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CHAP. XXXIIL 

Death ofHonorius. — Valentinian 111. Ern^or 
of tlie Eq/l. — Admniftration of his Mother 
Placidia. — JEtius and Boniface. — Conquefl qf 
Africa by the Vandals. 

J)URING a long and difgraceful reign of CHAP, 
twenty-eight years, Honorius, Emperor of ,^^™^ 
the Weft, was feparated from the friendihip of Laftyeain 
his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, who ^^^ 
reigned over the Eaft ; and Conftantinople hus, 
beheld, with apparent indifference and fecret A.i>'^*3» 
joy, the calamities of llonpie. The ftrange ad-. "^'*'^' 
ventures of Placidia' gradually renewed, and 
cemented, the alliance of the two empires. The 

* Sce-YoLr. p.33a — 355.. 
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i THE PECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, daughter of the great Theodofius had been the 
^^^^™;^, captive, and the queen, of the Goths; flie loft 
an affedlionate hufband ; fhe was dragged in 
chains by his infulting aflaffin ;. fhe tafted the 
pleafure of revenge, and was exchanged, in the 
treaty of peace, for fix hundred thoufand mea- 
fures of wheat* After her return from Spain to 
Italy, Placidia experienced a new perfecution 
in the bofom of her family. She was averfe to 
a marriage, which had been ftipulated without 
her confent y and the brave Conftantius, as a 
noble reward for the t}a'ants whom he had van- 
quilhed, received, from the hand of Honorius 
himfelf, the ftruggling and relu6lant hand of the 
widow of Adolphus. But her reiiftance ended 
with the ceremony of tlie nuptials ; nor did Pla- 
cidia refufe to become the inother of Honoriaand 
Valentinian the third, or to affiime and exercife 
an abfolute dominion over the mind of her grate- 
ful hufband. Thegenerous foldier, whofe time 
had hitherto been divided between fecial plea- 
fure arid military fervice, was taught new leffons 
of avarice arid ambition : he extorted the title 
of Auguflus ; and the fervant of Honorius was 
aflbciated to the empire of the Weil. The death 
of Conflantius, in the feventh month of his reign, 
inftead of dirainifliing, feemed to increale, the 
power of Placidia j.and the indecent familiarity* 

of 

* Ta <ri/vix*i xaTa ro[Jt.oc ^iXr./^arai is the expreflion of Olympiodonis 

(apud Photium^ p. i^7*); who means, perhaps, to defcrlhe the fam^, 

careffes 'Vtrhich Mahoniiet beilowed on his . daughter Phatemah* 

, Quando (fays the prophet himfelf}, quando fubit mihi defiderium 

Paradifi, 
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6f the ROMAN EMPIRE. 

of her brother, which might be no more than the c HAP. 
fymptoms of a childiih afieftion, were univer- 
faliy attributed to inceftuous love. On a fudden, 
by Ibme bafe intrigues of a fteward and a nurfe, 
this exceffive fondnefe was converted into an 
irreconcileable quarrel: the debates of the Em^ 
peror andhisiffter were not long confined witliin 
the walls of the pj^Iace ; and as the Gothic fol- 
diers adhered to their queen, the city of Ravenna 
was agitatfed with bloody and dangerotts tumults, 
which could only be atppeafed bythe forced or 
voluntary retreat of PIacidra^and her children. 
The royal exiles landed at C6nftantinople,-foon 
after the marriage of Theodofius, during the 
feftival of the Perfian vi6lories. They were 
treated with kindnefs and magnificence j but as 
the fl:atues of the Emperor Coriflantiu^ had been 
rejected by the Eaftern. court, the title of Au- 
gufla couid not decently be allowed fohiswidow.- 
Within a few months after the arrival of Placidia, 
a fwift meflfenger announced the death of Ho- 
norius, the corifequence of a droJ)ly ; but the im- 
portant fecret was not divulged, till the necefiary 
orders had been difpatched for the march of a 
large body of troops to the fea-coafl: of Dalmatia. 
The {hops and the gates of Confl:antinople re- 
mained fliut during feven days^ and the lofs of a 
foreign prince, who could neither be efteemed 

Pftradifiy ofculor eam^ et ingero Imguam meam in os ejus. But this 
fenfual indulgence was juftified by miracle and myftery; and the 
anecdote has been communicated • to the public by the Reverend 
Father Maracci, in his Verfion.and Confutation of the Kwan, tqra. i. 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Qor regretted, was celebrated with loud and 
xxxnL affe^g J demonftrations of the public grief. 
Elevation While the minifters of Conftantinople delibe- 
^d feU of rated, the vacant throne of Honoriuswas ufurped 
John, by the ambition of a ftranger. The name of the 
^^' rebel was John : he filled the confidential office 
of PrimkeriuSy or principal fecretary ; and his- 
tory has attributed to his character more virtues, 
than can eafily be reconciled with the violation 
of the moil facred duty. Elated by the fubmif* 
fion of Italy, and the hope of an alliance with 
the Huns, John prefumed to infult, by an em- 
bafly, the majefty of the Eaftern Emperor j but 
when he underflood that his agents had been 
baniihed, imprifoned, and at length chafed away 
with deferved ignominy, John prepared to affert, 
by arms, the injuftice of his claims. In fuch 
a caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodofius 
fhould have marched in perfon : but the young 
Emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians, 
from fo rafli and hazardous a defign ; and the 
condudl of the Italian expedition was prudently 
cntrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Alpar, who 
had already fignalized their valour againfi: the 
Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius fliould 
embark with the infantry; whilft Afpar, at the 
head of the cavalry, condu6ted Placidia, and her 
fon Valentinian, along the fea-coail of the Ha- 
driatic. The march of the cavah'y was performed 
with fuch a6live diligence, that they furprifed, 
without refiftance, the important city of Aqui- 
l©fa; when the hopes of Afpar were unexpe6ledly 

con- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 

confounded by the intelligence, that a ftorm had chap. 
difperfed the Imperial fleet j and that his father, ^^^^ 
with only two gallies, was taken and carried a 
prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in- 
cident, unfortunate as it might feem, facilitated 
the conqueft of Italy. Ardaburius employed, 
or abufed, the courteous freedom which he was 
permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops 
a fenfe of loyalty and gratitude ; and, asfoon as 
the conlpiracy was ripe for execution, he invited, 
by private meffages, and prefled the approach of, 
A:Q)ar. A fliepherd, whom the popular credulity 
transformed into an angel, guided the Eaflern 
cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought, an im- 
paflable road, through the morafles of the Po ; 
the gates of Ravenna, after s^ fliort flruggle, 
were thrown open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was 
delivered to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, 
of the conquerors. His right hand was firfl cut 
off; and, after he had been expofed, mounted 
on an afs, to the public derifion, John was be- 
headed in the circus of Aquileia. The Emperor 
Theodofius, when he received the news of the 
vidtory, interrupted the horfe-races ; and flng- 
ing, as he marched through the llreets, a fuit- 
able pfalm, condudled his people from the Hip- 
podrome to the church, where he fpent the re- 
mainder of the day in grateful devotion \ 

^ For thefe revolutions of the Wefiera empire^ confult Olym- 
piodor. apud Phot. p. 192^ 193. 196J 197* 200. Sozomeni l.ix. 
c. i6. Socratesy 1. viL 239 24. Philoftorgiusy Lxii. c. io> 1x9 and 
Godefroyy DiflertaU p. 4S6. P^^ocopiu8^ de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3. 
p. 1821 XS3. TheophaneS) in Chronograph, p. 72> 73> and (he Chro- . 
. nicies. 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALJ- 

CHAP. In a monarchy, which, according to various 
xxxni^ precedents, might be confidered as eleflive, or 
Vaienti- hereditary, or patrimonial, it wa& impoffible that 
nianm. the intricate claims of female and collateral fuc- 
ofX^^ ceffion ihould be clearly defined * j and Theo- 
Weft, dofius, by the right of confanguinity or coo- 
4*5—455. .^^^^» might have reigned the fole legitimate 
Emperor of the Romans. For a moment, per- 
haps, his eyes were dazzled by the profpe6t qf 
unbounded fway ; but his indolent temper gra- 
dually acquiefced in the dilates of found policy. 
He contented hirafclf :v^ith the p<^effiQn qf the 
£ail; and wifely relinquished the laiborious t9,ik 
of waging a diftant and doubtful i^^r agfti^ft the 
Barbarians l^eypnfl the Alps; or of fecuriijig tbe 
obedienpe of the Italians and African^, ^hpfe 
minds wore alienated by the irrecpnpilefi|>le (lif* 
ference of language and intereil. Infte^ qf 
liftening to the voice of ambitioq, Thaodofiu^ 
refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand- 
father, and to feat his coufin Valentinian o^ tlm 
•throne of the Weft. Tl^e royj^l infant was dif- 
tinguifhed at Conftantinople by thg titl^o/ iVo^l- 
lijjinms: he was promoted, before his departufe 
jTrom Theffalonica, to the rank apd dignity of 
Ccefar; and, after the conqueft of Italy, the par 
trician Helion, by the authority pf Thepdpfius, 
and in the prefence of the fenate, fainted Valen* 

«* See Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, I. ii, c. 7. He has kbori- 
jouilyy but vai&ly» afeten^pted to form a rjeafonable fyftem of juril^ 
prudence» from the various and difcopdant moiJes of royal fnccef^ 
fion, which have feeen introduced by fraud or foxce^ by time or 
accident. 

traiatl 
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tinian the third by the name of Auguftus, and chap. 
Iblemnly invefted him with the diadem, and the ^^XHL^ 
Imperial purple ^ By the agreement of the 
thre^ females who governed th^ Roman world, 
the fon of Placidia was betrothed to Eudo^a, 
the daughter of Theodofius and Athenais ; and, 
as foiHi as the lover and his bride had attained 
the age of puberty, this honourable alliance was 
faithfully accomplifhed. At the fame time, as a 
compenfation^ perhaps, for the expences of the 
war, the Weftern Illyricum was detached from 
the Italian dominions, and yielded to the throne 
of Conftantinople *• The Emperor of the Eafl 
acquired the ufeful dominion of the rich and ma- 
ritime province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous 
fovereiguty of Pannonia and Noricum, which 
had been filled and ravaged above twenty yeai s» 
by a promifcuous crowd of Huns, Oftrogoths, 
Vandals, and Bavarians. Theodofius and Va^ 
lentinian continued to refpedt the obligations of 
their public and domeftic alliance ; but the unity 
of the Roman government was finally diflTolved. 
By a pofitive declaration, the validity of aU 
future laws w^s limi.ted to the .dominions of their 
peculiar author • unlefs he Should thii^ pfiofie]: 
to communicate them, fubfcribed \Vith his own 

* The original writers are not agreed (fee Muratorit Annali 
^'Italia* tom.iv, p. 1^9^) whether Valentinian received the Inaperial 
diadem at Rome or I^venna. In this uncertaintyfy I am willing to 
believe) that fame refpeifl was (hewn to the fenate^ 
. * The Count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples de Europe, tom^vii, 
p. 292 — 300.) has eftablilhed the reality, explained the motivea, and 
traced the confequences of this remarkable ceflion. 

B 4 hand. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



Admini- 
ibration of 
his mother 
Pladdiay 
A.D. 
4»5— 450. 



CHAP, hand, for the approbation of his independent 

^™™- -colleague^ 

Valentinian, when he received the title of Au* 
guftus, was no more than fix years of age : and 
his long minority was entrufted to the guardian 
care of a mother, who might affert a female 
claim to the fucceffion of the Weftern empire. 
Placidia envied, but fhe could not equal, the 
reputation and virtues of the wife and fitter of 
Theodofius ; the elegant genius of Eudocia, the 
wife and fuccefsful policy of Pulcheria. The 
mother of Valentinian was jealous of the power 
which file was incapable of exercifing': flie 
reigned twenty-five years, in the name of her fon; 
and the chara6ler of that unworthy EmperOi* gra- 
dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Placidia 
had enervated his youth by a diffolute education, 
and ftudioufly diverted his attention from every 
manly and honourable purfuit. Amidft the de- 
cay of military fpirit, her armieswere commanded 



' See the firft Novel of Theodofiusj by which he ratifies and com* 
mnsicates (AJD. 438.) the Theodofian Code. About forty years 
before that time> the unity of legiilation had been proved by an excc^ 
tion. The JewS) who were numerous in the cities of Apulia and 
Calabria^ produced a law of the £aft to jnfiify their exemption ^m 
municipal offices. (Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit.viii. leg. 13.); and the 
Weftern Emperor was obliged to invalidate^ by a fpecial edi^y the 
Iaw» quam conftat meis partibus efle damnofam. Cod. Theod. l.xi* 
tit.i.lcg.158. 

"Caifiodorius (Varior. l.xi. Epift. i. p, 238.) has compared the 
regencies of Placidia and Amalafuntha. He arraigns the weaknefi 
of the mother of Valentiniany^ and praifes the virtues of his royal 
miibrefs. On this occafi»n, flattery feems to have fpoken the lan- 
If^ge of truth* 



by 
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by two generals, -zEtius' and Boniface % who chap. 
may be defervedly named as the laft of the ^^^ 
Romans. Their union might have fupported a Her two 
iinkinff empire ; their difcord was the fatal and generals* 

1. f» /.I i/» /»*/•• rr«i_ • ^tius and 

immediate cauie of the Itls 01 Afnca. Ihe in- Boniface, 
vafion and defeat of Attiia have immortalized the 
fame of ^tius; and though time has thrown 
a fhade over the exploits of his rival, the defence 
of Marfcelles, and the deliverance of Africa, 
atteft the militarj^^ talents of Count Boniface. 
In the field of battle, in partial encounters, in 
fingle combats, he was ftill the terror of the Bar* 
barians : the clergy, and particularly his fiiend 
Auguftin, were edified by the Chriftian piety 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world i the people applauded his fpotleft integ- 
rity ; the army dreaded his equal and inexorable 
juftice, which may be difplayed in a very Angular 
example. A peaiant, who complained of the 
criminal intimacy between his wife and a Gothic 
foldter, was dire^ed to attend his tribunal the fol- 
lowing day : in the evening the count, who had 



' ' Fhilofiorgiusy Lxii. c. la. and Godefiroy's Diflertat. p. 493, &c. ; 
and Renatus Frigeridasy apud Gr^;or. Turon. I. iu c. 8. in torn. iL 
p. 163. The fatJier of ^tius was Gaudentiusy an ilhifirious citizen 
of the province of Scythia> and mafier-general of the cavalry : his 
mother was a rich and nobk Italian. From his earlieft youth, ^tiu8» 
as a ibldier and a hoftage, hadconverfed with the Barbarians. 

^° For the charadler of Boniface, fee Olympiodorusy apud Phot, 
p. 196.; and St. Auguftin. apud Ti]lemont> Memoires Ecclef. tom.xiii. 
p* 11% — 715* 886. The Bifhop of Hippo at length deplored the fall 
of his fiiend> who, after a folemn vow of chaftity, had married a 
lecond wife of the Arian fe^, and who was fu^e^ed of keeping feveral 
concubines in his houfe. 

dUi- 
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CHAP, diligently informed himfdf of the time and 
^^^^^' place of the affigoation, mounted his horfe, rqjle 
ten miles into the country, furprifed the guilty 
couple, puniihed the foldier with inftant death', 
and filenced the comgj^ints of the hufband, by 
prefenting him, the neict morning, with the head 
of the a4ulterer. The abilities of ^tius and 
Boniface might have been ufefuUy employed 
againil the public enemies in feparate and im« 
portant commands ; but the experience of their 
p?.ft coiidu6l Ihould have decided the real favour 
juid confidence of the Eraprefs Placidia. In the 
melancholy feafon of her exile and diftrefs, Boni* 
face alone ht^d mt^intained her caufe with un^- 
ihaken fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of 
Africa had eflentially contributed to extingmfli 
the rebellion. The fame rebellipn had been fup* 
ported by the 2eal and activity of ^tius, who 
brought an ^rmy of fi^ty tho^nd Huns fixMrf 
the Dauub? to the confines of Italy, for the fer^ 
vice of the ufurper. Thq untimely death of John 
compelled him to accept an advantageous ti'eatyj 
but he fl:ill continued, the fubje6l and the foldier 
pf Valentiuiaie^, to entertain a fecret, perh^s a 
treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retri^at h^ boei^ pwchafed by liberal 
gifts, and mor^ liberal promtfes. But ^tius 
poffeffed an advantage of fingular moment in 
a female reign: h^ w^s prefeat:: he befieged, 
with artful and afliduous flattery, the pabce of 
jRavenna ; dilguifed his dark defigns with the 
malk of loyalty and friendlhip ; and at l|&ngth 

deceived 
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deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival, chap. 
by a fubtle confpiracy, which a weak woman, ^ -^.Ij 
and a brave man, could not eaiily fu^e3;. He Emrand 
fecretly perfiiaded " Flacidia to recal Boniface ^^ ^ 
from the government of Africa ; he fecretly ad- in Afiica» 
vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons: AJ>.4»7- 
to the on^9 be reprefented the other as a fenteince 
of death ; to the other, he ftated the refufal as a 
^nal of revolt; and when the credulous and un- 
fuipe6tful count had armed ti^e province in his 
defence, j^tius applauded his fagacity in fore- 
f<^eing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excit^ed. A temperate enquiry into the real 
.motives of SicMiiifac^, would have reftdred a faith-* 
fill :(iervat]^t to his duty and to the republic ; but 
the arts qf i$ltiiji^ iliB coutinued to betray a»d 
to inflame) ^nd t^ count was urged, by pedb- 
cutiop, to eqpdxraoe the moft defperate councils. 
The fucc^ft with wWeh be diuded or repelled the 
firil attacks, could not infpkea vain confidence, 
that, at the bead of fiwnis loofe^ diforderly Afri- 
canSvhe (|iO)Uld be. able to witlifland the regular 
fofces of* the Weft, cofQmanded by a rival, whofe 
^nilitsuy Qhara61(er it wns. ioipoffible for him to 
defpife. After ftM»ebeiitatiQn, the laft ftruggles 
pfpruden?e^d loyally, BaoitaDe difpatched a 
trufty friej^d to the court, or rather to thecaipp^ 
qf Gonderic, King (rf the Vantlaii, with the pro- 

" Ptwopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i, c. 3, 4. p. i8a — 1860 reUtes the 
fraud of ^tios, the rewk of Boniface, and the lofs of Afric^. This 
aiwcdote, vrhjek is fupported by fome collateral tcftinaony (fee Ruinait 
Hift. Peeftfcut< Vanfla^l. p. 4^0. 4x1.) feems a^eeable to the pra^cfe 
of aaciettt and.modm courts, and would be mturdDy revealed l>y thk 
^ repentance of Boniface. • . . - ' 

pofal 
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c H A P. pofal of a ftria alliance, and the offer of ah ad- 
^^™^ vantageous and perpetual fettlement. 
He invites After the retreat of the Goths^ the authority 
Ae Van- of Honorius had obtained a precarious eftablifli- 
A.D.4>& ^^^^ in Spain ; except only in the province of 
Grallicia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had 
fortified their camps, in mutual difcord, andhof- 
tile independence. The Vandals prevailed; and 
their adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian 
hills, between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach 
of Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked, 
the victorious Barbarians to remove the fcene of 
the war to the plains of Boetica. The rapid pro- 
grefs of the Vandals foon required a more effec- 
tual oppofitiop; and the mailer-general Caftinus 
marched againil them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths. Vanquifhed in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with diflionour to 
Tarragona ; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefented as the punifliment, was moft 
probably the effeft of his rafli prefumption ". 
Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the prey, of the ferocious conquerors; and 
the veffels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily trani^ort them to the 
ifles of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spaniih 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefe, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 



" See the Chronicles of Prafper and Idatius. Sal^^an (de Guber- 
nat. Deiy 1. viL p. 246- Paris» 1608.) afcribes the vi^bry of the Van- 
dals to their fuperior piety. They Medy they prayed* they carried 
a Bible in the front of the Hoft^ tidth the defign» perhaps* of reproach- 
ing the perfidy and iacrilege of their enemies. 

expe* 
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>jiexperience of navigation, and perhaps the pro« chap. 
fye& of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to ac- X^^^™^* 
cept the invitation which they received from 
Count Boniface ; and tlie death of Gonderic 
ferved only to forward and animate the bold en- 
terprife. In the room of a prince not confpi- 
cuous for any fuperior powers of the mind or 
body, they acquired his baftard brother, the 
terrible Genieric '^ ; a name, which, in the de- Oe&feric 
ftrudlion of the Roman empire, has defervedan y^^^ 
equal rank with the names of Alaric and Attila. 
The King of the Vandals is defcrib^d to have 
been of a middle ilature, with alamenefs in one 
leg, which he had contracted by an accidental 
fall from his horfe. His flow and cautious ipeech 
feldom declared the deep purpofes of his foul : 
he difdained to imitate the luxury of the van- 
quiflied ; but he indulged the flemer paflions 
of anger and revenge. The ambition of Gen- 
feric was without bounds, and without fcruples; 
and the warrior could dexteroufly employ the 
dark engines of policy to folicit the allies who 
might.be ufeful to his fuccels, or to fcatter 
among his enemies the feeds of hatred and con- 
tention. Almoll in the moment of his departure 
he was informed, that Hermariric, King of the 
Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanifli ter- 

'^ Glzericus (his name b varioully exprefled) fbttur^ inediocris et 
equi cjSA claudicans, animo profundvis, fermone rarus luxuris con- 
temptory IrA turbidus habendi, cupidus, ad folicitandas gentes providen-^ 
tiifimu^ femina contentionum jacerey odia mifcere paratus. Joman- 
des, de Rebus Geticis^ c. si* p» 657. " This portrait^ which is drawn 
with fome Ikill and a ftrong likenefs, muft have been copied from the 
Gothic hiftory of CaiSodorius. 

ritories, 
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C; H A ft ritories, which he was refolvefd to abandon. 
JO^ Impatient of the infult, Genferic purliied the 
haily retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida j 
precipitated the King and his army into the river 
Anas, and calmly returned to the fea-fliore, to 
He lands embark his victorious troops. The veffels which 
A.D. 4^. *^a"fportedtheVandalsover the modern Streights 
May; of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth, were flirniJBied by the Spaniards, who 
; anxioufly wilbed their departure ; and by the 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable adlfltance '*. 
and re- Our fancy, fb long accuftomed to exaggerate 

Imy,^ and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
A. D.4a9. that feemed to iflue from the North, will per- 
haps be furprifed by the atcoiint of the army 
whifeb Genferic muftered on the coaft of Mauri- 
tania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
united under the command of their warlike Kingj 
stnd he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had paffed, within the term of human: 
life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceffive 
^ heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold etjterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation ; and many defperate 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 

• '* See the Chronicle of Idatius. That bifliop, a Spaniard and a 
contemporary^ piaces the paflage of the Vandals in the month ofMAVy 
of the year of Abraham (which commences in O<ftober) 2444. This 
date, which coincides with A. D.429> is confirmed by Ifidore, an- 
other Spanifh bilhop, and is juftly preferred to the opinion of thofe 
iJH4ters> who have marked for that event, one of the two preceding 
years. See Pagi Critica, torn. ii. p. 205/ &c, 

. 2 by 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE ly 

by the lame means which had occafioned their C HA R 
ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted ^^^ 
only to fifty thoufand effe6tive men ; and though 
Gettferic artfully magnified his apparentftrength, 
by appointing eighty chiliarchs^ or commanders 
of thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old lAeti, 
of children, and of Haves, would fcarcely have 
fweiled his army to the number of fourfcore 
thoufand perfons'^ But his own dexterity, 
and the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified 
the Vandal powers, by the acceffion of nu- 
merous and aftive allies. The parts of Mauri- The 
tania, which border on the great defert, and ^^"* 
the Atlantic ocean, were filled with a fierce 
and untra6lable race of men, whofe favage 
temper had been exalperated, rather than re- 
claimed, by their dread of the Roman arms. 
The wandering Moors '% as they gradually ven- 
tured to approach the fea-fhore, and the camp 
of the Vandals, muft have viewed with terror 
and aftoniihment the drefi, the armour, the 
martial pride and difcipline of the unknown 
ft rangers who had landed on their coafl: ; and 

" Compare FhKopius (de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. 5* pi; 190.) and 
Vidtor Vitenfis (de Perfecutione Vandal. I. i. c. i. p* 3. edit. Rui- 
nart). We are aflured by Idatius, that Genferic evacuated Spain, 
cum Vanda£» omnibus eorumque familiis; and Poffidius (in Vit. 
Auguftin. C.28; apud Ruinart, p.427.) defcribes his army as manus 
ingens immanium gentium Vandalorum et Alanorum, commixtam 
fecum habens Gothorum gentem, aliarumque diverfarum perfonas. 

'^ For the manners of the Moors, fee Procoprus (de Bdb Vaindal. 
Lii. c. 6. p. a49«)i ^^ their figure and Complexion, M.de Buffoft 
(Hiftoire Naturellc^ torn. iii. p. 430.). Plrocopius feya in general, that 
the Mcots had joined the Vandals before the death of Valentinian (do 
BeU^Vandal. L t. c. 5. p.X9o*)$ and it is probable, thst the independent 
tribes did not embrace any uniform fy<lem of policy. 

the 
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CHAP, the fair complexions of the blue-eyed warriors 
xxxm^ ^f Germany formed a very lingular contraft 
with the fwarthy or olive hue, which is derived 
from the neighbourhood of the torrid zone. 
After the firft difficulties had in fome meafure 
been removed, which arofe from the mutual 
ignorance of their refpe6tive language, the 
Moors, regardlefs of any future confeqiience, 
embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome; 
and a crowd of naked favages ruihed from the 
woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to fatiate 
their revenge on the poliihed tyrants, who had 
injurioufly expelled them from the native fove- 
reignty of the land. 
The Do- The perfecution of the Donatifts *^ was an 
natift«. event not lefs favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. Seventeen years before he landed 
in Africa, a public conference was^ held at 
Carthage, by the order of the magiiirate. 
The Catholics were fatisfied, that, after the 
invincible reafons which they had alleged, the 
obflinacy of the fchifmatics mud be inexcuf- 
able and voluntary ; and the £mperor Honorius 
was perfuaded to infli6l the moll rigorous 
penalties on a faction, which had fo long 
abufed his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred billiops'% with many thoufands of the 
inferior clergy were torn from their churches, 

*' See Tillcmont, Memoires Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 516—558.; and 
the whole feries of the perfecutioii) in the original monuments^ pub- 
lifted by Dupin at the end of Optatus, p. ^ts-^s^S' 

'' TheDonatiil biihops^ at the conference of Carthage» amounted to 
379; and they alTerted, that their whole number was not lefs than 400. 
The Catholics had 386 prefent^ xao abfenty befides fixty-four vacant 
bKhoprics. 

ftripped 
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ftrippedoftheirecclefiafticalpoffeflians,baniflied chap. 
to the iflands, and profcribed by the laws, if they ^"°^^^' 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations, both 
in cities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife of reKgious 
worfhip. A regular fcale of fines, from ten to 
two hundred pounds of filver, was curioufly 
afcertained, according to the diftindtions of rank 
and fortune, to punifh the crime of affifting at a 
ibhifmatic conventicle; and if the fine had been 
levied five times, without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the ofiender, his future punifhment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court *^ By 
ihefe feverities, which obtained the warmeft ap- 
probation of St. Auguflin*°j great numbers of 
Donatifts were reconciled to the Catholic church : 
biit the fanatics, who fl;ill perfevered in their op- 
pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpair; 
the difl^radled country was filled with tumult and 
bloodflied ; the armed troops of Circumcellions * 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves, 
or againfli their adverfaries; and the calendar of 

'9 The fifth title of the fixteenth b^ook of the Theodofian Code, 
exhibits a feries of the Imperial laws againft the Boftatifts, firom the 
jreaf 400 to the year 428. Of thefe the 54th law, promulgated by 
HoAorlus, A.D. 414, is the moft fevere and effe^ual. 

•° St. Auguftin altered his opinion with regard to the proper 
treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul- 
gence for the Manichaeans, has been inferted by Mr. Lpcke (vol. iii. 
p. 469.) among the choice fpecimens of his common-place bookk 
Another philofopher, the celebrated Bayle (torn. ii. p* 44^ — ^496.) 
has refuted, with fuperfluous diligence and ingenuity, the argu- 
ments, by which the Bifhop of Hippo juftified, in his old age, the 
perfecution of the Donatifts. * 

YOU VI, G martyrs 
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c HAP , martyrs received on both fides a confiderableaug- 

^ ^^^\ mentation"'. Under thefe circumftances, Gcn- 

feric, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the orthodox 

;Communion, ihewed himfelf to the Donatifts as a 

•powerful deliverer, from whom they might reafon- 

ably expe6l the repeal of the odious and oppreffive 

;edi£ts of the Roman emperors "• The conquefl 

of Africa was facilitated by the a6live zeal, or the 

fecret favour, of a domeftic fa£lion ; the wanton 

outrages againfl the churches and the clergy, of 

which the Vandals are accufed, may be fairly 

imputed to the fanaticifm of their allies; and the 

intolerant fpirit, which difgraced the triumph of 

Chriflianity, contributed to the lofs of the moft 

important province of the Wefl ^K 

Tardy re- The court and the people were aflonifhed 

S1^! ^^y tb^ flrange intelligence, that a virtuous hero, 

face, after fo many favours, and fo many fervices, had 

^^' '*^°* renounced his allegiance, and invited the Barba- 

^ See TiUempnt, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 5S6— 59^. 8o6« 
The DonatifU boafted of thoufands of thefe voluntary martyrs. 
Auguftin aflertSy and probably with truths that thefe numbers 
were much exaggerated; but he ftemly maintains, that it was 
better that fome fliould bum themfelves in this world, than that all 
ihould bum in hell flames. 

" According to St. Auguflin and Theodoret, the Donatifts were 
inclined to the principles, or at leaft to the party, of the Arians, which 
Genferic fupported. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 68. 

'^ See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. 0.428. N" 7, A. D. 439, 
N° 35. The Cardinal, though more Inclined to feek the caufe of great 
events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent con- 
nedtion of the Vandals and the Donatifts. Under the reign of the 
Barbarians, the fchifmatics of Africa enjoyed an obfcure peace of one 
hundred years ; at the end of which, we may again trace them by 
the light of the Imperial perfecutions. See TiUemont, Mem. Ecclef. 
torn, vi* p. I9»» &c. 

rians 
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mns to deftroy the province entrufted to his chap * 
eommand. The friends of Boniface, who ftill ,^^^\ 
believed that his criminal behaviotir might be 
excufed by fome honourable motive, folicited^ 
during the abfence of iEtius, a free conference 
with the Count of Africa; and Darius, an officer 
of high diftin£fcion, was named for the important 
embaily ^. In their firft interview at Carthage, 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained ; the oppofite letters of ^tius were pro- 
duced and compared; and the fraud was eafily 
dete^ed. Placidia and Boniface lamented their 
fatal error; and the Count had fufficient magna- 
nimity to confide in the forgivenefe of his fove- 
reign, or to expofe his head to her future refent- 
ment. His repentance was fervent and fincere; 
but he foon difcovered, that it Was no longer in 
his power to reftore the edifice which hie had 
(haken to its foundations. Carthage, and the 
Roman garrifons, returned with their general to 
the allegiance of Valentinian ; but the reft of 
Africa was ftill diftra6led with war and faction ; 
and the inexorable King of the Vandals, difdain- 
ing all terms of accommodation, fternly refufedto 
relinquifli the poffeffion of his prey. The band 
of veterans, who marched uiider the ftand^rd ci 

^ In a confidential letter to Count Bonifao^ St Au^uftm* without 
examining the grounds of the quarrdy {uoufly exhorts him to dis- 
charge the duties of a Chriftian anjd a fubjedl ; to extricate himfelf 
"Without dday from his dangerous W guilty fituation ; and evfttf if 
he could obtain the coo&nt of his wife^ to embrace a life of celibaqr 
and penance (Tillemonty Mem. Ecdef. toib. xiii. p. 890)^ The 
Bilhop was intimately coimeded with Darius, the minifier of p^adl 
(Id. torn. xiii. p. 9a8«}. 

c 2 Boniface^ 



ao THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. Boniface, and his hafty leviesof provincial troops 
xxxm. ^gj.g defeated with confiderable lofs : .the vifto- 
rious Barbarians infulted the open country; and 
Carthage, Cirta, and Hij^o Regius, were the only 
cities that appeared to rife above the general 
inundation^ 
Defoiatkm The long and narrow tra£t of the African coaft 
•f Africa, ^as^ filled with' frequent monuments of Roman 
aft and magnificence; and the reipe3;ive degrees 
of improvement might be accurately meafured 
hy the dillance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean. A fimple reflection wiU imprefe every 
thinking mind witii the cleareft idea of fertility 
and cultivation : the country was extremely po<> 
pulous ; the inhabitants referved a liberal fub«* 
fiflence for their own ule ; and the annual ex* 
portation, particularly of wheat, was fo regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deierved the name of 
the common granary of Rome and of mankind; 
On a fudden, the feyen fruitful provinces, from 
Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the 
invafion of the Vandals ; whofe deflru£Uve rage 
lias perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity, religious zeal, and extravagant declama- 
tion. War,, in its faireil form, implies a perpe- 
tual violation of humanity and juftice ; and the 
hoflilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
und lawlefs fpirit which inceflantly difturbs their 
peaceful and domeftic fociety. The Vandals, 
where they found refifl^ance, feldom gave quarter; 
and the ddaths of their valiant countrymen were 
expiated by the ruin of the cities under whole 
waUs they had fallen. Carelefs (^the difldnftions 

II . of 
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^fage,orfex,orrank,theyetnplbyedeveryfpecies chap* 
,ofindignityand torture, toforce from the captives ^^ *^ 
a difcovery of their hidden wealth. The ftern 
policy of Oenferic juftified .his frequent examples 
®f military execution: he was not always the 
,mafter of his own paflions, or of thofe of his fol- 
lowers ; and the calamities of war were aggra- 
vated by the Hcentioufnefs of the Moors, and the 
ianaticifm of the Donatifts. Yet I (hall not 
^fily be periuaded, that it was the common prac- 
tice of the Vandals to extirpate the olives, and 
Qther fruit-trees, of a country where they intend- 
ed to fettle; nor can I believe t^iat it was a ufual 
ftratagem to flaughter great numbers of their 
prifbners before the .walls of a i)efiegpd city, for 
the fole purpofe of infefljing the air, and pro- 
ducing a peftilence, of which they themfelves 
mull have been the firft victims *% 

The generous mind of Count Boniface was tor- Siege of 
tured by the exquifite diftrefe af beholding the AlD^ija. 
ruin which he had occafioned, and wh^fe rapid May. 
progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofe 
of a battle^ he retired into Hippo Regius; where 
he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who 
conlidered him as the reaj bulwark of Africa. 

^5 The ort^al complaints of the defolation of Afi?ica are con-, 
t^nedy I. In a. letter from Capreolus^ Bifliop of Carthage, to excufe 
"k^B abfence from the council of Ephefus (ap. Ruinart» p. 419.). %• In 
the life of St. Auguftin, by his friend and colleague Poflidius (ap/ 
Ruinart» p, 4»70' 3* In the HiAory of the Vandalic Perfecution, by 
Vidlor Vitenfis (1. i. c. i, a, 3. edit. Ruinart). The lafl pidlure which 
W9L9 drawn fixty years after the event, is more expreffive of thjB au» 
tier's paffions than of the truth of fads. ' . 

c 3 /The 
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CHAP. The maritime colony of Hippo^\ itbout two hun- 
^^^^^^^^' dred miles weftward of Carthage, had formerly 
acquired the diilinguilhing epithet of RegitkSf 
from the refidence of Numidian kings; and fome 
remains of trade and populoufnefs ftill adhere to 
the modern city, which is known in Europe 
by the corrupted name of Bona* The military- 
labours, and anxious reflections, of Count Boni- 
face, were alleviated by the edifying converfa- 
tion of his friend St. Auguftin*^ j till that bifhop. 
Death of ^^ \i^t and pillar of the Catholic church, was 
St. Auguf. gently releafed^ in the third month of the fiege, 
^ ^ and in the feventy-fixth year of his age, from the 
Aug. aS. ' actual and the impending calamities of his coun- 
try. The youth of Auguftin had been ftained 
by the vices and errors which he io ingenuoufly 
confeffes ; but from the moment of his conver- 
iion to that of his death, the manners of the 
Bifliop of Hippo were pure and auffere: and the 
mod confpicuous of his virtues was an ardent 
:ieal againft heretics of every denomination ; the 
Manichaeans, the Donatifts, and the Pelagians, 
agaihfi whom he waged a perpetual controverfy. 

^ See Cellaritm> Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. part ii. p. zii. I^o 
African, in Ramufioy torn. i. fol. 70. L'Afrique de MsurmoL torn. ii. 
p- 434- 437- Shaw's Travels, p. 46, 47- The old Hippo Regius 
was finally deftroyed by the Arabs in the fev«ath century ; but a 
new town, at the diftance of .two miles, was built with the 
materials; and it contained, in d^ fixteenth century, about three 
hundred families of induftrious, but turbulent, m^mfa^rers. The 
adjacent territory is renowned for a pure air, a fertile fdS, and plentjr 
of exquifite fruits. 

^7 The life of St. Auguftin, by TiBemont, fflls a quarto Tohime 
(Mem. EcdeL toni. xiii.) of more than ode thou&nid pagies; and die 
diligence of that learned Janfenifl was excited, on this occafion, by 
hS^xa and devout; zeal for the founder of his feA. 

When 
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When the city, fome months after his death, wa* chap , 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately J^^^ 
laved, which contained his voluminous writings; 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifes on theological fubje6ts, befides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel^ 
and a copious magazine of epiilles and homilies ^^ 
According to the judgment of the moft impartial 
critics, the fuperficial learning of Auguflin was 
confined to the Latin language ^^ ; and his ftyle,; 
though fbmetimes animated by the eloquence of 
paffion, is ufually clouded by falfe and afiedled 
rhetoric. But he poflefled a ftrong, capacious, 
argumentative mind ; he boldly founded the datk 
abyfs of grace, predeflination, free-will, and 
original fin; and the rigid fyftem of Chriftianity 
which he framed or reftored ^% has been enter- 



. ^ Sjach at leaft is the account of Vi<5tor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. 
Vandal. 1. i. c 3.) 4 though Gennadius feems to doubt whether any 
perfon had ready or even coUed^edi all the works of St. Auguftin 
(fet Qi^nyin. Opera* torn. i. p« 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. £cclef.). 
They have been repeatedly printed ; and Dupin (Blbliotheque £c- 
clef. torn. ill. p. fjS — »57.) has given a large and fatlsfad^ory abftra^ 
of themy as they ftaad ia the laft edition of the Benedictines, My 
peribnal acquaintance with the Biihop of' Hippo does not extend be- 
yond the ConfeJJions and the £ity of God* 

^ In his early youth (ConfefT. i. 14.) St. Auguflin difliked and 
negledUd the ftudy of Gredt ; and he ffankly owns that he read the 
{^latonifts in a Latin verfioo (Confe0I vu. 9.). Some modem oritki 
have thought, that his igaorance of Greek difquafified him from ex« 
pounding the Scriptures; and Cicero or Quintilian would have 
required the knowledige of that language in a profeflbr of rhetoric. 

^ Thefe queftions were feldom a^at^d, from the tfane of 
St. Paul to that of St. Auguflin. I am informed that the Greek &•» 
thers maintain the natural fentiments of the Semi-pelagians ; and that 
the orthodoxy of St. Auguftin was derived from the Manichcan 
fchool. * 



c 4 tained. 
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CHAP, tained, with public applaufe, and fecret relug* 
^^^°^ tance, by the Latin church ^\ 
Defeat and By the fkill of jBonifacc, and perhaps by the 
!^^^'°^ ignqrance of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo 
AJD. 43U was protra6led above fourteen months : the fea 
Was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine, 
the befiegers themfelves were* compelled by fa- 
mine to relinquifh their enterprife. The im- 
portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt 
by the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored 
the afliftance of her eaftern ally; and the Italian 
fleet and army were reinforced by Afpar, who 
failed from Conftantinople with a powerful arma- 
ment. As foon as the force of the two empires 
was united under the command of Boniface, he 
boldly marched againft the Vandals ; and the 
lofs of a fecond battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of Africa. He embarked with the precipi* 
tation of defpair; and the people of Hippo were 
permitted, with their families and effects, to 
occupy the vacant place of the foldiers, the great- 
eft part of whom were either flain or made pri- 
foners by the Vandals. The Count, whofe fatal* 

^' The church 'of Rome has canonifed AugulHn, and reprobated 
Calvin. Yet as the real difference between them is invifible even to 
a theological microfcope, the Molinifts are opprefTed by the autho- 
rity of the faint, and the Janfenifls are difgraced by their refemblance 
to the heretic. In the n\eanwhlle the Protefiant Arminians iland 
aloof) and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputants (fee a curi- 
ous Review of the Controverfy, by Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Univerfelley 
torn. xiv. p. I4^y — 398.)- Perhaps a reafoner ftill more, independemty 
pay fmile in his turn, when he perufes an Arminian Commentary on 
^he Epiftle to the Romaus. 

credulity 
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fcredulity had wounded the vitals of the republic, chap. 
might enter the palace of Ravenna with fome ^^^-y 
anxiety, which was foon removed by the finiles 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude 
the rank of patrician, and the dignity of mafter- 
general of tlxe Roman armies ; but he muft have 
bluflied at the fight of thofe medals, in which he 
yvsLS reprefented with the name and attributes of 
vidlory ^\ The difcovery of his fraud, the dif- 
pleafure of the Euiprefs, and the diftinguifhed 
favour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and 
perfidious foul of iEtius. He hafl^ily returned 
from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather 
Vith an army, of Barbarian followers ; and fuch 
was the weaknefs of the government, that the 
two generals decided their private quarrel in a 
faioody battle. Boniface was fuccefsful ; but he 
received in the conflift a mortal wound from the 
fpear of his adverfary, of which he expired within Hif death, 
a few days, in fuch Chriilian and charitable fen- ^^' *^^ 
iiments, that he exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs 
of Spain, to accept iEtius for her fecond huf- 
band. But Mtius could not derive any imme- 
diate advantage fromthegenerofityof his dying 
enemy ; he was proclaimed a rebel by the juftice 
of Placidia; and though he attempted to defend 

^' Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 67. On one fide, the head of 
Valentinian ; on the reverie, Boniface, with a fcourge in one hand, 
and a palm in the other, ftanding in a triumj^ial car, which is drawn 
hy four horfes, or, in another medal, by four fiags ; an unlucky 
emblem ! I fhould doubt whether another example can be found 
bf the head of a fubjeA on the reverie of an Imperial medal. See 
"Science des Medailks, by the Pere Jobert, torn* L p. 13 4-— 150. edit* 
5)f Z739, ^Y ^ Baron de la Baftie^ 

fome 
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CHAP. fom6 ftrong fortrefies ere6led on his patrimonial 
,^^ y^ eftate, the Imperial power foon compelled him 
to retire into Pannonia, to the tents of his faith* 
ful Huns. The republic was deprived, by their 
mutual difcord, of the fervice of her two mod 
illuflribus champions ^\ 
^rogrtis It might naturally be expelled, ^er the re- 
Vandals in treat ofBonlface^that the Vandalswould atchieve^ 
Africa, without refiftance or delay, the conqueft of Africa. 
431—439. ^^8^* years however elapfed, from the evacua* 
tion of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage. 
In the midftof that interval, the ambitious Gen- 
feric, in the full tide of apparent pro(perity, 
negociated a treaty of peace, by which he gave 
his fon Hunneric for an hoftage ; and confented 
to leave the Weftern Emperor in the undifturbed 
poflefBon of the three Mauritanias ^\ This mo^ 
deration, which cannot be imputed to the juftice, 
mufl be afcribed to the policy, of the conqueror. 
His throne was encompafled with domeflic ene- 
mies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, and 
afierted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the 
fons of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 

^ Fh)copiu8 (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c 3. p. 185.) continues ^e 
hifiory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. His death 
is mentioned by Profper and Marcellinus ; the expreifion of th^ 
lattery that ^tiusy the day beforei had provided himfelf with a iongcr 
fpeaLtf impfies fomething like a regular duel. 

^ See Procopiusy de BelL VandaL 1. i. c. 4. p. 186. Valentiniaw 
publiihed feveral humane la\ir8» to relieve the diftrefs of his 
Numidian and Mauntanian fubjedb; he.difcharged them» in a 
great meafure^ from the payment of their debtSy reduced their 
tribute to one-eighthy .^d.gave them a right of appeal from the 
piovincial iQagUbrates to tlie praefe^ of Rome. Cod. Theod. 
torn. vi. Novell, p. 1 19 12* 

facriiiced 
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iacrificed to his iafety ; and their mother, the c H A P. 
widow of the deceafed King, was precipitated, by .^^ \ ^ 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub- 
lic difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre- 
quent confpiracies ; and the warlike tyrant is 
fuppofed to have ftied more Vandal blood by the 
hand of the executioner, than in the field of bat* 
tle^^ The convulflons of Africa, which had 
favoured his attack, oppofed the firm eftabliih- 
ment of his power ; and the various feditions of 
the Moors and Germans, the Donatifts and 
Catholics, continually difturbed, or threatened, 
the unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he ad- 
vanced towards Carthage, he was forced to with- 
draw his troops from the Weftern provinces ; 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the Naval enter- 
prifes of the Romans of Spain and Italy ; and, 
in the heart of Numidia, the ftrong inland city 
of Cortaftillperfifledin obilinate independence^^ 
Thefe difficulties were gradually fubdued by the 
i^irit,' the perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen* 
feric ; who alternately applied the arts of peace 
and war to the eftabliihment of his African king- 
dom. He fubfcribed a folemn treaty, with the 
hope of deriving ibme advantage from the term 
of its continuance, and the moment of its vio- 
lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed 
by the proteftations of friendfhip, which con- 
. cealed his hoftile approach ; and Carthage was at 

. ^' Viftor Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal, l.ii. c.5. p. a6. The 
cruelties of Genfenc towards his fubjeds» are flrongly exprefied in 
IVofper's Chronicle^ A«D. 443. 

f PoffidiuB, in Vit. Augiiftini c, a8. apud Ruinart, p, 4*8. 

length 
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CHAP, length furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred 
,^^^^ and eighty-five years after the deftru6lion of the 

city and republic by the younger Scipio ^\ 
They fur- A new city had arifen from its ruins, with the 
5iage, ^' *^tl® ^f a colony ; and though Carthage might 
A.D. 439* yield to the royal prerogatives of Conftantinople, 
^'^ ^ and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
iplendor of Antioch, flie ftill maintained the 
fecond rank in the Weft ; as the Rome (if we may 
ufe the ftyle of contemporaries) of the African 
world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis ^% 
difplayed, in a dependent condition, the image 
of a flourifliing republic. Carthage contained 
the manufaSfcures, the arms, and the treafures 
of the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
civil honours, gradually afcended from the pro- 
curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftrate, who, 
with the title of proconful, reprefented the ftate 
' and dignity of a conful of ancient Rome. Schools 
and gymruifia were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man* 
ners, grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy, were 
publicly taught in the Greek and Latin languages,.. 

^ See the Chroxucles of Idatius> Ifidore, Proiper) and Marcel- 
linus. They mark the lame year> but different days> for the fur- 
prifal of Carthage. 

^ The pidiure of Carthage^ as it flourifhed in the fourth and 
fifth centuries* is taken from the Expofitio totius Mundiy p. 179 18. 
in the third volume of Hudfon's Minor Geographers^ from Aufonius 
de Claris Urbibusy p. %%%9 %%^, ; and principally from Salvian* de 
Gubematione Dei, 1. vii. p. 2579 ^5 8. I am furprifed that the 
Notitia fliould not place either a minty or an aifenal} at Carthage:' 
but only a gynecsuiD} or female manufaAure. 

The 
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The buildings of Carthage were uniform ano CH aR' 
magnificent : a Ihady grove was planted in the? ^xxm. 
midft of the capital; the new port, a fecure and 
capacious harbour, was fubfervient to the com- 
mercial induftry of citizens and ftrangers j and 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almofli in the prefence of the Bar* 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country, and the 
reproach pf Punic faith flill adhered to their 
fubtle and faithlefs Ghara6ter 3'. The habits of 
trade, and the abufe of luxury, ,had corrupted 
their manners; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fhamelefs pra6bice (rf^uhnatural 
lulls, are the two abominations which excite the 
pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the 
age'*^. The King of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people ; and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous freedom of Carthage 
(thefe expreffions of Vi6lor are not without ener- 
gy), was reduced by Genferic into a ftate of 

^ Th« anonymous author of. the Expolitio tiotius Muncti, com« 
paresy in his barbarous Latin^ the country and the inhabitants ; and* 
after ffigmatifing their want of faith, he cooly concludes, Difficile 
autem inter eos invenitur bonus, tamen in multis pauci boni ell& 
poflunt. P. 1 8. 

^ He declares, that the peculiar vices of each country were col- 
le<5led in the fink of Ctirthage (1. vii. p. aj;.)* In the indulgence of 
fvice, the Africans applauded their manly virtue.. Et ilii fe magis 
virilis fortitudinis eiTe crederent, qui maxime viros foeminei ufus 
probrofitate fregiflent (p. a68.). The ftreets of Carthage were pol- 
luted by eifeminate wretches, who publicly allumed the countenance, 
the drefs, and the charaAer of women (p. 264.). If a monk appeared 
in the city, the holy man was puifued with impious fcom and ridicule ; 
deteilantibus ridentium cachinpis (p. a89.)- 

igno-* 
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CHAP. igQomimous fervitude. After he had permitted 
^^^^^^^' his licentious troops to fatiate their rage and ava- 
rice, he inftituted a more regular fyilem of rapine 
and oppreiffion. An edi£t was promulgated, 
which enjoined all perfons, without fraud or 
delay, to deliver their gold, filver, jewels,. and 
valuable furniture or apparel, to the royal officers; 
and the attempt to fecrete any part of their patri- 
mony, was inexorably punilhed with death and 
torture, as an a£t of treafon againft the flate. 
The lands of the proconfular province, which 
formed the immediate diftridt of Carthage, were 
accurately meafured, and divided among the 
Barbarians; and the conqueror referved for his 
peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byza- 
cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and 
Getulia ^'. 
Afncan It was natural Enough that Genferic ihould hate 
!^!u,!f ^ thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and 
fenators of Carthage were.expofed to his jealouiy 
and refentmetit ; and all thofe who refufed the 
ignominious terms, which their honour and reli- 
gion forbade them to accept, were compelled by 
the Arian tyrant to embrace the condition of 
perpetual banifhment. Rome, Italy, and the 
provinces of the Eaft, were filled with a crowd 
of exiles, of fugitives, and of ingenuous captives, 
who folicited the public compaffion : and th^ 
benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, ftill preferve 
the names and misfortunes of Casleftian and 

4* Compare Procopius de Bell. Vandal. l.i. G.5. p. i89> 190*; 
and Vwftor Vitenfw, de Perfecut. Vandal. 1. L c. 4. 

15 Maria. 
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Maria **. The Syrian bifliap deplores the mit C H A ?• 
fortunes of Caeleftian, who, from the ftate of ^^"^ 
a noble and opulent fenator of Carthage, was 
reduced, with his wife and family, and fervants, 
to beg his bread in a foreign country ; but 
he applauds the refignation of the Chriftian 
exile, and the philofophic temper, which, under 
the preflure of fuch calamities, could enjoy 
more real happinefs than was the ordinaiy lot 
.x)f wealth and profperity. The ftory of Maria, 
the daughter of the magnificent Eudaemon, is 
lingular and interefting. In the fack of Car- 
thage, flie was purchafed from the Vandals by 
fome merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold 
her as a flave in their native country. A female 
attendant, tranfported in the fame fhip, and fold 
in the fame family, ilill continued to refpe6t a 
miftrefi whom fortune had reduced to the com- 
mon level of fervitude; and the daughter of 
Eudasmon received from her grateful affe6tionthe 
domeftic fervices which Ihe had once required 
from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour 
. divulged the real condition of Maria, who, in the 
abfence of the Bifhop of Cyrrhus, was redeemed 
from flavery by the generofity of fome foldiers 
of the garrifon. The liberality of Theodoret 
provided for her decent maintenance ; and fhe 
pafled ten months among the deaconefles of the 
[ church ; till fhe was unexpectedly informed, that 
her father, who had efcaped from the ruin of 

*' Ruinart (p. 444-— 457) ^ coUeaed froia Thtodtrntf »ni 
, other authors, the misfortunesi real and fabulous^ cf the inhahkaatt 
of Carthage. 

Carthage, 
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t H A P. Carthage, exercifed an honourable office in on^ 
' of the Weftem provinces. Her filial impatience 
was feconded by the pious bifhop : Theodoret, 
in a letter ftill extant, recommends Maria to the 
Bifhop of Mgedj a maritime city of Cilicia, which 
was frequented, during the annual fair, by the 
veflels of the Weft ; moft earneftly requefting, 
. that his colleague would ufe the maiden with a 
t^ndernefs fuitable to her birth ; and that he 
would entruft her to the care of fueh faithful, 
merchants, as would efteem it a fufficie»t g^iip^ 
if they reftored a daughter, loft beyond all 
human hope, to the arms of her afili6led parent. 
table of Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical 
j^^®" hiftoty^ I am tempted to diftinguifli the memo- 
rable fable of the Seven Sleepers'*^; whofe 
imaginary date correlpdnds with the reign of the 
younger Theodofius, and the conqueft of Africa 
by^the Vandals ^\ When the Emperor Decius 
perfecuted the Chriftians, feven noble youths of 

*^. The choice of fabulous circumibnces is of fmall importance r yet 
t hzit confined myfelf to the narrative which was tranflated from 
the Syriac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyriimi 
L i. c. 95. in Max. Bibliotheca Patrum> torn* xi. p. SsL), to the 
Greek adls of their martyrdom (apud Photium, p. 1400$ i4oi.)» and 
to the Annals of the Patriarch Eutychius (torn. i. p. 39Z* 53^9 5 3i» 
S35' Verf, P«cock). 

+* Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by Aflemanni (BiBIiot. 
Oriental, torn. i. p* 336. 33 8.)> place the refurrecSlion of the Sevea 
Sleepers in the years 736 (AJ3.4a5.)y or 748 (AJ). 437.)! of the sera 
of the Seleucides. Their Greek a<5lsy which Photius had read> 
'affign the date of the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Theodofius* 
which may coincide either with A.D. 43 9, Or 446. The period 
which had elapfed fince the perfecution of Decius is eafily afcer^ 
tained; and nothing le(s than the ignorance of Mahomety or 
the legendaries, could fuppofe an interval of three or four hundred- 
years* 

Ephefw 
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Ephefu^ concealed themfelves in a fpacious ca- c H A p. 
vern in the fide of an adjacent mountain; where ,^^^^^^\ 
they were doomed to perifti by the tyrant, who- 
gave orders that the entrance fliould be firmly 
fecured with a pile of' huge fl:one8. They imme- 
diately fell into a deep flumber, which was 
miraculoufly prolonged, without injuring the 
powers of life, during a period of one hundred 
and eighty-feven years. At the end of that time, 
the flaves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance 
of the mountain had defcended, removed the 
ftones to fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice ; 
the light of the fun darted into the cavern, and 
the feven fleepers were permitted to awake. 
After a flumber, as they thought of a few hours, 
they were preffed by the calls of hunger; and 
refolved that Jamblichus, one of their number, 
fliould fecretly return to the city, to purchafa 
bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth 
{if we may fl:ill employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognize the once familiar afpe6t of 
his natiye country; and his furprife was increafed 
by the appearance of a large crofs, triumphantly 
erefted over the principal gate of Ephefus. His 
Angular drefs,and obfolete language, confounded 
the baker, to whom he offered an ancient medal 
of Decius as the current coin of the empire; 
and Jamblichus, on the fufpicion of a fecret trea- 
fure, was dragged before the judge. Their mu- 
tual inquiries produced the amazing difcovery, 
that two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jam- 
blichus and his friends had efcaped from the 
rage of a Pagan tyraqt. The Biihop of Ephefus, 
vojL. VI. D the 
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CHAP, the clergy, the magiftrates, the people, and, as 
^^^ it is faid, the Emperor Theodofius himfelf, 
haftened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers; 
who bellowed their benediction, related their 
dory, and at the fame inilant peaceably expired. 
The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be 
afcribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modem Greeks, iince the authentic tradition may 
be traced within half a century of the fuppofed 
miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian Bifhop, who 
was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodofius, has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephefus ^K Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, was tranflated from 
the Syriac into the Latin language, by the care 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions 
of the Eall preferve their memory with equal 
reverence; and their names are honourably in* 
fcribed in the Roman, the Habyffinian, and the 
Ruflian calendar ^^. Nor has their reputation 
been confined to the Chrifl:ian world. This 

'^^ Jamesy one of the orthodox fathers of the Syrian church, was 
bom A. D. 4$2 ; he began to compofe his fermons A. D. 474 : he 
was made Bifhop of Batnae, in the diibidl of Sarag, and province 
of Mefopotatnia, A.D. 519, and died A*D. 511. (AiTemanniy 
torn. i. p. a8^, 289.) For the homily Je Pueru Epbefinijy fee 
.p. 335 — 339*: though I could wiih that Aflemanni had tranflated 
the text of James of Sarug, iniiead of anfwering the obje^ons of 
Baronius. 

^ See the ASa Sanfforum of the BoUandifts, (Menfis Julii, torn. iv. 
p. 375-— 397.). This immenfe calendar of faints, in one hundred 
and twenty-fix years (1644—1 7 7o-)> and in fifty volumes in fo!io, 
has advanced no farAer than the 7th day of O^ober. The fuppre£- 
fion of the Jefuits has aofi probably checked an undertaking, ^which9 
through the medium of fable and fuperfUtion, communicates much 
luitorical and philofophical infhudUon* 

populac 
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popular tale, which Mahomet might learn when chap. 
he drove his camels to the fairs of Syria, is intro- xxxm.^ 
duced, as a divine revelation, into the K(>ran^^ 
The ftory of the Seven Sleepers has been adopted, 
and adorned, by the nations, from Bengal to 
Africa, who profefs the Mahometan religion ^* ; 
and fome veftiges of a iimilar tradition have been 
difcovered in the remote extremities of Scan- 
dinavia^'. This eafy and univerfal belief, fo 
exprefBve of the fenfe of mankind, may be 
afcribed to the genuine merit of the fable itfeif. 
We imperceptibly advance from yoqth to age, 
without obferving the gradual, but inceOTant^ 
change of human affairs ; and even in our larger 
experience of hiftory, the imagination is accuf- 
tomed, by a peipetual feries of caufes and effedls, 
to unite the moil diftant revolutions. But if the 
interval between two memorable aeras could be 
inftantly annihilated; if it were poilible, after a 
momentary flumber of two hundred years, to 



^ See Maracci Alcoran. Sura xviii. torn. ii. p. 410—4179 and torn, u 
f)artiv. p. 103. With fuch an ample privilegei Mahomet has not 
Ihewn much tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the dog (Al Rakim) 
of the Seven Sleepers ; the refpeA of the fun> who altered his courfe 
twice a day> that he might ihine into the cavern ; and the care of 
God himfetfy who preferred their bodies from putrefa(5lion, by tum^ 
Ing them to the right and left. 

^'^ See D'Herbeloty Bibliotfaeque Orientaleyp. 139. ; and R^naudot» 
Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 399 40. 

^ Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (de Geflis I^ngobardorum, I. i. 
c. 4. p. 745, 746, «dit. Grot,), who lived towards the end of the eighth 
century, has placed in a cavem» under a rock» on the fhore of the 
ocean, the Seven Sleepers of the North, whofe long repofe was re« 
fpe<5bed by the Barbarians. Their drefs declared them to be Romans ; 
and the deacon conjectures, that they were referved by Providence at 
Ibe future apoftles of thofe tinbelievinjg countries* , 
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CHAP, difplay the new world to the eyes of a fpeftatof, 
XXCTL ^jj^ ^jii jgtj^^n^d a lively and recent impreffion 
of the otdy his furprife and his reflexions would 
furnifli the pleafing fiihje£l of a philofophical 
romance. The fcene could not be more advan- 
tageoufly placed, than in the two centuries 
which elapfed between the reigns of Decius and 
of Theodoflus the Younger. During this period, 
the feat of government had been tranfported 
from Rome to a new city on the banks of the 
Thracian Bofphorus; and the abufe of military 
Ipirit had been fuppreffed by an artificial fyflem 
of tame and ceremonious fervitude. The 
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by 
a fucceflion of Chriftian and orthodox princes, 
who had extirpated the fabulous gods of anti- 
quity : and the public devotion of the age was 
impatient to exalt the faints and martyrs of the 
Catholic church, on the altars of Diana and 
Hercules. The union of the Roman empire 
was difTolved : its genius was humbled in the 
dufi ; and armies of unknown Barbarians, iifuing 
from the frozen regions of the North, had 
eflablifhed their vi6lorious reign over the faiirefl 
provinces of Europe and Africa. 
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CHAP. XXXIV- 

The CharaBeTy Conquejls^ and Court of AtHla^ 
King of the Huns. — Death of Theodqfiiis the 
Younger. — Elevation of Marcian to the Err^ 
jrire of the Eaft. 

"pHE Weftern world was oppreffed by the C H A P. 
Goths and Vandals, who fled before the .^^^^ 
Huns; but the atchievements of the Huns The Hunt, 
themlelves were not adequate to their power ^^' 
and pro(|perity. Their vi6lorious hordes had 
ipread from the Volga to the Danube ; but the 
public force was exhaufted by the difcord of 
independent chieftains; their valour was idly 
confumed in obfcure and predatory excurfions; 
and they often degraded their national dignity, 
by condefcending, for the hopes of fpoil, to 
enlift under the banners of their fugitive ene- 
mies. In the reign of Attila', the Huns 
again became the terror of the world; and 

' The authentic materials for the luftorjr'of AttUa nuy be found is 
Jomandes (de*Rebu8 Getici«, c. 34-— 5<?^ P- 660 — 688. edit. Grot.) 
and Pnfcus (Excerpta de Legationibus, p. 33 — 76. Paris, 1648.). I 
have not feen the Lives of Attila, compofed by Juvencus Caelius Ca- 
lanus Dalmatinu8> in the twelfth century ; or by Nicholas Olahu8» 
Archbifliop of Gran, in the fixteenth. See Mafcou's Hiftory of the 
Germans, ix. 23. and MaQei Oflervazioni Litterarie, torn. i. p. 88,89. 
Whatever the modem Hungarians have ^dded mull be fabulous ; and 
they do not feem to have excelled in the art ot iidtion. They iuppofe, 
that when Attila invaded Gaul and Italy, married innumerable wives> 
&c. h^ was one hundred and twenty years of Age. Thwrocz Chrou. 
p.i. c. 22. in Script. Hangar, torn. i. p. 76. 
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CHAP, I fliall now defcribe the charafter and a&ions 
v_ -^- ^ of that formidable Barbarian ; who alternately 
infulted and invaded the Eaft and the Weft, 
and urged the rapid downfal of the Roman 
empire. 
^^^^" In the tide of emigration, which impetuoufly 
in modem Tolkd from the confines of China to thofe of 
Hungary. Germany, the moft powerful and populous 
tribes may commonly be found on the verge 
of the Roman provinces. The accumulated 
weight was fuftained for a while by artificial 
barriers^ and the eafy condefcenfion of the 
Emperors invited, without fatisfying, the info- 
lent demands of the Barbarians, who had ac- 
quired an eager appetite for the luxuries of 
civilized life. The Hungarians, who ambi- 
tioufly infert the name of Attila among their 
native kings, may affirm with truth, that the 
hordes, which were fubjedt to his uncle Roas, 
or Rugilas, had formed their encampments 
within the limits of modern Hungary % in a 
fertile country which liberally fupplied the wants 
of a nation of hunters and fhepherds. In this 
advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant 
brothers, who continually added to their power 
and reputation, commanded the alternative of 

^ Hungary has been fucceflively occupied by three Scythian co- 
lonies., z. The Huns of Attila; the Abares, in the fixth century; 
and 3. The Turks of Magiars* AJ). 889. ; the immediate and genuine 
anceftors of the modem Hungarians, whoft connedUon with the tw6 
former is extremely faint and remote. The Prodromus and Notitia 
of Matthew Belius appear to contain a rich fund of information con- 
cerning ancient and modem Hungary. I have (een the extract in 
Bibliotheque Ancienne et Modeme, torn. xxiL p. z— 51. and Biblio- 
theque Raifonnee, torn* xvL p. l^^ — Z75. 
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peace or war with the two empires. His alliance chap. 
with the Romans of the Weft was cemented by ^^^^^^^^* 
his perfonal friendftiip for the great iEtius ; who 
was always fecure of finding in the Barbarian 
camp, a hofpitable reception, and a powerful 
fupport. Atjiis folicitation, and in the name of 
John the ufurper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced 
to the confines of Italy ; their march and their 
retreat were alike expenfive to the ftate ; and 
the grateful policy of -^tius abandoned the 
poffeffion of Pannonia to his faithful con- 
federates. The Romans of the Eaft were 
not lefs apprehenfive of the arms of Rugilas, 
which threatened the provinces, or even the 
capital. Some ecclefiaftical hiftorians have 
deftroyed the Barbarians with lightning and pef* 
tilence^ ; but Theodofius was reduced to the 
more humble expedient of ftipulating an an- 
nual payment of three hundred and fifty pounds 
of gold, and of difguifing this diihonourable 
tribute by the title of general, which the King 
of the Huns condefcended to accept. The 
public tranquillity was frequently interrupted 
by the fierce impatience of the Barbarians, 
and the perfidious intrigues of the Byzantine 
court. Four dependent nations, among whom 
we may diftinguifli the Bavarians, difclaimed 
the fovereignty of the Huns ; and their revolt 
was encouraged and prptedled by a Roman 

3 Socratesy 1. yii. c.43. Theodoret. 1. v. c. 36. Tillemont, who 
always depends on the faith of his ecclefiaiHcal authors, ftrenubufly 
contends (Hift. des £mp. torn. vi. p. 136. ^07.^ that the wars and 
perfonages were not the iame. 

» 4 alliance; 
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CHAP, alliance ; till the juft claims, and formidable 
,^^^^^ power, of Rugilas, were eflTeaually urged by the 
voice of Eflaw his ambaffador. Peace was the 
unanimous wi(h of the fenate ; their decree was 
ratified by the Emperor ; and two ambafladors 
were named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian 
extra6lion, but of confular rank ; and the 
quaeftor Epigenes, a wife and experienced 
ftatefman, who was recommended to that office 
by his ambitious colleague. 
Reign of The death of Rugilas fufpended the progrefs 
^^A^D ^^ ^^^ treaty. His two nephews, Attila and 
433,1453, Bleda, who fucceeded to the throne of their 
uncle, confented to a perfonal interview with 
the ambaffadors of Conflantinople ; but as they 
proudly refufed to difmount, the buiBnefs was 
tranfafted on horfeback, in a fpacious plain in 
the city of Margus, in the Upper Maefia. The 
Kings of the Huns affumed the folid benefits, 
as well as the vain honours, of the negociation* 
They di6lated the conditions of peace, and each 
condition was an infult on the majefty of the 
empire. Befides the freedom of a fafe and plen- 
tiful market on the banks of the Danube, they 
required that the annual contribution Ihould be 
augmented from three hundred and fifty to feven 
hundred pounds of gold; that a fine or ranfom^ 
of eight pieces of gold, Ihould be paid for every 
Roman captive, who had efcaped from his Bar- 
barian mailer; that the Emperor ihould renounce 
all treaties arid engagements with the enemies 
of the Huns j and that all the fugitives, who 
had taken refuge in the court, or provinces, of 

Theodofius, 
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Theodofius, {hould be delivered to the juftice of c H a p. 
their offended fovereign. This juftice was rigour- ^^^^v.^ 
ouily inflicted on fome unfortunate youths of a 
royal race. They were crucified on tlie territories 
of the empire, by the command of Attila; and, as 
foon as the King of the Huns had impreffed the 
Romans with the terror of his name, he indulged 
them in a Ihort and arbitrary refpite, whilft he 
fubdued the rebellious or independent nations 
of Scythia and Germany*. 

Attila, the fon of Mundzuk, deduced his no- hIs figum 
ble, perhaps his regal, defcent^ from the ancient an^ch*- 
Huns, who had formerly contended with the " 
monarchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic hiftorian, bore the 
ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine defprmity of a mo- 
dern Calmuck* ; a large head, a fwarthy com- 
plexion, fmall deep-feated eyes, a flat nofe, a few 
hairs in the place of a beard, broad fhoulders, 
and a Ihort fquare body, of nervous ftrength, 
though of a difproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanour of the King of the Huns ex- 
prefled the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the reft of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 

* See Prifcus* p.47» 48* and Hift. det Peuples de l'£uiope» 
torn. vii. c.xii. xiii. xiv. xv. 

^ Prifcus, p. 39. The modem Hungarians have deduced his ge* 
riealogy-f which afceuds, in the thirty-fifth degree, to Ham the fon of 
Noah : yet they are ignorant of his father's real name (De Guignes» 
Hift. des Hunsy torn. ii. p. 219 7*)* 

^ Compare Jomandes (€.35. p. 661.) with BuiTony Hift. Naturelle, 
torn. iii. p. 380. The former had a right to obfervey originis fuar 
figna reftituen*. The character and poitnut of Attila an probably 
tmifcnbed £rom Caffiodorius* 

fiercely 
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CHAP, fiercely rolling his eyes, as if he wiflied to enjoy 
the terror which he infpired. Yet this favage 
hero was' not inacceffible to pity : his fuppliant 
enemies might confide in the affuranc6 of peacQ 
or pardon ; and Attila was confidered by his fub- 
je6ls as a juft and indulgent mafter. He delight- 
ed in war ; but after he had afcended the throne 
in a mature age, his head, rather than his handy 
atchieved the conqueft of the North ; and 
the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefuUy 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful 
general. The effefils of perfonal valour are fo 
inconfiderable, except in poetry or romance, that 
viftory, even among Barbarians, muft depend 
on the degree of Ikill, with which the paffions 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a fingle man. The Scythian con- 
querors, Attila and Zingis, furpaffed their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than in courage ; and 
it may be obferved, that the monarchies, both of 
the Huns and of the Moguls, were ere6led by 
their founders on the bafis of popular fuperfti- 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity afcribed to the virgin-mother of 
Zingis, raifed him above the level of human 
nature; and the naked prophet, who, in the name 
of the Deity, invefted him with the empire of the 
earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with 
irrefiftible enthufiafm^ The religious arts of 

Attila 

' Abulpliarag. Dynaft. verf. Pocock, p. a8i. Genealogical Hifioiy 
of the Tartars^ by Abulghazi Bahadar Khan» part iii. c. 15. pait iv. 
€•3. Vie de Gengifcany par Petit de la Croixf Li. c. z. 6- The 

relational 
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Attila were not lefs fkilfully adapted to the cha- chap. 
rafter of his age and country. It was natural xxxiv. 
enough that the Scythians fliould adore, with 
peculiar devotion, the god of war ; but as they 
were incapable of forming either an abflra6l idea, 
or a corporeal reprefentation, they worfhipped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter^ One of the Ihepherds of the Huns He difco* 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had }^^lf 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol- Ma». 
lowed the track of the blood, till he difcovered, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
Iword ; which he dug out of the ground, and 
prefented to Attila. That magnanimous, or ra- 
ther that artful, prince accepted, with pious gra- 
titude, this celeftial favour ; and, as the rightful 
poffeffor of thejword ofMars^ aiTerted his divine 
apd indefeafible claim to the dominion of the 
earth ^. If the rites of Scy thia were pradlifed on 
this folemn occaiion, a lofty altar, or rather pile 
of faggots, three hundred yards in length and in 

relations of die mifiionadesy who viiited Tartary in the thirteenth 
' century (fee the feventh volume of the Hiftoire des Voyages)^ ex- 
preCii the popular language and opinions ; Zingis is ftyled the fon 
ofGod>&c.&c. 

^ Nee templum apud eos vifitury aut delubrumy ne tugurium qui- 
dem culmo te<^uin cemi ufquam poteft ; fed gladius Barbarico ritd 
humi figitur nudus, eumque ut Martem regionum quas circumcircant 
prsefulem vericundius colunt. Ammian. Marcellin. xxxi. a. and the 
learned Notes of lindenbrogius and Valefius* 

' Prifcus relates this remarkable ftoryy both in his own text 
(P* 65*)* 3^<1 ^ ^^ quotation made by Jomandes (c. zs* p* 669*) 
He might )iave explained the tradition^ or fable, which charadlerifed 
this famous fword» and the name as well as attributes of the Scy- 
thian deityy whom he has tranilated into the Mars of the Ghreeks. 
jm d Romans* 

breadth. 
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c HA P. breadth, was raifed in a fpacious plain ; and the 
^Aiv. fviQrd of Mars was placed erecl on the fummit 
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confe- 
crated by the blood of flieep, horfes, and of tbe- 
hundredth captive ' . Whether human iacrifices 
formed any part of the worfliip of Attila, or, 
whether he propitiated the god of war with the 
victims which he continually offered in the field 
of battle, the favourite of Mars foon acquired a 
iacred character, which rendered his conquefls 
more eafy, and more permanent ; and the Bar- 
barian princes confefled in the language of de- 
votion or flattery, that they could not prefume 
to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefty 
of the King of the Huns'*. His brother Bleda, 
who reigned over a confiderable part of the na- 
tion, was compelled to refign his fceptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel aft was attributed to a 
fupernatural impulfe; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of Mars, convinced the 
world that it had been referved alone for his 
invincible arm". But the extent of his empire 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num- 

*° Herodot. 1. iv. c. 62. For the fake of oeconomy» I bare csJ* 
ciliated by the fimalleft fladium. Jn the human iacrificety thcf cut 
off the (houlder and arm of the vi6tim» which they threir up into 
tiie air, and drew omens and preiages from the manner oi their faUiai^ 
on the pile. 

" Prxfcus, p. S5' A more civilized hero» Auguihis hirafelfy wm 
pleafedf if the porfon on whom he fixed his eyes feeteied unaUe to 
iupport their divine luftre. Sueton. in Auguft. c. 79. 

*' The Count de Buat (HiiL des Peuples de r£uropey tom. ▼«• 
p. 4289 429.) attempts to clear Attila from the murder of his brother; 
and is almoft inclined to reje^ the concurrent fteftiroooy of ^wmaadt*^ 
and the contemporary Chronicles. 
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ber, and importance, of his vifilories ; and the chap. 
iScythian monarch, however ignorant of the value .^^^^^ 
of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la* 
ment, that his illiterate fubje6ts were deftitute 
of the art which could perpetuate the memory 
of his exploits. 

If a line of feparation were drawn between the *«^ »<=- 
civilized and the favage climates of the globe ; ^^j^ J 
between the inhabitants of cities, who cirftivated Scythia 
the earth, and the hunters and ftiepherds, who ^^ 
dwelt in tents; Attila might afpire to the title of 
fupreme and fole monarch of the Barbarians 'K 
He alone, among the conquerors of ancient and 
modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia ; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations, when they are applied to his reign, 
may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia, which ftretched beyond its a6lual limits 
as far as the Danube, was in the number of his 
provinces : he interpofed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in the domeftic affairs of 
the Franks; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed, 
attd almoft exterminated, the Burgundians of the 
Rhine. He fubdued the iflands of the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompaffed and di. 
vided by the waters of the Baltic; and the Huni 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region, which has been protedled from all other 

'* FortilRmarurti ^gentium dominus, qui inauditA' ante fe potentii, 
fblus Scythica 6t Geimahica regna pofledit. JomandeS) c. 49. p. 684. 
Priicusy p. 649 65. M. de Guignes, by his knowledge of the Chinefei 
hsLS acquired ^]Q.ii.p. %^s — 301O an adequate Mea of the empire 
of AttiU. 

conquerors 
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CHAP, conquerors by the icverity of the climate, and the 
. ^^^ courage of the natives. Towards the Eaft, it is 
difficult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attila 
over the Seythian deferts; yet we may be aflured, 
that he reigned on the banks of the Volga ; 
that the King of the Huns was dreaded, not 
only as a warrior, but as a magician '* ; that he 
infulted and vanquifhed the Khan of the for- 
midable Geougen ; and that he fent ambafTadors 
to negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China. In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
who never entertained, during his life-time, the 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidae and the Ottro- 
goths were diftinguiflied by their numbers, their 
bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs* 
The renowned Ardaric, King bf the Gepid®, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch, who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the 
noble Walamir, King of the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo many 
martial tribes, who ferved under the ftandardof 
Attila, were ranged in the fubmiffive order of 
guards and domeftics, round the perfon of their 
mailer. They-watched his nod j they trembled 
at his frown J and at the firft fignal of his will. 



^* See IM. des Hunsy torn. iL p. 296. The Geougen believedf 
^hat the Huns could excite> at pleafure, florms of wind and rain. 
This phenomenon was produced by the ftone Gezi ; to whofe magic 
power the lois of a battle was aicribed by the Mahometan Tartars of 
the fourteenth century. See Cherefeddin Ali| Hift. de Timur Bec^ 
iom. lp.8»|8a» 

they 
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they executed, without murmur or hefitation, chap. 
his ftern and abfolute commands. In time of ^^ ^'^ 
peace, the dependent princes, with their national 
troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc- 
ceffion ; but when Attila collected his military 
force, he was able to bring into the field an army 
of five, or, according to another account, of 
feven hundred thoufand Barbarians '^ 

The ambafladors of the Huns might awaken The Huw 
the attention of Theodotius, by reminding him, p^^* 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and A.D. 
Afia ; fince they touched the Danube on one 43^>— 440. 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eafl: ; from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives '*. 

^^ Jomandes, c. $s* P* ^^i- c. 37. p. 667. See Tillemont'3 HifL 
-des Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 129. 138. Corneille has reprefented the 
pride of Attila to his fubjedl kings ; and his tr^tgedy opens with thefc 
two ridiculous lines : 

lis ne ibnt pas venus, nos deux rois ! qu'on leur die 
Qu'ils fe font* trop attendre, et qu' Attila s'ennuie. 
The two kings of the Gepids and the Oftrogoths are profound poli** 
ticians and fentimental lovers; and the whole piece exhibits the 
defedby without the genius, of the poet* 

'^ — — alii per Cafpia clauifara 

Armeniafque nives, inopino tramite dudli 
Invadunt Orientis opes : jam pafcua fumant 
Cappodocuni) volucrumque parens Argseus equorum. 
Jam rubet altus Halys, nee fe defendit iniquo 
Monte Cilix ; Syris tra6lus vailantur amseni ; 
AiTuetumque choris et laeta plebe canorum 
IVoterit imbellem fonipes hofUlis Orontem. 

Claudian in Rufin. 1. ii. 38 — 55 • 
See likewife» in Eutrop. 1. i. 243—251. and the ftrong defcription of 
Jerom* who wrote from his feelings^ torn. i. p. 26. ad Heliodor. p. 2209 
ad Ocean, Philoitorgius (l«ix« c. 8.) mentions this irruption. 

They 
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CHAP, They advanced^ by a fecret path, along the fhores 
xxxiv. ^f ^YiQ Cafpiau fea ; traverfed the fnowy moun- 
tain of Armenia ; pafled the Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes, and the Halys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes ; 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif- 
turbedthe feftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach ; 
and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land 
prepared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embark- 
ation. The memory of this invalion was ftill 
recent in the minds of the Orientals. The fub- 
je6ls of Attila might execute with fnperior forces, . 
the delign which thefe adventures had fo boldly 
attempted; and it foon became the fubje6l of 
anxious conjectures whether the tempeft would 
fall on the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia. 
Some of the great vaflalsof the King of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arms with the Emperor, oV rather with 
the general, of the Weft. They related, during 
their relidence at Rome, the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the 
Eaft. After paffing a defert and a morafs, fup- 
pofed by the Romans to be tKe lake Moeotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and 
arrived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the 
confines of Media; where they advanced as far as 
tfie unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They 
encountered the Perfian army in the plains of 
Media, and the air, according to their own ex- 

preflion. 
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prefflon, was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But c u A P« 
the Huns were obliged to retire, before the num- ^^^^j^ 
hers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
eflTeSked by a diiierent road ; they loft the grealeft 
part of then- booty ; and at length returned to 
the royal camp, with fotne knowledge of the 
country, and s^n impatient defire of revenge. 
In the free converfation of the Imperial ambaf- 
fadors, who difcuffisd, at the court of Attila, the 
chara^er and defigns of their formidable enemy, 
the miniilerd of Conftantinople expreffed their 
hope, that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes rf the houfe of Saflan. The more faga- 
cious Italians admonifted their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fueh a hope, and 
convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refifting the arms of the Huns; 
and, that the eafyand important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title,which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius, 
Attila wcHild proceed to impofe a difgraceful 
and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate 
and captive Romans, ^ho would then b? en- 
compaiTed, on all fides, by the empire oi the , 
Huns '7. 

While the powers of Europe and Afia were Tbey ai- 
folicitous to avert the impending danger, the ^^^^^ 
alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the empire, 

A.D.44Z» 
'^ See the original converfation in Prifcusy p. 649 65. ' ' * 
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c H A,p. poffefliou of Africa, An enterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Ravenna and 
Conftantinople, for the recovery of that.valuable 
province ; and the ports of Sicily wer^ already 
tilled with the military and naval forces of Theo- 
dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who Ipread hift 
negociations round the world, prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the King of the Huns to 
invade the Eaftern empire ; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of a 
dellrudlive war *% Under the faith of the treaty 
of Margus, a free market was held on the north- 
ern fide of the Danube, which was prote6led 
by a Roman fortr^fs, furnamed Conftantia. A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial 
fecurity; killed, or dilperfed, the.unfufpefting 
traders; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground. 
The Huns juilified, this outrage as an a6i of 
reprifal ; alleged, that the Biflxop of Margus had 
centered their territories, to difcover and Ileal a 
fecret treafure of their kings ; and fternly de- 
manded the guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoil, 
and the fugitive fubje6ls, who had efcaped from 
the j uftice of Attila. The refufal of the Byzantine 

'^ Prifcus, p. 331. His hiftory contained a copiou« and elegant 
account of the war (Evagrius, 1. i. c. 17.); but the extra<5l8 which 
relate to the embaffies are the only parts that have reached our timcsi 
The original work was acceflibley however, to the writers^ from 
whom we borrow our imperfedl knowledge, Jomandes, Theo- 
phanes. Count Marcellinus, Profper-Tyro, and the author of the 
Alexandrian, or PafchaU Chronicle. M. de Buat. (Hifl. des Peuplet 
de TEurope, torn. vii. c. xv.) has examined the caufe, the circum- 
ftances, and the duration, of this war; and will not allow it to extend 
beyond the year four hundred and forty-four. 

court 
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cotirt was the fignal of war ; and the Maefians CHAP, 
at firft applauded the generous firmnefs of their ^'^^V- 
fovereign. But they were foon intimidated by 
the deftru6lion of Viminiacum and the adja- 
cent towns ; and the people Mas perfuaded to 
adopt the convenient maxim, that a private citi*- 
zen, however innocent or refped^able, may be 
juftly facrificed to the fafety of his country. The 
Bifhop of Margus, who did not poffefs the fpirit 
of a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which 
he fuipefiled. He boldly treated with the princes 
of the Huns; fecured, by foleftin oaths, his par*, 
don and reward ; pofted a numerous detachment 
of Barbarians, in filent ambufh, on the banks of 
the Danube; and, at the appointed hour, opened, 
with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal 
city. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more ho- 
nourable and decifive vi6lories. The Illyrian 
frontier was covered by a line of caftles and for- 
trefles; and though the greatefl part of them 
confifted only of a fingle tower, with a fmall gar- 
riibn, they were commonly fufficient to repel, or 
to intercept, the inroads of an enemy, who was 
ignorant of the art, and impatient of the delay, 
of a regular fiege. But thefe Hight obftacles 
were inftantly fwept away by. the inundation 
of the Huns '^. They deftroyed, with fire and 
fword, the populous cities of Sirmium andSingi- 

•9 ProcopiuS) de Edificiis, 1. iv. c. 5. Thefe fortrelles were aftQ> 
wards rcftored, ftrengthened, and enlarged by the Emperor Juilinian s 
but they were foon defbroyed . by t;he Abare6> who fucceeded to th* 
power aad poflelfions of the Huns. 

£ 2 dunum. 
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CHAP. duniuD, of Ratiana and MarcianayoUst of Na* 
^^^j^ iflu8 asd Sardica ; where every circumftanc^, in 
the difcipline of the pe<^le, and tha copftru^um 
of the buildings^ had been gradually adapted t» 
and ravage the fi>le purpofe of defence. The whole breadth 
ta^^ " ^^ Europe, as it extends above five hundred 
Confiand- Hiiles from the Euxine to the HadriatiOf was ^ 
'^^ once invaded, and occupied, and ddblated, by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diflre& could 
not, however, provoke Theodofius to ]ttterni{it 
his amufements and devotion, or to appear in 
perfon at the head of the Roman legions* But 
the troops which had been fent againft Genfertc^ 
were haflily recalled from Sicily ; the garrilbna, 
on the (ide of Perfia, were exhaufted ; and a 
military force was cotled;ed in Europe, formid-> 
able by their arms and numbers, if the geneo'als 
had underftood the fcience of command, and 
their foldiers the duty of obedience* The ar* 
mies of the Eaftern empire were vanquiibed ia 
three fucceffive engagements; and the progre& 
of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle. 
The two former on the banks of tiie Utus, and 
under the walls of Marciansq)olis, were fought 
in the extenfive plains between the Danube and 
Mount Haemus. As the Romans were prefled 
by a vi6lorious enemy, they gradually, and un- 
flcilfuUy, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace; and that narrow peninfula, the laft 
extremity of the land, was marked by their thirds 
and irreparable, defeat. By the deftruftion of 

this 
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this ntttky^ Attila a^aired the indifputsibk pof- chap. 
ftffioa of the field. From the Heltefpont to .^^ ^ 
Tbwm(ypy\m^ and the fuburbs of Conftantinople^ 
fae ravaged^ without refiftanoe, and without 
m^tcfy the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 
Heracleaaiid Hadrian^le might, perhaps, efeape 
this dreadfy irruption of the Huns ; but the 
words, the moft expreffive of total extirpauon 
^iHi erafure, are applied to the calamities which 
they infii£ied on feventy cities of tho Eaftern 
empire ^. Theodofius, his court, and the unwar^ 
like people, were protected by the walls of Coo- 
ftantinople ; but thde walls had been ihaken by st 
recent earth<|uake, atid the fall of flfty-eigbf 
towers had opened a large andtremendousbreach. 
The damage indeed was fpeedily repaired ; but 
this accident was aggravated by a fuperftitious 
fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the Inv* 
perial city to the (hepherds of Scy thia, who were 
ftrangers to the laws, the langtiage, and the 
religion, of the Romaas'^'i ^ 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires TheScy. 
of the South, the Scythian Ihepherds have been ^^^ 
uniformly a6l;uated by a favage and deftru£tive wan. 
fpirit. The laws of war, that r eflirairf the exercife 

^ Septuaginta civitates (fays Profper-Tyro) depraedatione vaftatae* 
The language of Count Marcelliniu is ftill m«re forcible* Pene 
totan^ £uropam> mvafis excifijque civitatibus atque caftellia* conrafiu 

^ TintmMit (Htft, ddt lnipeream> torn. vi. p. 1069 Z07.) ka4 
fM gtreat attemlon to tlut iwmioraftiie carthqaake; which was fe\k td 
te fhmi Coaftafttinopi« at A^tiock and Alexandiia, and 19 oeMraled 
Ttf aH th« eookfiaftlcal wriler». la the hands ^ a ^ptilar jftt»chet$ 
ill ^mJtkjyAe is aa engine ^^AnkMt ^Se^ 
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CHAP , of national rapine and murder, are founded 
^"^"^* on two principles of fubftantial intereft ; the 
knowledge of the permanent benefits which maj 
be obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueft ; and 
a juft apprehenfion, left the defolation which we 
in&€t on the enemy's country, may be retaliated 
on our own. But thefe confiderations of hope 
and fear are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate 
of nations. The Huns of Attila may, without 
injuftice, be compared to the Moguls and Tar« 
tars, before their primitive manners were changed 
by religion and luxury; and the evidence of 
Oriental hiftory may reflect fome light on the 
fliort and imperfe6t annals of Rome. After the 
Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of 
China, it was ferioufly propofed, not in the hour 
of vidtory and paffion, but in calm deUberate 
council, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that 
populous country, that the vacant land might be 
converted to the pafture of cattle. The firmnefi 
of a Chinefe mandarin^% who infinuated fome 
principles of rational policy into the mind of 
Zingis, diverted him from the execution of this 
horrid defign. But in the cities of Alia, which 
yielded to the Moguls, the inhuman abufe of 
the rights of war was excrcifed, with a regular 

" He reprdented to the Emperor of the Moguls, that the four 
pronnces (Petcheliy Chantong, Chanfi* and Leaotong) which he 
already poficfledf might amiually produce* under a mild admmi- 
flnttioo* sootooo ounces of filver, 400*000 meafures of iice» and 
S009O00 pieces of filk. GaufaiL Hifl^ de la Dynallie des Mongoust 
P* 5^ 59* Yefaitrhonfiiy (inch was the name of the mandarin) was 
a wife and virtooiM mioiftq-, wLq imd his comttry, and drilized 
the coo^Qcrore. 

form 
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form of difcipline, which may, with equal reafon, CHAP, 
though not with equal authority, be imputed to ^^^^• 
the vift'orious Huns, The inhabitants, who had 
fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to 
evacuate their houfes, and to affemble in Tome 
plain adjacent to the city; where a divifibn was 
made of the vanquilhed into three parts. The 
firft clafs confifted of the foldiers of the garrifon, 
and of the young men capable of bearing armsj 
^nd their fate was inftantly decided : they were 
either enlifted among the Moguls, or they were 
maflacred on the fpot by the troops, who, with 
pointed fpears and bended bows, had formed a 
circle round the captive multitude. The fecohd 
clafs, compofed of the young and beautiful 
women, of the artificers of every rank and pro- 
feffion, and- of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expe6led, was dillributed in equal or proportion? 
able lots. The remainder, whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return *to the city ; which, in the mean- 
while, had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; 
and 9. tax was impofed on thofe wretched in- 
habitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
when they werenot confcious of any extraordinary 
rigour ^K But the moll cafual provocation, the 
flightell motive, of caprice or convenience, often 

*^ particular inftances would be cndlefs : but' the curious, reader 
may confult the life of Gengifcan, by Petit de la Croix* the Hiftoire 
4e8 Mongous} and the fifteenth book of the Hiftory of th^ Huns. 

E 4 pro- 
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CHAP, provoked them to involve a whole people id 
XXXIV. 3JJ indifcriminate raaflacre : and the ruin of fbme 
flourifhing cities was executed with fuch unreleQt- 
ing perieverance, that, according to their own 
expreffioh, horfes might riin, without (lumbli»g» 
over the ground where they had once flood* 
The three great capitals of Khorafan, Maru^ 
Neifabour, and Herat, were daftroyed by the 
armies of Zingis ; and the exa^fc account, which 
was taken of the flain, amounted to four millions 
three hundred andforty-feven thoufand perfons*** 
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a lets 
barbarous age, and in the profellion of the Ma- 
hometan religion : yet, if Attila equalled the 
hoftile ravages of Tamerlane ^% either the Tartar 
or the Hun might deferve the epithet of the 
Scourge of God '^ 

'♦ At Maru, 1,300,000; at Herat, 1,600,000; at Neiiaboor, 
1,747,000. D'Herbelot, Bibllbtheque Orientale, p. 380, 381. I ufe 
tke orthography of D'Anville's maps. It muft however be aUowed* 
that the Perfians were difpofed to exaggerate their Ipfles, and the 
Moguls to magnify their exploits. 

** Cherefeddin Ali, his fervUe panegyrift, would afford as tnany 
horrid examples. In his camp before DelM, Timur maitacred 
100,000 Indian piifoners, who \i2Afnnled when the arany of their 
countrymen appeared in fight (Hill, de *riinur Bee, torn. iii. p. 90.). 
The people of I^[>ahan fupplied 70,000 htiknaii fculls for the firudlurtt 
of feveral lofty towers (id. tom. i. p. 4 j4*)* A fimilar tax was 
levied on the revolt of Bagdad (tom. iii. p. 370.); and the exadl 
account, which Cherefeddin was not able to procure from the 
proper officers, is flated by another hifiorian (Ahmed Arabladat 
torn, ii* p* 175. verf. Manger) at 90,000 heads. 

^^ The ancients, Jomandes,. Trifcus, &c. are ignorant of this 
Apithet. The modem Hungarians ^ have imagined, that it was 
applied, by a hermit of Gaul, to Attila, who was pleafed to infert 
It among the titles of his Royal dignity. Maicouy ix. 23. and 
Tillemmtty Hift. des Empereursy tiatBu vL p. 143. 

4 ' It 
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It may be ftffi^m^d, with bolder afiuranee) thai chap. 
the Huns depopulated the provinc^K 6f the em- . _^_^ 
ptre, by the nuuiber of Roman dibjefti whom State of 
they led away into captivity. In the hwids of a ^^^ 
wife legiflator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to diffufe, through the deferts 
of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and orna« 
mental arts; but thefe captives, who had been 
taken in war> were accidentally difperfed among 
the hordes, that obeyed the empire of Attila* 
The eftimate of their refpeftive value was formed 
by the fimple judgment of unenlightened^ 
and unprejudiced. Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underiland the merit of a theologian^ 
profoundly Ikilled in the controverfies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they refpe6ted 
the minifters of every religion ; and the a6live 
zeal of the Chriitian mifiipnaries, without ap« 
proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo^ 
narch, fuccefefuUy laboured in the propagatiou 
of the gofpel *\ The paftoral tribes, who were 
ignorant of the diftinfition of landed property, 
mud have difregarded the ufe, as wdl as the 
abufe, of civil jurifprudence; and the fkill of 
an eloquent lawyer could excite only their con^ 
tempt, or their abhorrence*'. The perpetual 

inter^ 

^ The mifiionaiies of St. Chryiafiom Kad coavertcdgnat numberft 
of the Scythians, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and wag- 
gons. Theodoret, 1. V. C.31. Photius, p.i5i7. The Mahometan^, 
die Neftorians, and the Latin Chrifiians, thought thettifelTes kt^ace of 
gaining the fons and grandfons of Zingisy who treated the fival nu& 
ilonaries with impartial favour. 

'^ The Germans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, had 
been particularly offended with the Roman laws and lawyers. One 

of 
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c H A jp. intercourfe of the Huns and the Goths had contf- 
^^^^ municated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national diale^ls ; and the Barbarians were-am- 
^ bitious of converfing in Latin, the military idiom, 
even of the Eaftem empire*^ But they difdained 
the language, and the fciences, of the Greeks j 
and the vain fophift, or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find, that his robuft fervant was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic aits were encouraged and 
efteemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
the Huns. An architefl:, in the fervice of One- 
gefius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em- 
ployed to conftiii£l; a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury ; arid the trades 
of the fmith, the carpenter, the armourer, were 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
with the ufeful inftruments. of peace and war. 
But the merit of the phyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refpefil; the Barbarians, 
who deipifed death, might be apprehenlive of 
difeafe j iand the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prefence of a captive, to whom he afqribed 
perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 



ef the Barbsirians> after the elTeAual precautions of cutting out 
the tongue of an advocate^ and fewing up his mouth, obferved> 
unth much fatisfadUon^ that the viper could no longer hifs. Flomsi 
XT. I a. 

^ Priicusy p. 59- It (hould feem that the Huns preferred the Go- 
thic and La(in languages to their own \ which was probably a harih 
md barren idiom. 
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preferving, his life^°. The Huns might be pro- c hap, 
yoked to infult the mifery of their flaves^ over ^ 
whom they exercifed a defpotic command^'; but 
their manners were not fufceptible of a refined 
iyftem of oppreffion ; and the eflEbrts of courage 
and diligence were often recompenced by the 
gift of freedom. The hiflorian Prifcus, whofe 
embafly is a fource of curious inftru6tion, was 
accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger^ 
who faluted him in the Greek language, but » 
whofe drels and figure difplayed the appearance 
of a wealthy Scythian. In the fiege of Viminia- 
cum, he had loft, according to his own account, 
his fortune and liberty : he became the flave of 
Onegefius ; but his faithful fervices, againft the 
Romans and the Acatzires, had gradually raifed 
him to the rank of the native Hims ; to whom 
he was attached by the domeftic pledges of a new 
wife aind feveral children. The fpoils of war had 
reftored and improved his private property ; he 
was admitted to the table of his former lord ; 
and the apoftate Greek blefled the hour of his 
captivity, fince it had been the introdu6lion to 

^ Philip de Cominesy in his admirable pi<^ure of the laft moments 
of Lewis XI. (Memoiresy 1. vi. c. la,), reprefents the infolence of his 
phylician, who, in five months, extorted 54,000 crowns, and a rich 
bilhopric, ham the ftern avaricious tyrant. 

■" Prifcus (p. 61,) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which 
prote<Sled the life of a flave. Occidere. folent (fays Tacitus of the 
Oermans) non diiciplini et feveritate, fed impetu et ira, ut inimicum, 
nifi quod impune. De Moribus Germ. c. aj. The Heruli, who 
were the fubjedb of Attila, claimed, and exercifed, the power of life 
jmd death over their flaves. See a reiaarkable inftance in the fecond 
^kof Agathias. 

an 
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Q HA P. on happy and ittdependent ftsAe i which he hdd 
^ ^^^^ by the honourabk tenure of miiiUry femce. 
This reflexion naturally pf oduced a diff^ttte oti 
the advantagefi^, and defers, of the Roman go* 
vernment, which was fcverely arraigned by th« 
apoftate, and defended by Prifcus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation. The freedman of Onegefius 
expofed, in true and lively colours^ the vices of a 
ileclining empire, of which he bad fo long boon 
the victim ; the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes, unable to prote£l their fubjedls againft. 
the public enemy, unwilling to traft them with 
arms for their own deien^ce; the intolerable 
weight of taxes, rendered ftill more oppreffive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of oolIeS^ion } 
the obfcurityof numerousandcontradi&ory laws ; 
the tedious and expenfive forms* of judicial pro* 
ceedings ; the partial adminiftration of juftice } 
and the univer&l corruption, which incr^aied the 
influence of the rich, and aggrava(ted the mill 
fortunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
lympathy was at length revived in the bread of 
tbefortunate exile ; and he lamented, with a flood 
of tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magif- 
trates, who had perverted the wifefl: and moft 
falutary inftitutions^*. 
Treaty of The timid, or felfifli, policy of the Wefl;ern 
peace be- Romans had abandoned the Eafterti empire to the 
Attiu and Huns ^K The lofe of armies, and the want 0t 

theEaftern 

empire, 3a gee the whole converfation In Prifcus, p. 5 9 — 62. 

AJD. 446. « Nova iteriim Orienti afiUrgit ruiiia .... quum nulla ab OccI- 

dentalibus ferrentur auxilia. Ph>fper-Tyro compof^d his GhfoUide ill 

the Weil ; and his obferyation implies a cenfure. 

difcipline, 
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(Jifa!pim«> or virtue, were «ot fupplictd by the C H 4 R 
perfonal oharaaer of the mooarch. Th^odofi^ ^^^\ 
mi^t ^iU afibS: the ftjk» as well as tbe title, of 
Intmdbk Augufhif; bttt he wi« reduced to folicit 
the clemency of Attila, who iaiperiQudy dilated 
thde faarfh and humiliatmg oonditiona of peaqe. 
I. The Emperor of the Eaft rcfigned, by an ex-^ 
prefs or tacit convention, an es^tenfive and im-i 
poitant tef ritary, which ibetched along the 
foutbera banks of the Danube, from Singidunupd 
or Belgrade, as far as Novas, ip the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth waa defined by the vagua 
computation of fifteen days journey ; but, from 
the propolal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market, it foon appeared, that he 
comprehended the ruined city of Naiffus within 
the limits of his dominions. IL The King of the 
Huns required and obtained, that his tribute or 
fiibfidy Ihould be augmented from feven hundred 
pounds of gold to the ann\ial fum of two thou* 
land one hundred ; and he ftipulated the imme-* 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine, that fuch a d^- 
masd, which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
private wealth, wouldhavebeen readily difcharged 
by the opulent empire of the Eaft ; and the 
public diftrels affords a remarkable proof of the 
impoverifiied, or at lead of the diforderly, ftate 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paflage, through the fouled 

channels, 
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CHAP, channels, to the treafury of Conftantinople. The 
^^^^^^- revenue was diflipated by Theodofius, and his 
^vourites, in wafteful and profiife luxury; which 
was di%uifed by the names of Imperial magni- 
ficence, or Chriftian charity. The immediate 
iupplies had been exhaufted by the unforefeea 
neceffity of military preparations. A perfonal 
contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im- 
pofed on the members of the fenatorian order, 
was the only expedient that could difarm, with- 
out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of Attila: 
. and the poverty of the nobles compelled them 
to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing to 
public audtion the jewels of their wives, and 
the hereditary ornaments of their palaces ^^ 
IIL The King of the Huns appears to have efta- 
bliflied, as a principle of national jurifprudence, 
that he could never lofe the property, which he 
had once acquired, in the perfons who had 
yielded either a voluntary, or reluftant, fubmif- 
fion to his authority. From this principle he 
concluded, and the conclufions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had been 
taken prifoners in war, fliould be releafed with- 
out delay, and without ranfom; that every 
Roman captive, who had prefumed to efcape, 
Ihould purchafe his right to freedom at the price 
of twelve pieces of gold; and that all the Bafba- 

^ According to the defcriptlon, or rather inve^ive of Chryfoftora, 
an audlion of Byzantine luxury muft have been very produdlive. 
Every wealthy hoafe pofTeiled a femicircular table, of malTy filver» fuch 
as two men could fcarcely lift^ a vafe of folid gold of the weight of > 
forty pounds, cups, diflies of the fame metal,. ^c. 

3 rians. 
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rians, who had deferted the iUmdard of Attila, CHAP, 
fhould be reftored, without any promife, or fti- 
pulation, of pardon. In the execution of this 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial oflS- 
cers were forced to maflacre feveral loyal and 
noble deferters, who refufed to devote themfelves 
to certain death ; and the Romans forfeited all. 
reafonable claims to the friendflxip of any Scy« 
thian people, by this public confeffion, that they 
were deftitute either of faith, or power, to pro* 
te£i; the fuppliants, who had embraced the throne 
ofTheodofius". 

The firmnefs of a fingle town, fo obfcure, Spirit of 
that, except on this occafion, it has never been muntiwi. 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer^ ex- 
pofed the difgnace of the Emperor and empire*. 
Azimus, or Azimuntium, a fmall city of Thrace 
on the Illyrian borders 3% had been diilinguifhed 
by the martial Ipirit of its youth, the Ikill and 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen, 
and their daring exploits againil the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbarians, Inilead of tamely ex- 

^^ Ths articles of the treaty, exprefled without much order or pre- 
cifion, may be found in Prifcus fp. 34, ^Sf S^y 37- S3* &cO« Count 
Marcellinus difpenfes fome comfort, by obferving, ift, liat Attila 
himfelf foHcited the peace and prefeuts, which he hadjformerly re- 
fufed; and adiy, TJbat, about the fame time, the ambafladors of 
India prefented a fine large tame tyger to the Emperor Theodofius. ' 

^ Priicu8> p. $S9 3^* Among the hundred and eighty-two forts^ 
or caftles, of Thrace, enumerated by Procoplua (de Edificiis, I. iv. 
c. xi. tom. ii. p. 92. edit. Paris), there is one of the name of Efimontou^ 
-whole ppfition is doubtfully marked, in the neighbourhood of 
Anchialus, and the Euxine Sea. The name and walls of Azimun- 
tium might fubfift till the reign of Jeftinian ; but the race of its 
brave defenders had been carefully extirpated by the je«iloufy of the • 
Roman princes. 

pe6ling 
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c if A P. pe<^g their aipproadi,tIie Azimuntinesattack^ 
^^™^- in frequent and fliccefeful fdlies, the tro^ of 
the Huns^ who gradually declined the dangerous 
Neighbourhood; refbued from their hands the 
ijpoil and the captives, and recruited their domef- 
tie force by the voluntary alTociation of fugitives 
and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty, 
Attila ftill menaced the empire with implacable 
war, unlefs the Azimuntines were perfuaded, or 
compelled, to comply with the conditions which 
their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of 
Theodolius confeffed with fliame, and with truth, 
that they no longer poflefled any authority over a 
Ibciety of men, who fo bravely aflerted their 
natural independence; and the King of the Huns 
eondefcended to negociate an equsd exchange 
with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded 
the reftitution of fome Ihepherds, who, with their 
cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. A ftri£t, 
thou^ fruitlefs, inquiry was allowed : but the 
Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before 
they could recover two furviviog countrymen, 
whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 
for the fafety of their loft companions. Attila, 
on his fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
folemn afieveration, that the reft of the captives 
bad been put to the fword ; and that it was their 
conftant pra6lice, immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters, who had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious diffimulation may be condemned, or 
excufed, by the cafuifts, as they incline to the 

rigid 
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rigid decree^ of St. Augullin, or to the milder chap. 
fentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoftom : but .^1^\ 
every foldier, every ftatefman, mud acknow- 
ledge, that, if the race of the Azimuntines had 
been encouraged and multiplied, the Barbarians 
would have ceafed to trample on the majefty of 
the empire". 

It would have been ftrange, indeed, if Theo- Embaffiat 
dofius had purchafed, by the lofs of honour, a ^^^^^ 
fecure and Iblid tranquillity ; or if his tamenels Conftanti- 
had not invited the repetition of injuries. The "^^^^ 
Byzantine court was infulted by five or fix fuc- 
ceffive embaflSes^^j and the minifters of Attila 
were uniformly inftrudled to prefs the tardy or 
imperfect execution of the laft treaty; to produce 
the names of fugitives and deferters, who were 
Hill protefted by the empire ; and to declare, 
with feeming moderation, that unlefs their fo- 
vereign obtained complete and immediate fatiC- 
fa6tion, it would be impoflible for him, were it 
even his wifti, to check the refentment of his 
warlike tribes. Befides the motives of pride and 
intereft, which might prompt the King of the 
Huns to continue this train of negociation, he 



^^ The peeviih difpute of St. Jerom and St, Auguftin, who 
laboured^ by different expedients^ to reconcile the feeming quarrel 
of the two apoflles St. Peter and St. Paul, depends on the folution 
of an important queftion (Middleton's Works^ vol. ii. p. 5 — ro.)," 
which has been frequently agitated by Catholic and Ptoteftant 
divine$> and even by lawyers and philofophers of every age. 

^^ Montefquieu (Coniiderations fur la Grandeur, &c. c. xix.) has 
delineated, with a bpld and eafy pencili fome of the moft (hiking 
circumfiances of the pride of Attila, and the difgrace of the 
Romans. He deferves the praife of haying' read the Fragments ot 
Priicus, which have been too much difregarded. 

VOL. VI. F was 
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CHAP, was influenced by the Iqfs honourable view of 
XCTiv. enriching his favourites at the expence of his ene- 
mies. The Imperial treafury was exhaufted, to 
procure the friendly offices of the ambafladors, 
and their principal attendants, whofe favourable 
report might conduce . to the maintenance of 
peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered by 
the liberal reception of his minifters ; he com- 
puted with pleafure the value and Iplendour of 
their gifts, rigoroufly exadted the performance of 
every promife, which would contribute to their 
private emolument, and treated as an important 
bufinefs of fixate, the marriage of his fecretary 
Confl:antius3\ That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by iEtius to the King of the Huns^ 
had. engaged his fer;i^ice to the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople, for the ftipulated reward of a wealthy 
and noble wife ; and the daughter of Count 
Saturninuswas chofen todifcharge the obligations 
of her country. The relu£lance of the yidtim, 
fodie domeftic troubles, and the unjuft confiir 
cation of her fortune, cooled the ardour of her 
interefted lover ; but he ftill demanded, in the 
namq of Attila, an equivalent alliance; and after 
many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan- 
tine CQurt was compelled to facrifice to this info- 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth, 
opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft 

^9 See Prifcusy p. 69^ 71, 7», Ac. I would* fern believe, that this 
advetiturar was afterwards crudfiecl by the order of Attila> on a fuf- 
pidoQ of treafonaUe prances; but Prifcus (p. 57.) has too plainly 
difiiiq;uiafeed two perfons of the name of Co^iHantius, who, from 
the fimilar events of their lives^ might have been eafily confounded. 

12 illuftrious 
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iHuftrious rank of the Roman matrons. For chap. 
thefe importunate and oppreffive embafiSes, At- ^^^^^^^* 
tila claimed a fuitable return : he weighed, with 
fufpicious pride, the character and ftation of the 
Imperial envoys ; but he condefcended to pro^ 
mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to 
receive any minifters who had been invefted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this propoikl, by reprefenting the defblate 
and ruined condition of Sardica; and even ven* 
tured to infinuate, that every office of the army 
or houfehold was qualified to treat with the 
mod powerful prtncefi of Scythia. Maximin^, a 
refpedlable courtier, whofeabilities had been long 
exerdfed in civil and military employments^ 
accepted with reluctance the troublefome, and^ 
perhaps, dangerous commiffion, of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the King of the Huns. His friend, 
the hiftorian Prifcus*', embraced the opportunity 
of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peacefU 
and domeilic fcenes of life: but the fecret of the 



^ In the PerGan treaty concluded in the year 4%%$ the wift and 
eloquent Maximin had been the afleflbr of Ardaburiu8 (Socrates* 
L vii. c. ftc). When Mardan aicended the throne* the office of 
Gre9t Chamberlain was beftowed on Maxiinin* who is nmkedt ii| » 
public edid^> among the four principal minifters of ftate (NovelL 
ad Calc Cod, Theod, p. 31.). He executed a dvil and military 
commiffion in the Baftem provinces; and hi» death wit lamented by 
the lavages of /F.thiopia» whofe incurfions he had reprefled. See, 
Pnfcus* p. 4Q9 41. . ' 

^ Prifcos was a native of Panium in Thrace* and deftrve^r hy h» 
eloquence* an honourable place among the A)phifis of t)ie age. Hia 
Byzantine hiilory* which i«lated to his own times* was comprized in 
feven books. See Fabrichis* Bibliot. Gnec. torn, vi^p^ 135* «3tf. 
2fotwitl^ftanding the chariuble judgineiit of At qritjct^ I fufpeft 
that Biicus vi^ a Pagan. 

F 2 embafly. 
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CHAP, embafly, a fatal and guilty fecret, \7as entruited 
^^^^, only to the interpreter Vigilius. 3^he two lall 
ambafladors of the Huns, Oreiles, a noble fub* 
jeft of the Pannonian province, and Edecon, a 
valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, re- 
turiied at the fame time from Conftantinople to 
- the royal camp. Their obfcure names were 
afterwards illuftrated by the extraordinary for- 
tune and the contrail of their fons ; the two 
fervants of Attila became the fathers of the lad 
Roman Emperor t)f the Weft, and of \ the firft 
Barbarian King of Italy. 
The em- The ambafladors, who were followed by a 
Maximin uumcrous train of men and horfes, made their firft 
to Attila* halt at Sardica, at the diftance of three hundred 
■ ^^^' and fifly miles, or thirteen days journey from 
Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardica were 
ftiil included within the limits of the empire, it 
was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the 
duties of hofpitality. Tliey provided, with the 
affiftance of the provincials, a fufficient number 
of iheep and oxen; and invited the Huns to a 
Iplendid, or, at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the 
harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbed 
by mutual prejudice and indifcfetion. The great- 
nefs of the Emperor and the empire was warmly 
maintained by their minifters; the Huns, with 
equal adour, afferted the fuperiority of thfeir vic- 
torious monarch: the diipute was inflamed by the 
ralh and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who 
paflionately reje6ted the comparifon of a mere 
mortal with the divine Theodofius j and it was 
With extreme difficulty that Maximin and Prifcus 

were 
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were able to divert the converfation, or to«foothe chap. 
the angry minds, of the Barbarians. When they ,^^^^ 
rofe from table, the Imperial ambaflador pre* 
fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk 
robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully 
accepted. Yet Oreftes could not forbear in- 
finuating, that he had not always been treated 
with fuch refpe6l and liberality: and the offenfive 
diftin6tion which was implied, between his civil 
office and the hereditary rank of his colleague, 
feems to have made Edecon a doubtful friend, 
and Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. After this 
entertainment, they travelled about one hundred 
miles from Sardica to Naiffus. That flourifiiing 
city, which had given birth to the great Conftan- 
tine, was levelled with the ground : the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed or difperfed ; and the ap- 
pearance of fome fick perfons, who were ftill per- 
mitted to exift among the ruins of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe the horror of the profpeft. 
The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones of the flain ; and the ambafladors, who 
directed their courfe to the north-weft, were 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia-, 
before they defcended into the flat and marfhy 
grounds, which are terminated by the Danube. 
The Huns were maftersof the great river: their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hol- 
lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree ; the 
minifters of Theodofius were faf ely landed on the 
oppofite bank; and their Barbarian aflbciates im- 
mediately haftened to the camp of Attila, which 
was equally prepared for the amuiements of 
F 3 huntings 
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CHAP, bunting, or of war. No fooner had Maximin 
^ ^ ^- . J^ advanced about two miles from the Danube, 
than he began to experience the failidious in- 
£>lence of the conqueror. He was ftemly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a pleafant valley, left he 
ihould infringe the diftant awe that was due to 
the royal manfion. The miniftersof Attilapreffed 
him to communicate the bufinefs, and the in- 
ftru6fcions, which he referved for the ear of their 
fovereign. When Maximin temperately urged 
l!he contrary pra6tioe of nations, he was ilill more 
conibunded to find, that the refolutions of the 
Sacred Confiftory, thofe fecrets (fays Prifcus) 
which fcould not be revealed to the gods them- 
felves, had been. treacheroufly difclofed to the 
public enemy. On his refufal to coutifdy with 
fuch ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy was 
commanded inilantly to depart ; the order was 
recalled j it was again repeated ; and the Huns 
renewed their inefie6iual attempts to fiibdue the 
patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the 
interceffion of Scotta, the brother of OnegelHia, 
whofe friendihip had been purohafed by a liberal 
gift, he was admitted to the royal pre&nqe: but, 
inftead of obtaining a decifive anfwer, he was 
compelled to undertake a r^^ote journey 'to* 
wards the North, that Attila might enjoy the 
proud fatisfa6tion of receiving, in the fame camp, 
the ambafladors of the £ailern and W^ileto 
empires. His journey wasregulatedby the guides, 
• who obliged him to halt, to ihailen his mardbi, or 
to deviate from the common road, aait beft foited 
tbe convenience of the King. The ilomans 

who 
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who traverfed the plains of Hungary, fuppofe CHAP, 
that they pafled^era/ navigable rivers, either ^^^^^^* 
in canoes or portable boats ; but there is reafon 
to iuipedl, that the winding ftream of the Tey&, 
or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in different 
places, under different names. Rom the conti- 
guous villages they received a plentiful and regu- 
lar fupply of provifions; mead inftead of wine, 
millet in the place of bread, and a certain liquor 
named camus^ which, according to the report of 
Prifcas, was diftilled from barley^*. Such fare 
might appear coarfe and indelicate to men* who 
had tailed the luxury of Conftantinople : but, in 
their accidental diftrefs, they were relieved by 
the gentlenefs and hofpitality of the fame Bar- 
barians, fo terrible and fo mercilefs in war. Tlie 
ombaffadors had encamped on the edge of a large 
jnorafs. A violent tempeft of wind and rain, of 
thunder and lightning, overturned their tents, 
immerfed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and fcattered their retinue, who wandered 
in the darknefs of the night, uncertain of their 
road, and apprehenfive of fome unknown danger, 
till they awakened by their cries the inhabitants 
of a neighbouring village, tlie property of the 



^^ Tiie Huns themfelves (Hll coniailued to defpile the ktxiurs o£ 
agriculture; they abufed the privilege of a viAorious nation; and 
the Gothsy their induftrious fubjeds who cultivated the earth» 
dreaded their neighbourhood^ like that of fo many ravenous wolve9 
(Prifcusi p. 45.). In the fame manner the Sarts and Tadgics pro- 
vide for their own fui)fiftencey and for that of the Ulbec Tartan> 
their lazy and rapacious fovereigns. See 'Genealogical Hifiory of 
the Tartars, p. 423-4551 &c. 

F 4 widow 
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CHAP, widow of Bleda. A bright illumination, and, in 
^^^^ * ^^^ moments, a comfortable fire of reeds, was 
kindled by their officious benevolence : the wants, 
and even the defires, of the Romanswere liberally 
fatisfied; and they feem to have been erob^rriafled 
by the Angular politenefsof Bleda's widow, who 
added to her other favours the gift, or at leaft the 
loan, of a fufficient number of beautiful and ob- 
fequious'damfels. Thefun-lhine of thefucceeding 
d?.y was dedicated to repofe ; to colle6t and dry 
the baggage, and to the refrelhment of the men 
and horfes : but, in the evening, before they pur- 
sued their journey, the ambaflkdors exprefied 
•their gratitude to the bounteous lady of the vil- 
lage, by a very acceptable prefent of filver cups, 
red fleeces, dried fruits, and Indian pepper. Soon 
after this adventure, they rejoined the march of 
. Attila, from whom they had been feparated about 
fix days ; and flowly proceeded to the capital of 
an empire, which did not contain, in the ipace 
of feveral thoufand miles, a fingle city. 
ihe royal As far as we may afcertain the vague and ob- 
viiiage and f^urc geography of Prifcus, this capital appears 
to have been feated between the Danube, the 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of 
Upper Hungary, and mod probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or Tokay ^^ In 

♦^ It is evident, that Prifcus paffed the Danube and the Teyfs, 
and that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian hills. Agria, 
Tokay, and Jazberm, are fituated in the plains circumfcribed by 
this definition. M. de Buat (Hiftoire des Peuples, &c. torn. vii. 
p. 461.) has chofen Tokay; Gtrokofci (p. 180. apud Mafcou, 
ix. 2i3>), a learned Hungarian, has preferred Jazberin, a place about 
thirty-fix miles weflward of Buda and the Danubt. 

41 its 
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its origin it could be no more than an accidental chap. 
camp, whichi by the long and frequent refidence y^^^\ 
of Attila, had infenfibly fwelled into a huge vil- 
lage, for the reception of his court, of the troops 
who followed his perfon, and of the various mul- 
titude of ic^le or induftrious flaves and retain- 
ers *^ The baths, conflru6led by Onegefius, 
w^ere the only edifice of ftone ; the materials 
had been tranfported from Pannonia ; and fince 
the adjacent country was deilitute even of large 
timber, it may be- prefumed, thslt the meaner 
habitations of the royal village confided of ftraw, 
of mud, or of canvas. The wooden houfes of the 
more illuftrious Huns, were built and adorned 
with rude magnificence, according to the rank, 
the fortune, or the tafte of the proprietors. They 
feem to have been difl^ributed with fome degree 
of order and iymmetry; and each fpot became 
more honourable as it approached the perfon of 
the fovereign. The palace of Attila, which fur. 
pafied all other houfes in his dominions, was built 
entirely of wood, and covered an ample fpace of 
ground. The outward enclofure was a lofty wall, 
or pallifade, of fmooth fquare timber, interfe£ted 
with high towers, but intended rather for oma» 
ment than defence. This wall, which feems to 



^ The royal village of Attila may be compared to the city of Ka- 
racorum^ the refidence of the fucceffors of Zing^s; whichi though it 
appears to have been a more ftablt habitation^ did not equal the fize 
or fplendoor of the town and abbey of St. Denys^ in the x 3th century 
(fee Rubruquisy in the Hiiloire Generale des Voyages, torn. vii. p.a;86«). 
The camp of Auiengzebey as it b fo agreeably defcribed by Bemier 
(tom.ii. p.fti7 — %^S*)% blended the manners of Scythia with the 
magnificence and luxury of Hindofian. 

hav« 
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CHAP, have encircled the declivity of a hill, com^fe* 
xxxiv^ hended a great variety of wooden edifices, adapted 
to the ufes of royalty. A feparate houfe was 
affigned to each of the numerous wives of 
Attila ; and, inftead of the rigid and illiberal 
con&iement impofed by Afiatic jesdoufy, they 
politely admitted the Roman ambafladors to their 
prefence, their table, and even to the freedom 
of an intiocent embrace. When Maximin offered 
his prefents to Cerca, the principal queen, he 
admired the Angular architedlure of her manfion, 
the height of the round columns, the fize and 
beauty of the wood,which was curioufly ihaped, 
or turned, or poliihed, or carved ; and his at- 
tentive eye was able to difcover fome tafte in 
the ornaments, and fome regularity in the pro- 
portions. After paffing through the guards who 
watched before the gate, the ambafladors were 
introduced into the private apartment of Cerca. 
The wife of Attila i:.eceived their vifit fitting, or 
rather lying, on a foft couch; the floor was 
covered with a carpet; the domeftics formed a 
circle round the Queen ; and her damfels, feated 
on the ground,were employed in working the va- 
riegated embroidery which adorned the drefe of 
the Barbaric warriors. The Huns w^e ambitious 
of difplayingthofe riches which were the fruit and 
evidencQ of their viiSories: the trappings of their 
bpr&£;, their fwords, iand iev^n their flioes, wer^ 
ftudded with gold and precious ftones;>nd 
tlieir tables were profufely fpread with {diates«ABd 
goblets, and vafes of gold and filver, which had 

been 
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been fafliioned by the labour of Grecian ar tifts. chap. 
The monarch alone aflumed the fuperior pride of ^^xiv. 
ftili adhering to the fimplicity of his Scythian 
anceftors *\ The drefs of Attila, his arms, and 
the furniture of his horfe, were plain, without 
ornament, and of a fingle colour. The royal 
table was ferved in wooden cups and platters ; 
flefii was his only food ; and the conqueror of 
the North never tailed the luxury of bread. 
. When Attilafirfl gave audience to the Roman The bcha; 
smhaSkdoTs on the banks of the Danube, his "j^^^^ 
tent was encompafled with a formidable guard, the Ronuui 
The monamh bimfelf was feated in a wooden ^^^" 
chair. His item countenance^angrygeftures, and 
impatient tone, ja^SLomfhed the firmnefs of Maxi- 
min ; but Vigilius had oaore reafon to tremble, 
lince he diftin3;ly underftood the menace, that 
if Attila did not jrefpe£t the law of nations, he 
would Qftil the deceitful interpreter to a crofi, 
and leave his body to the vultures. The Barba- 
rian condefcemled, by producing an accurate lift, 
to expofe the bold fal&hood of VigiKus, who had 
affirmed that no more than feventeen deferters 
could be found. But hie arrogantly declared, 
that ^fae apprehended only the difgrace of con- 
tending with his furtive ilaves j lince he deQ)ifed 
their impotent efforts to defend the provinces ' 
which Theodofittfi had entrufted to their arms : 

^ Wlm.the M(^4ri%«d«lie ^ib of Afit, in ,aw» dvt nf 

Toncat} the throne of Zingis was fd\i covertd with the origin^ 

' bfau:k iek cMpet^ on which he had been featedy when he was raifed 

totbecwmMAJoih»w9fVIUi^ ,Se^ VJ»<bGengifcaa» 

Liy.c.9* 

« For 
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CHAP. « For what fortrefe" (added Attila), « what city^ 
** in the wide extent of the Roman empire, can 
*• hope to exift, fecure and impregnable, if it 
*' is our pleafure that it fliould be erazed from 
" the eartK ?" He difmifled, however, the in- 
terpreter, who returned to Conilantinople with 
his peremptory demand of more complete refti- 
tjution, and a more Iplendid embafly. His anger 
gradually fubfided, and his domeftic fatisfa6lion, 
in a marriage which he celebrated on the road 
with the daughter of Eflam, might perhaps con- 
tribute to mollify the native fiercenefs of his 
temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal 
village, was marked by a very lingular cere- 
mony. A numerous troop of women came out to 
meet their hero, and their king. They marched 
before him, diflributed into long and regular 
files: the intervals between the files were filled by 
white veils of thin linen, which the women on 
either fide bore aloft in their hands, and which 
formed a canopy for a chorus of young virgins, 
who chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian 
language. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, 
with a train of female attendants, faluted Attila 
at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the 
palace } and offered, according to the cuftom of 
the country, her refpeftful homage, by intreating 
him to taile the wine and meat, which Ihe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo- 
narch had gracioufly accepted her holpitable gift, 
his domeilics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height, as he fat on horfeback ; and Attila, 

when 
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when he had touched the goblet with his lips, chap. 
again faluted the wife of Onegefius, and con- ,^^^*^ 
tinned his march. During his refidence at the 
feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in the / 

reclufe idlenefs of aferaglioj and the King of the 
Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity ,without 
concealing his perfon from the public view. He 
frequently aifembled his council, and gave audi- 
ence to the ambafladors of the nations; and his 
people might appeal to the fupreme tribunal, 
which he held at ftated times, and, according to 
the Eaftern cuftom, before the principal gate of 
his wooden palace. The Romans, both of the 
Eaft and of the Weft, were twice invited to the 
banquets, where Attila feafted with the princes 
and nobliesof Scythia. Maximinandhis colleagues The royal 
were ftopped on the threfliold, till they had made ^^• 
a devout libation to the health and profperity of 
the King of the Huns; and were conducted, £ufler 
this ceremony, to their refpe^tive feats in a fpa- 
cious hall. The royal table and couch, covered 
with carpets and fine linen, was raifed by feveral 
fteps in the midft of the ball; and a fon, an uncle> 
or perhaps a favourite king, were adniitted to 
fliare the fimple and homely repaft ofAttila. Two 
lines of fmall tables, each of which contained three 
or four guefts, were ranged in order on either hand;, 
the right was efteen^ed the moft honourable, but 
the Romans ingenuoufly confefs, that they were 
placed on the left ; and, that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain, moft probably of the Gothic race, pre- 
ceded thereprefentativesofTheodofiusandValen- 

tinian. 
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CHAP, tinian. Th6 Barbarian monarch received from his 
cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and cour- 
teoufly drank to the health of the moft diftinguifli- 
ed gueil ; who rofe from! his feat, and exprefled, 
in the fame manner, his loyal and refpe6lfiil vows. 
This ceremony was fucceffi vely performed for all, 
or at leaft for the illuftrious perfons of the 
aflembly ; and a confiderable time mufl have been 
confumed, fince it was thrice repeated, as each 
courfe of fervice was placed on the table. But the 
wine ftill remained after the meat had been re- 
moved; and the Huns continued to indulge their 
intemperance long after the fober and decent am- 
bafladorsof the two empires had withdrawn them- 
ielves from the no6turnal banquet. Yet before 
they retired, they enjoyed a fingular opportunity 
of obferving the manners of the nation in their 
convivial amufemenfs. Two Scythians flood 
before the couch of Attila, and recited the 
verfes which they had compofed, to celebrate 
his valour and his victories. A profound filence 
prevailed in the hall ; and the attention of the 
guefts was captivated by the vocal harmony,^ 
which revived and perpetuated the memory 
of their own exploits : a martial ardour flaihed 
from the eyes of the warriors, who were impa- 
tient for battle; and the tears of the old men 
exprefled their generous defpair, that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the field ^^. This entertainment, which might be 

^ If we may believe Plutarcli (m DemetriO) torn. v. p. 14.) it was 
llie caftom of the ScytfaBnsy when they mdnlged in the pleafures of 
the tablet to awaken their languid coura^ by the martial harmony 
of twanging their bow^ftiings. 

confidered 
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confidered as a fchool of military virtue, was fuc- CHAP, 
ceeded by a farce, that debafed the dignity of ^^^^^* 
human nature. A Mooriih and a Scythian buffoon 
fucceffively excited the mirth ^of the rude fpec- 
tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs, 
antic geftures, abfurd fjpeeches, and the ftrange 
unintelligible confufion of the Latin, the Gothic, 
and the Hunnic languages; and the hall refound* 
ed with loud and licentious peals of laughter. In 
the midft of this intemperate riot, Attila alone, 
without a change of countenance, maintained his 
ftedfafl and inflexible gravity ; which was never 
relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the 
•youngeft of his fons : he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal tendernefs, gently pinched 
him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affect 
tion, which was juflified by the affurance of his 
prophets, that Irnac would be the future fup- 
port of his family and empire. Two days afler^ 
wards, the ambafladors received a fecond invita- 
tion; and they had reafon to praife the politenefs^ 
as well as the hofpitality, of Attila. The King 
of the Huns held a long and familiar converfation 
with Maximin ; but his civility was interrupted 
byrudeexpreffions, and haughty reproaches; and 
he was provoked, by a motive of intereft, to fup- 
port, with unbecoming zeal, the private claims 
of his fecretary Conftantius. " The Emperor" 
(faid Attila), " has long promifed him a rich 
*^ wife; Conftantius muft not be difappointed ;^ 
«* nor fhould a Roman emperor deferve the name. 
** ojf liar.** On the third day, the ambaffadors 

were 
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CHAR were difinified ; the freedom of feveral captivea 

^^]^^ was granted, for a moderate ranfom, to their 

preffing entreaties ; and, befides the royal pre- 

fents, they were permitted to accept from each 

of the Scythian nobles, the honourable and ufe- 

ful gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by the 

fame road, to Conilantinople ; and though he 

was involved in an accidental difpute with Beric, 

the new ambaffador of Attila, he flattered himfeliF 

that he had contributed, by the laborious journey, 

to confirm the peace and alliance of the two 

nations ^^ 

Confpiracy B"* *he Roman ambaffador was ignorant of 

of ^^^ the treacherous defign, which had been concealed 

L^^c under the malk of the public faith. The furprife 



ai 



life of and fatisfa6lionof Edecon,when he contemplated 
** the fplendour of Conftantinople, had encouraged 
the interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a 
fecret interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius *% 
whogovemed the Emperor and the empire. After 
fome previous converfation, and a mutual oath 
of fecrefy, the eunuch, who had not, from hift 



^7 The curious narrative of this emba%9 which required few 
obfervationsy and was not fufceptible of any collateral evidence^ 
may be found in Prifcus, p. 49-— 70* But I have not con&ied myfelf 
to the fame order ; and I had previoufly extraAed the hiftortcal cir« 
cumliancesy which were lefs intimately conne<5led with the journey* 
and bufinefs of the Roman ambaifadors. 

^^ M. de Tillemont has very properly given the fucceflion of 
Chamberlainsy who reigned in the name of Theodoiius. Cbryh" 
phius Was the laft> and, according to the unanimous evidence of 
hiftory» the worft of thefe favourites (fee Hiit des £mpereuiis> 
tom. vi. p. XI 7 — 119. Mem. Ecclef. torn. xv. p.4jS.). His par- 
tiality for his godfather, the herefiarch Eutyches, engaged him t9 
peifecute the orthodox party, 

owp 



itfifiH feelings or expefricftice, imbibed any exalted chap. 
lilotions oif mmift^rial Virtue, vetatured to propole ^^^^^^• 
fbe detath of Attila, ^s an important fervice, by 
%hich !E4ee6n 'ftriglft d^ferve a liberal fliare d£ 
ibe wejilfh and luxury which he admired. The 
limbatfador of the Hunffliftened to tire tempting 
offer f ^nd profi^fTed^ with apparent zeal, his abi^^ 
lity, as Well as readinefs, to execute the bloody 
deed : iSie defign was communicated to the maP 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius' 
confented to the aflailination of his invincible 
tfnethy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
bated by the diffimulation, or the repentaince, of 
^deeonj and, though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon, which hef 
feemed to approve, he dexteroiifly aflumed the 
merit of ati earlyand voluntary confefflon. If we 
"HOW review the embalTy of Ma^imin, and the' 
behaviour of Attila, we muft applaud the Bar- 
barian, who refpefted the laws of holpitality, and 
generoufly entertained and difmiffed the minifter 
of a prince who had confpired againft his life. 
But the rafhnefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
"extraordinary, fince he returned, confcious of his- 
guilt and danger, to the royal camp ; accom- 
][)anied by his fon, and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold, which the favourite eu- 
nueh had fumiflied, to fatisfy the demands of 
Edecon, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The interpreter was infl;antly feized, and dragged 
before the tribunal of Attila, where he afferted 
bis innocence with Ipecious firmnefs, till the 
*' roL. VI. G threat 



82 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, threat of infli£ling inftant death on his fon, ex^ 
^^™^ torted from him a finceredifcovery of the crimi- 
nal tranfa6lion« Under the name of ranfom or 
confifcation, the rapacious King of the Huns 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a traitor, whom he difdained to punifli. . Ha 
pointed his jufi indignation againft a nobler 
He repri- obje6t. His ambafladors Eflaw and Oreftes were 
^^^^ immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with 
the Empc- a peremptory inftru6lion, which itwas much fafer 
'*^*'* for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly 

entered the Imperial prefence, with the fatal purfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes j who 
interrogated the eunuch Chryfaphius, as he ftoo J 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eflaw, who gravely addrefled the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words: " Theodofius is the 
" fon of an illuftrious and refpe^table parent : 
*' Attila likewife is defcended from a noble race ; 
*« and he has fupported, by his afilions, the dig- 
•* nity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
^ zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
*' nal honours, and, by confenting to pay tribute, 
*' has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
* ' flave. It is therefore j uff, that he fliould re ve- 
" rence the man whom fortune and merit have 
" placed above him ; inftead of attempting, like 
" awicked flave, clandeftinely to confpire againft 
•« his mafter." The fon of Arcadius, who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery, heard . 

3 with 
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with alloniihment the fevere language of truth ; chap. 
he blulhed and trembled j, nor did he prefume ^^^^^^• 
dire6lly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eflaw and Oreftes were inftru6led to demand. 
A folemn embafTy, armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, two 
miniilers of confular or patrician rank, of whom 
the one. was great treafurer, and the other was 
mafler-gener^l of the armies of the Eaft- He 
CQE^efcended to meet thefe ambafladors on the 
banks of the river Drenco ; and though he at firft 
afie6leda ilern arid haughty demeanour, his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and 
liberality. He condefcended to pardqj^ the Em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace ; releafed a great number of captives j 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
fate J and refigned a large territory, to thefouth 
^ of the Danube, which he had already exhaufted 
of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war ; and the 
fubjedts of Theodofius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreffive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have 
paid for his deftruftion^^ 

The 

^ This fecret confpinicyy and its important confeqiiences, may 
be traced in the fragments of Prifcus, p. 37, 38> 39. 54. 70, 71, 72. 
The ^(^noldsY of that hiftorian is not fixed by any precife date ; 

G % but 
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c H A ?. The fetnperor 'rtieodofeus diA not long furVivfe 
XXXIV. \}i^ ifjQji humiliating circumflance of an inglo- 
Theodo- ^oiis life. As he was riding, or hunting, in the 
fiu8 the neighbourhood of Conftantindple, lie was thrown 
dies,"^^ from his horfe into the river Lycus : the fpihe of 
AJ).45o. the back was injured by the f&ll; and he expired 
July »^- 5 fome days afterwards, in the fiftieth year ofhis 
isige, and the fdrty-third of his reign ***. His 
fifter Pulcheria, whofe authority liad been coh- 
trouled both in civil and ecclefiaftical aflaifsby 
the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una- 
himoufly proclaimed Einpfefs of the Eaft ; and 
the Romans, for the firft time, fubmitted fo a 
female rergn. No fooner had Pulcheria afcended 
the throne, than Ihe indulged her own and the 
public reftfttment, by an a6b of popular juftice,. 
Without any legal trial, the eunuch Chryfaphius 
was executed before the gates of the city ; and 
the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 
by the rapacious favourite, ferved only to haften 
and to jullify his puhiftiment^'. Amidft the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people,^^ 
the Emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dit' 
advantage to which her fex was expofed; and fhe 



Vat the feries of negotiatioip jsetween. AttUa and the Eaftem 
pire, muft be included bet:Kreen the threfe or four years which art 
terminated) A.D. 45 Oy by the death of Theodofias* 

*=» Theodoras the Reader (fee Valef, Hift. Eccle£ tonuiii. p. 563.). 
and the t^afchal Chronicle^ mention the fally without fpecifying the 
injury : but the confequence was To likely to happen, and fo unlikely 
to be invented, that we may iafely give credit to Nicephorus Calliftusy 
a Gredc of the fourteenth century. 

^ Pulcherise nutu (fays Count Marcellinus) fua cum avariti4' 
interemptus eft She abandoned the^ eunuch to the pious revenge 
of aloni wfaofe father had fufiered at his infiigation. - ^ . 

wifely 
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ivilely r^foljy.^d to prevent their murmurs by th? c,h a f. 
choice of a colleague, whp v^guld always r^fped^ ,^^^\ 
the fuperior rank arid virgin chaftity of his wife. 
S!^e gave her Ijiand tp Marciai;), ^ f^nator, about and la foe- 
fixty years of age; and the nominal huiband o£^^^^ 
]^ilcheria was folen^ntyinveftedwith the Iniperial Aug. 25. 
purple. The ;?eal which he diiplayed fpr the 
orthodox creed, as it was eftabliflied by the coup- • 
pil of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour Off Marcian in a private life, and after- 
wards on the throne, may fupport a more rationajl 
belief, that he was qualified to reftore and in- 
;vigorate an- empire^ which had been almoll 
diflblved by the fucceffive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born ;n Thrace, and 
educated to the prc^effionof arms; but Marcian's 
youth had been feverely exercifed by poverty 
and misfortune, fince bis only f efource, wheu he 
firil arrived at Conflantinople, confided in twp 
hundred pieces of gpld, which he had borrowed 
of a friend, lie pafled nineteen years in the 
domeftic and military fervice of Afpar, and his 
fon Ardaburius ; followed thofe powerful generals 
to the Perfian and Africap wars j and obtained, 
by their influence, the honourable rank of tri- 
bune and fenatpr. His inild dilpofition, and 
ufeful talents^ withput alarming the jealouiy, 
recommended Marcian tp the elleem and favour 
of his patrons : be had feen, perhaps he had f^jit, 
the abufes of a venal and oppreflive adminiftra? 
tion i and his own example gave weight an4 

G 3 energy 
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c U A ?• energy to the laws, which he promulgated fof 
xxxiw jj^^ reformation of manners*'. 



fk^icw 11» |ciihr« wlack S^ Leo aaA dK Cidn&cs kxic 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Invqfion of Gaul by Attila—He is repulfed by 
JEtitis and the Vifigoths. — Attila invades and 
evacuates Italy. — Tlie Deaths ofAttila, JStius^ 
and Valentinian the Third. 

TT was the opinion of Marcian, that war fhould chap. 
be avoided, as long as it is poffible to pre- xxxv. 
ferve a fecure and honourable peace ; but it was Attila 
likewife his opinion, that peace cannot be ho- threatens 
nourable or fecure, if the fovereign betrays a phtM,^d 
pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate prepares 
courage diftated his reply to the demands of q^^ ® 
Attila, who infolently preffed the payment of the AJ). a$o. 
annual tribute. The Emperor fignified to the 
Barbarians, that they muft no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome by the mention of a tribute ; 
that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming 
liberality, the faithful friendlhip of his allies ; but 
that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace, 
they fliould feel that he poffeflTed troops, and 
arms, and refolution, to repel their attacks. The 
fame language, even in the camp of the Huns, 
was ufed by his ambaflador Apollonhis, whofe 
bold refulal tp deliver the prefents, till he had 
been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed 
a fenfq of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expe6l from the 

©*4 degenerate 
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c H A P; degenerate Rotpans'. He threatened to jchafti^ 
^'^^^^^ therafhfucceflbrofTheodofius^ but he hefitated 
;ivhether he fhould firft direct his invincible arms 
againfl the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited Im decific^ witbanf^ful fufpenfe^ 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra^ 
venna and Conilantinople ; and his minifter^ 
ialuted the two Emperors with the feme haughty 
declaration, f* Attila, wzy lord^ and fky lord, 
f^ commands thee to provide a palace for his 
^* immediate reception*.** But as the Barb^riaii 
defpifed^ or affe6led to defpife, the Romans oi 
the Eaft, whom he had fo often yanquiftied^ he. 
jToon declared his refolution of fufpending tb?f 
GSify conceit, till he had atchieyed a njore glo^i 
rious and important enjerprife^, In the memoj^ 
table invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huin^ 
were natuially attradled by the wealth and fer^ 
tility of thofe provinces j but the ps^rticular mo- 
jtives and provocatiops of Attila, can only h^ 
explained by the ftate of the Weftern empire? 
under the reign of Valehtinian, or, tofpeak morft 
correfibly, under thp adminiftration of iEtius% 
cjiaraacr After the death of his rival Boniface, -^E|iu5 
id^" had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns j^ 



of JEtm9. 



' See Prifcus, p.39. 74* 

^ The Alexandrian or Paichal Chromcle^ wIucIl. introduces tbii 
Jiaughty meflage^ durieg the lifetime of Theodofiusy may have an*- 
dcipated the date ^ but the dull annalift was incapable of inventing 
|he ori^nal and genuine ftyle of Attilsu 

^ The fecond book of the Hiftoire Critique de rEtabliifement 
dela Monarchie Fran9oife, tom«i*p«iS9 — 444. throws great light 
on the ftate of GauU when it was inyaded by Attila ; but the 
ingenious author, the Abbe Pubo8| too often benders himfelf iji 
fj&tm and conjedhire* 

IX and 



jj^dbie w?.s ii^d,6l?te4 totlji^ir-allianceifcv^ C^f^tjf 9jJ14 ^ 
Itpd his reftoratifpn. Inijead. of the fuppliaijt laii- \^^^^ 
gu^ig^ qf 9c guilty exile, i.^ fo^cited ijs pardpH A,D. ' 
at the head of fixty thoi^fand^ Barbapians ; an^ th^ 433— 4i4. 
Empr^fs Placi dia confeflfed, by a flae We refiftanccj, 
•that the co.ndefcenfion, which mig^t h^ve beea 
afcribed to demency, was the effe6l of weaknef^ 
pj^'fear. She delivered herfelf, herfonValentiniar^, 
and the Weftern empire into the hands of an 
infolent fubjefil, nor could Placidia prote.ft thj^ 
fon-in-law <^* Boniface, the virtuous a.nd faithfv4 
Sebaftian^, from the implacable perfeciitipi)^ 
which urged him ftom one kingdom to another, 
till he miferably perifhe4 in the ferviqe pf th^ 
Vandals. The fortunate -^tius, who was !!%• 
mediately promoted to the T%nk of patrician, ai\4 * 
thrice invefted with the honours of the confulfhipi, 
affumed, with the title of mailer of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole military power of tl^g 
fiate ; and he is fometimes flyled, by conten^po- 
rary writers, the Duke, pr General, of the Ra- 
mans of the Weft- His prudence, rather than 
his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofius in the pofleffion of the purple j and 
Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 

* Viaor Vitenfis, (de Perfecut. Vandal. L i. c. 6. p. 8. edit Ruinart) 
calb him, acer concilioet ftrenuud in bello; but his courage, when 
he became jmfortuiute, was cisnfured as defperate raflmefs ; and S»- 
baftian deferved, or obtained, the epithet oi pra^eps (Sidon. ApoUinar* 
Carmen, ix. i8i )• His adventures at Conftantinople, in Sicily, Gaul* 
Spain, and Airica, are faintly marked in the Chronicles of Marcel^ 
linus and Idatius. In his diftrefs, he was always followed by a nu- 
merous train ; fincelie could ravage theiiKUe^nt and Fropontisi and 
ittte the city of Barcelona. 

luxury 
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CHAP. luxury of Italy, whUe the patrician appeared in 
*^"^^* the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftem empire. The Gothic hiftorian inge- 
nuoufly confeffes, that iEtius was born for the 
falvation of the Roman republic ^ ; and the fol- 
lowing portrait, though it is drawn in the faireft 
Colours, mull be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. "His 
•* mother was a wealthy and noble Italian, and 
«* his father Gaudentius, who held a diftinguiftied 
•* rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofe 
•* from the flation of a military dorheJUcj to tbe 
** dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon, 
** who was enrolled almoft in his infancy in th^ 
** guards, was given as a hoftage, firft to Alaric, 
** and afterwards to the Huns ; and he fuccef- 
** fively obtained the civil and military honours 
** of the palace, for which he was equally qua- 
** lified by fuperior merit. . The graceful figure 
" of ^tius was not above the middle ftature j 
^* but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
" for ftrength, beauty,, and agility; and he 
** excelled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
" horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave- 
" lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
^ " food or of fleep ; and his mind and body were 
** alike capable of the mod laborious efforts. 
" He poffeffed the genuine courage, that can 
** defpife not only dangers but injuries ; and it 

' Rapublicae Romanae luagulariter natus, qui fuperbUm Suevonim» 
Francorumque barbariem immenfis coedibus fervire Imperio Romano 
coegiilfet. Jomaiides de Rebus Geticlsy c. 34. p. 660. 

<* was 
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<^ was impoffible either to corrupt, or deceive, or c U A P. 
^ intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul **." y^^^ 
The Barbarians, who had feated themfelves in the 
Weftem provinces, were infenfibly taught to re- 
lpe6l the faith and valour of the patrician jiEtius. 
He foothed their paifions, confulted their pre- 
judices, balanced their interefts, and checked 
their ambition. A feafonable treaty, which he 
concluded with Genferic, protefted Italy from 
the depredations of the Vandals ; the indepen- 
dent Britons implored and acknowledged his 
falutary aid ; the Imperial authority was reftored 
and maintained in Gaul and Spain ; and he com- 
pelled the Franks and the Suevi, whom he had 
vanquifhed in the field, to become the ufeful 
confederates of the republic. 

From a principle of intereft, as well as grati- His c^n- 
tude, iEtius affiduoufly cultivated the alliance of ^^^^^ 
the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a Huns and 
hbftage, or an exile, he had familiarly converfed ^^^^^ 
with Attilahimfelf,the nephew of his benefaffcor; 
and the two famous antagonifls appear to have 
been conne6led by a perfonal and military friend- 
fliip, which they afterwards confirmed by mu- 
tual gifts, frequent embaffies, and the education ^ 
ofCarpilio, the fon of iEtius^ in the camp of 
Attila. By the ipecious profeffions of gratitude 

^ This poitnut is drawn by Renatus Profuturus Frigeridusy a con- 
temporary hiftorian, known only by fome extraAs, which are pre- 
ierved by Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c, 8. in torn. iL p. 163.). It was 
probably the duty> or at leaft die interefti of Renatus, to magnify the 
virtues of ^tius ; but he would have (hewn more dexterityj if he 
liad not infified on his ^p^ikoXt forgiving difpbfitibn. 

and 



c^^* aud Yolimteiy ^ttftchnjeflt, the p^t^cian mi^^. 

,J^^^\ di^uifg h^ s^prehenfions of the Scy;thian. con- 
(gJ^&coTj wW yi^efle4 tfc^ tvo empires yfith h^ 
inuumerabie armie);. £[i$ demands were obe^rec^ 
or ^uded* Whei? he clairned the IpoiU of ^ van- 
q^uiihed city, fome vafes of gold, which h,ad l^eei;^ 
Icaudufently erabe??lecl, the civil a^d military 
gayemoxs of Noricum were immec^iately dit- 
patcfaed to fatisfy his coi;npWnt& ^ : and it is 
evident, ftpm their conv^rfation witli^ Maximia 
^nd Prifcus, ip the royal village, that the valour 
and prudence of u3ptius hacl not faved t^e^ 
Weilem Eom^^ i^om If^^. common ignominy 
of tribmte* Yet b;s dexterous policy prp^lgngea 
tl^e advsintages of a fahitary peace ; ar^ a i;iu* 
merous army of Huns and Alani, whom he had 
attached to his p^rfon, was employed in ^he 
deJfepce of Gaul. Two colonies of tl^efe !E(ar- 
Ipiariaps were judicioufly fixed in the territori^^ 
of V^ens and Orleans * : and their aflbiye ca- 
valry fecured the important paff^es of the 

^ The embafly confiited of Count Romulus ; of IVomotusy pre* 
fident of Noricum ; and of Romanu8> the 'military duke* T^^^ 
-were accompanied by TatuUusy an iUuilrious citizen of Petovio» 
in the fame province, and father of Oreftes, who had married the 
daughter of Count Romulus. See Prifcus, p* S7* 65. Caffiodoriiu 
(Vaiiar. L 4.) mentions another embafly, which was executed ^y 
liis father and Carpilio, the fon of JEtius : and, as Attila was no 
more, he eoold fafdy boaft of {heir manly intrepid behaviour in bU 
prefence. 

. " Peferta Valentinse urbis rura Alanis partienda traduntur. Prof* 
per. Tyronis Chron. in Hifloriens de France, tom^L p. 639. A few 
lines afterwards, Profper obferves, that lands in the^ »//^rior Caul 
were affigned to the Alani. Without admitting tlie corre^on of 
I3|u))os (torn. s. p. $00.% the rear6nal)ie fuppofition of two colonies 
or garrifons of Alanif lyiU cpzifirm' his arguments^' and remove hi^ 
pbje^Uons. :-.:». 

Rhdae 



^htftie and of the Loire. Thefe fkvage ^fiiek c ftA ». 
i^r^rfetiot iYideea lefs ^formi^able 'to Ae fiftjeAs ,^^;^ 
t'hkii to the enemies '6f !Rome. Their Original 
fettlement wsis enforced t^ith the licetftioiife 
vioTehCfe of conqueft ; afii the province through 
Which ^hey 'nt^rdhed ^S^aS expofecl to all the 
tiklkmities bf an hoftite invafion '. Strangers to 
ihfel&hipefror. or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
Vefe devoted to the atiiibition of JEtius ; and 
tTibiigh he triight Ibfpefit, that ih a cdnteft with 
Attila hitnfelf, they Svodld i^evolt to the ftandarcl 
of their national king, the patrician laboured t& 
reftrain, rather than to excite their zeal and 
refehttnetit againfl the Goths, the Burgundians, 
land the Franks. 

The kingdom eftabliftied by the Vitigoths in We viii. 
ihe fouthern provinces of Gaul, bad graiiually Gauhmder 
acquired ftrength and maturity j and the con- thereign 
du6l of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in ^^^ 
peace or war, engaged the perpetual vigilance A.D. 
of ^tius. After the death of Wallia, the Go- *»9-*^^- 
thic Iceptre devolved to Theodoric, the fon of 



9 See Profper. Tyro^ p. 63^. ' Sidonius (Ptoegyr. Avit. 946.) 
nplalnsy in the name of Auvergne^ his native countiyy 

Litoiius Scythicos equites tunc forte .fiiba<5lo 
CeUus Aremoricoy G^eticum rapiebat in agmen 
Per terrasy Arveme> tuasy qui proxinia quseque 
Difcurfuy flammisy fierroy feritate^ rapinis, 
Delebant ; pads fallentes nomen inane. 

Aaiotlier poet, Paulinus of Perigord^ confirms the complaint : 
Kam focium vix fenre queas, qui durior Jioile. 

See Dubosf tom« u p. 334K 

the 
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CHAP, the great Alaric " j and his profperous rdgn^ 
^ ^^^^ of more than thirty years, over a turbulent 
people, may be allowed to prove t^at his pru- 
dence was fupported by uncommon vigour, 
both of mind and body. Impatient of his nar- 
row limits^ Theodoric afpired to the pofleffion 
of Aries, the wealthy feat of government and 
commerce j but the city was faved by the timely 
approach of iEtius ; and the Gothic King, who 
had raifed the liege with fome lofs and diigrace, 
was perfuaded, for an adequate fubfidy, to di- 
vert the martial valour of his fubje6ts in a 
Spanifh war. Yet Theodoric ftill watched, and 
eagerly feized the favourable moment of renew- 
A.D. ^^S ^^s hoftile attempts. The Goths befieged 
415— 439- Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces, were 
invaded by the Burgundians ; and the public 
fefety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide, the a6tivity of ^Etius, and his Scy- 
thian cafalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful 
refiftance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
flain in battle ; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 

'° Theodoric n. tlie fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avitus his 
refolution of repairing, or expiating the faults which his grandfather 
had committed. 

Quse nqfter peccavit a^vus^ quern fufcat id unumy 
Quod te, Roma, capit. — ^ 

Sidon. Panegyric. Avit. 505. 

This charad^er, applicable only to the great Alaric» eftablilhet 
the genealogy of the Gothic kings, which has hitherto \)een un- 
noticed. 

tains 
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tains of Savoy "• The walls of Narbonne had chap. 
been fhaken by the battering engines, and the , ^^^^^^* 
inhabitants had endured the laft extremities of 
famine, when Count Litorius, approacliing in 
filence, and dire£ting each horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his way 
through the intrenchments of the befiegers. 
The fiege was immediately raifed; and the 
more decifive vidlory, which is afcribed to the 
perfonal conduct of iEtius himfelf, was marked 
with the blood of eight thoufand Goths. But 
in the abfence of the patrician, who was haflily 
fummoned to Italy by fome public or private 
intereft. Count Litorius fucceeded to the com- 
mand; and his prefumption foon difcovered, 
* that far different talents are required to lead a 
wing of cavalry, or to dire6l the operations of 
an important war. At the head of an army of 
Huns, he rafhly advances to the gates of Thou- 
loufe, full of carelefs contempt for an enemy, 
whom his misfortunes had rendered prudent, 
and his fituation made defperate. The predic- 
tions of the augurs had infpired Litorius with 
-the profane confidence that he fliould enter 
the Gothic capital in triumph; and the truft 
which he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged 
him to reject the fair conditions of peace, which 

" The name of Sapaudia, the origin of Savoyt is firft mentioned 
by Ammianus Marcellinus ; and two mXtary pofts are afcertainedy 
by the Notitia, within the limits of that province : a cohort was 
fiationed at Grenoble in Dauphine ; and Ebredunum, or Iverdun» Ihel*^ 
tered a fleet of fouli veflels which commanded the lake of NeufchateL 
Bee Valefiusy Notit. Qalliarum. p. 503. D'Anville, Notice de TAn- 
cieone Gaule, p. 284* S79* 

were 
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*C eXfe %fete *rep6attedly prdpofed by the bifhopfs ih the 
vj^^^ natoe of iTteodorfc. The fcng of the (^otWs 
'e^hibitei ifiiife diftrrfs thfe ediiying contraift d£ 
*Chi^lftia:n piety stnd moderatian ; nor did he lay 
kfide his fackcloth and aflies till he was pre- 
pared to arm for the combat. His Ibldiers^ 
'^hiitmted with martial and religious entbufiafm/ 
^aiilted the cdmp of Litorius. The confliSl 
^as bbftinate, the flaughter was mutual. The 
Rdman generil, after a tdtal defeat, whicK 
could be imputed only to bis unlkilful ra(hne&, 
was adlually led through the dreets of Thdu-f 
loufe, not in his own, but in a hoftile triumph ^ 
and the mifery which he experienced, in a long 
and ignominious captivity, excited the com-* 
paffion df the Barbarians themfelves '\ Such a 
lofi, in a country whofe fpirit and finances were 
long fince exhaufted, could not eafily be re-^ 
jpaired j and the Goths, affuming, in their turn^ 
the fentiments of ambition and revenge, Would 
iave planted their vi6lorious ftandards on the 
%anks of the Rhdnef, if the prefence of JEtiui? 
had not reftored ftrength and difcipline to 
the Romans". The two armies expe6ted the 

iignal 

" Salvian has attempted, to explain the moral govermnent of tlie 
Deity ; a talk vliich may be readfly performed by fuppoiing, tliat the 
calamities of the wicked are JudgmentJy and thofe c^ the righteous, 
trials* 

*^ . Capto terrarum damna patebant 

Utorio, 1^ Rhodaniim proprios prbducere finesy 
Theiidbridaefixura; nee erat pugnare neceile, 
Sed migrare Getis ; rabidam trux afperat iram 
ViAor; quod Tenfit Scythicum fub moinibus hoiiem 
Imputaty et nihil eii graviuSy fi forfitan uiiquam 
Vidcere contingaty trepido. — — — 

Panegyr. Avit, 300, Sec, 
Sidoniuv 
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fighal of a decifive action; but the generals, vfho CHAP, 
were qonfcious of each other's force, and doubt- . ^^^T: 
fill of their own fuperidrity, prudently fiieathed 
their fwords in the field of battle; and their re* 
coBctliation was permanent and fincere. Theo* 
doric. King of the Viiigotlis, appears to have 
deferred the love of his fubje6ts, ^e confidence 
of his allies^ and the efteem of mankind. Hi^ 
throne was furrounded by Ax valiant fons^ who 
were educated with equal care in the exercifes 
of the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
fchools : from the fludy of the Roman juriQ>ru* 
dence, they acquired the theory, at leaft^ of law 
and juftice; and the harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to foften the afperity of their native 
manners ^\ The two daughters of the Gothic 
King were given in marriage to the eldeft ibns of 
the Kings of the Suevi ^nd of th6 Vandals, who 
reigned in Spain and Africa f but thefe illuflrious 
alliances were pregnant with guilt and difcord. 
The Queen of the Suevi bewailed the death of 
jan hulband, inhumanly mafiacred by her bro* 
ther. The Princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyrant, whom ihe called her 
father. The cruel Genferic fufpefited, that his 

62id0wa8' theft pK)eeed«> aecordm; to the tiitty of kjmxiagpMt, tp 
tnosfer the wfa#l# Oierit from Mthu tp kk midfter' Avitus. 

'^ ThMdofio IL rewedy in tW perfbn of Avitufy ik^ cbaraAer g( 
Jm$ pvectptor. 

•'■ - ■'■ ■■ MUu Romula dudiis^ 
Per te Jim placc^t: panrumque edifcere juffit 
Ad ttt% verba pite^y dociti quo pri£^ Maroms 
GariiMO^ mtlVrrt Scytfaicos mihi pslgina mores. 

Sidoiii Pan^syr. Avit 495, Sl^^ 

¥at» v;. n fw'4 
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\y \^* fon^s wife had confpired to poifon him ; the fup- 
pofed crime was puniihed by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears; and the unhappy daughter of 
Theodoric was ignominioufly returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti* 
lated condition. This horrid aft, which mull 
feem incredible toa civilized age, drew tears from 
every fpe6lator; but Theodoric was urged by the 
feelings of a parent and a king, to revenge fuch 
irreparable injuries* The Imperial jninifters, 
who always cherifhed the difcord of the Barba- 
rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms, 
and fliips, and treafures, for the African war; and 
the cruelty of Genferic might have been fatal to 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in 
his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and preffing folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila; and the defigns of jEtius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion 
ofGauP^ 

The Franks, whofe monarchy was ftill confined 
to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, had 
wifely eftabliftied the right of hereditary fuccef- 
fion in the noble family of the Merovingians '^ 

• Thefe 



The 

Franks in 
^ Gaul, un- 
der the 
Merovin- 
gian kingsy 



'' Our authorities for the reign of Theodoric L arcy Jomandes 
de Rebus Geticisy c. 34. 36. and the Chronicles ' of Idatius, and 
the two Profperst inferted in the Hiftorians of France, torn* i* 
p. 61 a — ^^640- To thefe we may add Salvian de Gubematione De^ 
1. viL p. 243, *44> »45« a»d the panegyric of Avitus, by Sido» 
sius. 

"^ Reges Crinitos fe creaviffe de primA, et ut ita dicam nobiliori. 
fuorum famiUa (Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. p. 166. of the fecond 
▼olumc of the Hiftorians of France). Gregory hinxfelf does not 

i mention 
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Thefe princes were elevated on a buckler, the CHAP* 
iymbol of military command'^ ; and the royal 
fafliion of long hair was the enfign of their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locks, which they 
combed and dreffed with Angular care, hiing 
down in flowing ringlets on their backand fhoul^ 
ders; while the refl^ of their nation were obliged, 
either by law or Cuftom, to (have the hinder part 
of their head; to comb their hair over the fore- 
head, and to content themfelves with the orna-^ 
ment of two fmall whilkers '*. The lofty flature 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
Germanic origin; their clofe apparel, accurately 
exprefled the figure of their limbs; a weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt; their 
bodies were protected by a large fhield: and thele 
warlike Barbarians were trained from their earlieit 



inention the Merovingian name^ \v1iicli may be traced^ however^ to 
ihe beginning of the fevehth century, as the difiin^ve appellation of 
the royal family, and even of the French monarchy. An ingenious . 
tridc has deduced the Merovingians from ihe great MaroBoduus: and 
he has clearly proved^ that the prince, who gave his name to the 
£rft race, was more ancient than the father of Childeric See the 
Memoires de I'Acadamie des Infcriptionsy tom. xx. p. 50—^0. torn. 
XXX. p. 557—587. 

*7 This German cufiom, which may be traced from Tacitus to Gre« 
gory of Tourst was at length adopted by the emperors of Confianti- 
jaople. From a MS. of the tenth century^ Montfaucon has delineated 
the reprefentation of a fimilar ceremony^ which the ignorance of the 
sige had applied to King David. See Monuments de k Monarchie 
j^rangoife^ tom. i. Difcourfe IVeliminaire. 

. '" Caeiaries prolixa ...» crinium flag^ielliB per tvga dimiilis, &c. 
See the Preface to the third votume of the Hifiorians of France, and 
the Abbe le Bceuf (Diilertat. tom.iii. p*47"^79*)* This peculiar 
faihion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives and |lraagers ; 
by Prifcus (tom. i. p. 608.) by Agathias (torn. ii«.p. 49}), and by Gre- 
gory of Tours, L iu« 18. vL a4* viii* 4o> torn, it* p. 196* »7^. 316. 

H 2 youth, 

683470A 



CHAP, youthp to jun, tQ leap, tp fwiip ; tp 4fli$ i)i0 
^^^^^^' , J^v^jPf or bs^ttle-a^e, wth unernng ainiy to 
9^v^ep, without h^tntion, ggak^ a fuf^iiof 
Qnetsiy ; and tp maintaiq, either in life pr deatbt 
the invincible reputatapQ of l^^ir MlCf^p]:1s^^ 
Clodi<M9^ the ^rft of tbeir Ic^i^-b^ii^ l(ii^9» 
whpf^ name ap(} 9£tions are ineptipn^d m autbm^ 
|ic biftpry^ held l^i^ dr^f^pqe »i Di%iargum ^, a 
34U9ge9 or if:^tref^ ^hpfe place may be affigned 
llf^twe^n Louyain and Briqflels. Ffom the report 
pf bis ^ies, thjs ¥^ing <^tb^ Franks was informed, 
|h^t the de&ncelef^ ftate of the iecond Bdgic 
B^it^yi^, on the flighted attack, to the valoiir 
^ bis ilil^e£U. H? bplcSy penetrated thcou^ 
th^ ^ic^^ts a^^ inwa^ of the €arboaarian fo« 
1^*' ; occ^ie^. Touroay axid Camlvay, <te only 
^^e^ ^iit4(# exii^d i» tbp. fifth century, and ex- 
tended his conquefts as far as the river Somme, 
over ^ defolate cpunjtrjr^ whoCe cultivation and 
pc^udoufiieis are the dfySks of more recent in- 
^irfliy **• While Clpdion Jay (^camped i» the 

• *' See an engin^ piAuie of dte Bgartf dref% «nns» and temper of 
the andent f rankt in Sdooiuy Apcdlinaiis ^^uiegyr* Majbriaa 
»38— a540> ^'^'^ ^^^ pidlaresy though coaifdy drawn» have a leaA 
and intnnfik: vahie. Father Daniel (Hift. de fat ifilice fFfan9oiie^ 
tonu L p. a— 7.) hasiHuinted the deiccqitioii. 

** Dni)o% WBt* Or^iquey te« torn. i. p. A7I9 %j%* Some geo* 
gn^ihert Jiave placed Dilpai^gqm on the German fide of die RUne. 
See a ate jof the BraMi^nr Bdttors to the HiAorians of Fnoioi^ 
torn. iL p. i66. 

** The Guboiiaiua wood* watdiat part ofthegmft fiirdi of the 
Aideoaea, whkh lay between the Elbauty or Sdiddt, and the Meufe. 
¥dd:Kotit.GaILp.ii6. 

^ Ge^gor. Tnron. 1. u. c. 9. in torn, ii, p. i66» 167* Fredijgar. 
Mfktmu c 9. p, 395. Gcfta Reg. Francor. c 5. In tora.ii» p*544» 
Vit. Su Bcqpg, 4^ Hnur, in torn* lii. p. 373. 

]^ains 
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j^bli^ df Arteii*'^ and cfeJebratedy with vain and g n A' R 
oAentKtiobsr feeurityy the roarmge, perhaps, of XXXV. 
his Ibtl^y th# nniptial^ feaft wa» interrupted by the 
imeiipe^ed and unweleome prefenire of MiSns^^ 
who hsid pafled the Sonlme at the bead of his 
light cavafey. Tlte taWe» Which had beietf fpread 
wider the fhelter of a hilt, along the banks of 
a {rfeaiant ftream, were rudely overturned ; the 
Franks were opprefied bef6re they could recover 
tfheif arms, or their ranks; and their unavailing 
vigour was firtal only to themfetves. The load^ 
waggons, which had followed their march^ £^rd«- 
ed a rich booty; and the virgin bride, With 
her female attendants^ fubmitted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of wan This advantage, which had been obtained 
by the Ikill* and activity o£ j£tius, mght re>- 
fle& feme difgrace on the military prudence of 
Ctodion; but the King of the Franks foon te^ 
gained his Arength aDd reputation, and ftiU 
maintained the poffefllon of his Glallic kingdom 
£rom the Rhine to the Somme^\ Under his 



>3 ....... FnuKus qua* Qolo |»xteiitet 

Atrebfttma tenu« pervafent* 

Pliaiegyr. Mfejorian. %tt* 
The preclfe fpot was a towiiy or village, called Vicus Mehna ; an4 
ykUSk the name and the place are difcovered by modern geographen 
at Lextt* Seie^ Vale£ Notit* Gall. p. 94^ Loogueruei Bfe^a^tioxt dfe 
la Francey torn, ii; p. 99. 

' ** See a va^e account of the a^Hon' in Sidoiuos. ^P^ems^^ 
Mkjoiian. aia— aao. The Ftendi criticsi impatient to eftabl^ 
th^ monanrhy in Gaidy have drawn a llinong argument fk»b tlie 
fllence of Sidoniusy who daiies not infhmate, that the vaii^iifltiid 
Braides wtrr compelled' to^ repafr the Ittilne. Diibfitey torn; i« 
|>.3M. 
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CHAP, reign, and moll probably from the enterprifing 
^^^^ fpirit of his fubjedls, the three capitals, Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, experienced the efife6ls of 
hoflile cruelty and avarice. The diftrefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi- 
nion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated the 
ruins of Treves; and Treves, which, in the fpace 
of forty years, had been four times befieged and 
pillaged, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her 
affli6lions in the vain amufements of the Circus*^ 
The death of Clodion, after a reign of twenty 
years, expofed his kingdom to the difcord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the youngs 
er**, was perfuaded to implore the proteftion of 
\ Rome; he was received at the Imperial court, as 
the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician j£tius; and difmifled, to his native 
country, with fplendid gifts, and the flrongefl 
'aflurances of friendfliip andfuppoit. During his 
«bfence; his elder brother had folicited, with 
%qual ardour, the formidable aid of Attila ; and 
the King of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 

'^ Salvian (de Gubemat. Dety 1. vi.) has ezprefledy in vague and 
declamatory language, the misfortunes of thefe three cities, which are 
diftin^y afcertained by the learned Mafcou, Hift. of the ancient Ger* 
mans, ix. ax. 

*^ Priicus, in relating the conteft, does not name the two brothers; 
ikt fccond of whom he had feen at Rome, a beanllefs youth, wld^ 
]ong flowing hair (Hiftorians of France, torn. i. p. 607, 608.). The 
Benedi^ine £ditors are inclined to bdieye, that they were the ions of 
' Ibme unknown King of the Franks, who reigned on the banks of die 
Kecktr; but the arguments of M. de Foncemagne (Menu de 1' Aca- 
demies torn. viii. p. 4^0 f^em to prove, that the lucceffion of Clodioii 
was difputed by his two'fona^ and that the younger was Meroveus, the 
ftthcr of Chihkric, 

facilitate4 
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&cilitated the paflage of the Rhine, and juftified, ^^^* 
by a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva* ^ ^^-,[j 
fion of Gaul *'. 

When Attila declared his reiblution of fupport* The ad- 
ing the caufe of his allies, the Vandals and the ^^^ 
Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in the ipirit Pnnceft 
of romantic chivalry, the lavage monarch pro- **^*"***^ 
teSed himfelf the lover and the champion of the 
Princefi Honoria. The iifter of Valentinian was 
educated in the palace of Ravenna ; and as her 
marriage might be productive of fome danger 
to the date, ihe was raifed, by the title of Au^ 
gtifta^*j above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fubje£t* But the fair Honoria had no 
Iboner attained the fixteenth year of her age, than 
ihe detefled the importunate greatnels which 
mud for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable love : in the midft of vain and un« 
latisfadlory pomp, Honoria iighed, yielded to 
tiie impulfe of nature, and threw herfelf into the 
arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her guilt 
and fhame (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man) were ibon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy; buttliediigraceof the 
royal family was publiihed to the world by the 

'^ Under tiie Merovingian nicc» the throne was hereditary ; but 
all the fons of the deceafed monarch were equally entitled to their 
ihare of his treafures and territories. See the Diilertations of M. de 
Foncemagney in the lixth and eighth vohimes of the Memoires de 
I'Academie. 

^ A medal is ftill extant, which exhibits the pleafing countenance of 
Honoriay with the title of Ai^^afta ; and on the reverfei the imptoper 
le^^end of Saltu RnptUfUc^ round the monagram of Chiift. See 
Ducange^ F^mil* Byzantin. p« 6^• 73* 

» 4 impru. 
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cf H A R impruiknoe of the Eniprefi Hf^cidia ; wbti ^ 
^^^^' miffed her daughter^ afler « ftri^ wd fliameful 
confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantioople. 
The unhappy princeia paffed twdve or fourteen 
years iti the irkfome fociiety of the ilfters of 
Theodofiw* and their chofen yirgiQS} to whofe 
cr&wn Honoria could no longer ai^ire, and whofe 
monaftic affiduity of prayer»faAi|ig, andv^Is^fte 
rduSantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopeleis celibacy^ urged her to embrace allrange^ 
aad defperate refolutioa. The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidable at Conftantinople i 
and hiafrequcQtembaffiea entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between bis camp and the Imperial 
palace. Ib the pwfuik of love, oc rather of re-> 
venge, the daughter of Bacidia facrificed every 
duty and every prejudice ; and offered to deliver 
her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of whi^e 
language flie was ignorant, whofe %ure wa£i 
fcarcely human, and whofe religion and manners 
Ibe abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithfid 
eunuch, (he tranfiaitted to Attila a ring, the 
pledge of her a£Rs£yon \ and earneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful Ipouie, to whom he 
had been fecredy betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldnefs 
and ddfilain; and the King of the Huns con- 
tinued to multiply tl^e number of his wives, till 
his love was awakened by the more forcible pa£> 
fions of ambition and avarice* The invaliou of 
Gaul was preceded, and juftified, by a formal 
demand of the Princefe Honoria, witha juft and 
16 equal 
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equal Ihare of Ae Imperial patrimony. His pre* chap, 
decefforo, the aticieiit Taajous, had often ad- ^^^'*^^^- 
dredOTed, in the fame hoAiie and peremptory man* 
ner, the daughters of China; and the pretenfiond 
of Attiki were not left of^five to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm^ but temperate^ refu£d was com* 
knunicated to hb ambafl^dors. The right of 
female fucceffioti, though it might derive a fpe- 
cious argument from thg recent examples of 
Placidia and Puleheria, was ilrenuoufly datkied i 
and the indiilbloUe engagements of Honoria 
were o]»pofed to the clainks of her Scytbiaa 
lover *«. On the difcovery of her connexion 
with the King of the Huns^ the guilty Prince& 
had been (eat away^ as an ob^e6t of horror, from 
Conftantinople to Italy; her life was fparedj, 
but the cerenvMiy of her marriage was per*- 
formed with fome obfcohe aaid nominal hufband^. 
bef<EMre ihe was immured in a perpetual prifen^ 
to bewail thofe crimes and misfortunes^ which 
Honoria might have efcaped, had (he not been 
bom the daughter of an emperor ^\ 

A native of Gaul^ and a contemporary^ the Attila In- 
learned and eloquent SidMius, who was after- ^^^"^^ 

fiegci Or- 

"9 See Prifcus, p. 3^40, It might tie £iiil>c alkged. tliat IJ AHXudes ^^^ 
tould lucceed to die t)u»n^ Valentiniaii hiniielfy who hid married 
the daughter and horeft of the younger ThooddiUftt wouid have 
adlerted her right, ta the Eaflsm empirei 

^' The adventures of Honoria areini p erfte ^ related hy Jomandes, 
de SuccelGone Regn* c. 97. and de Reb. Get. 0.42. p« ^4. ; and in 
the Chronicles of Fh>fper and Marcellinus ; but they cannot be made 
confifienty or probable^ unlefs we feparate, by an interval of time and 
pUcet her intrigue with Eugeniusy and ha-^invitatiofi of.Atttla* 

wards 
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c H A P. wards Biibop of Clermont, had made a promiie 
^^^^i^ to one of his friends, that he would compofe a 
A.D.451. regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the 
modefty of Sidonius had not difcouraged/ him 
from the profecution of this interefting work *', 
the hiftorian would have related, with the fim- 
plicity of truth, thofe memorable events, to 
which the poet, in vague and doubtful meta- 
phors, has concifely alluded ^^ The kings and 
nations of Germany and Scythia, from the 
Volga perhaps to the Danube, obeyed the 
warlike fummons of Attila. From the royal 
village^ in the plains of Hungary, his ftandard 
moved towards the Weft ; and, after a march of 
feven or eight hundred 'miles, he reached the 
conflux of the Rhine and the Necker ; where 
he was joined by the Franks, who adher^ to 
his ally, the elder of the fons of Clodion, A ., 
troop of light Barbarians, who roamed in queft 
of plunder, might choofe the winter for the con- 
venience of paffing the river on the ice j but 

^' Ezegerat mihi, m promittereip tibiy Attilae bellum flylo me 

polleris intimatunim coeperam fcrlbere, fed operis arepti 

fafce perfpedlo, taeduit inchoaile. Sidoiu ApolL U viii. epift. 15* 
p. 946. 

3* ■ Subito cum rupta tumuitu 

Barfoaries totas in te transfuderat Ardtosy 
Gallia. Pugnacem Regum comitante Gelono 
Gepida trux fequitur ; Scyrum Burgundio cogit : 
Chunus, Bellonotu8> Neurus» Bafterna, Toringiu 
Brudenity ulvosa vel quern Nicer abluit unda 
Proru^ipit Fraucus. Cecidit cito fe(5la bipenni 
Hercynia in lintres^ et Rhenum texuit aliio. 
£t jam terrificis diffuderat Attila turmis . 
In campos fe Belga tuog.- 

Panegyr.'Avit. 319, &c;, 

the 
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the innumerable cavalry of the Huns required c H A P. 
fuchplenty of forage and provifions, as cbuld be ^^^^ '^ 
procured only in a milder feafon; the Hercynian 
foreft fupplied materials for a bridge of boats; 
and the hoftile myriads were poured, with refift- 
lefs-violence, into the Belgic provinces ". TKe 
confternation of Gaul was univerfal ; and the 
various fortunes of its cities have been adorned 
by tradition with martyrdoms and miracles ^\ 
Troyes was faved by the merits of St. Lupus ; 
St. Servatius was removed from the world, that 
he might not behold the ruin of Tongres ; and 
the prayers of St. Genevieve diverted the march 
of Attila from the neighbourhood of Paris. But 
as the greateft part of the Gallic cities were 
alike deftitute of faints and foldiers, they ^ere 
befieged and ftormed by the Huns : who prac- 
tifed, in the example of Metz'% their cuftomary 

maxims 

^^ The mpft authentic and clrcun^antial account of this war^ is 
contained in Jomandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 36 — 41. p. 66a — 67a,), 
who has fometimes abridged^ and fometimes tranfcribed, the larger 
hifioiy of Calfiodorius. JonifUidesy a quotation which < it would be 
fuperfluous to repeat, may be (;orre<Sled and illuftrated by Gregory- of 
Tours, Lai c.5, 6,7., and the Chronicles of Idatiiis, Ifidore, and 
the two Profpers. All the ancient teitimonies are collected and in* 
ferted in the Hiftorians of France ; but the reader fhould be cautioned 
againft a fuppofed extra<£l from the Chronicle of Idatius (among tKe 
fragments of Fredegarius, torn. ii. p. 462.), which often contradi(5ls 
the genuine text of the Gallician biihop. 

^ The ancient legendaries deferve fome regard, as they are obliged 
' to connedl their fables with the real hiftory or their own times. See 
the lives of St. Lupus, St^ Anianus, the Bilhops of Metz, S^ Gene- 
vieve, &c. in the Hiftorians of France, tpm. i. p. 644, 645. 649. 
fonhiii. p. 369. ' . . 

^' The fcepticifin of the Count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples, torn, vik "^ 
P*539' 540.) canno^ be recpncile4 with any principles of reafon or ^ 
• Cfitir 
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CHAP, maxims of war. They mvolved^ m a prbmii^ 
u^^Lf ^^^^™ mafla€re, the pf lefts wb^ ferved at th^ 
altar, and the infanti^y who^ in the hour of 
danger, had been providently bs^fed \^f the 
tnfhop; the flouri&kig city was delivered to 
the flames, and a fohtary chapel t>f St. Stephen 
marhed the place where it foriKrerly ftood. Jvom 
the Rhine and theMofelle, Attila advattced iiato 
the heart of Gaul y crofled the S&tte at An^erte ; 
and, after a long and laberious march, fixed bis 
camp under the watls o£ Orleans^ He wad^ de- 
firous of £ecuring his conq^uefts by the poflfeiiiori 
of an advantageous poft^ which eotamanded the 
paffage of the Loire ^ and be depended on the 
fecret invitation of SoUgiban, King of the Alani, 
who had promifed to betrlE^ the city, and to 
revolt from the ferviee of the empire. But this 
treacherous conlpiracy was deteS^d and diiap« 
pointed : Orleans had been ftrengthened with 
recent fortifications ; and the aflaults of the 
Huns were vigofouffy repelled by the faithful 
valour of the foldiers^ or citizens^ who^ defended 
the place. The paftora! (filigence of Aniatnis, 
a bi^op of primitive ian&ity and aonfummate 



cHticifm. Is not Gregory of Tours proeiflr and pofitit^ in his account 
of the deftrti^on of Metz ? At the diftance of no more than ail 
hundred yearsy could he be ignorant,. could the pec^e bo ignorant^ of 
the fate c^ a city» the a^al rdidence of his fovereigns^. the kings of 
Auibafia?' The learned County who feems to have nndertaken thd 
apology of Attilar and the Barbariansy appeals to the ialfe Idatuis» 
parttfu civitatibus Germaniae et GalUaei and forgets* that the true 
Idadus' had. explicitly affiriixed, plurimss civitates effraSa:^ among 
which he 'enumerates Meti* 



prudence. 
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pi!ud#fu?e, exhaufted every art of religioM po- c H A R 
fey to fiipport their courage, till the arrival irf X3cxlr. 
the expeSted ibccours. After an obftioate fiege, 
the w^s were ifaaken by the battering rams ; the 
Hiins had already occupied the fiiburbs; and the 
people, who were incapable of beartog arim^ lay 
proftrate In prayer. A^ianus, who anxieuily 
counted the days and hours, dii^atched a trafty 
nu^en^er to obferve, from the rampart, the 
face of the diftant <x>untry. He returned twice, 
»ithput any intelligence, that could in'Qnre hope 
or comfort; but, in bis third r^K>rt, he men« 
i^oood a fmall cloud, which he iMid faintly de- 
ibried at the extremity of the horizon. ^< It is 
^ die aid of God t" exclaimed the bifliop, in a 
txayt of pious confidence ; and the whole multi* 
tiade repeated after him, ^ It is the aid of God.'^ 
tFhe remotf objeft, on which everyeye was fixed, 
became eaeh moment larger, and moredtftin^ } 
the Roman and Gothic banners were gradually 
perceived ; and a favourable wind blowing afide 
the duft, diieovered, in deep array, the im- 
patient fquadrons of ^tius and Theodoric, who 
prefled forwards to the relief of Orleans. 

The &cility with which Attila had penetrated Alliance of 
into the heart of Gaul, may be afcribed to his ^"^^ 
mfidious polioy, as well as to the terror of his Vifigoths. 
arms. His public declarations were fkilfuUy 
mitigated by his private aflurances; he alter- 
nately foothe4 and threatened the Romans and 
the Goths; and the courts of Ravenna and 
Thouloufeft mutually fufpicious of each other's 

inten- 
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CHAP, intentions, beheld, with fupine indifference, th« 
^^^^ approach of their common enemy. Miiu^ was 
the fole guardian of the public fefety; but his 
wifeft meafures were embarrafled by a fa6tion^ 
which, iince the death of Placidia, infelled the 
Imperial palace : the youth of Italy trembled at 
the found of the trumpet ; and the Barbarians^ 
who, from fear or affe^ion^ were inclined to the 
caufe of Attila^ awaited, with doubtful apd venal 
faith, the event of the war. The patrician 
pafied the Alps at . the head of fome troops^ 
whofe ftrength and numbers fcarcely deferved 
the name of an army 3*. But on his arrival at 
Arlesj or Lyons, he was confounded by the in* 
telligerice, that the Vifigoths, refufing to embrace 
the defence of Gaul, had determined to expert, 
within their own territories, the formidable in^ 
yader, whom they profeffed to defpife. The 
fenator Avitus, who, after the honourable exer- 
cife of the PraBtorian praefefture, had retired to 
his eflate in Auvergne, was perfuaded to accept 
the important embaffyi which he executed with 
ability and fuccefs. He reprefented to Theai 
doric, that an ambitious conqueror, who afpired 
to the dominion of the earth, could be refilled 
only by the firm and unanimous alliance of the 
powers whom he laboured to opprefs* The 
lively eloquence of Avitus inflamed the Gothict ^ 

- Vix Iiquerat Alpes 



iEtiuS) tenue, et rarum fine mMite dticeils 
RobuFy in aUxiliU Geticum male credulus agmen 
IncafTum proprii$ prsefumens adfore caibris. 

- - . , Panegyr.Avir. 3z8, &c. ~ 

warriors. 
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warriors, by the delcription of the injuries which chap. 
their anceilors had fuff^red from the Huns; ^^^^ 
whofe implacable fury dill purfued them from 
the Danube to the foot of the Pyrenees. He 
ftrenuoully urged, that it was the duty of every 
Chriftian to fave, from facrilegious violation, the 
churches of God, and the relics of the faints : 
that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, who 
had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend the 
fields and yineyards, which were cultivated for 
his ufe, againfl the defolation of the Scythian 
ihepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence 
of truth ;. adopted the meafure at once the moll 
prudent and the moil honourable; and declared, 
that as the faithful ally of iEtius and the Ro- 
mans, he was ready to expofe his life and king- 
dom for the common fafety of Gaul "• The 
Vifigoths, who, at that time, were in the mature 
vigour of their fame and power, obeyed with 
alacrity the fignal of war ; prepared their arms 
and horfes, and affembled under the flandard of 
their aged King, who was refolved, with his two 
eldefl fons, Torifmond and Theodoric, to com- 
mand in perfon his numerous and valiant people. 
The example of the Goths determined feveral 
tribes or nations, that feemed to.flu6luate be- 
tween the Huns and the Romans. The inde- 

^ The policy of AttUa, of ^Etius, and of the Vifigoths, is imper- 
feAly defcnbed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thirty-fixth 
chapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hiftorian were both biaffed 
ty perfonal or national prejudices. The former exalts the merit 
and importance of Avitus ; orbis, Avite, falus, &c. ! The latter 
is anxious to Ihow the Goths in the mofl favourable light. Yet 
their agreement, when they aie fairly interpreted, is a proof of their 
veracity. - 

\ ' fatigable 
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CHAP, fitigable diligence of the patrician gradually coU 
XXXV. levied the troops of Gaul and Germany, who had 
formeriy acknowledged thetnfelvea the fubjeSbs, 
or foldiers, of the republic, but who now daimed 
the rewards of voluntary feryice, and the rank of 
independent allies ; the Larti, the Annoricans, 
the Breones, the Saxons, the Burgundians, the 
Sarmatians, or Alani, the Ripuarians, and the 
Franks who followed Meroveus as their lawful 
prince. Such wa« the various army, which, under 
the amiuS: of ^tius and Theodoric, advanced^ 
by rapid marches, to relieve Orleans, and to give 
' battle to the innumerable hoft of Attila ^\ 
Atdu re- Oq their approach, the King of the Hum im* 
^^^^ mediatdy railed the fiege, and&unded a retreat 
Cham. to recal the foreraoft of his troops from the 
pagne. pillage of a city which they had already en- 
tered^. The valour of Attila was always guided 
by his. prudence ; and as he forefaw the fatal 
eonfequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul, 
he repafled the Seine, and expected the enemy 
in the plains of Chalons, whofe fmooth and level 

^ The re^ew of the army of Mdus is made by Jornandesy c. 36. 
p. 664* edit. Grot. tom.ii. p.23. of the Hiftariai^ of France *witli 
iht Dotei of the BenedidUne editor. The Lati were a promifcuoue 
race of Baxtoiansy bom or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Riparii, or 
Ripuarsiy derived their name from their polb on the three t|vers» the 
Rfaine^ die Mettfey and the Mofelle; the Annericans poflefled th« 
independent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of 
Saxons had been planted in the diocefe of Bayeux; xh^ Bur^widmns 
were fettled m Savoy; and the Breones were a warlike ^be of Rh»T 
tiansy to the eaft of the lake of Conftance. 

^' Aureliaaeofis uibis oblidio» pppugnatio, irruptio^ nee direptio^ 
« 1^ ▼• Sidon. ApoOin. 1. viii. £pi(l. 15. p. 246. The prefenration of 
Orieans might b^ eafily turned into a miradey obtainedy und foretold« 
by the holy bifhop. 

furfacd 
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fiaffface was adapted to the operations of his Scy- chap. 
thian cavalry. But in this tumultuary retreat, ^^?^^ 
the vanguard of the Romans and their allies, 
continudly prefled, add fometimes engaged, the 
troops whom Attila had poiled in the rear ; the 
hoftile columns, in the darknefs of the night, and 
the perplexity of the roads, might encounter each 
other without defign ; and the bloody conflidt of 
the Franks and GepidaB, in which fifteen thou- 
fand'^ Barbarians were flain, was a prelude to a 
more general and decifive aftion. The Cata« 
launian fields** fpread themfelves round Chalons, 
and extend, according to the vague meafurement 
of Jomandes, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles, 
over the whole province, which is entitled to 
the appellation of a champaign country *\ This 
i^acious plain was diflinguiflied, however, by 
fome inequalities of ground; and the importance 
of an height, which commanded the camp of 
Attila, was underflood, and difputed, by the 
two generals. The young and valiant Torif> 
mond firil occupied the fummit; the Goths 
ruifaed with irrefiftable weight on the Huns, who 

^ The comincm editioiis read XCM; but there is ibme authority 
of manufcripts (and ahiioft any authority is fufficient) for the more 
Teafonable number of XVM. 

^ Ch^ons, or Dmro-Catalauiuimy afterwards Catalauniy had for* 
tnerly made a part of the territory of Rheims» from whence it is dif> 
tant only twenty-feven miles. See Valef. Nodt. Gall. p. i$6* 
B'AnvHley Notice de I'Ancienne Gaule, p. aia. 279. 

** The name t)f Campania» or Campagne, is frequently mentioned 
'by Ckegory of Tours; and that great province) of which Rheims 
was the capital* obeyed die command of a duke. . ValeC Kotit* 
p-i»o*— 143. 

VOL. VI. I laboured 
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CHAP, laboured to afcend from the oppofite fide ; /and 
^^•^ the pofleffion of this advantageous poll infpired 
both the troops and their leaders with a fair 
aflurance of vi6lory. The anxiety of Attila 
prompted him to confult his priells and haruf- 
pices. It was reported, that, after fcrutinizing the 
entrails of vi6tims, and fcraping their bones, they 
revealed, in myfterious language, his own de- 
feat, with the death of his principal adverfary; 
and that the Barbarian, by accepting the equiva- 
lent, exprefled his involuntary efteem for the 
fuperior merit of JEtius. But the unufual de- 
fpondency, which feemedto prevail among the 
Huns, engaged Attila to ufe the expedient, fo 
familiar to the generals of antiquity, of animating 
his troops by a military oration ; and his language 
was that of a king, who had often fought and 
conquered at their head^\ He preffed them to 
conlider their pad glory, their a6lual danger, 
and their future hopes. The fame fortune^ 
which opened the deferts^and moraffes of Scy- 
thi'd to their unarmed valour, which had laid 
fo many warlike nations proftrate at their 
feet, had referved the joys of Uiis memorable 
field for the^confummation of their vi6lories« 
The cautious fteps of their enemies, their fl:ri6l 
alliance, and their advantageous pofts, he artfully 
reprefented as the effe6ls, not of prudence, but 

^^ t am fenfible that tliedfe military oratiozw are ufually compofed by 
the hiftorian ; yet the old Oftrogoths, who had ferved under AttUa, 
might repeat hi^ difcourfe to Caffiodorius : the ideas, and even the 
expreflions) have an original Scythian caft ; and I dombt» wbether an 
Italian ot the (ixth century would have thought of th^ huju$ 
certaminis gaudia. 

of 
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of fear. The Vifigoths alone were the ftrength chap. 
and nerves of the oppofite army; aod the Huns .^^^^^ 
might fecurely trample on the degenerate Ro- 
mans, whofe clofe and compa6t order betrayed 
their appreheniions, and who were equally inca- 
pable of fupporting the dangers, or the fatigues, 
of a day of battle* The do6lrine of predeftina- 
tion, lb favourable to martial virtue, was care- 
fully inculcated by the King of the Huns; who 
aflured his fubjecls, that the warriors, protected 
by Heaven, were fafe and invulnerable ainidft 
the darts of the enemy ; but that the unerring 
Fates would ftrike their vidlims in the bofom of 
inglorious peace. " I myfelf,** continued Attila, 
" will throw the firft javelin, and the wretch 
*' who refufes to imitate the example of his fo- 
*' vereign, is devoted to inevitable death." The 
fpirit of the Barbarians was rekindled by the 
prefence, the voice, and the example, of their 
.intrepid leader; and Attila, yielding to their im- 
patience, immediately formed his order of battle. 
At the head of his brave and faithful Huns, he 
occupied in perfon the centre of the line. The 
nations fubjeft to his empire, the Rugians, the 
Heruli, the Thuringians, the Franks, the Bur- 
gundians, were extended, on either hand, over 
the ample fpace of the Catalaunian fields ; the 
right wing was commanded by Ardaric, King of 
the Gepidaej and the three valiant brothers^ who 
reigned over the Oftrogoths, were polled on the 
left to oppofe the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. 
The difpofition of the allies was regulated by a dif- * • 
, ferent principle. Sangiban, the faithlefs King of 

12 the 
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CHAP, the Alani, was placed in the centre ; where his 
.^^^^^ motions might be ftridlly watched, and his trea- 
chery might be inflantly puniflied. ^tiusafiumed 
the command of the left, and Theodoric of the 
right, wing; while Torifmond ftill continued 
to occupy the heights which appear to have 
ftretched on the flank, and perhaps the rear, of 
the Scythian army. The nations from the Volga 
to the Atlantic were aflembled on the plain of 
Chalons ; but many of thefe nations had been 
divided by faction, or conqueil, or emigration ; 
and the appearance of fimilar arms and enfigns, 
which threatened each other, prefented the 
image of a civil war. 
Battle of The difcipline and ta6tics of the Greeks and 
Chalons, Romans form an interefting part of their national 
manners. The attentive ftudy of the military 
operations of Xenophon, or Caefar, or Frederic, 
when they are deicribed by the lame genius which 
conceived and executed them, may tend to im- 
prove (if fuch improvement can be wiflied) the 
art of deftroying the human Ipecies. But the 
battle of Chdlons can only excite our curiofity 
by the magnitude of the obje6t ; fince it was de- 
cided by the blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and 
has been related by partial writers, whofe civil or 
ecclefiailical profeflion fecluded them from th« 
knowledge of military affairs. Caffiodorins, how- 
ever, had familiarly converfed with many Gothic 
warriors, who ferved in that memorable en- 
gagement; *' a confli6l,*' as they informed him, 
** fierce, various, obftinate, and bloody ; fuch 
*^ as could not be paralleled, either in the pre- 

« fent. 
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** fent, or in pad ages." The number of the chap. 
flain amounted to one hundred and fixty-two ^^^^^ 
thoufand, or, according to another account, three 
hundred thoufand perfons ^* ; and thefe incredible 
exaggerations fuppofe a real and effe6live lofs, 
fufficient to juftify the hiftorian's remark, that 
whole generations may be fwept away, by the 
madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a fingle hour. 
After the mutual and repeated difchargeof mifiile 
weapons, in which the archers of Scythia might 
fignalize their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and 
infantry of the two armies were furioufly mingled 
in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under 
the eyes of their King, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their 
wings from each other, and wheeling, with a 
rapid effort, to the left, diredted their whole 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the ranks, to animate his troops, he re- 
ceived a mortal ftroke from the javelin of An- 
dages a noble Oftrogoth, and immediately fell 
from his horfe. The wounded King was op- 
prefled in the general diforder, and trampled 
under the feet of his own cavalry; and this im^* 
portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous 
prophecy of the haruipices. Attila already ex- 

^ The expreifions of Jornandes^ or rather of CaiSodoriasi/ are ex- 
tremely ftrong. Bellum atroz» multiplexy immaney pertinaxy cui fimiH 
nulla ufquam narrat antiquitas : ubi talia gefta referuntur^ ut nihil eflet 
quod in vita fua confpicere potuiflet cgregius^ qui hujus mkaculi pri- 
varetur afpeaii. Dubos (Hift. Cndque, torn. i. p. 39a, 393.) attempU 
to reconcile the i6a»ooo of Jornaade« with the 300^000 ^f Idatius 
and Ifidore ; by fuppoiingy that the larger number mduded the total 
deilr4<5Vion of the war, the efie^s of ^Ui^e^ the fliiighter 9f the im* 
armed people, &c* 

I 3 ulted 
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CHAP, ulted in the confidence of vi6tory, when the 
, ^^^' ^ valiant Toriftnond defcended from the hills, and 
verified the remainder of the predi6lion. The 
Vifigoths, who had been thrown into confufion 
by the flight, or defefilion, of the Alani, gra- 
dually reftored their order of battle; and the 
Huns were undoubtedly vanquiflied, fince Attila 
was compelled to retreat. He had expofed his 
perfon with the rafhnefs of a private foldier ; but 
the intrepid troops of the centre had puftied for- 
wards beyt)nd the reft of the line ; their attack 
was faiptly fupported; their flanks were un- 
guarded J and the conquerors of Scy thia and 
Germany were faved by the approach of the night 
from a total defeat. They retired within the 
circle of waggons that fortified their camp; and 
the difmounted fquadrons prepared themfelves 
for a defence, to which neither their arms, nor 
their temper, were adapted. The event was 
doubtful: but Attila had fecured a laft and ho- 
nourable refource. The faddles and rich furni- 
ture of the cavalry were colle6led by his order, 
into a funeral pile; and the magnanimous Bar^ 
barian had refolved, if his intrenchments (hoiild 
be forced, to rufli headlong into the flames, and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired, by the death or captivity of 
Attila^^ 

• ^^ The Count de Boat (Hift. des Penples, &c. tom.vH. p. 554 
-^573»> ftiU. depending 'on the /«^^, and again rejeAing the true 
Idatius, has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battle^ ; the 
former near Orleans, the latter in Champagne : in the one, Theodorip 
was^ain ; in the other, he was revenged. 
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But his enemies h^d pafTed the night in equal chap. 
diforder and anxiety. The inconfiderate courage ,^^^ 
of Torifinond was tempted to urge the purfuit. Retreat of 
till he unexpectedly found himfelf, with a few -^*^^*- 
followers, in the midft of the Scythian waggons. 
In the confufion of a no6lurnal combat, he was 
thrown from his horfe j and the Gothic prince 
muft have periihed like his father, if his youth- 
ful ftrength, and the intrepid zeal of his com- 
panions, had not refcued him from this dangerous 
fituation. In the fame manner, but on the left 
of the line, jEtius himfelf, feparated from his 
allies, ignorant of their vi6lory, and anxiqus for 
their fate, encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
troops, that were fcattered over the plains of 
Chalons J and at length reached the camp of the 
Goths, which he could only fortify with a flight 
rampart of fliields, till the dawn of day. The 
Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat 
of Attila, who ftill remained ina6live within his 
intrenchments; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcene, he obferved, with fecret fatisfac- 
tioiY, that the lofs had principally fallen on the 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric, pierced 
with honourable wounds, was difcovered under a 
heap of the flain: his fubjeCls bewailed the death 
of their King and father; but their tears were min- 
gled with fongs and acclamations, and his funeral 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquiflied 
enemy. The Goths, clafliing their arms, elevated 
on a buckler his eldeft fon Torifmond, to whom 
they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefs; 
^nd the new King accepted the obligation of 

I 4 revenge^ 
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c HA P. revenge^ as a facred portion of his paternal inhe- 
^^^^ ritance. Yet the Goths themfelves were afto- 
niflied by the fierce and undaunted afpedl of their 
formidable antagoniil ; and their hiilorian has 
compared Attila to a lion encompafled in his den, 
and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury. 
The kings and nations, who might have deferted 
his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs, were made 
fenfible, that the difpleafure of their monarch 
' was the moft imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inftruments of ;martial mufic inceffantly 
founded a loud and animating flrain of defiance ; 
and the foremoft troops who advanced to the 
affault, were checked, or deftroyed, by (howers 
bf arrows from every fide of the entrenchments. 
It was determined, in a general council of war, to 
befiege the King of the Huns in his camp, to 
intercept his provifions, and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a diigraceful treaty, or an un- 
equal combat. But the impatience of the Bar- 
barians foon difdained thefe cautious and dilatory 
meafures: and the mature policy of jEtius was 
apprehenfive, that, after the extirpation of the 
Huns, the republic would be oppreffed by the 
pride and power of the Gothic nation. The 
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho- 
rity and reafon, to calm the paffions, which the 
fon of Theodoric confidered as a duty ; repre- 
fented, with feeming affeftion and real truth, 
the dangers of abfence and delay; and perfuaded 
TorifiMond to difappoint, by his fpeedy return, 
the ambitious defigns of his brothers, who 
might occupy the throne and treafures of Thou- 

loufe. 
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loufe ^, After the departure of the Goths, and c H A P. 
thefeparation of the allied army, Attilawas fur- ,^^ ' ^ 
prifed at the vail filence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons : the fufpieion of fome hoftile 
ftratagem detained him feveral days within tlite 
circle of his waggons ; and his retreat beyond 
the Rhine confefled the laft vi6lory which was 
atchieved in the name of the Weftern empire. 
Meroveus and his Franks obferving a prudent 
diilance, and magnifying the opinion of their 
ilrength, by the numerous fires which they kin- 
dled every night, continued to follow the rear 
of the Huns, till they reached the confines of 
Thuringia. The Thuringians ferved iii the army 
of Attila: they traverfed, both in their march 
and in their return, the territories of the Franks; 
and it was perhaps in this war that they exercifed 
the cruelties, which, about fourfcore years after- 
wards, were revenged by the fon of Clovis. They 
malTacred their hoftages, as well as their cap- 
tives: two hundred young maidens were tortured 
with exquifite and unrelenting rage; their bodies 
were torn afunder by wild horfes, or their bones 
were cruflied under the weight of rolling wag- 
gons ; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 
on the public roads, as a prey to dogs and vul- 

** Jornandes de Rebus Geticisi c. 41. p. 671. The policy of 
iBtiu^ and the bdutviour of Torijlinondy are extremely natural; 
and the patrician» according to Gregory of Tours (!• ii. c. 7. p. 163.) 
difinifled the "Pnace of the Franks, by iuggefting to him a fimilar 
apprehenfion. The falle Idatius ridieuloufly pretends, that iStius 
paid a dandeftine, noAumal, vifit to the Kings of die Huns and of 
the Vifigoths; finom each of whom he obtuned a bribe of ten 
thou&nd peces of goldy as the price of an UBdiftari>ed retreat. 

tures. 
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CHAP, tures. Such were thofe favage anceftors, whofe 
XXXV, imaginary virtues have foraetiraes excited the 

praife and envy of civilized ages 1 *' 
iQvafion Neither the fpirit, nor the forces, nor the 
AttiuJ ^ reputation of Attila, were impaired by the fail- 
AJ).452* ure of the Gallic expedition. In the enfuing 
Ipring, he repeated his demand, of the Princefs 
Honoria, and her patrimonial treafures. The 
demand was again rejefted, or eluded; and the 
indignant lover immediately took the field, pafled 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aquileia 
with an innumerable hoft of Barbarians. Thofe 
Barbarians were unlkilled in the methods of con- 
du6ling a regular fiege, which, even among the 
ancients, required Ibme knowledge, or at lead 
Ibme practice, of the mechanic arts. But the 
labour of many thou fand provincials and captives, 
whofe lives were facrificed without pity, might 
execute the mod painful and dangerous work. 
The fkill of the Roman artifts might be cor- 
rupted to the deftru6lion of their country. The 
wall^ of Aquileia were afTaulted by a formidable 
train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and 
engines, that threw ftones, darts, and fire*^ : and 

the 

'♦7 Thefe cruelties, which are paffionately deplored by Theodoric, 
the fon of Clovis (Gregory of Tours, 1. iii, c. lo. p. 190.), fuit the 
time and c^rcumlhMaces of the InvaGon of Attila. His refidence in 
Thuringia was long atteiled by popular tradition ; and he is fup- 
pofed to have alFembled a couroultaiy or diet, in the territory of 
Eifenach. See Mafcou, ix. 30. who fettles with nice accuracy the 
extent of ancient I'huringia, and derives its name from the Gothic ^ 
tribe of the Thcrvingi, 

^^ Machinis conftrudlis, omnibufque tormentorum generibus 
adhibitis. Jomandes, c. 4a. p. 673. In the thirteenth century, the 

Moguls 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 123 

the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible chap. 
impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and intereft, ^^^v* 
to fubvert the only barrier which delayed the 
conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period 
one of the richeft, the mod populous, and the 
ftrongeft of the maritime cities of the Hadriatic 
coaft. The Gothic auxiliaries, who appear to 
have ferved under their native princes Alaric and 
Antala, communicated their intrepid fpirit; and 
the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and 
fuccefsful refinance, which their anceftors had 
oppofed to a fierce^ inexorable Barbarian, who 
difgraced the majefty of the Roman purple. 
Three months w^ere confumed without effedl in 
the fiege of Aquileia ; till the want of provifions, 
and the clamours of his army, compelled Attila 
to relinquilh the enterprize ; and relufilantly to 
iffue his orders, that the troops Ihould ftrike 
their tents the next morning, and begin their 
retreat. But as he rode round the walls, pen- 
five, angry,and difappointed, he obferved a ftork, 
preparing to leave her neft, in one of the towers, 
and to fly with her infant family towards the 
country. . He feized, with the ready penetration 
of a ftatefman,this trifling incident, which chance 
had offered to fuperflition ; and exclaimed, in a 



Moguls battered the cities of Cliin^ with large engines conllrudled by 
the Mahometans or Chriftlans in their fervice^ which threw ftones 
from 150 to 300 pounds weight. In the defence of their country* 
the Chinefe ufed gunpowder, and even bombs, above an hundred 
years before they were known in Europe; yet even thofe celeflial, or 
infernal, arms were infufficient to proteA a puiillanimous nation. 
See Gaubil. Hiil« des Mongoujs> p. 70, 71. 155. 157, &c* 

loud 
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CHAP, loud and cheerful tone, thait fuch a domeilic 
^^^^^ bird, fo conftantly attached to human fociety, 
would never have abandoned her ancient feats, 
unlefs thofe towers had been devoted to impend- 
ing ruin and folitude^^ The favourable omen 
infpired an affurance of victory ; the fiege was 
renewed, and profecuted with frefli vigour j a 
large breach was made in the part of the wall 
from whence the ftork had taken her flight ; the 
Huns mounted to the aflaultwith irrefiflible fury; 
and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely dif- 
cover the ruins of Aquileia *°. After this dread- 
ful chaftifement, Attila purfued his march ; and 
as he pafled, the cities of Altinum, Corcordia, 
and Padua, were reduced into heaps of ftones and 
alhes. The inland towns, Vicenza, Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty 
of the Huns. Milan and Pavia fubmitted, with- 
out refinance, to the lofs of their wealth ; and 
applauded the unufual clemency, which preferved 
from the flames the public, as well as private, 
buildings ; and fpared the lives of the captive 
multitude. The popular traditions of Comum, 
Turin, or Modena, may jufl^ly be fufpefted j yet 

^' The fame ftory is told by Jornandes^ and by Procopius (de 
Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 187, 188.): nor is it eafy to decide, 
which is the original. But the Greek hiftorian is guilty of an inex- 
culable mifiakey in placing the (lege of Aquileia after the death of 
^tius. 

^ Jomandesy about an hundred years afterwards, affirms, that 
Aqtiileia was fo completely ruined, ita ut vix ejus vefligia, ut appa^ 
reant, reliquerint. See Jomandes de Reb. Geticis, c, 41. p. 673. 
Paul. Diacon. 1. ii. c. 14. p* 785. Liutprand. HifL 1. iii. c. a. The 
name of Aquileia was fometimes applied to Forum Julii (Cividad 
dell Friuli)> the more recent capital of the Venetian province* 

they 
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they concur with more authentic evidence to c H A P. 
prove, that Attila fpread his ravages over the ,^^^\^ 
rich plains of modern Lombardy; which are 
divided by the Po, and bounded by the Alps and 
Appennine ^\ When he took poffeflion of the 
royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed, and 
offended, at the fight of a picture which repre- 
fented the Caefars feated on their throne, and the 
princes of Scythia proftrate at their feet. Thei 
revenge which Attila inflicted on this monument 
of Roman vanity, was harmlefs and ingenious. 
He commanded a painter to reverfe the figures, 
and the attitudes ; and the emperors were de-f 
lineated on the fame canvas, approaching in a 
fuppliant pofture to empty their bags of tributary 
gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch ^\ 
The fpedtators muft have confeffed the truth and 
propriety of the alteration j and were perhaps 
tempted to apply, on this Angular occafion, the 
well-known fable of the difpute between the lion 
and the man^^ 



'' In defcribmg this war of Attila^ a war fo famousy but fo im- 
perfedUy known, I have taken for my guides two learned Italians^ 
who confidered the fubjedl with fome peculiar advantages; Sigo- 
niusy de Imperio Occidentaliy Lxiii. in his worksy tonui. p.495— - 
502.; and Muratoriy Annali d'ltaliaf torn. iv. p-aa9 — a36» 8vo. 
edition. 

^' This article may be fqund under two different articles 
(^cWavov axid ko^vk^) of the mifcellaneous compilation of Suidas. 

^^ Leo refpondity humani hoc pi<5tum man^: 

Videres hominem deje^m* fi pingere 
Leooes Icirent* Aj^ndix ad Phaedrum, Fab. xxv. 

The Uoii^ in Fhaedrus very fooliihiy appeals from pi^ures to the 
amphitheatre: and- 1 am glad to o^bferve, that the native taile of 
La Fontaine (L iii. fable x.) has omitted this moft lame and impo- 
tent condufion* 

It 
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CHAP, It 18 a faying worthy of the ferocious pride of 
XXXV. AttiJa, that the grafs never grew on the fpot 
Founda- where bis horle had trod. Yet the favage de- 
tionofthe ftroycr undefignedly laid the foundations of a 
Venice. ^ republic, which revived, in the feudal date of 
Europe, the art and fpirit of commercial induftry* 
The celebrated name of Venice, or Venetia^% 
, was formerly diffufed over a large and fertile 
province of Italy, from the confines of Pannonia 
to the river Addua, and from the Po to the Rha?- 
tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flouriflied in 
peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moft confpicuous llation: but the ancient dignity 
of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ma- 
nufa6lures ; and the property of five hundred 
citizens, who were entitled to the equeftrian rank, 
mull have amounted, at the ftri^eft computation, 
to one million feven hundred thoufand pounds. 
Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja- 
cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe, though obfcure, refuge in the neigh- 
bouring iflands". At the extremity of the Gulf, 

*♦ Paxil the Deacon (de Geftis Langobard. 1. ii. c. 14. p. 784.) 
defcribes the provinces of Italy about the end of the eighth century. 
f^enetia non folum in pauds inlulis quas nunc Venetias dicimus> 
conftat ; fed ejus terminus a PannrniiK finibus ufque Adduam fiur- 
vxum protelatur. The hiftory of that province till the age of Charle- 
magne forms the firft and moft interefting part of the Verona illuP* 
trata (p. I — 3S8.)» in which the Marquis Scipio Mafiei has ihewn 
himfelf equally capable of enlaiged views and minute difquifitions. 

^^ This emigration is not attefted by any contemporary evidence ; 
but the faA is proved by the events and the ciicumftances might 
be preferved by tradition. The citizens of Aquileia retired to the 
Ifle of Gradusy thofe of Padua to Rivus Altusy or Rialtoy where the 
city of Venice was afterwards built| &c. 

where 
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where the Hadriatic feebly imitates the tides of c H A P. 
the ocean, near an hundred fmall iflands are fepa- -^^^^^ 
rated by (hallow water from the continent, and 
protedled from the waves by feveral long flips of 
land, which admit the entrance of veffels through 
fome fecret and narrow channels 5*. Till the 
middle of the fifth century, thefe remote and 
fequeftered fpots remained without cultivation, 
with afewinhabitants,and almofl without aname. 
But the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their 
arts and their government, were gradually formed 
by their new fituation ; and one of the epiftles 
of Caffiodorius", which defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards, maybe coniidered 
as the primitive monument of the republic. 
The minifter of Theodoric compares them, in his 
quaint declamatory ftyle, to water-fowl, who had 
fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves j and 
though he allows, that the Venetian provinces 
had formerly contained many noble families, he 
infinuates, that they were now reduced by mis- 
fortune to the fame level of humble poverty* 
Fifli was the common, and almofl the univerfal. 



*^ The topography and antiquities of .the Venetian iflands, from 
Gradus to Clodia» or Chioggia, are accurately iiated in the DilFer- 
t^tio Chrorographica de Italia Medii -ffivi, p. 151 — 155. 

" Caffiodor. Variar. 1. la. epifl. 24. Maffei (Verona lUuftrata, 
part i. p. 240 — 254-) has tranflated and explained this curious letter, 
in the fpirit of a learned antiquarian and a faithful fubje(5l, who 
confidered Venice as the only legitimate offspring of the Roman 
republic. He fixes the date of the epiille, and confequently the 
pracfedlure, of Caffiodorius, A.D. 523. ; and the Marquis's autho- 
rity has the more weight, as he had prepared an edition of his works, 
and adlually publiihed a diflertation on the true orthography of his 
name. See Oflervazioni Letteraire, tom.ii. p. 290 — 339. 

2 food 
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CHAP, food of every rank : their only treafure confided 
. - , ^ m the plenty of fait, which they extradled from 
the fea : and the exchange of that commodity, 
fo eiTpntial to human life, was fubftituted in the 
neighbouring markets to the currency of gold 
and fiiver. A people, whofe habitations might 
be doubtfully affigned to the earth or water, foon 
became alike familiar with the two elements j 
and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe 
of neceffity. The iflanders, who, from Grado to 
Chiozza, were intimately connected with each 
other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by the 
fecure, though laborious, navigation of the rivers 
and inland canals. Their veffels, which wera 
continually iAcreafing in fize and number, viiited 
all the, harbours of the Gulf j and the marriage, 
which Venide annually celebrates with the 
Hadriatic, was contracted in her early infancy. 
The epiftle of Caffiodorius, the J^raetorian prae- 
fe6t, is addrefied to the maritime tribunes : and 
he exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the 
public feryice, which-required their affiftance to 
tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the 
province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna. 
. The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex- 
plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prin- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were 
created by an annual and popular eledtion. The 
exiftence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy, is attefted by the 
fame authentic record, which annihilates their 
,14 lofty 
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lofty claim of original and perpetual inde- chap. 
pendence ^'. ^J ^^^Vy 

The Italians, who had long fince rienounced Attiu 
the exercife of arms, were furprifed^ after forty g»v^p««e 
years peace, by the approach of a formidable 
Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the ^nemy 
of their religion, as well as of their republic. 
Amidft the general conftemation, iEtius alone 
was incapable of fear ; but it was impoffible that 
he fhould atchieve, alone, and unafliiled, any 
military exploits worthy of his former • renown. 
The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy; and the fuccours 
promifed by the Eaftern Emperor were diftant and 
doubtful. Since ^tius, at the hea4 of his do- 
saeilic troops, iliU maintained th& field, and ha- 
rafled or retarded the march of Attila^ he never 
ihewed himfelf more truly greajt, than at the time 
when his condu6l was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful people ^^. If the mind of Valentinian 
had been iiiiceptible of any generous fentiments, 
he would have chofen (uch a geueral for his 

^^ See^ in the fecpnd voli^me of A^ielot de la Hqaflkie Hift^ 
du Gouvernement de Venife^ a tranflation of the famous SquittiniQ. 
This booky which has been exalted far above its meriti^ is ftained 
^ every linje with t^ dififigenyQUs Bialeyolence qf ivuty: bat the 
principal evidence, -genuine and apocryphal^ is brought tofg^taCf and 
the reader will eaiily choofe the fair medium. 

^ Sirmond* (Not. ad Si^on. Apollin. p. 19. has publilhed « 
curious pa|Iage from the Chronicle of l^ljp^. Atdl^' redintegra- 
tis viribu8> quas \fL Gallia am^erat, It^Jiam ingredi per Pannonia^ 
intendit; nihil duce noftro JEtio fecundum prions belli oper^ 
profpicieptey &c« He reproaches ^tius with negledtinjg jto guard 
the Alpsy and yni!^ a d^fign to .abandon Italy : but this raih cenfure 
may at iea^ be .counterbalanced ji>y the fayourat^Ie teQjjn^oiues oJF 
Xdatius and Ifidore. 

VOL. VI. K ^icaaiplp 
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CHAP* example and his guide. But the timid grandfbn 
xxxy. 0f Theodofius, inftead of (baring the dangers, 
efcaped from the found of war ; and his hafty 
retreat from Ravenna to Rome, from an impreg- 
nable fortreis to an open capital, betrayed his 
fecret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as 
the danger fhould approach his Imperial perfon. 
This ihameful abdication was fufpended, how- 
ever, by the fpirit of doubt and delay, which 
commonly adheres to pufillanimous counfels, and 
fometimes corrects their pernicious tendency. 
The Weftern Emperor, with the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome, embraced the more falutary refolu- 
tion of deprecating, by afolemn and fuppliant 
embaily, the wrath of Attila. This important 
commiflion was accepted by Avienus, who, from 
his birth and riches, his confular dignity, the 
numerous train of his clients, and his perfonal 
abilities, held the firft rank in the Roman fenate. 
The Q)ecious and artful chara6ler of Avienus % 
was admirably qualified to condu6t a negociation 
either of public or private intereft: his colleague 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian praefec- 
ture of Italy ; and Leo, Bifhop of Rome, con- 
fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his flock. 
The genius of Leo ^' was exercifed and difplayed 

^ See the original portaits of Avienus, and his rival BafiUus* 
delineated and contrafted in the epifUes (i. 9. p. aa.) of Sidonius. 
He had fludied the charadlers of the two chiefs of the fenate ; but 
he attached himfelf to Bafilius^ as the more folid and difintoefted 
friend. 

*'^ The charaAer and principles of Leo may be traced in one 
hundred and forty^iie ordinal epiftleft, which iUuftrate the ecde* 
fiaftical hiitory of his long and bufy pontificate, from AJD.440, to 
461. See Dupbi Bibliotheque Ecdefiaftique, tom..iii. part ii. 

in 
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in tlie public misfortunes ; and he has deferved chap. 
the appellation of greats by the fuccefsful ^eal -^^^^^^'^• 
with which he laboured to eftablifh his opinions 
and his authority, und^r the venerable names of 
orthodox faith and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The 
Roman ambafladors were introduced to the tent 
of Attila, as he lay encamped at the place where 
the flow- winding Mincius is lofl in the foaming 
waves of the lake Benacus*^% and trampled, with 
his Scythian cavalry, the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil *^ The Barbarian monarch liilened with 
&vourable, and even relpe6lful, attention ; and 
the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im- 
menfe ranfom^or dowry, of the Princefs Honoria. 
The ftate of his army might facilitate the treaty, 
aqd haflen his retreat. Their martial fpirit wa» 
relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The fliepherds of the North, whofe 
ordinary food confiiled of milk and raw flefli, in- 
dulged themfelves too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine, and of meat prepared and feafbned by 
the arts of cookery ; and the progrefs of diieafe 



■ tardis ingens ubi flexibus errat 



Minciusf et tenera pnetexh arundine ripas 

Anne lacus tantos^ te Lari xnaximey tetjoe 
FludUbusy et fremitu aflurgens Bcnaee marino. 
^^ The Marquis MafFei (Verona Illufirata, parti, p. 95. z»9. aax. 
part iL p. «. 6.) baa illuftrated -with tafle and learning this intereft*' 
log topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo 
near ArioHca^ or Ardelica^ now Pefchieray at the conflux of the lake 
and river ; afcertains the villa of Catullus, in the delightful penin* 
iula of Sannio* and difcovers the Andes of Virgil, in the village o£ 
Banded, precifely fituate qu4 fe fubducere coUes incipiunt, where thii 
Veronefe hills imperceptibly flope dowQ into the plaia of Mantua. 

K 2 revenged 
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•CHAP, revenged in fome meafiH*e the injuries of thfi Ita- 
L^^^ i lianfi*'^- When Attiia declared his refeiotion of 
carrying hisvi^iorious arms to the gates of Rome, 
he was admoniih^d by his friends, as w^li as by 
bis enemies, that Alaric had not long farvived 
the conquell of the eternal city. His miad, fii4 
perior to real danger, was aftaulted by itnagiiaary 
terrors ; nor could he efcape the iirfluence of 
fuperftition, which had fo often been fubiervieiit 
to his diefigns ^K The preffing eioqneiiee of Lea^ 
his ms^Aic afpeS;, and facerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attiia^ for the fpiritusd father <rf 
theChriftians, The apparition of the two apoftles, 
St, Peter and St. Paul, who metiaeed the Bar- 
]:mrian with inftant de^ath, if he r^^Sted the 
prayer of their foceeflbr, is one of the nobleft 
legends of ecclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of 
Rome might deferve the interpofition of celeftiai 
beings; and feme indulgence is due to a fable, 
which has been reprefented by the pencil of 
Raphael, and the chiflel of Algardi ^\ 

. Before 

*+ Si ftatim infefto agmine urbem petiiflent, grande difcrin^n 
eflet : fed in Venetia <juo fere tradlu Italia molliffima eft, ipfa foli 
coelique dementia robur elanguit. Adhoc panis ufil camifque 
co6iXf et dulcedine vini midgatqsj &c. This paflage of Floras 
(iii. 3.) is itai more ajppHcaWe to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and 
it may ferve as a commentary on the celefifai phgue^ with which 
Idatius :aiid ffidore have afBiSted the trpops of AttHa. 

^ The hiflori?n PrKSbus h^d fpiijively mentiop^d th^e dS^ 
«4)ich t^i^ ^:3^jaa^U pFQ!jduce4 on the mind ^ Af^^ JoFmo^^ 

^ The pS^ure of R^fcad is in the Vatican ; 4he Mlb («r per. 
haps the alto) r^evo of Algardi, oh One of 4iie aHftrs 4i St»f^^ 
(fee Dubos, RHlexions fuf la Poefie et iur fo .^intiire) iom. i. 
p>^i9tS^^)' Baronius (AnnaL Ecclef. A.D. 45%* N^57»58.) 

bravely 
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Before the King of the Huns evacuated Italy, c H A P« 
be threatened to return more dreadful, and more ?^^v* 
impktcable, if his bride, the Princefs Honoria, Thedeatk 
were not delivered to his ambalTadors within the ^^'^ 
term ftipulated by the treaty. Yetj in the naean- * "*^^" 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety^ by 
adding a beautiful maid, whofe name was Ildicoy 
to the lift of his innumerable wives *^ Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftivity, at his wooden palace beyond ,the Da- 
nube; and the monarch, opprefled with wine 
and fleep, retired, at a late hour, from the ban^ 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- 
tinued to reipe^ his pleafures, or his repofe, the 
greatefl part of the enfuingday, till the unufual 
filence alarmed their fears and lufpicions; and^ 
after attempting to awakeir Attila by* loud and 
repeated cries, they at length broke into the 
royal apartments They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bedfide, hiding her face with 
her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the King,, who had expired during 



brltvefy fuibifis the' troth of the apjlarition; which is r?JEldk«d» 
however, by the moft learned and piQUs C^^hdics. 
' *^ Attila, ut Prifcus hiftoricus refert, extiinflionis fuae tempore^ 
{>uellam Ildico lurtnine, decoram valde» fifoi matriihabiuih poil jtliiit- 
merabBes uxores . . • focians. Jomandes, c. 49. p. 68 3, 684. He 
afterwards tddA (c. so. p. 686.) Fdii Atf«*, quorum pet Utentiam 
libidinis pceiie populus ftlit. Polygamy ha« bfien ^Hffihed among 
the Tartar of every a^ge. The rank of plcbelttn vrtvei 11 WgttUti* 
6ftly by their |)€rfofaai chai-ms j and th^ ftded matron prepttftti vifith- 
out a murmur, the bed Which h ddlined for her blogmiiiff Hva^ 
But in royal families, the d^u^htet^ of Khans commuiticatfe to their 
fons a prior right of Inheritahde. See Oeneldogical Hiftory, p. 406^ 
407,408.. 
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CHAP, the night*'. An artery had fuddenly bufftj 
^^^^* and as Attila lay in a fupine pofture, he was fuf» 
focated by a torrent of blood, which, inftead of 
finding a paflage through the noftrils, regurgi- 
tated into the lungs and ftomach. His body was 
folemnly expofed in the midft of the plain, 
under a iilken pavilion ; and the chofen fqua- 
drons of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured 
evolutions, chanted a funeral fong to the memory 
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his 
death, the father of his people, the fcourge of 
his enemies, and the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cuftom, the Barbarians 
cut off a part of their hair, gaihed their faces 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant 
leader as he deferved, not with the tears of wo*v 
men, but with the blood of warriors. The re^ 
mains of Attila were inclofed within three coffins^ 
of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately 
buried in the night : the fpoils of nations were 
thrown into his grave ; the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maflacred ; 
and the fame riuns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
ceffive grief, feafted, with diffolute and intern-^ 
perate mirth, about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Conftantinople, that 

^ The report of her guilt reached Conftantinople^ where it ob- 
tahied a very different name ; and Marcellinus obferves, that the 
tyrant of Europe was (lain in the night by the handi and the kniff 9 
of a woman. Comeilley who has adapted the genuine account to 
his tragedy^ defcribes the irruption of blood in forty, bombaft lines^ 
and Attila exclaimS) with ridiculous fury^ 

S'il ne veut s'arreter (Jns blood), 

(Dit-il) on mepayera ce qui m'en Ta couter. 

12 oa 
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on the fortunate night in which he expired, chap.. 
Marcian beheld in a dream the bow of Attila ^^^"n 
broken afunder : and the report may be allowed 
to prove, how feldom the image of that formid- 
able Barbarian was abfent from the mind of a 
Roman emperor \ 

The revolution which fubverted the empire of Deftnic- 
the Huns, eftabliflied the fame of Attila, whofe.^^^^ 
genius alone had fuilained the huge and di£» 
jointed fabric. After his death, the boldeft 
chieftains afpired to the rank of kings ; the 
mod powerful kings refufed to acknowledge a 
fuperior ; and the numerous fons, whom fo many 
various mothers bore to the deceafed monarch, 
divided and difputed, like a private inheritance, 
the fovereign command of the nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and 
reprefented the dii^ace of this fervile partition; 
and his fubje6ts, the warlike Gipida?, , with the 
Oflrogoths, under the conduct of three valiant 
brothers, encouraged their allies to vindicate the 
rights of freedom and royalty. In a bloody and 
decifive conflict on the banks of the river Netad, 
in Pannonia, the lance of the Gipida?, the fword 
of the Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the Suevic 
infantry, the light arms of the Heruli, and the 
heavy weapons of the Alani, encountered or fupr 
ported each other ; and the vi6lory of Ardaric 
was accompanied with the flaughter of thirty 

^ The curious ciicumftances of the death and funeral of Attilat' 
are related by Jomandes (c. 49. p. 6839 6841 685.)^ and were pro- 
bably tranicribed from Ptifcus. 

K 4 thoufand 
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CHAP, tlioiijaiid of his enemies. Ellac, the elded foil 
XJaV. of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo-' 
table battle of Netad : bis early vdour had rsiiibd 
him to the throne of the Acatzires, a Scythiseri 
people, whom he ftibdned; and his ^her, who 
loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the 
death, of Ellac ^^ His brother D^ft^^ch, with 
an army of Huns, ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin, maintained his grotind above fifteen 
year$ on the- banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Daeia, from 
ike Carpathian hills to the £uxine, became the 
ftat of a new power, which was erciSled by Ar- 
dUric, King of the Gepid^. The Pannonian 
cpnquefts, from Vienna to iSirmium, were occu- 
pied by the Oftrogoths ; and the fettlements of 
the tribes^ who had fo bravely aflferted their nativef 
freedom, were irregularly diftributed, according 
to the meafure of their re^ei^ive'ftrength. Sur- 
rounded and oppmBBSA by the multitude of hid 
fiither's Haves, the kingdom of Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of hk wi^ggons ; his def* 
perate courage urged him td invade the Eaftem 
Empire; he fell in battle; as^ his head, igno- 
mittiottilyexpoftd in the Hippodrome^ exhibited 
a griteful Qieetade to the people of Coriftan- 
tiaople. Attila had fondly or fuperftrtioufly 

'° Set Joniandesy de Rebus Geticisy c.50. p. ^859 6S69 6879 6iS^ 
His dinm^6& of the national dhns is curioiis aikd importaiit. Niite 
ibi admirandom reor fuille fpedUctxlumy ubi cemere erat ciin<Stis» 
pugnantem Gothum enfe farestem. Gqpidam in vubiere fuorum 
ctin^ tela frangentem> Suevum perfe, Huhnum fagitta praelumere^ 
Alamim.gravi) Herulum levi^ armatura^ aciem inftruene. I am not 
predfety informed of the fituation of the riyer Netad. 

believed. 
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believed^ that Irnac, the youtigefl of his fotis, wa« c M A P. 
Ae&kied t^ pefpettiate thfe glories of his rade. ^^^ ^Iif 
The eharagl^r of thit prince^ ivho attempted to 
Bs!dd€^rdt^ the rafiinefi of Ms blrotbet Detigifldh^ 
was ttlote iiritable to thfe declinittg condition of 
fhe Hiii^s ) tod Irnac^ if ith his fubjedl hdtdes, 
Retired itito the heartbf the Leflfer Scythia. They 
wete foon overWhelttied by a torrent of new Bar* 
bariins^ who followed the fame road which tl>eir 
own anceilors had formerly difeovered. The 
Geougen^ or Avares, whofe refldence is afligtied 
by the Gredt Writers to the flibtes of the oceilti, 
impelled the adjdcent tribes ; till it letigth the 
Igodrs of the Ncrrth, iffuing frrtm the cold Sibe-^ 
tiM tegioiis, which produce the mod vdlaable 
furs j ^tead thettifelves ovet the defeft^ as far As 
the Borifthenes and Cafpian gates ; arid filially 
extittguiflied the ethpite of the HUHs^'. 

Sudh afi event tiiight contribute to the fitfbty Vaientim- 
ef the Eaftern empire, under the reign of a *""T* 
prince Who conciliated the friendlhip, without patrician 
forfeiting the efteem of the Barbai*ian^. But -^^ 
the Emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diffolute ' ^^^' 
Valeiitinian, who had readhed his thii^ty-fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafdii ot cou- 
rage^ abufed this apparent fecurity, to uftdfermifte 
the foundations of his own throne, by the mur- 
der of the patrician ^Etius. iPronL thd inftin6l 

7' Two modem kiftotta&s have ^rown- nrtieh new Hght oh the 
ruin sad divifibn of the empire of Attik. M; de BnuAi liy his la- 
borious and minute diHgehce (torn* Tiii* p*i — 31. 68-^4.); and 
M. de Guignesy by his extraordinary knowledge «f die Chinefe 
language and writers. See Hift. des nuns> torn. ii. p*'3 15-^3 19- 

of 



138 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. of a bafe and jealous mind, he hated the manr 
^^^^\ who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of 
the Barbarians, and the fupport of the republic ; 
and his new favourite, the eunuch Heraclius, 
awakened the Emperor from the fupine lethargy, 
which might be dilguifed, during the life of 
Placidia^% by the excufe of filial piety. The 
fame of -ZEtius, his wealth and dignity, the nu- 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers, 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the flate, and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius, who was already contra6ted to Eu- 
doxia, the Emperor's daughter, had raifed him 
above the rank of a fubjefit. The ambitious de- 
iigns, of which he was fecretly accufed, excited 
the fears, as well as the refentment, of Valenti- 
nian. ^tius himfelf, fupported by the confciouf- 
nefs of his merit, his fervices, and perhaps his 
innocence, feems to have niiaintained a haughty 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician ofiended 
his fovereign by an hoflile declaration ; he aggra- 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance ; he proclaimed his fufpicions, he neg- 
lected his fafety : and from a vain confidence 
that the enemy, whom he defpifed, was incapable 

^ Placidia died at Rome» November 279 A.D.450. She was 
buried at Ravenna^ where her fepulchre, and even her corpfe, feated 
in a chair of cyprefs wood, were preferved for ages. The Emprefi 
recdved many compliments from the orthodox clergy; and St. 
Peter Chryfologus afibredhery that her zeal for the Trinity had been 
recompenfed by an auguft trinity of children. See Tillemont Hift. 
des £mp. torn. vi. p. 240. 

ev«n 
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even of a manly crime, he ralhly ventured his C H A P. 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilft he urged, 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar- 
riage of his fon ; Valentinian, drawing his fword^ 
the firft fword he had ever drawn, plunged it in 
the breaft of a general who had faved his empire: 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioufly ftruggled 
to imitate their mafter ; and ^Etius, pierced with 
an hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre- 
fence. Boethius, the Praetorian prefeft, was 
killed at the fame moment; and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were fummoned to the palace, and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated 
by the fpecious names of juftice and neceffity, 
was immediately communicated by the Emperor 
to his foldiers, his fubje6i:s, and his allies. The 
nations, who were ftrangers or enemies to jEtius, 
generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero: 
the Barbarians, who had been attached to his 
fervice, diffembled their grief and refentment ; 
and the public contempt, which had been fo 
long entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence. 
Such fentiments feldom pervade the walls of a 
palace ; yet the Emperor was confounded by the 
honed reply of a Roman, whofe approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit. *' I am ignorant, 
*' Sir, of your motives or provocations ; I only 
** know, that you have a6led like a man who 
" cuts off his right hand with his left".'* 

The 

7^ Aetium Flacidus m^dhivit femivir amens^ is the expreffion of 
Sidonius (Pan«gyr. Avit. 35 9O. The poet knew the world, and 
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CHAP. The luxury of Rome feeiRs to have attrafiled 
v^^^ l ^ *^^ ^^g ^^^ frequent vifits of Valentinian; who 
and ra- was coiifequently more defpif<^ at Rome, than in 
i^esdic ^^y ^jj^r pi^fi; ^f j^is dominions. A republican 

Maxijnus* fpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate as their 
audiority^ ^nd even their fupplies, became n^- 
^ tei&ry for the fupport of bis feeble governmentr 
The ftately demeanour of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride ; and the pleafures of Vaien- 
tinian were injurious.tothe peace and honour of 
noble families. The birth of the £i»pre& £u* 
doxia wiis e^ual to his own, and ber charms and 
tender afie^ion deferve ih^ teftimonies of 
love^ wfeicfa her inconitant hufband diffipa^ed in 
vague and unlawful amours* Petronius Maxi- 
mus^ awealthy fenator of the Anician family, whQ 
had been twice conful^ wM poflefled of a chafte 
and beautiful wife : her obftinate reliftance ferved 
only t6 irritate the defires of Valentinian ; and 
he refolved to accompli(h them, either by ftrata- 
gem or force. Deep gaming was o^e of the 
vices of the dourt : the Emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance^ had gained from Maxim us a con« 
fiderable fum^ uncourteoufly exafbed his ring a& 
a fecurity for the debt ; and fent it by a trafty 
meilenger to his wife^ with an order, in her 
hufband's name^ that ihe ihould immediately 
attend tlie Emprefs Eudoxia* The un^ufpedbing 
wife of Maximus was conv^ed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace ^ the emiflaries of her impa- 
tient lover oondudted her to a gemote and filent 

was not inclined to flatter a minifter who had injured or disgraced 
Ay^tA aiid Majorkn, thfe iticdiif&te h^rO^ ^ hit 1^. 

ij; bed- 
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I>e4|-ch9.i3a^ef ; ^nd Valentinian violgtedy with- c H A p. 
&at reipprfe^ tjie l^ws of hofpitality. Her te^rs, ^J^^^ 
whira i^e returned hom^ i her deep s^ffiiStion ; 
aod her bitter reproaches againil her huibaud, 
whfMo flie coniid^r^ a§ th9 accomplioe of his 
own fiiain^, edited Maxiniusto ajuft revenge; 
th^ d^re of revenge was ftimul^ted by 901- 
bitipp} md he Bright reafonably^afpire, by the 
free fuffii^e of the Roman fi^n^te^ to the throne 
^f a d^tefted apd defpicahle riv^l. Valentini^ni 
who fuppoled that every human bread was de« 
vpid, like his own, Qf friendfttip aflid gratitude, 
had imprudently admitted among his guards 
feveral domeftics and followers of i£tius. Two 
of tfaefe, of Barbarian ra^, w^r^e p^rfuadj^ to 
execute a facr^ ^nd honourable duty, by 
punjifliing with death th^ afiaflin of thj^ir patron: 
and th^ir intrepid courage did not iQQg eii:p0^ 
a favourable moment. Whilft YalentJniaQ 
junufed himfelf in th^ ^^Id of Mars, with the 
ipe^acle pf fome military ipprts, they fuddjanly 
rulhed upon him with drawn weapons, dif- 
patched the guilty Heraclius, and flabbed the Death of 
Easperor to the heart, without the lead oppo- X^^^^' 
iition from his numerous train, who feem.ed A.D.44J. 
tp rc^ee in the tyrant's deaih. Sueli was the ^^*^*^^ 
&t^ of Valentinian tjie Third '\ the iaft Roman 

7^ With regard to tb» {(^^ %^d f:irc^ioAw»e,g of the ^e^hi «f 
iEtius and ValentiqjiaQ> pur i^fpnpnLjgitJipn is dark ^nd imperfeifk. Ph>- 
copius (de Bell. V^ug^dal. l.i* c. 4. p.; $69 1^7^ ;88.) is 9. fabulous 
writer for the events which precede his own memory. His narrative 
muft therefore be fupp]j,ed ;iad f qrre<S^ by five or jix Chronicles* 
none of which wpre .cQQ\poj(^ i^ Hon^is 9/ Italy ; and ijrhiohican only 
exprefsy vi broken (ei^e9c.e!b Ae fi^puW nwiQi^rsy as they were con- 
veyed to Gauly Spain* Africa, ConfUhtinople* or Alexandria. 

emperor . 
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CHAP, emperor of the family of Theodofius. He 
.^^^j^Jj faithfully imitated the hereditary weakne& of 
his coufin and his two uncles, without inherit- 
ing the gentlenefs, the purity, the innocence, 
which alleviate, in their characters, the want of 
ipirit and ability. Valentinian was lefs excuC 
able, fince he had paffions, without virtues ; 
even his religion was queftionable ; and though 
he never deviated into the paths of herefy, he 
fcandalized the pious Chriftians by his attachment 
to the profane arts of magic arid divination. 
Symptoms As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 
ofdecay ^^s the Opinion of the Roman augurs, that the 
twelve vultures^ which Romulus had feen, repre- 
fented the twelve centuries^ affigned for the fatal 
period of his city". This prophecy, difregarded 
perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity, 
infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions, 
when the twelfth century, clouded with difgrace 
and misfortune, was almoft elapfed '^ ; and even 
pofterity muft acknowledge with fome furprife, 
that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 

7^ This interpretation of Vettius^ a celebrated attgizr^ was quoted 
by Varro> in the xviiith book of his Antiquities. Cenforinus> de Die 
Nataliy c. ;7. p. 909 91. edit. Havercamp. 

7^ According to Vafro, the twelfth century would expire AJ>.447« 
but the uncertainty of the true sra of Rome might allow fome latitude 
of anticipation or delay. The poets of the age^ Claudian (de Bell. 
Getico> %6s*) and Sidonius (in Panegyr. Avit. zS1*)f may ^ ad- 
netted as fair witnefies of the popular opinion. 

Jam reputant annos, interceptoque volatil 
Vulturisy incidunt properatis fiecula metis. 



Jam prupe lata tui biflenas Vulturis alas 
Implebaat ; fcis namque tuos> fcis Roma> labores. 

See Duboi, Hift. Critique, torn. L p. 340 — 346. 

or 
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or fabulous circumftance, has been ferioufly veri- chap. 
fied inthe downfal of the Weftern empire. But ^^^^• 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than 
the flight of vultures : the Roman government 
appeared every daylefs formidable to its enemies, 
more odious and oppreffive to itsfubje6ls". The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs j 
oeconomy was negle6led in proportion as it be- 
came neceflary ; and the injuftice of the rich 
fliifted the unequal burden from themfelves to 
the people, whom they defrauded of the ihduU 
gencies that might fometimes have alleviated 
their mifery. The fevere inquifition, which con- 
fifcated their goods, and tortured their perfons, 
compelled the fubje6ls of Valentinian to prefer 
the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly 
to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the 
vile and abje6t condition of mercenary fervants. 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of 
Gaul, and the greatefl: part of Spain, were 
thrown into a fl:ate of diforderly independence, 
by the confederations of the Bagaudas ; and the 
Imperial minifl^ers purfued with profcriptive 
laws, and ineffedtusd arms, the rebels whom 
they bad made ^^ If all the Barbarian con- 
querors 

^ The fifth book of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentations) and 
Tehement invectives. His immoderate freedom ferves to provQ the 
weakneisy as well as the conruptiony of the Roman government. His 
book was publiihed after the lofs of Africa (A. D. 439*)> and before 
Attila's war (A. D. 45Z*> 

'^ The BagaudsB of SpaiUf who fought pitched battles with the 
Roman troopsy are repeatedly mentioned in the chronicle of Idatius. 

Salvian 
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CHAP, qu^rors bad been anaihilated in the Shmft hour, 

^?^^ their total deftru£tion would not have reftored 

the empire of the Weft: and if Rome flill 

furvived, Ihe furvived the lofi of freedom, of 

virtue, and of honour. 

Salvian has defcribed their d^farefs and rebellion in very forcible lan- 
guage. Itaquc nomen civium Romanorum • . . nunc nltro rqm- 
^ 4jfatur ac f ugitur nee vile taipen fed etiam abominahije p^eae habetur 
. • • • £t hinc eft ut etiam hi qui ad Barbaros non. confiigiunty Bar- 
bari tamen efle coguntuTy fcilicet ut eft pars magna Hifpanornmy et 

non pninima Galkmim De Bag^udis nunc mihi fermo eftf qui 

per malos judices et cruentos fpoliatiy afiOitSliy necati poft<piam jus Ro- . 
manae libertatis amiferant» etiam honorem Romani nominis perdx* 

derunt Vocamus rebellesy vocamus perditos quos efle com* 

pulimus criminofos. De Gubemat. Dei> 1. v. p. 1589 159. 
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iSack of Rome hy Gen/eric^ King of the Vandats, 
— His naval Depredations. — SucceJJion of the 
Iq/i Emperors qf the Wejl^ Maximus, Avitus^ 
Mqjorianj Severus^ Anthemim^ Oh/briuSy G/^- 
ceriuSy NepoSy Attgujiulus. — Total Exttnd;ion 
of the Wejtem Empire.^^Aeign of OdOaCer^ 
thefrji Barbarian King of Italy. . 

^HE lofi or defolation of the provinces, from CHAR 
the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory xxxvi^ 
and greatnefs of Rome: her internal pro-. Naval 
iperity was irretrievably deftroyed by the fepa- p/*^^*^®^ 
ration of Africa, The rapacious Vandals con- dais, 
fifcated the patrimonial efiates of the fenators, aj). 
and intercepted the regular fubfidies, which re- ^^^^^^^* 
lieved the poverty, and encouraged the idlenefs, 
of the plebeians. The diftrefs of the Romans 
was foon aggravated by an unexpedted attack ; 
and the province, fo long cultivated for their 
ufe by induilrious and obedient fubje6ls, was 
armed againfl them by an ambitious Barbarian. 
The Vandals and Alani, who followed the fuc- 
cefsful ftandard of GenferiCj had acquired a rich 
and fertile territory, which ftretched along the 
coaft above ninety days journey from Tangier to 
Tripoli J but their narrow limits were prefled and 
confined, on either fide< by the fandy defert and 
the Mediterranean. The difcovery and conquelt 
of the Black nations, that might dwell beneath 
VOL* VI. i.. the 
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CHAP, the torrid zone, could not tempt the rational 
juulVI.^ ambition of Genferic : but he call his eyes to- 
wards the fea; he refolved to create a naval 
power, and his bold refolution was executed 
with Heady and active perfeverance. The woods 
of mount Atlas aflTorded an inexhauilible nurfery 
of timber ; his new fubje6ts were Ikilled in the 
arts of navigation and fhip-building ; he ani- 
mated his daring Vandals to embrace a mode of 
warfare which would render every maritime 
country acceffible to their arms; the Moors and 
Africans were allured by the hopes of plunder j 
and, after an interval of fix centuries, the fleets 
that iflued from the port of Carthageagain claimed 
the empire of the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of 
the Vandals, the conqueft of Sicily, the fack of 
Palermo, and the frequent defcents on the coaft 
of Leucania, awakened and alarmed the mother 
of Valentinian, and the fifter of Theodofius. Al- 
liances were formed ; and armaments, expenfive 
and ineffe6tual, were prepared,for thedeftru^tion 
of the common enemy; who referved his courage 
to encounter thofe dangers which Ins policy 
could not prevent or elude. The defigns of the 
Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his 
artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and {^parent 
conceffions ; and the interpofition of his formid- 
able conf isderate the King of the Huns, recalled 
the emperors from the conqueft of Africa to the 
care of their domeftic fafety. The revolutions of 
the palace, which left the Weftern empire with- 
out a defender, and without a lawful prince, 
difpelled the appreheniions, and ftimulated the 
i^ . avarice. 
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svarice, of Genferic. He immediately equipped CHAR 
» numerous fleet of Vandals and Moors, and ,^^^^^ 
csA anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about 
three months after the death of Valentinian, and 
the elevation of Maximusto the Imperial throne* 

The private life of the fenator Petronius Maxi^ The cha- 
mus % was often alleged aa a rare example of "^^^^^ 
human felicity. His birth was noble and illuf- theSmpc- 
trious, flnce he defcended from the Anician «>r Man- 
family; his dignity was fupported by an ade« A.D.455, 
quate patrimony in land and money; and thefe March 17. 
advantages of fortune were accompanied with 
Uberbl arts and decent manners, which adorn or 
imitate the ineftimable gifts of genius and 
virtue. The luxury of his palace and table was 
facf][>itable and elegant. Whenever Maximus 
appeared in public, he wad furrounded by atraiii 
of grateftd and ob(equious clients ' ; and it is 
poffible that among thefe clients, he might de-^ 
ferve and poflefs ibme real friends. His merit 
was rewarded by the favour of the prince and 
fenate; he thriee exerciied the office of Prae^ 
torian prasfe^ of Italy ; he was twice invefted 
with the confulihip, and he obtained the rank of 
patrician. Thefe civil honours were not incom* 
patible with the enjoyment of ]eifure and trap-* 

' Sidonius ApoUinaris compofed the thirteenth epiftle of the iecon4 
booky to refute the paradox of his friend Serranus, who entertained a 
fitigtdary though geacrouS) enthufiafia for the decealed fimperorw 
This epiftky with ibme indulgence^ n»y claim die praiie of an elcigapl 
compofition ; and it throws much light on the character of M^- 
fanus.- 

' Clientuit^ pnrviaf pcdBftqiia» cireumfttfaf populofitiai is the traia 
which Sidonius himf^ (L L epiiL 9.) affigns to another fenator of 

i--i quillityj 
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CRAP, quillity ; his hours, according to the demands o^ 
^^^^^ pleafure or reafon, were accurately diftributed 
by a water-clock ; and this avarice of time may 
be allowed to prove the fenfe which Maximus 
entertained of his own liappinefi. The injury 
which he received from the Emperor Valen- 
tinian, appears to excufe the moft bloody re- 
venge. Yet a philofopher might have reflected, 
that, if the refiftance of his wife had been fin. 
cere, her chaility was ftill inviolate^ and that it 
could never be reflored if flie had confentedto 
the will of the adulterer^ A patriot would'have 
hefitated^ before he plunged himfelf and his 
country into thofe inevitslble calamities, which 
mud follow the extinftion of the royal houfe 
f^Tbeodoiius. The imprudent Maximus difre- 
garded thefe lalutary confiderations : he gra« 
tified his refentment and ambition ; he faw the 
bleeding corpfe of Valentinian at his feet ; and 
he heard himfelf fainted Emperor by the una- 
nimous voice of the fenate and people. But 
the day of his inauguration was the lait day of 
bis happineiff. He was imprifoned (fuch is 
the lively expreffion of Sidonius) in the pa* 
lace ; and after pafling a fleeplefs night, he 
fighed that he had attained the fummit of his 
wifhes, and afpired only to defcend from the 
dangerous elevation; Opprefled by the Weijght 
c^ the diadem,* he eomm«inicated hi» anxious 
thoughts to his friend and quaeilor^ Fulgen* 
tins ; and when he fooked back with unavail^ 
ing regret on the fecure pleafures of his former 
life, the Emperor exclaimed, ^< O fortunate Pa>- 

11 " mocles>. 
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^* modes % thy reign began and ended with the CHAP. 
^ iame dinner :" a well-known allu&on, which .^^^^^ 
Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an inftru^ive 
leflbn for princes and fubjeSts. 

The reign of Maximas continued about three Hb death, 
months. His hours, of which he had loft the ^'j^f' 
xrommand, were difturbed by remorfe or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was fhaken by the fedi- 
tions of the foldiers, the people, and the <ce&* 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late Em* 
peror, might tend to eftablifli the hereditary fuc- 
ceffion offals family $ but the violence which he 
offered to the Empreis Eudoxia, could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of luft or revenge. 
His own wife, the caufe of thefe tragic events, 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and 
to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper, whom ihe fufpe^led as the affaffin of her 
deceafed hufband. Thefe fufpicions were foon 
juftified by the indifcreet confeffion of Maximus 
himfelf; and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his relu6tant bride, who was ftill confcious that 
ihe defcended from a line of emperors. From 

^ Diibiidhis enfis cui fuper impii 

Cervice peiidet» non Sicula dape4 

Dulcem elaboiabuiit iaporem : 

Non avium Citfaaraeqae cantiu 

Somnum reducent. Hdkut. Carm. iii. z« 

Sidotuus concludes his letter -with the ftory of Damoclesi which 
gkmo (Tuiculian* v. aoy %%.) had fo inimitably told^ 

1-3 th? . 
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CHAP, the Eckft, however, Eudoxia could not hope t& 
^^^^ obtain any effe^ual aiBftance : her father and 
her aunt Pulcheria were dead ; her mother lan*- 
guifhed at Jerufalem iti dilgrace and exile ; atui 
the fceptre of Conftantinople was in the hands of 
a ftrptnger. Sbe di^reSted her eyes towards Carf 
tfaage ; feoretiy impiored the aid of the King of 
the Vandals ^ and perfuaded Gei;iferie to improve 
the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious^ 
defigns by the ipecious names of bon(>ur^ juftice^ 
and compaffion^ Whatever abilities Maximus 
might have (hewn it| a fubordinate ftation, he was 
&und incapable of adminifterlngan empire; and 
though he might eafily have been informed of 
the naval preparations which were made on the 
pppofite Ihores of Africa, he expes^ed with fiir 
pine indifference the approach of the enemy^ 
without adopting any meafures of defence, of 
negotiation, or of a timely retreat. When the 
Vandals di&mbarked at the mouth of the Tyber, 
the Emperor was fuddenly roufed from hia lethi- 
argy by the clamours of a trembling and exa& 
perated multitude. The only hope whigh pre- 
fented itfelf to his aftoniiOied mind was that of a 
precipitate flight, and be exhorted the ienatora 
ta imitate the example of their prince. But no 

^ Notwithftanding the evideace of Ftaoofm Evagiiusy Idatius, 
Maicellinusy &c. the kamed BifaratDri (Aflaati d^ltgUiay torn. iv. 
p. Z49O doubts the realkf cf this uivitadoD» and obferves, with 
great truth, <<-Non fi puo dir ^aanto Bm. &dk H pofpolo a fognare e 
<< i|iaociar rod h^.*' But his argumeiift» fism the interval of time 
^d place* is extremely feeble. The figs which grew near C^rtt^^gfr 
were produced to the feaate of Royne ofi th^ thir^ ^» 

fooner 
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iboner did Maximus appear in the ftreets, than c H A K 
he was afikulted by a fliower of Hones : a Roman, ^^^xxvL 
or a Burgundian foldier, claimed the honour of 
the firft wound ; bis mangled foody was ignomi* 
nioufly caft into the Tyber ; the Roman people 
rejoiced in the puntfhment which they had in- 
flicted on the author of* the public calamities ; 
and the domeftics of Eudoxia figaalized their 
iTeal in the fervice of their miftrefs^ 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic Sack of 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the ^i^^^ 
gates of the defencelefli city. Inftead of a fally dais, 
of the Roman youth, there iflUed from the gates ^ ^^^ 
an uttarmed and venerable proceffionof the bifhop 29. 
at the head of his clergy**. The fearlefs fpirit of 
Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated 
the fiercenefsof a Barbarian conqueror: the King 
of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting 
multitude, to prote6l the buildings from fire, and 
toexempt the captives from torturie ; and although 
fuch orders were neither ferioufly given, nor 
ftriaiy obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf, and in fome degree^ beneficial to his 
country. But Rome and its inhabitants were 

^ - - •» Iidido<}he tibi Bm^imdio 4u^ 
Extorqaet trepidas lAa^tidi princi^ii 'via 1 

Sidon. m Pimegyr. Ayit. 442. 
A rehnx^ble line, wMch infifluateft that Rome and BfaximM #ere 
betrayed by tiietr Burgundian tnereetiariet. 

* The apparent (bccefs of Pope Leo may be juftMed by Ph>ft)er, 
and the Hiftoria Mifcellan. ; but the Improbable nt>tion of Baroniud 
(jLD. 455. H^ 13.), that Oenferie fpianA die three apoftolical 
chttfthes) M not countenanecd even bf ihe doilbtfttl teftimony of 
the £f Arr P^lfitaiis* 

L 4 delivered 
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CHAP, delivered to the licentioufnefe of the Vandajs and 
XXXVL Moors, whofe blind pafliona revenged the injuries 
of Carthage. The pillage lafted fourteen days 
and nights ; and all tliat yet remained pf public 
or private wealth, of facred pr profane treafure, 
was diligently tranfported tp the veffels of Gen* 
feric. Among the fpoils, the fplendid relics of 
two temples, or rather of two religions, exhibited 
a memorable example of the yiciffitudQ of humaq 
and divine things. Since the abolitioo of Pa- 
ganifm, the Capitol had been violated aud aban- 
doned : yet the flatues of the gods and heroeir 
lyere flill refpe6led, and the curious roof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genferic\ Th^ holy inftruments of the Jewifh 
yrorfliip% the gold table, and the gold candle- 
fiick with feyen branches, originally framed ac* 
qordipg to tb(S particular inftru6tion« of God 
hin^felf, and which were placed in the fan£tuary 
of his temple, had been oftentatioufly difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
ivere afterwards depofited in the temple of Peace; 

7 The profufion of Catulus, the firft who gih the roof of the Ca^ 
pitoly was not univerially approved (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. iS.) ^ 
but it was far exceeded by the Emperor's^ and the external gildiog 
of the temple coft Domitian ia,ooo talents (i»4oo»oooL). The 
exprefiions of Claudius and RutiUus fiuce metalli itmula • • . /a/^ 
tigia afirisf and confimduntqut itagos delubra micantia ^ifus) mani- 
feftiy prove that this fplendid covering was not removed either by 
the Chriftians or the Goths (fee Donatus, Roma Antiqua» 1. it. c <L 
p. z»5*)i It ihould feem that the roof of the Cafutol was decorated 
with i^t ftatui^y and chariots drawn by four horfet. 

* The curious reader may confult the learned and accurate treatife 
of Hadrian Reland, de Spoiib Tenqdi .HiefX]fi>lymitani in Arcil 
TStiaao Rom« con%iciiis» in imqo. Traje^ ad Rhemmiy 1^7x6^ 

and 
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and. at the end of four hundred years, the ipoils CHAP, 
of Jeruialem were transferred from Rome to Car- .^?^\ 
thage, by a Barbarian who derived his origin 
from the fhores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient mo- 
numents might attrad: the notice of curiofity, as 
well as of avarice. But the Chriflian churches, 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperfti- 
tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mate- 
rials for iacrilege ; and the pious liberality of Pope 
Leo, who melted fix filver vafes, the gift of Con- 
ftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, is an 
evidence of the damage which he attempted to 
riepain In the forty-five years, that had elapled 
fince the Gothic invafion, the pomp and luxury 
of Rome were in fome meafure refl^ored ; and it 
was difficult either to efcape, or to fatisiy, the 
avarice of a conqueror, who poflefled leifiire to 
collect, andfiiipsto tranfport, the wealth of the 
capital. The Imperial ornaments of the palace, the 
magnificent furniture and wardrobe, the fide-, 
boards of mafly plate, were accumulated with difl 
orderly rapine: the gold and filver amounted to 
feveral thoufand talents ; yet even the brafs and 
copper were laborioufly removed. Eudoxia her* 
felf, who advanced to meet her friend and de- 
liverer, foon bewailed the imprudence of her own 
conduct. She was rudely fi;ripped of her jewels ; 
and the unfortunate Empreis, with her two 
daughters, the only furviving remains of the 
great Theodofius, was compelled, as a captive, to 
follow the haughty Vandal; who immediately 
hoifi;ed fail, and returned with a prolperous navi- 
gation 
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CHAP, gation to the port of Carthage''. Many thoBiknd 
XiiMnL^ Romans of both fexes, diofen for fome ufisM or 
agreeable qualifications, relu^ntly embarked on 
board the fleet of Genferic; and their diftre& waa 
aggravated by the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in 
tibe divifion of the booty,feparated the wives frooi 
their hufbands, and the children from their 
parents. The charity of Deogratias, Bifliop of 
Carthage'^, was their only confblation and fup* 
port* He generouily fold the gold and filver 
plate of the church to purchale the freedom of 
fome, to alleviate the flavery of others, and ta 
affift the wants and infirmities of a captive mul*^ 
titude, whofe health wa» impaired by the hard* 
fliips which they had fufiered in their pafiage from 
Italy to Africa^ By his order two fpaciow^ 
churches were converted into hofpitals: the fick 
were diftributed in convenient beds, and libe^ 
tally iupplied with food and medicines } atid the 
aged prdate repeated his vifits both in the day 
and night) with an afliduity that furpafled his 
ftrength, and a tender fympathy which enhanced 
the value of his fervices. Compare this fcene 
with the field of Cannae ; and judge between 
Hannibal and the fucceflbr of St. Cyprian "• 

The 

'• The veffel which triiiiH)ortcd the relics of the Capitd, was the 
only one of the whole Heet that fufimd ihipwreck. If a higotteii 
fophift» a Pagan bigoty had mentioned the accident, he might havt 
rejoiced that this c^o of facnlege was loft in the fba. 

'"^ See VlAor Vitenfiii de P^r&eut* Vuidal. LL c.8. p.iiyza. 
^t. Ruinart* Deogratias governed the church of Carthage oalf 
three years. If he had not been privately baried, his Corpfe would 
htve been tutt pieoemeal by the tnad devotion of the ptopk. 
' " The genend evidence for the death of Maximus, and the fack 
#f Rome by the Vandals> is comprized in Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit. 

441 
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The deaths of JEtius and Valentinian had re- r H A P. 
laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul J^^VL 
in peace and fubordination. The fea-coafl was The £m- 
infefted by the Saxons: the Alemanni and the P««^Avi-^ 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine; Ajy.4ss' 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate J% '°- 
more extenfive and permanent conquefts. The 
EmpeforMaximus relieved himfelf,bya judiciouH 
choice, from the weight of thefe diilant cares ; he 
fileaced the Solicitations of his friends, liftened to 
the v<»ce of fame, and promoted a ftranger to the 
general command of the forces in GauL Avitus '% 
the ftranger, whole merit was fo nobly rewarded, 
defcended from a wealthy and honourable family 
in the dioceie of Auvergne. The convulfions of 
the times urged him to embrace, with the fame 
ardour, the civU and military profeffions ; and the 
indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of litera-* 
ttire and jurifprudence with the exercife of arms 
and hunting. Thirty years of his life were lauda-^ 
bly fpent in the public fervice ; iie alternately dif> 
played his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of jEtius, after executing the moft 
important embaffies, was raifed to the ftation of 
Praetorian prasfed: of GauL Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was deli- 
rpus of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eftate^ 

441.^450.)^ IVoeoj^u* (de BelL Vandal. I.i. c.4,5. p. iSS^iSp. 
aad kii. c 9. p. %S5»)i Evftgrhis (1. ii. c. 7.)^ Jornandes (de Reb« 
Oetkuy C.45* p-^77*)^ *^i the Chronicles of Idadus, Plrofper^ 
Marcelliinis, and Theophanes^ under the proper year. 

" The pritate Uft a^d deration of A^kus muft be deduced* vith 
becoming fu^iciony from the panegyric prononnced by Sidoniul 
ApoUinaxJai hu fubjedl^ and his fon-in-law. 

which 
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CHAP, which he poflefled in the neighbourhood of Clerr 
xxxyi, njoqt. A copious ilream, ifluing from the moun* 
tain, and falling headlong in many a loud and 
foaming calcade, difcharged its waters into a lake 
phont two miles in length, and the villa was plea- 
santly feated on the margin of the lake. The 
baths, the porticoes, the fummer and winter 
apartments, wereadapted to thepurpofes ofluxury 
and ufe ; and the adjacent country afforded the 
various profpedfcs of woods, pailures, and mea- 
dows ". In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
leifure with books, rural Qiorts, the practice of 
huibandry, and the fociety of his friends '% he re- 
ceived the Imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him mailer-general of the cavalry and infantry of 
GauL He affumed the military command ; the 
Barbarians fufpended their fury ; and whatever 
means he might employ, whatever conceffions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of aflual tranquillity. But the fate of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths; and the Rpman 

'^ After the example of the younger Plmy» Sidonhu (1. ii. c. i.) 
has laboured the florid^ prdixy and obicure defcription of his villa» 
which bore die name (A'vitacum)^ and had been the property of 
Avitut. The precife fituation is not alcertained. Confult however 
the notes of Savaron and Sirmond. 

'^ Sidonius (Lii. epift* 9.) has defcribed the country life of the 
Gallic noblesy in a vifit which he made to his fnends, whofe eilates 
were in the neighbourhood of Nifines* The morning-hours ^were 
fytat in iktJ^bMrifieriumy or tennis court; or in the library^ which 
was fumiihed with Latin authors^ profane and religious ; the former 
for the men» the latter for the ladies. The table was twice fervedf at 
dmner and fupper^ with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wine. 
During the intermediate time^ the company flepti took the air on 
horibbackt and uied the warm bath. 

general. 
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general, lefs attentive to his dignity than to the o H A ?• 
pubUc intereft, did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe ^^^^ 
in the chara6ler of an ambaflador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous holpitality by Theodoric, 
the King of the Goths ; but while Avituslaid the ' 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation, he was aflonifhed by the intelligence, that 
the Emperor Maximus was flain, and that Rome 
had been pillaged by the Vandals* A vacant 
throne,^ which he might aicend without guilt or 
danger^ tempted his; ambition '^ j aild the Vifi- [ 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefiflible fuffrage. They loved the per- 
son of Avitus i they refpe6):ed his virtues j and AJ).455, 
they were not infenfible of the advantage, as well * '^^ 
as honour, of giving an emperor to the Weft. 
The feafon was now approaching, in which the 
annual aflembly of the leven provinces was held 
at Aries ; their deliberations might perhaps be 
influenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his 
martial brothers; but their choice would natu^ 
rally incline to the moft illuftrious of their 
countrymen. Avitus, after a decent refiftance, 
accepted the Imperial diadem from the repreien^ 
tatives of Gaul ; and his eleftion was ratified by 
the acclamations of the Barbarians and provin- 
cials. The formal confent of Marcian, Emperor 
of the Eaffi, was folicited and obtained : but the 

■* Seventy. Kiies of panegyric (505— ^'75.), which defcnbe th^ 
importunity of Theodoric and of Gaul, firuggling to overcome die 
modeft reludUnce of Avitus, are blown away by three words of an 
lioneft hiflorian. RinDxaum am^iffet Imperium (Greg. Turon. 1. ii^ 
c« xz» in torn. si. p* i68»)> 

fenate. 
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CHAP, fbnate, Rome, and Italy, though humbled by theit 
XKX^^ recent calamities, fubmitted with a fecret murmur 

to the preihmption of the Gdlic ufurper. 

charaaer Theodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for 

^ric^Kiiw ^^^ purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by 

of the vifi- the murder of his elder brother Torifmond ; and 

^^aId ^® juftified this atrocious deed by the deflgn 

4SS—466. which his predeceflbr had formed of violating his 

alliance with the empire ". Such a crime might 

not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba^ 

rian ; but the manners of Theodoric were gentle 

and humane; andpoflerity may contemplate with* 

out terror the original pi6lure of a Gothic king, 

whom Sidonius had intimately obferved, in the 

hours of peace and of focial intercourfe. In an 

epiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, the 

orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his friends, 

in the following defcription '^ : " By the majefty 

of his appearance, Theodoric would command 

the rel*peft of thofe who are ignorant of his 

merit ; and although he is bom a prince, his 

merit would dignify a private ilation. He is 

" of a middle ftature, his body appears rather 

** plump than fat, and in his well-proportioned 

'^ Ifidorey ArchbHhop of SeTillei who was himfeiif of the blood 
royal of the Goths^ acknowledges, and ahnoft jufiifies {I£fL Gotiu 
p. 718.) the crime which their flave Jonuindes had bafely diflembled 

'7 This elaborate defcription (1. i. ep. ii. p. a— 7.) was didhited by 
fdme p(^cal motive. It war defigned for the public eye^ and had 
been Ihewn by the friends of Sidonkis» before it was inlerled in tht 
coUeAkmof hiseptftles. The firft book wa» pnbyflied (epantriy. 
See Tilkmont> Mfmoiret £cdfl£ tarn, xvi p. »64» 

" limbs 
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^ litnbs agility is united with muftmlar ftrength **• chap. 

*^ If yoii examine his countenance, you will dif- xxxvi. 

^^ tinguifh a high forehead^ large fhaggy eye- 

^' brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular 

'^^ let of white teeth^ and a fair complexion ^ that 

^* blufhes more frequently fVom niodefty than 

.*• from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his 

** time, a» far as it is expofed to the public view, 

** may be concifely reprefented. Before day- 

^* break, he. repairs, with a fmall train, to his 

^* domeilicchapel»where the fei^vice is performed 

*' by the Arian clergy ; but thofe who prefume 

" to interpret his fecret fentiments confider this 

** affiduous devotion as the effect of habit and 

** policy. The reft of the morning is employed ih 

^^ the adminiftration c^his kingdom. His chair 

•• 18 furrounded byfome military officers of decent 

*^ B,fytSb and behaviour : the noify crowd of his 

** Barbarian guards occupies thehall of audience; 

** but they are not permitted to ftand within the 

•** viBils or curtains, that conceal the council- 

** chamber from vulgar eyes. Theambafladorsof 

** the nations are fuccefflvely introduced : Theo- 

*• doric liftens with attention, anfwer s them with 

*• difcreet brevity, and either announces or de- 

** lay^, according to the nature of their bufinefs, 

*^ his final refolution* About eight (the fecond 

^^ hour) he riiea fi'om his throne, and viiits, 

'* I hxfe fi^preflM». in tliit pqibmit of Thoodgric* fevenl wmixte 
drcnmllbuiceS) and tedmical phiafesy which could be tolerable^ or 
indfted iiitel]igible» to thofe only who^ like the contemponuies of Sido- 
mo»9 hiul frequented the markets where naked flaves were expofed to 
£i|e(t>aboft>Ifift. CfitiqueitQm.i. p.404-> 

" either 
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c H A P. ^^ either his treafuiy, or his ftables. If he chtifet^ 
X^Vi. u tQ hunt, or at leaft to exercife himfelf on horfe- 
*' back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth j 
^* but when the game is marked, he bends it with 
^ his own hand, and feldom mifles the object of 
^^ his aim : as a king, he difdains to bear arms 
*^ in fuch ignoble warfare ; but as a ibldier, he 
*^ would blulh to accept any military fervice 
** which he could perform himfelf. On common 
^* days, his dinner is not different from the repaft 
^' of a private citizen; but every Saturday, many 
^ honourable, guefls are invited to the royal 
^^ table, whi^h on thefe occafions, is ferved with 
** the elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, 
*^ and theorder and diligenceof Italy''. Thegold 
•' or filver plate is lefs remarkable for its weight, 
^^ than for the brightneis and curious workman- 
<^ ihip : the tafte is gratified without the help of 
*^ foreign and coftly luxury; the fize and number 
** of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftrift 
•* regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
^' lpe6tful filence that prevails,is interrupted only 
** by grave and inftrudlive converfatioa After 
" dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
^' in a (hort flumber ; and as foon as he wakes, 
<^ he calls for the dice and tables, encourages his 
" friends to forget the royal majefty, and is de- 
** lighted when they freely exprefs the paifions, 
*' which are excited by the incidents of play. At 
** this game, which he loves as the image of war, 

** Videas Sn degandam Grsecam» abundantiam Gallicanam cereri- 
tatem Italams publkam p«n]|»ini privaUnii diligentiami regiam 
diiciplSnam. 

« he 
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^ he alternately difplays his eagemefs, his ikill, chap. 

** his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he ,^^^^ 

*^ lofes, he laughs : he is modeft and filent, if 

** he wins. Yet, notwithftanding this feeming 

** indilBTerence, his courtiers choofe to folicit 

**. any favour in the moments of vi6lory ; and 

** I myfelf, in my applications to the King, 

** have derived fome benefit from my lofles*". 

** About the ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide 

^^ of bufinefs again returns, and flows incef- 

'^. fantly till after fuhfet, when the fignal of the 

** royal fupper difmilTes the weary crowd of fup- 

<^ .pliants and pleaders. At the fupper, a more 

<^ familiar repaft, bufibohs and pantomimes are 

** fometimes introduced, to divert, not to 

" oflfend, the company, by. their ridiculous yrit: 

^^ but female fingers, and the foft effeminate 

*' modes of mufic, aire feverely baniflied, and 

<^ fuch martial tunes as animate the foul ig 

^^ deeds of valour are alone grateful to the ear 

** of Theodoric. He retires from table ; and 

<« the nodlurnal guards are immediately pofl;ed 

^^ at the entrance of the treafury, the palace, 

«^ and the private apartments," 

When the King of the Vifigoths encouraged ifisexpcdi- 
Avitus toaffume the purple, he oflered his per- g^V°'® 
fon and his forces, as a faithful foldier of the A.p.'454. 



^ Tunc etiam ego aliquid obfecraturas felicitor vincor, et mihi tabAla 
pent ut caufa falvetur. Sidonius of Auvergne was not a fubje^ of 
Theodoric ; but he might be compelled to iolkit either juftice or 
farour at the court of Thouloufe. 

VOL* VI. M republic. 
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c H A ^ r^dblfe^. Tte expkwUitflteodefic ibot^eob^ 
xxm, vfeced the m^ttd that ke bid m)t d^pmeraled 
ff oiB the warlike tiiitteB of his «eiee£koF&i After 
tb^ eftaUilbmetit of the GothB in Aquitain^ aild 
th^ ^flS^e of the Yatidok iid;o A&iea^ the 
Sy«¥i, arh^ had fiii;^ their kngdom in G^Hueia, 
a^red t<^ the coti^ftof Spaii^aad threatened 
to extmgiHft the feel^le n^imras of the RooMte 
dbttHmon^ The ptdfitischk of €arthageiia md 
Tariri^ona^ afffiifted hy an boftile invefion^ re|ire* ^ 
fluted th^ ilVfiirieB and their a^prebaifieiiSB. 
Cemt ]B)pdttto^ ^^m cKfpatcbed in the n9me of the 
Ehiperer Avitttis, "^iA advanta^ous: offiefs of ^ 
p^acea^ aUiaBf^ej and TheodorkxittterpoGsd hi» 
^eightyinediMion, td deeh^e that^udtefe ImbrD^ 
thiUMi^hmy th^ Kkig of the Susvi^ immediaiely 
retired^ be ihoiddWd ob^ed to afbi m tbe ea»fo 
oi^ j^ftke add of Roni. ^ Tell hiniy'' replied 
the hitighty ReebiaiiuSf ^ that I ds^iih hi» 
^ fHendlh^audhkaraifr^ but that I Aafi &iai» 
^c' tfy^vdlidlherbftiviliiiaretoex]^ 
<^ M)d«r the w«)fe^^ThoabBi&'' Skridaaehal- 
lefig^ tu'g^ T!M«ddMple to preveot the held de*^ 
figns of his enemy c he padKsd the Pyrebetea at> 
th^heiadeftheYi%«thik: the Frinha and Qtir. 
guildiaMB f^eA vm^r Ma flaodaiRlr^ atod 
thoii^gl^ 1st proftid^d himfttf the dntil^ finrant 
of Avitus, he privately flipulated, for himfelf 



*■ fltedMk faunfelf had |Mb ft MMn mU ^r^Hmtmrf :pnaifk 
of fidBK^. toliich iictt.^isleiftdad faodi in Oattl«i4 Spiis. 
. —— i— * Romse funif te diMili.AsiiitVi> 
Principe te, MxUB8» 

Sidon. Panegyr, Ayit. 511. 

ahd 
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and his fticceflbrs, the ablblute poffeffion o# c h A B. 
the Spanlfli cotiquefts. The two armies, or ^^^^ 
ntim the two natipM, eneountered eaqh 
odier on the bmki of the river UrMeua, about 
twelve mfles from Aftdr^; and the deciflvt 
victory of the Goths appeat^ for awhile to 
bawe extirpated the name and kingdom of ih4 
SiievL From the field of battle Hieodorio ad* 
vaaced to Braga^ their metropolis, which ftill 
Mtaiiied the iplendid veftiges of its anc^ient oom- ^ 
merce and dignity^% Hts entrance was not pot* 
luted with blood; and the Goths rel^>e6ted the 
cfaaftity of their fhmale captives, morii eQ)eeial]y 
of the confecrated virgins: but the greateft part 
of the clergy and people wer^ made flares, and 
even the ohurches afid altars were confounded i^ 
the imiver&l pillage. The unfortunate King oi* 
the Soevi had efeaped to one of the ports of the 
oo^n ; but the obftinaey of the winds oppofed his 
Aigfat : he was delivered to his implacable riviJ ; 
and Rechiarius, who neither deiired nor expe6led 
mercy, received, wiUi manly cotiilancy^ the death 
which he would probably have infli^ed« After 
(^is bloody facrifice to policy or relbntment, 
Tlieodoric carried his vi^orious arms as far a^ 
Mmda, the principal town of Lufitania, without 
meeting any reManoe, except from the mkacq- 

Aufea. de Claris Uiiiibttif p. t45* 
Vroni the dsfign of the Kmg of the 'Sueviy it is evident that the iiain« 
gation from the ports of Gallicia tQ the Mediterranean was known aad 
prated. Thp ihips of firacara or Braga, c^utiooHyr fleered along 
Hbt €osft» without daring to lofe i^emi^lves iQ t)ie Atlantic. 

U 2 loUS 
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CHAP, lous powers of St.Eulalia; but he was Hopped in 

i^5^*i *^^ ^"'^ career of fuccefs, and recalled from 

Spain^ before he could provide for the fecurity 

of his conquefts« In his retreat towards the 

Pyrenees, he revenged his difappointment on 

the country through which he paffed ; and, in 

the fack of PoUentia and Ajftorga, he Ihewed 

himfelf a faithlefs ally, as well as a cruel enemy. 

Whilft the King of the Vifigoths fought and 

vanquiflied in the name of Avitus, the reign of 

Avitus had expired ; and both the honour and 

the intereft of Theodoric were deeply wounded 

by the difgrace of a friend, whom he had feated 

on the throne of the Weftern empire *^ 

Avitus IS The preffing folicitations of the fenate and 

A^D. 456. P^^P^^j perfuaded the Emperor Avitus to fix 

oa. 16. his refidence at Rome, and to accept the 

^confulihip for the enfuing yean On the firft 

day of January, his fon-inJaw, Sidonius Apol- 

linaris, celebrated his praifes in a panegyric 

of fix hundred verfes; but this compofition, 

though it was rewarded with a brafs ftatue*% 

feems to contain a very moderate proportion, 

either of genius or of truth. The poet^ if 

we may degrade that facred name, exaggerates 

* the merit of a fovereign and a father ; arid his 

.prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 

\ *' The Suevic war is the moft authentic part of the Chronicle of 

IdattuS) whoy as Biihop of Iria Flavia> was himfelf a fpedlator and a 
fuiferer. Jomandes (c. 44. p* 675, 6769 677.) has expatiated with 
.pleafure on the Gothic vi<5lory. 

'♦ In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan's library, 
among the fiatues of famous writers and orators. Sidon* ApolL Lix. 
epift. x6. p. 284* Carm, viii. p. 3^0. 

ibon 
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loon contradi6ted by the event. Avitus, at a time c H A p* 
when the Imperial dignity was reduced to a pre- *^^^' 
eminence of toil and danger, indulged himfelf in 
ihe pleafures of Itdian luxury : age had iiot ex- 
tinguiihed his amorous inclinations ; and he is 
accufed of infulting, with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous raillery, the huibands whofe wives he had 
feduced or violated*^ But the Romans were not' 
inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac- 
koQwledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
empire became every day more alienated from 
each other; and the flranger of Gaul was the ob* 
je6l of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate- 
aiTerted their legitimate claim in the election of 
an emperor ;^ and their authority, which had been 
originally derived from the old conflitution, was 
again fortified by the actual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have refifted the votes of an unarmed fenate, if 
i^eir difcontent had.not been fupported, or per- 
haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia, King of the Vifigoths, was. 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defcended, 
pnthe father's fide, from the nation of the Suevi^^: 

'^ Luxuriofe agere volens a fenatoribus projedus efi> is the concifQ^ 
expreilion of Gregory gf Toi^rs (1. ii. c. xi« in toin.u. p. i68*)> An 
old Chronicle (in torn. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jeft of Avitus» 
vhich feems more applicable to Rome than to Treves. 

^^ Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 30a, &c.) praifes the royal birth of 
Ricimer, the lawful heir, as he chufes to infinuate, both of the Qo-^ 
tjuc and Sueyic kmgdoms. 

Ml his 
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H A P. hts firide» er j^al^iatilkH might be dJcftTpcrated b}r 
.^ ^^^, them9l0]NtiiB€ftefbtscotintryB]e&; tod he obeyed 
irith irelu3ftiice an esiperoif in ^hoBs etevatioa 
he hftd mt been con&hedw Hk fidthfUI and im^ 
pbrtmt fervices agaiiift the common etieiHy ren^ 
dered hite ftill more fdraMdabk"^^ j aad, iiAer 
ieSsrofii^i im the cos^ of Corfica^ a fleet of Va»« 
dab^ which coilliftid of iixty galltes, Ridmeif 
retupiied in triuitiph with the sippellation ei the 
D^livef er of Italy. Bt chofe that raptaent to fig^ 
mfy to Avitus^ that his reign was at an ebd; and 
the fedbie Ethp^ifdr^ at a diftance from his Oothie 
alliesi was eompelled, after £i flidrt and uiMvailing 
ftruggtei to abdicate the purple. By the eld* 
m^mf^ ho<<rdVer, or the contetbpt^ of Rieimer ^% 
he was permitted td defc^nd ft6m the thtone^ t^ 
the more defirable ftatiion of Bifliop of Piaoentia i 
bilt the refentment of the fenate was ftili un&tUL 
fied) and their inflexible fevet^ity pronou^ncedth« 
ientence of his death. He fled towards thl» 
Alps^ with the humble hope^ not <lf sunning th^ 
yi%oths in bis ddixfe^ bot of lecuring his perfoti 
and treafuilss in the £in6fcu^ry of Julian^ one of 
the tutdar ikintit df Auvergne"^. Di&afi^» or tbt 

hatui 

^ ^e the Clironicle of Idatius. . Jomandes (c. xliv. p. 676.) ftyles 
him> with fome truth, virun^ egregium, et pene tunc in Italia ad ex« 
diitum fiiigiitai^mt 

^ Pkrcens innb<*fenti* AfJti, is the cbttij^dfiionatej Btit CoAtemptuoAt^ 
ItH^Ud^ df Vi<5tc^ Tiihhto^Hfis (ih Chitm. apud Sdilig^r iStilbb.> th 
another place, h^ calls hith^ Tft* tt)H\i8 fimplicibitis. 11^!^ cbmthend^* 
tli^ k ihoHi huhibte> but it b iii<^ fdlia ahtl iihbenei t^ti the pk-aifes 
offiM^ibs. 

'9 He fullered, as it is fuppofed, m the perftcutHjn df BiodfetiilA 
(Tilkmonti Mem. Ecclef. torn, v^ p. 279. 6^6.y Gregory of 

^ ' Toursi 
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iHMid cf the eiDeottiioner, ^lefted bim cm ftl^e C H AT. 
road*y yet his retMins werefteeepUy tnmfpbrted ^^^^^ '. 
to S^ivM, or ibtoude^ in hk native .proviiioe» 
and be tepofed at tbe feet of {us koLj patronr^. 
AvitiAs left only ime dMigfater, the wife ef Sido- 
i^s ApeUinaris, who inbented tlie patrimony 
of his fa(ther4nJaw$ Uunentiiig) at the &a»e time,- 
l^e cUfappointiiietit of hiB pubUq and private ^c- 
^M^IatioiiB. His refeatm^fit prompted hiip to 
joi«» or at leaft to eoiiiu;e»aii0e, the meaftpres of 
a rebeflioui faction in Gaul ; loid the poet had 
contracted feme guilty yAnch it was inmmiiieat 
on him to expiate, by a now trMnite <^ battery 
to the fliecoeding emperor''. 

The Ihcceifi^r of Avitus pre&iMs the welcome chmaer 
AWoovery of a greait and heroic charaAer, fiieh as ^^ ^* 
fometimeB arife in a degenerate i^ge, to vindieivte Majorian» 
"&€ honour of the hiiiaan i^ci^. The £niperor ^^^ ^S7* 
Majorian4iasdiefer?od the pnd&a of his oontem- 

Tovtm, hk peculiar votttfi h^ d^cated to the gloiy of Jyfyn 
tHe Martyr, an entire book (de Gloria >&rtyruih» L fi. ill Max. 
'9iMi<*. Pfttryniy «oa)«xL p9S%->^fi*), in trUch he relatttiriMK 
fl% fooUii ipiraclet j^erhmved b|r Jut relics. 

^° Gregory ofToun (l-ij. c.xi. p. x6S.) is concife, but corre^, 
lttdiei«ign#f Ills «MiioyniHi. llie nmortii of fcbiiiti, i«ca»tt4fli- 
perio, caret et vita>" £eem to imply» that the death of Avitus was 
>Mknti buit k moA have heeai^^ fifiMffi^f^gtius (k j^ 6.7,) wuld 
fygipoS^ 4Mhe4MdofltheiriiEii|:!i^ 

^' After 4 noideft ^ppml ^4he «xaij9^ M ^ ht^etVan* Vii^il 
^^iid Horace* Sidi^nhis iMMtfHy Gaaiepk» tfffi 4eJ)t» aod ^pronay^ 
payment. 

liic «|ihi ii^mb m^itr &b jMarte ^adsRti 
JiiiSAi f lacjdo Vjktor u^ «|rt|» jb^^ 
Smi^tmw^ tSfifm^A |ingi%^ poetfe, 
At^pt «^ vil^ j«us 41^ fr ^rafciiloa. 

;$i^^. Al^X^PHEMI. jv. p* '3q|. 
See t>\i\m$ iii6.,Ci«a«u% t^^na. i, |»« 4^ ^* . 

M 4 porarjeSy 
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c HAP , poraries^ and of pofterity ; and thefe praifes majr 
^^^^^^' be ftrongly exprefled in the wbrds of a judicious 
and difinterefted hiftorian: ^^ That he was gentle 
*^ tohi^fubje6i;s; that he was terrible to his ene* 
** mies ; and that he excelled in every virtue, 
^^ all his predeceffprs who had reigned over the 
" Romans ^'.** Such a teftimony may juftify at 
lead the panegyric of Sidonius; and we may 
acquiefce in the aflUrance, that, although the 
obfequious orator would have flattered, with 
equal zeal, the mod worthlefs of princes, the 
extraordinary merit of his objeA confined him, 
on this occafion, within the bounds of truth ^^ 
Majorian derived his name from his maternal 
grandfather, who, in the reign of the great Theo- 
dofius, had commanded the troops of the Ulyrian 
frontier. . He gave his daughter in marriage tp 
the father of Majorian, a refpe6i:able officer, who 
adminiftered the revenues of Gaul with Ikiil and 
iptegrity ; and generoufly preferred the friendlhip 
of j3Etius, to the tempting offers of an infidious 
court. His fon, the future emperor, who was 
educated in the profeffion of arms, difplayed, 
from his early youth,intrepid courage, prematurje 

^ The words of Procopius deferve to be tranicnbed ; sroj yatp • 

vacm; and afterwards, amp ra /ac* h^ r»? vfrnfjumi iMrpto^ ycyovtt^y 
^Qpsfo^ h ra c; nti toXs/ammvc (de Bell Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 194.); a 
concife but comprehenfive definition of royal virtue. 

^^ The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the 
year 4589 while the Emperor was fiiU conful. It has more art than 
genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or trivial ; 
the expreffion is feeble and proliz; and Sidonius wants the fldU to ex- 
hibit the principal figure in a firong and diiUnA light. The private 
life of Majorian occupies about two hundred lines, 107-— 305. 

wifdom^ 
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wifdom, and unbounded liberality in a fcanty chap. 
fortune- He followed the ftandard of ^Etiu^, mvT, 
,x;ontributed to his fuccefs, Ihared, aiid fometimes ' 
eclipfed, his glory, and at laft excited the jea- 
loiify of the patrician, or rather of his wife, who 
forced him to retire from the fervice '♦. Maja- 
rian, after the death of jEtius, was recalled, and 
protnoted ; and his intimate connexion with 
Count Ricimer was the immediate ftep by which 
he afcended the throne of the Weftern empire. 
During the vacancy that fucceededthe abdication 
of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whofe birth 
excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern- 
ed Italy, with the title of Patrician ; refigned, to 
his friend, the confpicuous ftation of mafteiv 
general of the cavalry and infantry j and, after 
an interval of fome months, confented to the 
unanimous wifli of the Romans, whofe fevoirt:^ 
Majorian had folicited by a recent vi6lory over 
the Alemanni ^^ He was invefted with the pur- 
ple at Ravenna ; and the epiftle which he ad- 
dreifed to the fenate, will beft defcribe his fitua- 
tion and his fentimentsi *' Your eledlion. Con* 
^* fcript Fathers ! and the ordinance of the mod 

^ She prelTecl his immediate death, and was fcarcely (atisfied with 
hi« difgrace. It fhould feem that ^tius, like Belifarius and Marl- 
borough, was governed by his wife ; whofe fervent piety, though ft 
might work miracles (Gregor. Turon. l.ii. c. 7. p. i6a.), was not in- 
compatible with bafe and fanguinary counfels. 

** The Alemanni had pafled the Rhsetian Alps, and were defeated 
in the Campi Canin'h or Valley of Bellinzone, through which the 
Tefin flowsx in its defcent from Mount Acjjjla, to the Lago Maggiore 
(Cluver. Italia Antiq. torn i. p. ioo» loi.); Thia boaiied vi^bory over 
nifle hundred Barbarians (Pane^yr. Majorian* J739 &c.) betrays the 
extreme weakneis of Italy. ■ , . 

** valigint 
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c H- A ?♦ ^ iraUaat ftrmy> have mftde me yout £mperdr ^. 

***^ ^ May tke proptttdug Dftity dtredt and. prdper 
^ the oounfds mad events of my admimftratioiit 
^ to your advantage, and to the public wel&re ! 
<* For my own part, I did not aQ>tre, I have fub* 
^ mitted, to reign; nor fliouhi I have difcharged 
^' the <Migations of a citteen, if I bad refilled, 
^« with ba& and feiiifli mgratitude, to fupport 
^< the wdght cf thofe labours, whidi were im* 
^ poied by thft ne|Mibli(% AflBft, therefore, the 
^^ prince whom yoa have made t partake the du* 
-^^ ties which you have enjoined ; and may our 
^ common endeavours promote dm happiise& of 
^< an empire, wfatdi I have accepted from your 
^ hands, fie affumd^ that in our times, juftke 
"^ fhali refume her ancient vigour, and that virtue 
<< Ihall become not oniy isAocent but merko- 
^ tious« Let none^ except the authors them- 
^ felves, be apprefaenfive of dd(ttixms^\ which, 
^ as a fubjeft, I have riways coBdenttied, aad, 
<^ as a prince, will feverely punifli. Qur own 
^ vigilance, and that of our father, the patrician 
^ Bicimer, fliall regulate aU military af&irs, iafid 

^ Imperatorem me fadhmiy P. C. eledUonis yeftrse arbitrio^ et 
tatMm caeroutut orduutiane a^nolcite (NovelL Mijoruuu tiJUtH. p« 34« 
•d^Qalocm C»d; Tk^oM*)^ Sidoniut prodaima the ^naxumow voice 
^ (be .wuMce^ 

-^ PoA^pUm ordbe Tsbis 

Ordo omnis regiium dederat ; ^bif curitk mmitM 

m^ iM^ige ii andent and con^tmioaal i aod^wievuqr obfervey £b#t 
^ 4itty ^<Bre not jret ccmfidcr^ as-adifiixu^iord^ of the SmXi^ 

*' E^Hfr alt iHh W fce> w agl»iil>t8,'wr«rfd<*biii% WrfJit m O m^ ; 
trtttkMtUiMKh liKmlMe«Bd«^4at]w40l)«r>^i|i^«Md^ 
therefore given the preferen^* 

" provide 
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•^ provide for Ae fafety of the Roman worl^ chap. 
** whichwehavefavedfromforeigaaaddooiefti^ . ^^ 
^* enemies^'t You now underftand the ouximi 
*^ of my government : you may confide in the 
<^ faithful love and fincere aiTurances of a prince» 
^^ who has formerly been the companion of your 
^* life and dangers; who ftill glories in the name 
*^ of fenator, and who is anxious, that you ihould 
^^ never repent of the judgment which you have 
^ pfonounced in his favour.'' Tiie Emperor, 
who^ amidft the ruins of the Roman world, re- 
vived the ancient language of law and liberty, 
which Trsgiin would not have difclaimed, muft 
have derived thofe generous lentiments from his 
own heart ; fince they were not fuggefted to hia 
imitation by the cuftoms of his age, or the ex^ 
Arhple of his predeceflbrs ^. 

. The private and public a^ons of Majorian HUiaiu- 
are very imperfeS^ly known : but his laws, re- **^^^ 
maricable for an original caft of thought and 457-l4'6x. 
expreffidn, faithfully reprefent the character of a 
ibvereign, who loved his people,who fympaUiueed 
in their diftre&, who bad ftudied the caufes of 
the decline of the empire, and who was capaUe 
of applyitig (as far as fuch reformation was 

^' Ab extcrno hofte et a domefticl dade libeiavImiM : by the U(- 
Hr, Majorian tmiSt imderlbmd the tyi*antt^ of Avifii^ ; whofe death 
lie coniequently avowed as a meritorious a£i. On this occafiony Si- 
^niiw is liwurf^l aAd Mtum he deicribeB the twel^ Cstfiors, the 
Mlieas of Afiica* ace that he woMf eicape the da^erovs aame of 
Aidtus (305 — $^y 

^ See the whole edidl or epifUe of Majorian to the feoate (Novtll. 
tit. IT. p* 54.}. Yet the exprdfioOf regnum nafirunh bears ibiae taint 
oiFthe age» and docs not mix kindly with thifi word r^ii^/iVa> which 
lie frequently repeats. 

pradlicable) 
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c H A ?• nrafticable) jadicious and effe£tual remedied 16 
^^^ '• the public diforders ♦*". His regulations concern- 
ing the finances manifeflly tended to remove, or 
at leaft to mitigate, the mod intolerable griev- 
ances. !• From the firft hour of his reign, he 
was folicitous (I tranflate his own words) to re- 
lieve the wecpry fortunes of the provincials, op- 
preffed by the-acciimulated weight of indi£tions 
and fuperindiaions-*'. With this view, he granted 
an univerfal amnefty, a final and abfolute dif^ 
charge of all arrears of tribute, of all debts, 
which under any pretence, the fifcal officers 
might demand from the people. This wife dere- 
1i6tion of obfolete, vexatious^ and unprofitable 
claims, improved and purified the fources of the 
public revenue ; and the fubjeft, who could now 
*look back without defpair, might labour with 
hope and gratitude for himfelf and for his coun- 
try. II. In the aflTeffment and colle6lion of taxes, 
Majorian reftored the ordinary jurifdi6lion of th^ 
provincial magiftrates ; and fuppreffed the extra- 
ordinary commiflions which had been introduced, 
in the name of the Emperor himfelf, or of the 
Praetorian praBfe6ls. The favourite fervants, who 
obtained fuch irregular powers, were infolent in 
their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands : 
they affefiled to defpife the fubordinate tribunals, 

^° See the laws of Majorian (they are only nine in number, but 
^ry long and various), at the end of the Theodofian Code, Novell. 
1. iv. p. 3 a — 37. Godefroy has not given any commentary on theft 
additional |neces. 

*' FdTas provincialium variS atqoe multiplici tributomro exadlione 
fortunasy et extraordinariis fifcalium fdutionijm oneribus attritas, &c. 
Novell. Majorian. tit. iv. p. 34. 

I and 
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:uad tbey were difcoatented, if their fees and pro- c h ap. 
fits did not twice exceed the fum which they ^ _;^ 
coodefcended to pay ipto the treafory. One in- 
ilance of their extortion would appear incredible, 
were it not authenticated by the legiflator himfelf. 
They exa3:ed the whole payment in gold : but 
they refufed the current coin of the empire, and 
,would accept only fuch ancient pieces as were 
itamped with the names of Fauitina or th^ 
Antonines. The fubje£t, who was unprovided 
with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to the 
expedient of compounding with their rapacious 
demands ; or if he fucceeded in the refearch, his 
impoiition was doubled, according to the weight 
and value of the money of former times **• III. 
** The municipal corporations (fays the Em- 
** peror), the leffer fenates (fo antiquity has juftly 
^^ ftyled them), deferve to be confidered as the 
«* heart of the cities, and the finews of the repub- 
<< lie. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by 
«^ the iiijuftice of magiftrates, and the venality of 
<« colle3:ors, that many of their members, re- 
« nouncing their dignity and their country, have ♦ 
" taken" refuge in diftant and obfcure exile.*' 
He urges, and even compels, their return to their 
refpeftive cities; but he removes the grievance 
which had forced them to defert the exercife 

^ The learned Greayes (vol.i..p.3»9» 330» ZZ'^*\ ^ found, by 
' a diligent enquiry, tliat aurel of the Antonines weighed one hun- 
dred and eighteen, and thofe of the fifth century only fixty-eight, , 
Engliih grains. MsQorian gives currency to all gold com, excepting 
only the Gallic /oUdus, from its deficiency, not ift thfi weight, but 
in the ftandard. 

of 
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CHAP, of tbeir mumcipal ftiBftioDS. l^ey are ilireAed^ 
.^5^ -^ ^ under the authority of the provincial magifljrateti 
to relbme their oSBce of levying the tribute ; bat^ 
inftead of being made re^^flble for the wholt 
fhm aflefled on their dMrift, they we only r e^ 
quired to produce a regular licoount of Che pay- 
mentfl which they ha^ afihially reeeiv^d^ and of 
. tlie de&ulters who are ftill indebted to the public. 
IV. But Majorian was not ignorant that tiiaft 
corporate bodies were too much inclined to rd- 
taliate the injuftice and oppreffion which they 
hadfuffered; and he therefore revives the uflsAil 
office of the de^nderi (^cities. He exhorts the 
people to eUGbj in a full and free aflembly, ibtne 
man of difcretion and integrity, who wotdd dare 
to aflert their privileges, to teprefent their griev- 
ances, to proteft the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the Emperor of tlieabufes 
that were committed under the ian^lien of hh 
name and authority, 
the edi- The fpe£lator, who cafts a mournful view over 
^^ the ruins of ancient Rome^ is tempted to acouib 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifchief which they had neither leifure, nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. 
The tempeftof war might ftrike ibme lofty turrets 
to the ground ; but the deftru^on which uq« 
dermiped the foundations of thofe mafly fabrics, 
W4S profibcuted, flowly and filendy, during a 
period of ten oentwies ; and the wotivjef^ pf w- 
tereit, tl^at afterwards operated withoirt ^larne or 
controul, were feverely checked by the t^e aiHl 
^irlt of the Emperor Majorian. The decay of 

3 tl^e 
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the dity lui4 gndually impairad the value of llii char 
public wofkd. Th€ drcus and theatns aiigfai **^^^ 
iUll excite, but tliey feldom giatificd^ the dcfiret 
of the people t the te&i]dea» which had efcaped 
the 2eal of the CSiriftians, were no loagtr infaa* 
btted eithtf l^ gods or men: the dtminiihed 
crowds of the Komana were loft in the immeafe 
ipaoe of tfe^ir baths and porticooB^ and tho 
ilately librariei and halk of juftioe became nS&^ 
lefi to an indolent gendration, whofe repofe was 
ftldom difturbed, either by ftn4]r or biifitte& 
The ttonttnMnt& c^ eoi^ar^ or, Imporial^ groabi 
n^wete no longer revered^ aa the immortal 
glory of %}m capital : they were only ^teemed 
at aA itieKhauftible mine of materials, cheaper^ 
and more^^onvenienty than the diftant quarry^ 
;^eciea§ petitions were condtniially addrefled to 
the ea^ nmgiltmtM^ RomOy which Hated the 
w&nt of ftones of bricht t^ feme necefihry fbr« 
vicet theftiii^ibritmof arehit«€fcoriw«revtididy 
d^6di^iA Ibr Ihe fake of feme paltryi or pietendedt 
TBptirii^ alid the degen«rate RoioanDy who con» 
y^gud the %oii *o their ismn emohimeiyt, dMi^ 
l^ed, with 6^rifegitHtabalkd£S tl^t hri^ttTMf thete 
ainfeeftors. Mejotims who hid often fighed over 
ibB deifolaeifeii of the eity^ aj^Iied a Asvera n»* 
m^dy to the gftfwtvig evil^« He viferred to 

the 

^^' The whole ediA~(NoYe]L Majoraa* tit. yi. p*350.^ curioiit. 

^ nptkeimf nugiui 4inmotiiiv Hioc jam ocC9^.9ij«itur^iit «tiam. 
» unnftyiifijne privatum atJKtdiire confinrnMr per gisitiam JMdi* 
^ cum • • • • prfpfumere de pubiicb loci* necd&nai «l tramif rr» 
^ non dnbitet/' Sec. With equal xealt but with kia power, Pe- 

trarcb» 



1,76 THE-DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the prince and fenate the fole cognizance of thd 
xxxvL extreme cafes which, might juftify the deftmc- 
tion of an ancient edifice ; impofed a fipe of fifty 
pounds of gold (two thoufand pounds fterling,) 
on every magiftrate who fliould prefufneto grant 
fuch illegal and fcandalous licence ; and threat- 
ened to chaftife the criminal obedience of their 
fubordinate oflBcers, by a fevere whipping, and 
the amputation of both their hand§* In the l^ft 
inflance, the legiflator might feem to forget the 
proportion of guilt and punifhment; but his z^al 
arofe from a generous principle, and Majorian 
was anxious to protect the. monuments ff thofe 
ages, in which he would have.defired^and deferved 
to live. The Emperor conceived, that it was his 
intereft to increafe the number of his fubjefts ; 
that it was his duty to guard the purity of the 
marriage-bed ; but the means which he employed 
to accomplifli thefe falutary purpofes, are of an 
ambiguous,, and perhaps exceptionable, kind. 
The. pious maids, who confecrated their virginity 
to Chrift, were reftrained from taking the veil, 
tillthey had reached their fo^ieth year. Widows 
under that age were compelled to form a fecond 
alliance withinthetermof five years, by the for- 
feiture of hajf their wealth to their neareft rela- 
tione, or to the ftate^ Unequal marriages were 
condemned or annulled. , The puniftiment of 
confifcation and exile was deemed fo inadequate 

V 

trarch, in the fourteenth cfentury, repeated the fame complaints (Vie 
de Petrarque, torn J. p. 3»6, 327.). If I profecute this Hiftory, I ihklt . 
not be unmindful of the decline' and fall of the city of Rome ; att in- 
tereiHag obje^j to which mj plan wft9 ori^naBy confined. - 

- to 
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"to the guilt of adultery, that if the criminal re- c H A P. 
turned to Italy, he might, by the exprefs decla- ^ ^-^ii 
ration of Majorian, be flain with impunity **• 

While the Emperor Majorian affiduoufly la- Majorian 
boured to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the ^^f^ytde 
Romans, he encountered the arms of Geriferic, ^vfrica, 
from his charafiler and fituation, their mbft for- ^•^•'*^7- 
midable enemy. A fleet of Vandal^ and Moors 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano: 
i)ut the Imperial troops furprifed and attacked 
the diforderly Barbarians, who were encumbered 
with the fpoils of Campania; they were chafed 
with flaughter to their fhips, and their leader, 
the king's brother-in-law, was found in the num- 
ber of the flain ^K Such vigilance might an- 
nounce the character of the new reign; but the 
llri6tefl; vigilance, and the raofli numerous forces, 
were infufiicient to protect the long-extended 
coafl; of Italy from the depredations of a naval 
war. The publijc opinion had impofed a nobler 
and more arduous taflc on the genius of Majo- 
rian. Rome expelled froin him alone the refl^i- 
tution of Africa; aad the defign which he formed, 
of attacking the Vandals in their new fettlements, 
was the refult of bold and judicious policy. 
If the intrepid Emperor could have infufed his 
own fpirit into tlie youth of Italy ; if he could 

^ The Emperor chides the lenity of Rogatian, confular of Tuf* 
canyy in a ftyle of acrimonious reproof, which founds almoft like 
perfonal refentment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 47.) The law of Majwian, 
which punifhed obilinate widows, was foon afterwards repealed by 
his fucceilbr Severus (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 3 7.)i 

*5 Sido9. Fanegyr. M»jorian. 385 — ^440. 

VOL. VI. K ^Jiave 
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€ H A !». have rfeVived in the field of Mars, the maniy 
ixxvL exercifes in which he had always furpaffed his 
^ equals; he might have marched againft Genlerie 
at the head of a Romofi aipmy. Such a reforma-^ 
' tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the rifing generation; but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes who laborioi^y fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad-', 
vantage, or to avert fome impending danger, 
they are forced to countenance, and even to mul* 
tiply, the^moft pernicious abufes. Majorian, 
like the weakeft of his predeceffors, was reduced 
to the di%raceful expedient of fubftituting Bar- 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his un warlike 
fubje6ls : and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inftrument, So apt to 
recoil on the hand that ufed it* Befides the con- 
federates, who were already engaged in the fer- 
vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and 
valour attracted the nations of the Danube, the 
Bbryflhenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the braved fubje6ls of Attila, the 
Gepidae, the Oftrogoths, the Rugians, the Bur- 
gundiansy the Suevi, the Alani, affembled in th^ 
plains of Liguria; and their formidable ftrength 
' Vr^s balanced by their mutual animofities ^\ They 
paffed the Alps in a fevere winter. The Emperor 
led the way, on foot, and in complete armour ; 

*^ The review of the araiyy and paiCige of the Alp^ contain the 
moik tolerable paflagiss of the Panegyric (470—554.). M. de Bttat 
(Hill, des PeupleS) &c. touK viii. p. 49-— 55W) is a mete fittiafa^ory 
commentator^ than either Savaron or Sirmond* 

II foundings 
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ifettnding, with his long flaff, th« depth of the chap, 
ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians, ,\^^^^' 
who coinplained of the extreme cold, by the 
cheerful aflurance, that they fliould be fatisfied 
with tike heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to fhut their gates : they foon im* 
|)lored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo- 
rian. He vanquiflied Theodoric in the field ; 
and admitted to his friendihip at^d alliance, a 
king whom he had found not uiiworthy of his 
arms. The beneficid, though precarious, re- 
union of the greateft part of Gaul gnd Spain, was 
the efledt of perfuafion, ad well as of force*' j and 
the independent Bagaqd^e, who had efcaped, or 
refifted, the oppreflion of former reigns, were 
diQ)ofed to confide in the virtue^ of Majorian, 
His camp was filled with Barbarian allie$ ; his 
thronewas fupportedby the zeal of an affe6lionat^ 
people ; but the Bmperor bad forefeen^ that it 
was inipoffible, without a maritime powef, to 
litchieve the conqueft of Africa. In the firft 
Punic war, the republic had exerted fuch incre- 
dible diligence, that, within iixty days after th« 
firft ftrcAe of the axe had been given in the foreft, 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gillies pfoudly 
rode at anchor in the fea**. Under circumftances 

"*' Ta lAif 07rXEf?> ret h X:oyo*ft IB the juft and forcible diitindlion 
pf Piifcus (Excerpt, Legat. p, 42.) in a fliort fragment, which throws 
much light on the hillory of Majorian. Jomandes has fupprefTed 
the defeat and aHiahce of the Viligoths, which wdt frfteltihlyr pro- 
claiihed in Gallicia ; and are iharked in the Chronicle of W'atiira. 

^^ Florus, 1. ii. c. 2. He amufes himfelf with the pbetlcal fattty, 
thkt fhfi trees had beett transfortned into Ihlps; and indeed the 
whole tranTacSli'on, aS it is related in the iMt bbok of I*oiyblus, 
deviates tott much tVoitt the probable courfe of hnttian eveiits. 

N 2 miich 
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CHAP, much lefs favourable, Majorian, equalled the. 

XXXVI. fpirit and perfeverance of the ancient Romans. 
The woods of the Apennine - were felled; the 
arfenals and manufactures of Ravenna and Mife- 
num were reftored ? Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the public 
fervice; and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies, with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veffels, was colle6led in 
the fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena 
in Spain*^ The intrepid countenance of Ma- 
jorian animated his troops with a confidence of 
victory; and if we might credit the hiftorian 
Procopius, his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after difguifiing the colour of 
/his hair, to vifit Carthage, in the charaCler of 
his own ambaffador: and Cxenferic was after- 
wards mortified by the difcovery, thfet'he had 
entertained and difmiffed the Empetor of the 
Romans.' Such an anecdote may be rejedled as 
an improbable fiClion ; but it is a fi6lion which 
would not have been imagined, unlefs in the 
life of a hero ^^^ 

^ Interea duplici texts dum Uttore daflem 
Inferno fuperoque xnari» cedit omnia in seqvor 

Sylva tibi, &c.- 

Sidon. Panegyr. ^Majorian. 44x^-461. 
The number of flilpsy wliich Prifcus fixes at 3oo> is magnified* by 
an indefinite comparifon with the fleets of Agamemnon> Xerxes^ 
and Auguftos. 

^^ Procopius de Bell. VandaU 1. i. c. 8. p. 194. When Genfeiic 
condu<5led his unknown gueft into the arfenal of Carthage* the 
' arms clafhed of their own accord, M^orian had tinged his yellow 
Itcki with a black colour. 

Without 
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Without the help of a perfonal interview, chap. 
Genferic was fufficiently aicquainted with the ;^XXVL^ 
genius and defigns of his adverfary. He prac- The lofs of 
tifed his cuftoniary arts of fraud and delay, but ^»«fi««t- 
he pra6tifed them without fuccefs. His applica- 
tions for peace became each hour more fub- 
mifiive, and perhaps more lincere ; but the 
inflexible Majorian had adopted the ancient 
maxim, that Rome could not be fafe, as long as^ 
Carthage exifled in a hoftile date. The King 
of the Vandals diilrufted the valour of his native 
fubje£ts, who were enervated by the luxury of 
the South*'; he fufpefted the fidelity of the. 
vanquiihed people, who abhorred him as an 
Arian tyrant; and the defperdte meafure, 
which he executed, of reducing Mauritania into 
a defert *% could not defeat the operations of 
the Roman Emperor, who was at liberty to 
land his troops on any part of the African coaft. 
But Genferic was faved from impending and 
inevitable ruin by the treachery of fome power- 
ful fubje6ls ; envious, or apprehenfive, of their 
mafter's fuccefs. Guided by their fecret inteU 
ligence, he furprifed the unguarded fleet in 



-Spoliifque potitus 



Immenfisy robur luxii jam perdidit omne» 

Quo vaiuit dum pauper erat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 350* 
He afterwards applies to Crenfisrics unjuftly as it (hould feeniy the vicea 
of his fubjedU. 

^' He burnt the villages and poiibned the fprings (Prifcusy p. 4%.)^ 
Dubos (Hift. Critique^ torn, i* p.4750 obferves, that the magazines 
which the Moors buried in the earthy might efcape his deibru<£tive 
iearch. Two or three hundred pits are fometimes dug in the fame, 
place ; and each pit contains at leaft four hundred bulhels of com. 
Shaw's Travels, p. 139. 

N 3 the 
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e H A 1^. the hay of Cartbagena: many of the Ihips were 
XXXVI, funic, or taken, or burnt; and the prepara* 
tion3 of three years were deftroyed in a Angle 
day ". After this event, the behaviour of the 
two antagonills fhewed them fuperior to tlieir 
fortune* The Vandal, inilead of being elated by 
this accidental vi6tory, immediately renewed his 
folicitations for peace. The Emperor of the 
Weft, who was capable of forming great de- 
figns, and of fupporting heavy difappointments^ 
confented to a treaty, or rather to a ibfpenfion 
of arms ; in the full afiuranc'e that, before he 
could reftore his navy, he fliould be fupplied 
with provocations to juftify a f^cond war. Ma- 
jorian returned to Italy, to profecute his labours 
for the public happinefs ; and, as he was con- 
fcious of his own integrity, he might long 
remain ignorant of the dark confpiracy which 
threatened his throne and his life. The recent 
misfortune of Carthagena fullied the ^lory 
which had dazzled the eyes of the multitude : 
almoft every defcription of civil and military 
ofiicers were exaQ)erated againft the Reformer, 
fince they all derived fome advantage from the 
abufes which he endeavoured to fupprefs ; and 
the patrician Ricimer impelled the incopftant 
pailions of the Barbarians againft a prince whom 
he efteemed and hated. The virtues of Ma-. 
jorian could not prote6l him from the impe« 
tuous fedition, which broke out in the camp 

*^ Idadus, who was fafe In Gallicia from tlie power of Ridbaery 
boldly smd honeftly declares, Vandali per proditores adnooniti, ice. he 
diiTemblesi however^ the name of the traitor. 

near 
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©ear Tortooa^ at the foot, of the Alps. He was c h A p> 

compelled t® ^^bdicate the Imperial purple : five ^XXVL 

days after his abdication, it was reported that 

he died of a dyfentery^*; and the humble His death, 

tomb, which covered his remains, was confe- Auguft 7! 

crated by the refpedl and gratitude of fuc- 

ceeding generations ^^ The private chara6ler 

of Majorian infpired love and refpedl. Malii- 

cious calumny and fatire excited his indignation, 

or, if he himfelf were the obje6l, his contempt : 

but he prote6led the freedom of wit, and, in 

the hours which the Emperor gave to the 

familiar fociety of his friends, he could indulge 

his tafte for pleaf^ntry, witl^out degrading the 

niajefty of hijj rank *% 

It was not perhaps without fome regret, that fccimer 
Ricimer facrificed his friend to the intereft of his def ^J*^' 
ambition : but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to name of 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue ^^T]^' 
and merit. At his command, the obfequious 461—46;. 

'^ Froeop. de Bell. Vandal. L i. c 8. p*l94« The teftimony of 
Idatius is fair and impartial ; ^ Majorianum de Galliis Romam re- 
" deuntemy et Romano imperio vel nomini res neceilarias ordinantem ; 
*^ Ricbimer liyore percitus) et invidorum confilio fukus> fraude i«- 
^ teriicit circumventum." Some read Suevorump and I am un- 
willing to efface either of the words* as they exprefs the different ac- 
complices who united in the confpiracy againft Majorian. ^ 

^' See the Epigrams of Ennodsus, N^ cxxxv. inter Sirmond Opera» 
torn. i. P.Z903. It is flat and obfcure; but Ennodius was made Bifhop 
of Pavia fifty years after the death of Majorian, and his praife defferves 
.credit and regard. 

*^^ Sidonius gives a tedious account (I. i. epifl. xi. p. 25 — 31O o^ a 
fupper at Aries, to which he was invited by Majorian, a fhort time 
before his death. He had no intention of praifmg a deceafed Empe- . 
ror ; but a cafual difinterefted remark, f< Subrifit Auguftus ; ut erat, 
^ au<5loritate fervata, cum fe communioni dediiTet, joci plenus," out- 
jveighs the fix hundred lines of his venal panegyric. 

,N 4 ' fenate 
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CHAP.' fenatc of Rome beftowed the Imperial title on 
^ ^^\ Libius Severus, who afcended the throne of 
the Weft without emerging from the obfcurity 
of a private condition. Hiftory has fcarcely 
deigned to notice his birth, his elevation, his 
chara6ler, or his death. Severus expired, as 
foon as his life became inconvenient to his 
-patron ^^ ; and it would be ufelefs to difcrirai- 
nate his nominal reign in the vacant interval of fix 
years^ between the death of Majorian, and the 
elevation of Anthemius. During that period, 
the government was in the hands of Ricimer 
alone ; and although the modeft Barbarian 
difclaimed the name of King, he accumulated 
treafures, formed a feparate army, negotiated 
private alliances, and ruled Italy with the fame 
independent imd defpotic authority, which 
was afterwards exercifed by Odoaceir and Theo- 
doric. But his dominions were bounded by 
the Alps ; and two Roman generals, Marcel- 
linus and iEgidius, maintained their allegiance 
to the republic, by reje6ling, with difdain, the. 
Revolt of phantom which he ftyled an emperor. Mar- 
MarceUi- ccllinus ftiU adhered to the old religion ; and 
!^ti^ "the devout Pagans, who fecretly difobeyed 
the laws of the church and ftate, applauded 
his profound flcill in the fcience of divina- 
tion. But he poffeffed the more valuable 

" Sidohius (Panegyr. Anthem. 317.) difmifles hira to heaven. 

Auxerat Auguflus naturse lege Severus 

Divorum numerutn. 

And an old lift of the emperbrsy compofed about the time of Juiliniany 
praifes his pietyy and fixes his refideace at Rome (Sirmond Not. ad 
Sidon. p. ixi> 112. 

quali- 
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qualifications of learning, virtue, and courage ^^ ; c H A P. 
the ftudy of the Latin literature had improved ^^l^ \^ 
his tafte; and his military talents had recom- 
mended him to the efteem and confidence of the 
great j3Etius, in whofe ruin he was involved. By 
a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly aflerted his liberty 
amidfl the convulfions of the W^flern empire. 
His voluntary, or reludlant, fubmiffion, to the 
authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the 
government of Sicily, and the command of an 
army, flationed in that ifland to oppofe, or to 
attack, the Vandals; but his Barbarian merce- 
naries, after the Emperor's death, were tempted 
to revolt by the artful liberality of Ricimer. 
At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, ^flumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fecured the love of his fubjefts by a mild 
and equitable reign, built a fleet, which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa^^ 
j^gidius, the mafter^general of Gaul, who and of 
; equalled, or at leaft who imitated, the heroes ^s^^^* 
of ancient Rome*% proclaimed his immortal* 

refent- 

** Tillcmont, who is always fcandalized by the virtues of Infidels, 
attributes this advantageous portrait of Marcellinus (which Suidas has 
pre&rved) to the partial zeal of fome Pagan hiftorian (Hiil. des Em- 
pereurs, torn. vi. p. 330.). 

*' Procopius de Bell. Vandal. I. L c. 6. p. 191. In various circum- 
ftances of the Life of Marcellinus^ it is not eafy to reconcile the Greek 
hiftorian with the Latin Chronicle of the times. 

^ I muft apply to JEgidius the praifes which Sidonius (Panegyr. 
Majori4n. 553-) bellows on a namelefs inailer-^eneraly who com- 

maaded 
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CHAP, refentmeut againft the affalfins of hk feelove^ 
xxxvL Bdafter. A brave and nmnerou^ army was at- 
tached to his ilandard i and, though he was pre-* 
vented by the artf; af RieiiDer, and the nvm^ of 
the Vifigoths, from marching to the gates of 
Eome^ he maintained his independent fove^ 
reignty beyond the Alp$, and rendered the natne 
af JEgidius reipe^lable both in peace and war* 
The Franks, who had puniflied with exile the 
youthful follies of Childeric, eleded the Roman 
general for their King ; his vanity, rather than 
his ambition, was grjM;ified by that fingular ho^ 
nour ; and when the nation, ^t the end of four 
years, repented of the injury which they had 
offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince, 
The authority of iEgidius ended only with his 
life; and the fufpicions of poifpn and fecret vio- 
lence, which derived fome countenance from the 
character of Rijcimer, were eagerly entertained 
by the paffionate credulity of the Oauls^'. 
Nayai war The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
v*^j Weftern empire was gradually reduced, was 

^gj 'gy^ manded the rear-guvd of Msaorian. Idatius^ from public reporti 

commends his Chrifiian piety ; and Prifcus mentions (p. 4:^.) his mi^ 
litaFy virtues. 

*' Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 14. m tom. ii. p. 168. The Pere Daniel, 
whqfe ideas were iiiperficial and medem* ha^ ftart^d fome ohjedtions 
againfi the ftory of Childeric (Hift. 4e France* tom.i. Preface Hifto- 
lique, p. IxKviiL &c.) : but they have been feirly fati^fied by Pubos 
(Hift. Critique, tom.i. p. 460—510.), and by two authors yrho dif- 
puted the pdzto£ the Academy of Soiflbn? (p* 131— 177. 3io-^339»> 
With regard to the term of Childeric's exUey it is aeceiTary either to 
prolong the life of ^gidius beyoi^d the date afiigaed by the Chronicle 
<sfldatiii8; or to correct the text of Gregoryt by readio^ fM7r/o anno, 
inHead of aS^^vo. 

afflifted, 
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^Si^edj under the reign of Ricimer^ by the CHA F* 
inceffant depredations of the Vandal pirates**, xxxvi. 
In the fpring of each year they equipped a for- 
midable navy in the port of Carthage ; and Geiir 
feric himfelf, though in a very advanced age, ftill 
commanded in perlbn the moft important expe-* 
ditions. His defigns were concealed with im- 
penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he 
hoifted fail When he was aflced by his pilot, 
what courfe he ihould fteer ; " Leave the deter^ 
'^ mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
" with pious arrogance) ; they will tranfport us 
^* to the guilty coaft, whofe inhabitants have 
" provoked the divine juftice :" but if Genferic 
himfelf deigned to iffue more prccife orders, he 
judged the moft wealthy to be the moft criminal. 
The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of 
Spain, Liguria, Tu(cany, Campania, Lucania, 
Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, 
Epirus, Greece, and Sicily : they were tempted 
to ibbdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage- 
oufly placed in the centra of the Mediterranean ; 



^ The i^vd war of Genferic is dcfcribed by P)^jliu (ExeerpUL*. 
Ration- p> 4^*)> Pk^opius (de Bell. Vandal* 1, i. c, 5. p. 789, 190. aad 
c. 22. p. 228.), Vi^lor Vitenfis (de. Perfecut. Vandal. 1. i. c. 17,, and 
Ruinaity p. 467— 48i.)» aad in tke three panegyrics of Sidonius, whoTs 
chronological order is abfurdly ti^poled ia Xh» editioi^s both oi Savv 
ron and Sirmond. (Avit. Carnal vU. 441-^-451. Majorian^ Carm- v. 
3*7 — 35^' 3^5 — 440. Anthem. Carm. ii. 34S — 386.). In one 
paflage the poet feems infpired lyy his it|bj^> apil pzpitfles a ftx^% 
idea> by a lively image: 

Hinc Vandalns faoitis 

Urget ; et in nQflrum nui^^rofa dail^ quotaonb 

Militat excidium ; converibque ordine Fati 

Torrida Caucafeos infert mihi Byrfa flirores. 

and 
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CHAP, and their arms fpread defolation, or terror, from 
xxxyi.^ jj^g columns of Hercules to the mouth of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoil 
than of glory, they feldom attacked any fortified 
cities, or engaged any regular troops in the open 
field. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time, to threaten and 
to attack the nioft diftant obje6ls, which at- 
trafted their defires; and as they always em- 
barked a fufficient number of horfes, they had no 
fooner landed, than they fwept the difmayed 
country with a body of light cavaliy. Yet, not- 
withftanding the example of their King, the 
native Vandals and Alani infenlibly declined this 
toilfome and perilous warfare ; the" hardy gene- 
ration of the firft conquerors was almoft extin- 
guiftied, and their fons, who Were born in 
Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths and gardens 
which had been acquired by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place was readily fupplied by a 
various multitude of Moors and Romans, of 
captives and outlaws; and thofe deQ)erate 
wretches; who had already violated the laws of. 
their country, were the moft eager to promote 
the atrocious a6ls which dilgrace the viftories 
of Genferic. In the treatment of his unhappy 
prifonei's, he fometimes confulted his avarice, 
and fometimes indulged his cruelty; and the 
maflacre of five hundred noble citizens of. Zant 
or Zacynthus, whofe mangled bodies he caft into 
the Ionian fea, was imputed, by the public in- 
dignation, to his lateft pofterity. 

Such 
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Such crimes could not be excufed by any pro- chap. 
Yofcations ; but the war, which the King of the ^^XXVL 
Vandals profecqted againft the Roman empire, Negocia- 
was juftified by afpeciousand reafonable motive, tionswith 
The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he empire/™ 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the A.D. 463, 
fole heirefi of the Theodofian houfe ; her elder 
daughter, Eudocia, became the reludtant wifje of 
Hunneric, his teldeft fon ; and the ftern father, 
afferting a legal claim, which could not eafily be 
refuted or latisfied, demanded a juft proportion 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
lead a valuable, compenfation, was offered by 
the Eaftern emperor, to purchale a neceflary 
peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla- 
cidia, were honourably reftored, and the fury of 
the Vandals was confined to the limits of the 
Weftern empire. The Italians, deftitute of a 
naval force, which alone was capable of prote6l- 
ing their coafts, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the Eaft j who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy 
of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two 
empires had alienated their intereft and their 
inclinations ; the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged ; and the Weftern Romans, inftead of 
arms and Ihips, could only obtain the affiftance 
of a cold and ineffefl:ual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer, who had long ftruggled with the diffi- 
culties of his fituation, was at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the 
humble language of a fubjefit ; and Italy fub- 

mitted. 



igo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, mitted, as the price and feCutity of the alliance, 
,^^^^^^ to accept a mafter from the choice of the Emperor 
of the Eaft*^ It is not the purpofe of the pre* 
fent chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to 
continue the diftin6l feries of the Byzantine hit 
tory ; but a concife view of the reign and cha- 
ra^er of the Empefor Leo, may explain the lad 
efforts that were attteitipted to fave the falling 
empire of the Weft*'*. 
Leo, Em- Since the death of the younger Theodofitis, the 
peror of domcftic repofc of Conftantinopie had never been 
' a.d/ interrupted by war or fa^on. Pulcheria had 
45X— 474. beftowed hei" hand, and the fceptre of the Eaft, 
on the modeft virtue of Mercian : he gratefully 
reverenced her auguil r$Lnk and virgin. chaftity ; 
and, after her death, he gave his people the ex- 
ample of the religious worfliip, that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial laint*^ Attentive 

^^ The poet hSmfetf k c^m^ed to acknowledge the diibrds ef 
Ricimer: 

Brseterea mvi<ftu8 Ridmer, quem publica fata 
Refpiciunty ^rq^rio firfus vix Marte repeltit 
Piratam per rqra vagum— 
Italy addreiles her complaint to the Tyber, and Romcy at the foil* 
citation of the river god> trani^rtff herfdf to GotiAantiaoplei re- 
nounces her andeikt c)aiins» and imi^ores the friendflup of Aurora* 
the goddefe of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery, which the ge- 
nius of ClaudiaA hkd uled iind abufedy is the conftant and m^raMe 
refource of the mufe of Sidoniusw 

^* The original authors of the reigns of Marcian^ Leoy and Zeno* 
ate reduced to fome imperfe^ fragihentsy whbfe deficiencies mnft be 
lbppli«i from the mai« recent compilations of 1rheophanes> Zonarus 
and Cedrenus. 

** St. Pulcheria died A.D. 453, four years before her nominal 
hufband; and her feftival b celebrated on 'the xoth of September 
by the modem Greeks : ihe bequeathed an inmienfe patrimony to 
piousy or at leafi to ecdefiafticaiy ufes. See Ti|]§mont> Memoiiies 
£cc!ef. totn. xy. p. x8x — x84» 

to 
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to the profperity of his owti dominions, Marciari CHAP, 
feemed to behold^ with indifference^ the misfor'. 
tunes of Rome; and the obftinate refufal of a 
brave atd active prince to draw his fword againft 
the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret promife, 
which had formerly been exafted from him when 
he was a captive in the poWer of Genferic ". 
The death of Marcian, srfler a reign of feven 
years, would have expofed the Eaft to the dan- 
ger of a popular election ; if the fuperior 
weight of a iingle &mily had not been al>le to 
incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
whofe intereft they fupported. The patrician 
Alpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head, if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed^^ During three generations, the armies 
of the £aft were fucceffively commanded by his 
father, by himfelf, and by bis ion Ardaburius : 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed the palace and the capital ; and 
the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafureii^ 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful* 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune and the principal 
fteward of his houfehold. Hfe nomination was 
unanimoufly ratified by the fenate ; and the fer- 
vaiit of Afpar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch or bilhop, who was 
pertnitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony, 

^ See IVocopiin de BislL Vandal, l.i; c. 4. p. 1^5 • 

^ TMa this dKlabi% of AQno* to aicend the thmn^ It YKAf ht 

infen^ that the fHub ef ifertfj was perpetual and iiidelibi^ ^liil^ 

that of Barbarifm diiappeared in the filcoRd geai^tion* 

the 



192 • THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. the fuffirage of the Deity *^ This Emperor, the 
^^^^^- firft of the name of Leo, has been diftinguilhed 
by the title of the Great; from a fucceffion of 
princes, who gradually fixed in the opinion of 
the Greeks a very humble ftandard of heroic, or 
at lead of royal, perfedlion. Yet the temperate 
iirmnefs with which Leo refilled the oppreflion of 
his benefa6lor, (hewed that he was confcious of 
his duty and of his perogative, Afpar was afto- 
niflied to find that his influence could no longer 
appoint a praefedl of Conftantinople : he pre- 
fumed to repi'oach his foverefgn with a breach of 
promife, and infolently Ihaking his purple, " It 
" is not proper (faid he), that the man who is 
" invefted with this garment, (liould he guilty 
" of lying/* " Nor is it proper (replied Leo), 
" that a prince ftiould be compelled to refign 
♦* his own judgment, and the public ihtereft, to 
" the will of a fubjedl*'/* After this extraor- 
dinary fcene, it was impoffible that the reconci- 
liation of the Emperor and the patrician could be 
fincere ; or, at lead, that it could be folid and 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians '"^ was fecretly 
levied, and introduced into Conilantinople ; and 

** Theophanes, p. 95, This appears to be the firft origin of a 
ceremony, which all the Chriftian princes of the world have fince 
iidopted; and from which the clergy have deduced the moft for- 
midable confequences. 

^' Cedrenus (p. 345 ^ 346.), who was converfant with the writers 
of better day8> has preferved the remarkable ^ words of Afpais 
Bacfikiv Toy uxnm lem cO^a^^la, KTEft/SeCxti/xfiyoy & XV^ lioe^iv^so^m. 

"^ The power of the I&urians agitated the Eaftem empire in the 
two fucceediAg reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius ; but it ended in the 
defirudlion of thofe Barbarians who maintained their fienre indepen* 
<knce about t^o hundred and thirty years* 

16. while 
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while Leo undermined the authority, and pre- chap. 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his ^ ^_, \ 
mild and cautious behaviour reftrained them 
from any rafli and defperate attempts, which 
might have been fatal to themfelves, or their • 
enemies, the meafures of peace and war were 
aflPe6led by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degrade^ the majefty of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and interefl 
engaged him to favour the caufe of Genferic. 
When Leo had delivered himfelf from that 
ignominious fervitude, he liftened to the com- 
plaints of the Italians ; refolved to extirpate the 
tyranny of the Vandals ; and declared his 
alliance Avith his colleague, Anthemius, whom 
he foleranly invefted with the diadem and pur- 
ple of the Weft. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been Anthe- 
magnified, fince the Imperial defcent, which he ^^* ^"^' 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, the Weft, 
has been fwelled into a line of emperors '^\ But A^* ^ 
the merit of his immediate parents, their ho- 
nours, and their riches, rendered Anthemius 
one of the moft illuftrious fubje6ls of the JEaft/ 
His father Procopius obtained, after his Per- 
Qm embafly, the rank of general and patri-. 
cian ; and the name of Anthemius was derived 
from his maternal grandfather, the celebrated 



• Tali tu clvis ab urbe 



Procopio genitore micas ; ut prifca propago 

Augt^is veiiit a froavis. 
The poet (Sidon. Panegyr. Anthem. 67 — 306.) then proceeds to relate 
the private life and fortunes of the future Emperori with which he 
jnuii( have been very imperfe(5lly acquainted. 

VOL. VI. o ' pr^fea, 
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CHAP. pr«fe<3:, who prote6led, witli fo much ability 
xxxvj^ j^^^ fuccefs, the infant reign of Theodofius. 
The grandfon of the praefe6l was raifed above 
the condition of a private fubje6l, by his mar- 
riage with Euphemia, the daughter of tjie Em- 
peror Marcian, This Ijplendid alliance, which 
might fuperfede the neceffity of merit, hp^ftened 
the proniotion of Anthemius, to the fucceffive 
dignities of count, of mafter-general, of con- 
ful, and of patrician j and his merit or fortune 
claimed the Honours of a vj6lory, which wa$ 
obtained on the banks of the Danube, over the 
Huns. Without indulging an extravagant am- 
bition, the fon-in-law of Marcian might hope to 
be his fucceflor ; but Anthemius fupported the 
difappointment with courage and patience j and 
his fublequent elevation was univerfajly ap- 
proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy 
to reign, till he afcended the throne^*. The 
Emperor of the Weft marched from Cpnftanti- ■ 
nople, attended by feveral counts of high dif- 
tin6tion, and a body of guards, almoft equal to 
the ftrength and numbers of a regular arnay : 
A. p. 467, he entered Rome in triumph, and. the choice of 
^^ ^*' Leo was confirmed by the lenate, the people, 
and the Barbarian confederates of Italy ^^ The 
{blcmn inauguration of Anthemius was foUpwed 



"' Sidonius difcovcrs, with tolerable ingenuity, that this difappoint- 
ment added new luftre to tlie virtues of Anthemius (aio, &c.), wh© 
declined one fceptrc, and reludlantly accepted another (a»> &c.). 

7^ The poet again^lehrate»^ the unanimity of all orders of the flate 
(is — 2^) * and ^JMfChronicIcf of Idatius mentiojis the forces which 
attended hii march. 
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hy the nuptials of his daughter and the patri^ CHAP. 
<iaa Rictmer; a fortunate event, which was ^^^^ 
confidered as die firmed fecurity of the union 
-and bappinefs of <lie ftate. The wealth of 
two empires *.was oftentatioufly dilplayed ; and 
many fenators completed their ruin, by an ex- 
penfive effi>rt to difguife their poverty. All 
&rious bufinei^ was fuipended during this fe& 
tival; the courts of juftice were ftutj the 
ilreets of Rome, the theatre?, the places of 
public and private rel<K*t, rebounded with hyme- 
nasal fongs and dances ; and the royal bride, 
-clothed in illken rd>es, with a crown on her 
head, was conducted to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military dre& for the 
ii9(bit <^' a conful and a fenaton On this me- 
morable occ^on, Sidonius, whofe early atnbi- 
tion had been fo fatally blafted, appeared b)a the 
orator of Auvergne, among the provincial de- 
puties who addreifed the throne with congratu-^ 
lations ot complaints ^\ The calends of January a. d. 468. 
were now approaching^ and the vetial poet, who •^««wf7 «• 
had loved Avitus and efteemed Migorian, waii 
perfuaded by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic 
verfe, the merit, the felicity, the fecond conful- 
fliip, and the future triumphs of the Emperor 
Antheinius. Sidonius pronounced, with aflur- 
ance and fuccefs^ a panegyric which is ftill 
extant; and whatever might be the imperfeo^- 
tions, either of the fubje^ or of the compofitioiti^ 

7^ Interreni autem nupfiis Patridi MclmeHsy (ful filia pereiinU Aii- 
gtlfti in fpem publicse fecuiitatis cotmtabatur. The jotiiHey of Sido- 
nius fn>in LyonS) and the feftivd of Rome> ate d^&ribtid iVtdIi fbmft 

O 2 thjp 
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CHAP, the welcome flatterer was immediately rewarded 
^^^ !^ with the praBfedture of Rome j a dignity which 
placed him among the illuftrious perfonages 
of the empire, till he wifely preferred the 
more reipe£lable character of a biihop and a 
faint". 
The fcfti. The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
lu^ca-^ and catholic faith of the Emperor whom they 
lia. gave to the Weft ; nor do they forget to ob- 

ferve, that when he left Conttantinople, he 
converted his palace into the pious foundation 
of a public bath, a church, and an hofpital 
for; old men 7*. Yet fome fulpicious appear- 
ances are found to fully the theological fame 
of Anthemius. From the converfation of 
Fhilotheus, a Macedonian fedlary, he had im- 
bibed the fpirit of religious toleration j and the 
Heretics of Rome would have aflembled with 
ijmpunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which Pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un- 
* popular indulgence "^ Even the Pagans, afeeble 
and obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes 

from 

7' Sidonius (1. i. epift. 9. p. 239 24.) very fairly fiates his motiye* 
H18 labour, and his reward. ** Hie ipfe f^anegyricus» fi non judicluniy 
<f certe eventum, boni operis, accepit." He was made.Bifhop of Cler- 
-iaont> A. D. 471. Tillemonty Mem.£cclef. torn. xvi. p. 750* 
' ^ The palace of Anthemius ftood on the banks of the Ptopontis. 
In the ninth centuryy Alexius, the fon-in-Uw of the Emperor Theo- 
philus) obtained permiifion to purchafe ,the ground ; and ended his 
days in a monaftery which he founded on that delightful fpot. Du- 
cang09 Conftantinopolis Chrifiiana» p* IX7> 15 2* 

^ Papa Hilarus . . . apud beatum Petrum Apoilolun|» palam ne 
i4 fieret c)m yoce confirioidti in ta^tUQi ut i^oa ea facienda cum 

mter- 
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irom the indifference, or partiality, of Anthe- Chap. 
mius ; and his fingular friendftiip for the phi- ^xxvi.^ 
lofopher Severus, whom he promoted to the 
confulfhip, was afcribed to a fecret projedl of 
revivingthe ancient worlhip of the gods^'. Thefe 
idols were crumbled into duft : and the mytho- 
logy which had oncq been the creed of nations, 
was fo univerfally difbelieved, that it might be 
employed without fcandal, or at leaft without 
fufpicion, by Chriftian poets ". Yet the veftiges 
of fuperftition were not abfolutely obliterated, 
and the feftival ef the Lupercalia, whofe origin 
had preceded the foundation of Rome, was ftill 
celebrated under the reign of Anthemius. The 
lavage and fimple rites were expreffive of an 
early ftate of fdciety before the invention of arts 
and agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided 
over the toils and pleafures of the paftoral life. 
Fan, Faunus, and their train of fatyrs, were fuch 
as the fancy of fliepherds might create, ^ortive, 
petulant, and lafcivious; whofe power was 11- 
mitted, and whofe malice was inoftenfive. A 

interpofitiose juramenti idem promitteret Imperator. Gelafius 
Epiflol. ad Andronicumy apud Baron. A. D* 467* N' 3. The car- 
dinal obfervesy with fome complacency» that it was much eafier to 
plant herefies at Conilantinople than at Rome. 

^ Damafciusy in the life of the philofopher Ifidorey apud Photiumy 
p. 1049* Damafciusy who lived under Juftiniana compofed another 
worky coniiiiing- of 570 prKtematural ilories of foulsy daemons^ appa- 
ritionsy the dotage of Platonic Paganifm. 

' ^ In the poetical works of Sidoniusy which he afterwards con- 
demned (1. ix. epiflU x6. p. 285.) the fabulous deities are the principal 
actors. If Jerom was fcourged by the angels for only reading Virgil; 
the BKhop of Clermont» for fuch a vile imita^on> deferved an addi- 
tional whipping from the Mufes. 

o 3 goat 
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CHAP. goQ(t was the oBkrmg the beft adapted ta their 
^XXXVL character and attributes ; the fleffi of the vifitii» 
was roafted on willow fpits -^ and the riotous 
youths^ who crowded to the feafl, ran naked 
about the fields, with leather thongs: in ihdr 
hand^9 communicating^, as it was fuppofed, the 
)>leffiug of fecundity to the women whom 
they touched ^^ The altar of Pan was eredtedy 
perhapjs by Evandisr the Arcadian^ in a dark re« 
c^ in the fide of the Palatine-hill, watered by 
^perpetual iountalny and ibaded by an banging 
grove. A tradition, that, inHhe fame place^ 
Romulus and Remus were fudded by the wolf^ 
rendered it flill more facred and venerable in the 
eyes of the Romans ; and this fylvan fpot Wa^ 
gradually furrounded by the ilately edifices of the 
Forum^*. After the converfion .of the Imperial 
city, the Chriflians: flill continued, in the month 
of February, the annual celebration of the Lu# 
percalia ; to which they afcribed a. feeret. and 
layflerious influence on the genialpawers of the 
^^nimal and vegetable world. The Bjihops of 
llome were felicitous to aboliih a profane cuf- 
tom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 
but U^eir zeal was not fupported by the authority 
of the civil magifttate : the inveterate abufe fub- 

^ Ovid (Fail. L iu 267— ^45 a.) has giveii an amufing ddcriptioii ot 
the* follies of antiquity^ which ilill infpired fo much refpedli that a. 
grave magiftrate* running naked through the ftreetsy was not an 
oh)e6i of aflonifhment or laughter. 

^' See Dionyf. Hallcam* L i. p. 45* 65. edit. Hudfbn. The Ro- 
man Antiquaries, Donatus (l.ii. c.i8. p. 1739 I74*)» andNardinl 
(p. 3869 387.}» have laboured to afcertain the true fituation of the 
Lupercal. 

fifted 
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ffiied till the end of the fifth century, and Pope c H A P. 
Gelafiiis, wlio purified the capital from the laft P^xvi.^ 
ftain of idolatry, aippeafed, by a formal apology, 
the murmurs of the fenate and people**, 

In all his' jiublic declaVations, the Emperor Prcparaw 
Leo afliimes the authority, ^'nd profefTes the af- ^®"* 
fe6tion, of a father, for hi^ fon Anthemius, with Vandaisof 
whom he had divided the ad'miniftration of the -^"^a, 
iiniverfe ®^ The fituation, and perhaps the cha- 
ra6^er, of Leo, difTuaded him from expofing his 
perfon to the toils and dangers of an African- 
war. But the powers of the Eaflerh empire 
^eres llrenuoully exerted to deliver Italy and 
the Mediterranean from the Vandals ; and Geri- 
feric, who had fo long opprefTed both the land 
and fea; was threatened froni every fide with si 
formidable invafio». The campaign was opened 
by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of the praefe6t 
Heraclius'\ The troops of Egypt, Thebais,/ 

J' BaironiiM publiihedy from tbe MSS. of the Vatican*, tills epiftle of 
Pope Gelaiius (A.D. 496. N'a8-— 45-) which is entitled Adverfus, 
Andromachum Senatoremy caetero/que Romanos^ qui X^upqrcalia fe« 
candom morem pziftinum colenda conftituebant. Gelaiius always 
fuppoies that his adverfaries are.pominal Chriftlansi and that hen^y 
not yield to them in abfurd prejudice> he imputes to this harmlefs 
feftivaly all the calamiites 6i the age. 

^^ Itaque nos quibus totius mundi regimen commifit fuperna pvor 
yiRo . « • . Piu» et triumphator femper Auguftus filius nofler An- 
themius* Iket Divina Majeitas et nofira. creatio pietati ejus plenam- 
Imperii conmiifbit poteftatem, &c. • • . • Such is the , dignified %le 
of Leo, whom Anthemius refpedtfully names, Dominus et Pater roeus* 
Princeps iacratiffimus l!eo. See Novell. Anthem. tit.ii. iii. p. 38. ad 
calcem. Cod. Theod. 

•* The expedition of Heraclius is clouded with difficulties (Tille- 
monty Hilt'des Empereurs, tom.Yi. p. 640.)9 and it requires fome . 
dexterity to nfe the circumftances afforded by Theophanes, without 
injury to the more refped^able evidence of Procoplus. 

o 4 and 
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CHAP, and Libya, were embarked under his command $ 
XXXVI. ^j^^ |.|jg Arabs, with a train of horfes and 
camels, opened the roads of the defert, Hera- 
clius landed on the coaft of Tripoli, furprifed 
and fubdued the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed*^, to join the Imperial army 
under the walls of Cartilage. The intelligence 
of this lofs extorted from Genferic fome infi- 
dious and ineflFeftual propofitions of peace: but 
he was ftill moreferioufly alarmed by the recon- 
ciliation of Marcellinus with the two empires. 
The independent patrician had been perfuaded 
to acknowledge the legitimate title of Anthe- 
mius, whom he accompanied in his jouiiiey to 
Rome ; the Dalmatian fleet was received into 
tlie harbours of Italy; the a6live valour of Mar- 
cellinus expelled the Vandals from the ifland of 
Sardinia ; and the languid efforts of the |Weft 
added fome weight to the immenfe preparations 
of the Eaftem Romans. The expence of the 
naval armament, which Leo fent againfl the 
Vandals, has been diflin6tly afcertained ; and - 
the curious and inftruftive account difplays the 
wealth of the declining empire. The royal de- 
mefnes, or private patrimony of the prince, fup- 
plied feventeen thoufand pounds of gold ; forty- 

^ The march of Cato from Berenkey in the proTince of Gyrene* 
was much longer than that o£ Heradius from Tripoli. He pai&d the 
deep landy defert in thirty days, and it was found neceflary to pro- 
A-ide, befides the ordinary fuppties* a great number of flans filled with 
water, and feveial P/jiiiy who were fuppofed to poflefs the art of 
fucking tlic wounds which had been made- by the lerpents of their 
nati\-e country'. See Plutarch in Caton. Uticens, tom.iy. p* 275. 
f^trabon. Geograph. l.xvii. p. 1193- 
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feven thoufand pounds of gold, an^ feyen hifii-'^ c H A jp.> 
dred thoufand of filver, were levied and paid into xxxvi. 
the treafury by the Praetorian praefefits. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty j and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a 
valuable objedt of the revenue, does not fugged 
the idea of ajuft, or merciful, adminiftration. 
The whole expence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
thefumofonehundredandthirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand ' 
pounds llerling, at atime when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the priefent 
age"**^. The fleet that failed from Conftantinople 
to Carthage, confifted of eleven hundred and 
thirteen ihips, and the number of foldiers atid 
mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men* 
Bafilifcus, the brother of the Emprefs Vorina, was 
entruiled with this important command. His 
filler, the wifeof Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againft the Scythians. But 
the difcovery of his guilt or incapacity, was re- 
ferved for the African war ; and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by affertihg, 
that he had conlpired with Afpar to fpare Gen- 

^ The principal fam is clearly exprfefled by IVocopius (de Befl. 
Vandal. Ui. c. 6. p. X91.); the fmaller conftituent parts, which 
Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 396*) has laborioufly 
colle<5led from the Byzantine writers, are lefs certain, and lefs im- 
portant. The hiflorian Malchus laments the public mifery (Ex- 
cerpt, ex Suida in Corp. Hift. Byzant. p. 58.); but he is furely 
uhjuft, M^hen he charges Leo with hoarding the treafurej which he 
extorted from the people. 

feric. 
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c'jfeA P. feriiS, atid to betray the laft' hope of the Weffem 

XXXVI. empire. 

F^iiure^of Experience has fliewn, that thefuccefs of* atl 

theexpe- invader moffi commonly depends on. the vigonr 
atid celerity of his operations. The ftrehgth and 
Ihafpnefsof thd fitft impreffion are blunted by de- 
lay ; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly 
languifli in a; diftant climate; the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort' which perhaps can 
never be repeated, isfilentlyconfiimed; and every 
hour that is wafted in negociatiori, accirftbms the 
enemy to contemplate and examine thofe hoflile 
terrors, which, on theirfirft appeaTance,he deemed 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus to the coaft- of Africa. He landed 
his' troops at Cap6 BOAa, or the promontary of 
Mercury, about forty niiles from Carthage^'. 
The army of HeraclitiS; and the fleet of Marcel- 
linu6, either joined or fefconded the Imperial lieu- 
tenant; and the Vandals j* who bji'pofed his pro- 
grefe by fea or land, wiere fucceffively van- 
qtiiihed^'. If Bifilifcus had feized the moment 
of conftemation, and- boldly advanced to the 
capital, Carthage niuft have furrendered, and the 

^ This promontory is forty miles from Carthage (Ph)cop. l.i. 
^•6. p.Z9^.) and twfeilty leagues from Sicily (Skaw's Travels, 
p. 89.). Scipio landed farther in the bayy at th6 fair promontory ; 
fee the animated deicription of Livy) xxix. 269 27. 

^ Theophanes (p. xoo.) affirms that many ihips of the Vaiukls 
were funk. The afiertion of Jornandes (de fucceflione Regu.)* 
that Balilifcus attacked Carthage^ mult be underftood in a v6ry 
qtlalified ienfe. 
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kingdom of the Vandistls wa& eittinguifiied. G^il- C a A F 
(eric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded .^^^^ 
it with IttS veteran dexterity. He protefted, in 
tlie moft i*efpe6lful language, tliat be was ready to 
fttbmit hifr perfon, and his doibimot^s, to the will 
of the Emperor ; but he re<}Uefted a ttuce of five 
clays to r^ulate the terms of his {UbmiffloU; and 
it was uttiverfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefe of this public nego* 
ciation. Infl^ad of obftinately refiifitog whatever 
indulgence his eneiny fo earneftly folicited, the 
guilty^ or the credulous, Bafilifctis confented to 
thefat^l truce; andhisimpradentfecurityfeemed 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himlelf ad 
the conqueror of Africa. During^this fhort inter- 
val^ the ivindlbecarae favoUi»able to the defigiis of 
Genferic. He manned his largeft fliips of war 
with the braveft of the Moors arid Vandals ; and 
they towed after them many large batks, filled 
with combuftible materials. In the obfburity of 
the wght, thefe deftru6tive veflfels were impelled 
agairifl thd unguarded and unfufpe6ling fleet of 
the Romans, who were awakened by the feiifeof 
their inftant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order afiifted the progrefs of the fire, which was 
communicated with rapidand irrefifl^ibleviolencej 
and the noife of the wind ^ the crackling of the 
flames, the diflbnant cries of the foldiers and ma-^ 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror of the noftumal tumult. ' 
Whilfli they laboured to extricate themfeltes from 
the fire-fliips, and to fave at leaft a part of the 

navy,. 
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CHAP, navy, the galHes of Genferic aflaulted them with 
XXXVI. temperate, and difciplined valour ; and many of' 
the Romans, who efcaped thefury of the flames, 
were deftroyedor taken by the vi6torious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrpus night, the 
heroic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one 
of the principal officers of Bafilifcus^ has refcued 
liis name from oblivion. When the (hip, wliich 
he had bravely defended, was almoil confumed, 
he threw himfelf in his armour into the fea, dif. 
dainfuUy rejected the efteem and pity of Genfo, 
the fon of Genferic, who preffed him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves ; 
exclaiming, with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious 
dogs. A6luated by a far different fpirit, Bafilifcus, 
>vhofe ftation was the mod remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, returned to Conftantinople with the lofs of 
more than half of his fleet «and army, and iheltered 
his guilty head in the fandluary of St. Sophia, till 
his filler, by her te^rs and intreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant Emperor. Hera- 
clius effefted his retreat through the defer t; Mar- 
cellii^us retired to Sicily, where he was\aflaffinated, 
perhaps at the infl;igation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains ; and the King of the Vandals 
expreffed his furprifeandfatisfadlion, thatthe Ro- 
mans themfelves fliould remove from the world 
his moll formidable antagonifts^^ After the 

** Damafcius In Vit. Ifidor. apjid Phot. p. 1048. It will appear, 
by comparing the three Ihort chronicles of the times^ that Marcelliniis 
had fo^ght near Carthage, and was killed in Sicily. 

failure 
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failure of this great expedition," Genferic again chap. 
became the tyrant of the fea; the coaits of Italy, xxxvi. 
Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his re- 
venge and avarice ; Tripoli arid Sardinia returned 
to his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces ; and, before he died, in the ful- A.D. 477. 
nefs of years and of glory, he beheld the final 
extin6tion of the empire of the Weft*°. 

During his long and a6live reign, the African Conqueiit 
monarch hdd ftudibufly cultivated the friendlhip ?^ ^^ Y*" 
of the Barbarians 01 Europe, whofe arms he might Spain and 
employ in a feafonable and effe£tual diverfion ^^f* 
againft the two empires. After the death of At- 462— 47%. 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who 
fucceffivelyreigned over that warlike nation, were 
eafily perfuaded, by the fenfe of intereft, to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic had infli6led on 
their fifter''. The death of the Emperor Majo- 
'riaii delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour ; he violated 
his recenttreaty with the Romans; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 

»' For the African war, fee Ph)copius (de Belt. Vandal. Li. c. 6. 
p. 19X, 1929 193O' Theophanes (p. 99, 100, lox.)) Cedrenus (p. 349, 
350.> and Zonaras, (torn. ii. L xiy. p. 50, 51.).* Montefquieu 
(£onfideratiQtt8 fur la Grandeur, Scc^ cxx. torn. iii. p.497.> has 
made a judicious obfervation on the failure of thefe great naval 
armaments. 

'^ Jomandes is our beft guide through the reigns of Theodoric II. .. 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44,459469 47* P*675 — 68i.). 
I<iUtius ends too foon, and Ifidore is too fparing of the ii^brmation 
which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events 
that relate to Gaul are kborioufly- illuftrated in the third book of 
tlic Abbe Dubot, Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 444 — 6ao. 

^ .his 
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c H A P. his dominions, became the immediate reward of 
\^^^ ^^ perfidy. T%e felfifli policy of Ricimer en- 
couragted-him to invade the provinces whidi were 
in the pofleffion of ^gidius, his rival ; but the 
a6live Count, by the defence of Aries, and the 
vid;ory of Orleans, £ived Gaul, and checked, 
dui;ing his life-time, the progrefsof the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was ibon re-kindled ; and the de>- 
£gn of extinguifhing the Roman empire in Spain 
and Gaul, was conceived, and almoft completed, 
in the reign of Euric, who aflafiinated his brother 
Theodoric, and dilplayed, with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abilities both in peace and war. 
He pafled the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army, fubduedtHe cities of Saragofla and Pampe* 
luna, vanquifhed in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his vi6tonou% 
arms into the heart of Lufitania, and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain '*. The efforts of 
Euric were notlefi vigorous, or lefs fuccelsful in 
Gaul ; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Bb6ne and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or 
diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their raafter ^K In the defence of Clermont,, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fud 
tained, with inflexible refolution, the mi&ries of 

** See Mariana^ Hift.K^patt, tom.i. l.r. c* 5. p. 163. 

'' An iioperfe<5l9 hut origiiialf pidhire of Gaul^ more efpecially 
of Auvergne, is fhewn by $idpmu3 ; wb(v as a ienator^ and after^ 
-wards as a bifliop, was deejply ioterefied in the fate of lus country. 
See 1. v» epft. z. 5* 99 &c. 

war. 
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war, p^ftilence, and famine ; and the Vifigoths, CHAP, 
relinquilhing the fruitlefs liege, fufpended Ujie ^™^^ 
hopes of that important conqueft. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic, ancj 
almoft incredible, valour of Ecdicius, the fon of 
the Emperor Avitus^% who made a deiperate fally 
with only eighteen borfemen, boldly attacked 
the Gothic army, and, aftier maintaining a flying 
Ikirmifti, retired fafe and vi6lorious within the 
walls of Clermont. His charity was equ^ to his 
courage : in a time of extreme fcarcity, four thou- 
fand poor were fed at his expence j and his private 
influence levied an ^rmy of Burgupdians for the 
dejiverance of Auvergne. From his virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopps of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were 
infufficient to avert the impending ruin of t;heir 
cQuntry, fince they were anxious to learn from his 
authority and example, whet^lier they ihpujd pre? 
fer the alternative of exile, or fervitude '^ The 
public confidence was Iqfl; ; the refources of the 
flate were, exhaufled ; and tbeGauls had too much 
re^fop to believe, th^t Autben^ius, who reigned 
in Italy, wa^ incapable of p]fote6ling his diftreffed 
fubje6ls beyond the Alps. The feeble Emperor 
could only procure for their defence the f^rvice 

^ Si<loi4u% l.iii. epift. 3. p.65— r$3* Gr^g. TiWPil. 1. U. c,a4.. 
in tom.ii. p. I74'' JorwaAfej Q.45. P« ^75* ^exfe^pa Ecdiciu» 
'Vfras only tbe fon-iQ-Uw of Ayi^u^ Us wife's ipn Uy anoth^ huf^^ 
band. 

^ ^ Si nuUae a republica vires^ nuUa pnsfidiai fi nuUa^) quantum 
rumor eli, Anthemii pripcipis opesy ftatuit, te audlore, nobilitas ieu 
patriam dimittere feu capiflos (Sidon. 1. ii. epift. i, p. 33,). Tbe 
laft words (Sirmond« Not. p. 25.) m^y lil^wife denote, the clerical 
tonfufCy which wa& indeed the choice of Sidonius. himfelf. 

of 



2o8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of twelve thoufand Britifli auxiliaries. Riotha- 
^^^T^ mus, one of the independent kings, or chief- 
tains, of the ifland, was perfuaded to tranfport 
his troops to the continent of Gaul ; he failed 
up the Loire, and eftablilhed his quarters in 
Berry, where the people complained of thefe 
oppreffive allies, till they were deftroyed, or dif- 
perfed, by the arms of the Vifigoths'^. 
Triii of One of the laft a6ls of jurifdi6tion, which the 
Ar^ndus^, j^Qj^an fcnatc exercifed over their fubje6ls of 
Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian praefefil;. Sidonius, who re- 
. ; joices that he lived under a reign in which he 
might pity and affift a ftate-criminal, has ex- 
preffed with tendernefs and freedom, the faults 
of his indifcreet and unfortunate friend^^ From 
the perils, which he had efcaped, Arvandus im- 
bibed confidence rather than wifdom; and fuch 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence of 
his behaviour, that his profperity muft appear 
much more furprifing than his downfal. The 
fecond prasfe6lure, which he obtained within the 
term of five years, aboliflied the merit atid popu- 
larity of his preceding adminifl^ration. His eafy 



• '^ The hiftory of thefe Britons may be traced in Jomandes 
(c.45. p. 678.), Sidonius (Uiii. epifioL9. p. 73>74.)> and Gregory 
of Tours (I. ii« c. x8. in torn. ii. p. 170.). Sidonius (who ftyles 
thefe mercenary troops argutos, armatos, tumultuofosy virtute, 
ntmeroy contubemio, contumaces) addrefles their general in a tone 
of friendihip and familiarity. * 

^ See Sidonius, 1. L epift. 7. p. 15 — 20. with Sirmond's notes. 
. This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to his underftanding. 
The profe of Sidonius, however vitiated by a falfe and alFedted 
tafle, is much fuperior to his infipid verfes* 



temper 
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temper was corrupted by flattery, and exafperated CHAP. 
by oppofition ; he was forced to fatisfy his im- ^^x^- 
portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro- 
vince ; his capricious infolence offended the 
nobles of Gaul, and he funk under the weight of 
the public hatred. The mandate of his diigrace 
rutnmoned him to juflify his condudt before the 
fenate ; and he paifed the fea of Tufcany with a 
favourable wind, the prefage, as he vainly ima- 
gined, of his future fortunes. A decent relpe6t 
was ftill obferved for the PrcefeSiorian rank ; and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvandus was committed 
to the hofpitality, rather than to the cuftody, of 
Flavius Afellus, the count of the facred largeffes, 
who refided in the Capitol •'. He was eagerly 
purfued by his accufers, the four deputies of 
Gaul, who were all diftinguiflied by their birth, 
their dignities, or their eloquence. In the name 
of a great province, and according to the forms 
of Roman jurifprudence, they inftituted a civil 
and criminal a^ion, requiring fuch a reftitution 
as might compenfate the lofles of individuals, 
and fuch punifhment as might fatisfy the jufl:ice 
of the ftate. Their charges of corrupt oppref- 
fionwere numerous and weighty; but they placed 
their fecret dependence on a letter, which they 
had intercepted, and which they could prove, by 
the evidence of his fecretary, to have been dic- 

• ^ Wheft the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, it was appropriated to 
the life of the civil magiftrate ; and it is ftill the refidence of the Ro^ 
man fenator. The jewellers,. &c. might be allowed to expofe thtfir 
precious wares in the porticoes. • - > 

* vjpL. VI. P tated 
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CHAP, tated by Arvandus himfelf. The .author of this 
XXXVI. jgttgf feemed to diffuade the King t)f the Goths 
from a peace with the Greek Emperor : he fug- 
gefted the attack of the Britons on the J^ire ; 
and he recommended a divifion of Gaul, ac* 
cording to the law of nations, between the Vifi- 
goths and the Burgundians '•. Thefe pernicious 
fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by 
the reproaches of vanity and indifcretion, were 
fufceptible of a treafonable interpretation ; and 
the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce 
their iiiioft formidable weapons till thfe cleciiiye 
moment of the conteft. But th^ir. intlsQtipn3 
were difcovered by the zeeX of Sidonius. /H^ 
iitimedia,tely apprif^d the unfufpeQ:ifig <5riminal 
of his danger ; and fincerely lamented^ without 
^ny. mixture of anger, the haughty prefumptioa 
of Arvandus, .who rejedled, and even refented, 
the falutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of 
his real fituation, Arvandus Ihewed himfelf ift 
the Capitol in the white robe of a candidate, 
accepted indifcriminate falutations and offers of 
fervice, examined the ihops of the merchjants^ 
the filks and gems, fometimes with the indiffer- 
ence of a fpeftator, and fometimes with the at- 
tention of a purchafer : and complained of the 
times, of the fenate, of the prince, and of the 
delays of juftice* His complaints w^ere foon 

^ Umc ad regem Gothonim* charta videbatur ernitdy pActm cum 
Graeco Imperatore difluadeasy Britaiinos fuper Ligerlm (hos impugn 
pari opportere demonihaiis> cum Buigundioiubu» jure gemium Gal* 
Vm dividi debere confirmans. 

removed. 
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f emoved. An early day was fixed for his trial ; CHAP, 
and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be- ,^^^^\ 
fore a numerous affembly of the Roman fenate. 
The mournful garb which they affedled, excited 
the compaffion of the judges, who were fcan- 
daiized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their 
adverfery : and when the prasfe6b Arvandus, with 
the firft of the Gallic deputies, were dire6led to 
take their places on the fenatbrial benches, the 
4aiiie contrail of pride and modefly was obferved 
in their behaviour. In this memorable judg- 
ment, which prefented a lively image of the old 
republic, the Gauls expofed, with fo^rce and 
freedom, the grievances of the province; and as 
foon.as theminds of the audience were fufficiently 
inflamed, they recited the fatal epiille. The 
obftinacy of Arvandus was founded on the ftrang€ 
,'fuppofition, that a fubjefil could not be convidled 
of treafon, unlefs he had adlually <:onfpired to 
affume the purple. As the paper was read, he 
repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged 
it for his genuine compoiition ; and his aflo** 
iiifliment was equal to his difraay, when the 
unanimous voice of the fenate declared him 
guilty of a capital offence. By their decree, - 
he was degraded from the rank of a praefe6|; 
to the obfcure condition of a plebeian, and 
ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to the 
public prifon. After a fortnight^s adjourn* 
ment, the fenate was again convened to pro- 
nounce the fentence of his death : but while he 
expelled, in the ifland of ^fculapius, the ex- 
p 2 piration 
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c H A P. pimtion of the thirty days allowed by an ancient 

XXXVI. 1^^^ to the vileft malefadlors *% his friends inter^ 

pofed, the Emperor An themius relented, and the 

,praefe6l of Gaul obtained the milder punifliment 

, of exile and confifcation. The faults of Arvan- 

' dus might deferve compaflion ; but the impunity 

of Seronatus accufed the juftice of the republic^ 

.till he was condemned,, and executed, on the 

complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 

flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 

.country, held a fecret correlpondence with the 

Vifigoths, to betray the province which he op- 

preffed; hisinduftry was continually exwcifedin 

the difcovery of new taxes and obfolete oflTences; 

and his extravagant vices would have infpired 

contempt, if they had not excited fear and 

abhorrence '°'. 

Difcordof Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 

Anthe- jufticc ; but whatever might be the guilt of Ri- 

Hicimer, cimcr, that powerful Barbarian was able to con* 

A.D. 47i« tend or to negociate with the prince, . whofe 

.alliance he had condefcended to accept. / The 

peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius 

liad promifed to the Weft, was fbon clouded by 

misfortune and difcord* Ricimer, apprehenfive, 

or. impatient, ofafuperior, retired from Rome, 

^'^ Senatufcofifultum Tiberianum (Sirmond Not. p. 17.) ; but that 
law allowed only ten days betw'een the fentence and execution ; the 
-neinaimng l^venty were added in the reign of Tl^eodpfius. 

'.°' Catilina feculi noflri. - Sidonius, 1. ii. epift. i. p. 22'* !• v^ 
epift. 13. p. 143. ; 1. vii. epift. 7. p. 185. He execrates the crimes, 
^nd applauds the puhiihment, of Sf ronatus, perhaps with the indigna* 
don of a virtuous citizen, perhaps with the refentxpent of a perfonal 
eneiny. - ' - - * 

' . and 
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9tid fixed his refidence at Milan ; an ad van- c H A B 
tageous fituation, either to invite, or to repel, ,^^^^ \ 
the warlike tribes that were feated between the 
Alps and the Danube *°\ Italy was gradually di- 
vided into twoindependent and hoftilekingdoms: 
and the nobles of Liguria, who trembled at^he 
near approach of a civil war, fell proftrate at the 
feet of the patrician, and conjured him to ipar^ 
their unhappy country. " For my own part," 
replied Ricimer,in a tone of infolent moderation, 
^' I am ftill inclined to embrace the friendfliip of 
** the Galatian'^^^ but who will undertake to 
** appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the pride, 
** which always rifes in proportion to our fub- 
^' miffion ?" They informed him, that Epipha- 
nius, Bifhop of Pavia"% united the.wifdom of 
the ferpent with the innocence of the dove ; and 
appeared confident, that the eloquence of fuch' 
an ambaflador mull prevail againfl the ilrongeil 
oppofition, either of intereft or paffion. Their 



'°' Ricimery under the mgn of Anthemius^ defeated and flew in 
battle Beorgor, King of the Alani (Jornandesy c. 45. p. 678.). His 
lifter had married the King csf the Burgundians^ and he maintained 
an intimate connexion widi the Suevic colony eftablifhed in Pannoni^ 
and Noricum. 

'^^ Galatam concitatam. Sirmond (in his notes to Ennodius) 
applies thTs appellation to Anthemius himfelf. The Emperor was 
probably bom in the province of Galatia^ whofe inhabitants^ the 
Gallo-Greciansy were fuppofed to unite the vices of a favagey and a 
corrupted, people. 

^°* Epiphanius was thirty years Biihop of Pavia (A.D. 467—497 ; 
fee Tillemontt Mem. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 788.3. His name and 
adlions would have been unknown to pofterity, if Ennodiusy one 
of' his fucceflbrsy had not written his life (Sirmond> Opera» toAi. i. 
p. 1647 — 1691.); in which, he reprefents him as one of the greateil 
charaAers of the age. 

• * . p 3 . . recom-i 
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CHAP, recommendstioi) was approved; and £piphaniu5» 
XXXVI. fuming the benevolent office of mediation^ 
proceeded without delay to Rome, where he was 
received with the honours due to his merit and 
reputation. The oration of a bifliop in favour 
of peace, may be eafily fuppofed ; he argued, 
th^t in all poffible circuraftance>?, the forgivenefe 
of injuries mull be an a6l of mercy, or pianani- 
•mity, or prudence ; and he ferioufly admoniflied 
the Emperor to avoid a conteft with a fierce Bar- 
barian, which might be fatal to himfelf, and 
muft be ruinous to his dominions. Anthemius 
acknowledged the truth of his maxims ; but he 
deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the be- 
haviour of Ricimer ; and his paffion gave elo- 
quence and. energy to his difcourfe. " What 
*^ favours," he warmly exclaimed, '' have we 
*^ refufed to this ungrateful man? What provo- 
" cations have we not endured ? Regardlefs of 
** the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter 
** to a Goth.; I facrificed my own blood to the 
*^ fafety of the republic. The liberality which 
« ought to have fecured the eternal attachment 
" of Ricimer has exalperated him againll his 
" benefa6lor. What wars has he not excited 
*^ againll the empire ? How often has he infti- 
** gated, and affifled the fury of faoflile nations ? 
« Shall I now accept his perfidious friendfliip ? 
*^ Can I hope that lie will relpe^l the engage- 
. " ments of a treaty, who has already violated 
** thp duties of a fon ?** But the anger of Anthe* 
tnius evaporated in thefe paffionate exclamations: 
be infenfibly yielded to the propofals of Epipha* 

nius; 
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nius; and the bilhop returned to his diocefe c hap. 
with tlie fathfa^fcion of refloring the peace of ^^^^\ 
Italy, by a reconciliation '°% of which the fin- 
cerity and continuance might be reafonably fuf- 
pefiked. The clemency of the Emperor was 
extorted from his weaknefs; and Ricimer fuf- 
pended his ambitious defigns, till he had fecretly 
prepared the engines with which he refolved to 
fubvert the throne of Anthemius. The raalk of 
peace and moderation was then thrown alide. 
The army of Ricimer was fortified by a numerous 
reirifoircement of Burgundians and Oriental 
Suevi : he difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek 
Emperor, marched from Milan to the gates of 
Rome, and fixing his camp on the banks of the 
Anio, impatiently expefted the arrival of Oly- 
brius, his Imperial candidate* 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, oiybnui 
might efteem himfelf the lawful heir of the ffX""' 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia, the Weft, 
younger daughter of Valentinian, after flie was ^Jl^^l^* 
reftored by Genferic ; who ftill detained her fitter 
Eudoxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive, 
of his fon. The King of the Vandals fupported^ 
by threats and folicitations, the fair pretentions 
of his Roman ally ; and affigned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the refufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge their lawful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given to 

'°^ Exmodius (p. 1659 — 1664.) has related this embafly of Epir 
pluuttus; aioid his narra(tive» verbofe and turgid as it muh appear^ 
iUitftrates k>nw cufious paflkges in the faU of the Weftern einpine* 

? 4 a ftranger* 
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CHAP, a ftranger"^'. The friendihip of the public; 

'*'^*^^*' enemy might render Olybrius ftill more unpopu- 
lar to the Italians; but when Ricimer meditated 
the ruin of the Emperor Anthemius, he tempted, 
with the offer of a diadem, the candidate who 
could jullify his rebellion by an illuftrious name, 
and a royal alliance. The hufband of Placidia, 
who, like moll of his anceftors, had been invefted 
with the confular dignity, might have continued 
to enjoy a fecure and iplendid fortune in the 
peaceful refidence of Conftantihople ; nor does 
he appear to have been tormented by fuch a: 
genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unlefe 
by the adminiftration of an empire. Yet Oly- 
brius yielded to the importunities of his friends, 
perhaps of his wife ; raflily plunged into the 
dangers and calamities of a civil war; and, with- 
the fecret connivance of the Emperor Leo, ac- 
cepted the Italian purple, which was bellowed, 
and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barba- 
rian. He landed without obllacle (for Genferic 
was mailer of the fea) either at Ravenna or the 
port of Ollia, and immediately proceeded to the 
camp of Ricimer, where he was received as the 
fovereign of the Wellern world '°^. ^ 

*^ R-ifcus Excerpt. Legation, p. 7 a. Pi'ocopius de Bell. Vandal, 
l.i. C.6. p. 191. Eudoxia and her daughter were refiored after the 
death of Majorian. . Perhaps the confulihip of Olybrius (A.D. 164.) 
was beftowed as a nuptial prefent. 

""7 The hoftile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftanding the 
opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. The fecret connivance - 
cf Leo is acknowledged by Theophaness and the Pafchal Chronicle. 
We are ignorant of bis motifs; but in this obfcure.periody our 
ignorance exte;ndA to the moft public tad important fatSls. 

•14 The 
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The patrician^ who had extended his pofts c H A ?• 
irom the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already ,^^^ 
poffeffed two quarters of Rome, the Vatican and sack of 
the Janiculum, which are feparated by the Tyber Rome, and 
from the reft of the city '°* ; and it may be con- Anthe- 
jedlured, that an affqmbly of feceding fenators """«, 
imitated^ in the choice of Olybrius, the forms of jujy j^.*' 
a legal ele6lion. But the body of the fenate and. 
people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius; 
and the more effeftual fupport of a Gothic army 
enabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs, by a refiftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine ^nd 
peftilence. At length, Ricimer made a furious 
affault on the bridge of Hadrian, or St. Angelo j 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gillimer " 
their leader. The vi6lorious troops "breaking 
down every barrier, ruflied with irrefiftible vio- 
lence into the heart of the city, and Rome (if 
we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) was fub verted by the civil fury of Anthe- 
mius and Ricimer "^ T^e unfortunate An- ' 

themius 

'°f Of the fourteen regionsy or quarters, into which Rome was di- 
vided by Augufhisy only one^ the Janiculum, lay on the Tufcan fide, 
of the Tyber. But, in the fifth century, the Vatican fuburb formed 
a confiderable city ; and in the ecclefiaitical diidribution, which had 
been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning Pope, two of the 
/even regions, or panihes of Rome, depended on the church of 
St. Peter. See Nardini Roma Antica. p. 67. It would require a 
tedious difiertation to mark the circumflances, in which I am inclined 
to depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 

'^ Nuper Anthemii et Ricimeris civili furore fubveria eft. Gela- 
fius in. Epift. ad Androinach. apud Baron« A. D. 496. N"* ai* 

Sigonius 
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c H A R themius was dragged from his concealment, and 
^^^^ inhumanly maffacred by the command of hi»^ 
fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps 
dr foqrth Emperor to the number of bis victims. 
The foldiers who united the rage of factious 
citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians, 
were indulged, without controul, in the licence 
of , rapine and n)urder : the crowd of flaves and 
plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event, 
. could only gain by the indifcrimiate pillage; and 
the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con- 
trail of Hern cruelty, and diflblute intempe- 
Death of ranee "°. Forty days after this calamitous event, 
Ricimer, the fubjc^l, uot of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 
"^' *°* delivered by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant 
Ricimer, who bequeathed the command of his 
army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. In the fame year, 
all the principal a6lors in this great revolution, 
were removed from the ftage j and the whole 
and of reign of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray 
oiybrius, ally fymptoms of violence, is included within the 
term of feyen months. He left one daughter, the 
offspring of his marriage with Placidia; and the 
family of the great Theodofius, tranlplanted from 

SigQiuus (tom.i.l. xiv. de Occidental! Imperio,p. 542^ 543*} andMu- 
ratori (AnjiaU d'ltalia, tom.iv. p. 308, 309.)! with the aid of a lefs 
imperfe(St M^- of the Hiflozia Mifcellay have illufbrated this dark and 
bipo^y .tranr?i&ion. 

U?: Such Jud been the ikva ac deformis urbe tota facies^ when tlon e 
tir^.,aflaulted and ilormed by the troops of Vefpafian (fee Tacit. UW^ 
iii. 82, 83.); and every caufe of mifchief had fince acquired much 
a44ify>'ial energy. The revolution of ages may bring round the 
f|m^' calamities; but a^es may revolvey without producing a Tacituji 
to^Ioibe ttem. 

- ' Spaia 
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$p9ln to Conftantinople^ "was propagated in the chap* 
£i^male line as far as the eighth generation "'• xxxvl^ 
. Whiift the vacant throne of Italy was aban- juUus Ne- 
doned to lawlefs Barbarians "% the election of a ^ *^^ 
new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- Emperor* 
Cil of Leo. The Eraprefs Verina, ftudious to ?r^® 
promote the greatnefs of her own family, had a.'d. 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 47»— 475* 
fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fove- 
reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid poffeflion than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft, But tHe meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo latiguid and irrefotute, 
that many months elapfed after the death of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrius, before their 
deftined fucceffor could fliew himfelf, with a re- 
fpe6l:able force, to his Italian fubje6ls. During 
that interval. Glycerins, an obfcure foldier, was 
invefted with the purple by his patron Gundo^ 
bald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable, 
or unwilling, to fupport liis nomination by a civil 
war: the purfuits of domeflic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps "% and his client was per^ 

"' See DucAnge^Familfise Byzantin. p. 749 75* Artfobindusy who 
appears to have married the niece of the Emperor Juiliniaiiy was the 
eighth defcendant of the elder Theodofius. ^ 

*" The laft revolutions of the Weftem emjHre are faintly miu^ed 
in Theophanes ^p. loa.), Jomandes (c. 45. p. 679.), the Chronicle of ' 
Marceliinusy and the fragments of an aanonymous writer^ publifiied by 
Valefias at the end of Ammtamis (p. 7169 7270* ^ Photius had not 
been fo wretchedly conoife, we (hould derive much information: fron 
the contemporary hiftories of Malchus and Candtdus. See his £31* 
tisadb, p.171— J79« . ' " 

'*.^ See Greg. Turoli. L ti. c. 28. la torn. iL p. 175* JDubos Hi& 
Crltit|uei torn* i. p« 6<3* By the murder or death of his two brothsn, 
Gundobald acquired the fcle poiieifion of the kingdom of Buc^^ndy f 
whofe ruin was hafieaed by their dircord» 

mitted 
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CHAP, mitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for the 
^^^ ^, bilhopric of Salona. After extinguilhing fuch a 
competitor, the Emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by the fenate, by the Italians, and by 
the provincials of Gaul ; his moral virtues, and 
military talents, were loudly celebrated ; ~ and 
thofe who derived any private benefit from his 
government, announced, in prophetic ftrains, 
the reftoration of the public felicity "^ Their 
hopes (if fuch hopes had been entertained) were 
confounded within the term of a fingle year; and 
the treaty of peace, which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his fliort and 
inglorious reign. The mod faithful fubje6ls of 
Gaul were facrificed by the Italian Emperor, to 
the hope of domeftic fecurity"^ ; but his repofe 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates, who, under the com- 
mand of Oreiles, their general, were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach; and inftead of placing a juft 
confidence in the ftrength of Ravenna, he haftily 
efcaped to his ihips, and retired to his Dalma« 
tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this fhameful abdication, he 
protracted his life about five years, in a very 

"^ Julius Nepos armis pariter fuminus Auguihrs ac moribus. Si- 
doniusy 1. V. ep. i6* p. 146. Nepos had given to Ecdicius the title of 
patrician^ which Anthemius had promifedy deceflbris Anthemei fidem 
abfolvit. See 1. viiL ep. 7. p. 124. 

"' Epiphanius was fent ambailador from Nepos to the Vifigoths^: 
for the purpofe of afcertaiaing the fines imperii Italici (Ennodius in 
Sirmond. torn. i. p. 1665 — 1669.). His pathetic difcouife concealed 
the diigraceful fecr^» which foon excit^ the juft and bitter coa^ 
plaints of the Bifliop of Clermont. ' 

'■'- ambiguous 
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ambiguous ilate, between an emperor and an chap. 
. exile, till he was affaffinated at Salona by the ^^^ ^ 
ungrateful Glycerius, who was tranflated, perr 
.haps as a reward of his crime, to the arch- 
•biflioplric of Milan "*. 

ThQ nations who had aflerted their indepeni- ThepatH. 
dence after the death of Attila, were eftabliflied, ^ ^^^' 
by the right of poffeflion or conquefl, in the ajd. 47;. 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube; 
or in the Roman provinces betweien the river and 
the Alps, But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army q£ confederates^ who formed the de» 
fence and the terror of Italy"' ; and in this pro- 
mifcuous multitude, the names of the Heruli, the 
Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi, and the Ru- 
^ans, appear to have predominated. The ex-' 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated byOreftes' % 
the fon of Tatullus, and the father of the laft Ro- 
man Emperor of the Weft* Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory, had never 
deferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
dered him one of the moft illuftrious fubje6ts of 



'^ Malchus; apud Phot. p. 171. Etinod. Epigram. 1. Ixxxil. in 
JSirmond Operi tom.L p. 1879. Some doubt may however, be ndfed 
on tiie identity of the Emperor and the Archbifliop. 

• "' Our knowkdge of thefe mercenaries, who fubverted the 
Weftem empini^ ii derived from Procopios (de Bell. Gothico, 1. i. 
c. i. p. 308.). The popular opinion, and the recent hifloriansy re- 
prefent Odoacer in the falfe light of a ftranger^ and a king^ who 
invaded Italy^ with an army of foreigners^ his native fubjedls. 

'"^ Oitftes, qui eo tempore quando Attila ad Italiam venit, fe 
.ilii junxit, et ejus notarius fadlus fuerat. Anonym. Valef. p. 716. 
He is niiibken in the date ; but we may credit his aflertiony that 
the fecretary of Attila was the father of Auguftulus. 

'Pannonia; 
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CHAP. Pannonia. When that province was ceded to the 
^f ^^ Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attilk, his 
lawful fovereign, obtained the office of his fecre- 
tary, and was repeatedly fent ambaffador to Con- 
ilantinople, to reprefent the perfon, and fignify 
the commands, of the imperious monarch. * The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free- 
dom ; and Oreftes might honourably refufe either 
to follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian de- 
fert, or to obey the Oftrogoths, who had ufurpied 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the 
fervice of the Italian princes, the fucceffors of 
'Valentinian ; and, as he poffefled the qualifications 
of courage, induftry, and experience, he advanced 
with rapid fteps in the military profeffion, till he 
was elevated, by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to 
the dignities of patrician, and mafter-geheral of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accut 
tomed to reverence the charafter and authority of 
Oreftes, who affected their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
mately connected with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendfhip. At 
his folicitation they rofe in arms againft the 
obfcure Greek, who prefumed to claim their 
obedience ; and when Oreftes, from fome fecret 
motive, declined the purple, they confented, with 
His fon the lame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
hXhdi guft^l^s, as the Emperor of the W^ft. By the 
Emperorof abdication of Nepos,Oreftes had nowattained the 
the Weft, fmnmit of his ambitious hopes ; but he foon dif- 
' covered, before the end of the firft year, that the 
leffons of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel 
2 muft 
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innft inculcate, will be retorted againft himfelf ; chap, 
and that the precarious fovereign of Italy was dnljr ^^"'^ • 
permitted tochoofe,whether he wouldbetheflave, 
or the vi6lim, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of thefe ftrangers had op* 
prefled and infulted the laft remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but' their 
infoletice increafed in a ftill more extravagant de- 
gree; they envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Gaul, Spain, and Africa, whofe vidlorious arms 
had acquired an independent and perpetual inhe- 
ritance; and they infilled on their peremptory de- 
mand, that a tfdrd part of the lands of Italy lliould 
be immediately divided among them. Oreftes, 
with a fpirit, which, in another fituation, might 
be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to eUi, 
counter the rage of an armed multitude, than to 
fubfcribe the ruin of an innocent people. He re- 
jefted the audacious demand; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer; a bold 
Barbarian, who afliired his fellow foldiers, thatj 
if they dared to affociate under his command^ 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutiful petitions. From all th^ 
catpps and garrifons of Italy, the confederates, 
a^uated by the fame, refentment and the fame 
jiopes, impatiently flocked to the llandard of this 
popular leader ; and the unfortunate patrician, 
^overwhelmed by the torrent, haftily retreated to 
the flrongcity of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of the 
holy Epiphanites. Favia was immedia;tely be« 
: ; . fieged. 
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H A P. fieged, the fortifications were ftornnied, the town 
*^^^r ^^^ pillaged; and although the bifliop might 
labour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fave 
the property of the church, and the chaftity of 
lemale captives, the tumult could only be appeafed 
- by the execution of Oreftes ''*. His brother Piiul 
was flain in an a6tion near Ravenna ; and the 
helplefs Auguftulus, who could no longer com* 
niand the refpefil, was reduced to implore the 
clemency of Odoacer. 
Odoacer, That fucccfsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede- 
King of ^pjj . ^jj^^ [j^ fome remarkable tranladlions, par- 
A.D. ticularly defcribed in a preceding chapter, had 
476—490. been the colleague of Oreftes himfelf. The ho- 
nour of an ambaflador fliould be exempt from ful^ 
picion ; and Edecon had liftene'd to a confpiracy 
againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance : his 
rank was e^iinent and confpicuous ; he enjoyed 
the favour of Attila ; and the troops under his 
command, who guarded in tlieir turn the royal 
village, confifted in a tribe of a Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubje^ls. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns ; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards, the name of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal 
conteft with the Oftrogoths ; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and 

"9 Stt £imodiu8 (in Vit. Epiphan. Siithondt torn. i. p. i669» 
1670.)* He adds wdght to the narrative of Procopius^ though we 
may doubt whether the devil actually contrived the (lege of Pavia> 
to diftrefs the bilhop and his flock. .^ 

difper- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 225 

Vliiperfion of the Scyrri '*°* Their gallant leader, chap. 
who did not furvive this national calamity, left ^^^' 
two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, to ftruggle with 
adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra- 
pine or fervice, the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf directed his fteps towards Con- 
ilantinople, where he fuUied, by the aflaflina- 
tion of a generous benefa6tor, the fame which 
he had acquired in arms. His brother Odoacer 
led a wandering life among the Barbarians of 
Noricum, with a mind and a fortune fuited to 
the moil defperate adventures; and when he 
had fixed his choice, he pioufly vifited the cell 
of Severinus, the popular faint of the country, 
to folicit his approbation and blefling. The 
lownefs of the door would not admit the lofty 
ilature of Odoacer : he was obliged to floop ; 
but in that humble attitude the faint could did 
cern the fymptoms of his future greatnefs ; and 
addreffing him in a prophetic tone, " Purfue" 
(faid he) " your defign ; proceed to Italy j you 
** will foon call away this coarfe garment of 
^* flcins ; and your wealth will be adequate to 
« the liberality of your mind '".'* The Bai'- 

*** Jomandesy c. 53, 54* ?• 69*— 695. M. de Buat (Hift, des 
Peuples de I'Europey torn. viii. p. aax — 228.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am almoft inclined to 
believe that he was the fame who pillaged Angers^ and commanded a 
£eet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Turon. l.ii. c. z8. in 
tom.iL p. Z70.' 

"' Vade ad Italiam^ vade viliflimis nunc pellibus coopertis : 
fed multis cho plurima largiturus. Anonym. Valef. p. 7x7. He 
quotes the Ufe of St. Severinus, which is extant, and contains much 
unknown and valuable hiflory ; it was compofed by his difciple £u- 
gippiiis (A.D. 5ii)» thirty fcva after hi« death. See Tillemonty 
Mem. Ecdef. torn. xki. p. 16^ — 1 8 z • 

. roj^ yr. q barian. 
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CHAP, barian, whofe daring fpirit accepted and ratified 
?^^^ the predi6lion, was admitted into the ftirvice of 
the Weftern empire, and foon obtained an ho- 
nourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradoaliy polifhed, his military (kill was 
improved, and the confederates of Italy would 
not have eleSttd him for their general, unl^ft 
the exploits of Odoacer had eftabliflied a high 
opinion of his courage and capacity '". Their 
militaory acclamatioos faluted him with the title 
of king, bmt he abilained, during his whole 
reign, from the ufe of the purple and diadem ''% 
left he fbouy ofibnd thofe princes, whofe ^ub- 
je£fcs, by their accidental mixture, bad formed 
the vidtorioQS army which time and policy might 
infenfibly imite into a great nation. 
f h^w*f iloyS'lty was ^miliar to. the Barbarians, and 
tern em- ' ^be fubmiffive peoplc of Italy was prepared to 
Fre» obey, without a murmur, the authority which 
or A. d! * be fliould coodefcend to exercife as the vice- 
479- gerent of tlie Emperor of the Weft. But 
Odoacer had refolved to abolifh that u&lefs and 
expenfive office ; and fuch is the w^ht of an- 
tique prejudice, that it required Ibme boldnefi 
and penetration to difcover the extreme facility 
of the enterprife. The unfortunate Auguftulus 
was made the inftrument of his own di%race } 

"' Theoplianesy who calls him a Goth, affirms, that he ynis edv- 
catedi nurfed (r^tnog), in Italy (p. 102.); and as thrsffafong ezpref- 
fion will not bear a literal interpretation^ it mult be explained by lon|^ 
iervice in tlie Imperial guards. 

'^ Nomen regis Odoacer aflumpfit, cum tamen neqaepurpurl nac 
regalibus uteretur infigmbus. Caffiodor. in Chron. A. D. 476. Ife 
feems to have afllimed theabftraA titla of a kiogi MTXtfaoutappIylng it 
to any particular nation or country* 

.10 ho, 
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lie figBified his refignsttion to the feilate ; and chap. 
that affembly^ in their laft a6b of obedience to a ^^^^v^- 
Roman prince, ftill affeAed the fpirit of freedom 
and the forms of the conftitution. An epiftle 
was addrefled, by their unanimous decree, to 
the Emperor Zeno,die fon-in-law and fucceffor of 
Leo J who had lately been reftored, after a fliort 
rebellion, to the Byzantine throne. They fo- 
lemnly " difclaim the neceffity, or even the wiih, 
** of continuing any longer the Imperial fuccet 
** fion in Italy; fince, in their opinion, the 
** majefty of a fole monarch is fufBcient to per* 
** vade and protect, at the fame time, both the 
** Eaft and the Weft. In their own name, and 
** in the name of the people, they confent that 
•* the feat of univerikl empire ihall be trans- 
«* ferred from Rome to Conftantinople ; and 
*« they bafely renounce the right of chufing 
** their inafter, the only veftige that yet re- 
** mained of the authority which had given laws 
^* to the world. The republic (they repeat 
** that name without a blufli) might fafely con- 
** fide in the civil and military virtues of Odoa* 
*^ cer ; and they humbly requeft, that the Em- 
** peror would inveft him with the title of Pa- 
** trician, and the adminiftration of the dioceje 
•^ of Italy.*' The deputies of the fenate were 
received at Conftantinople with fome marks of 
diQ)leaiure and indignation; and when they were 
admitted to the audience of Zeno, he fternly re- 
proached them with their treatment of the two 
Emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whom the 
Eaft had fucceffively granted to the prayers of 

Q 2 Italy. 
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CHAP. Italy. *« The firft" (continued he) " you have 
^ ^^\ " murdered ; the fecond you have expelled ; 
" but the fecond is ftill alive, and whilft he lives 
** he is your lawful fovereign." But the prudent 
Zeno foon deferted the hopelefs caufe of his ab« 
dicated colleague. His vanity was gratified by 
the title of fole Emperor, and by the ftatues 
erefted to his honour in the feveral quarters of 
Rome; he entertained a friendly, though ambi- 
guous, correfpondence with the patrician Odoa- 
cer ; and he gratefully accepted the Imperial 
enfigns, the facred ornaments of the throne 
and palace, which the Barbarian was not 
unwilling to remove from the fight of the 
people "\ 
Auguftu- In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
^cd to Valentinian, nine Emperors had fucceflively dit 
the Lucul- appeared ; and the fon of Oreftes, a youth re- 
^ "^^ commended only by his beauty, would be the 
leaft entitled to the notice of pofterity, if his 
reign, which was marked by the extindiion of the 
Roman empire in the Weft, did not leave a me- 
morable aera in the hiftory of mankind "^ The 
4>atrician Oreftes had married the daughter of 



'^ MalchuS} whoTe lofi excket our regret> has preferved (in £x« 
cerpta Legat. p. 93.) this extraordinay embafly from the fenate to Zeno» 
The anonymous fragment (p. 7I7^^ and the extradl from Candidut 
(apud Phot. p*i76.)i are likewife of fome ufe. 

"^ The preciie year in which the Wi^em empire was extingu](hed» 
18 not pofitively afcertained* The vulgar sera of A. D. 4769 appears 
to have the iandlion of authentic chronicles. But the two dates af^ 
figned by Jomandes (c. 46. p. 68o.)» would delay that great event to 
the year 4794 and though M. de Buat has overlooked his evidence^ho 
produces (torn. viii. p.a6i — a88.) many coUatend circumflances in 
fupport of the iame opinion* 

X Count 
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Count Rctmlufiy of Petovio in Noricum : the chap. 
name of Augujlus^ notwithftanding the jealoufy ^^^^^^* 
of power^ was known at Aquileia as a familiar 
fumame ; and the appellations of the two great 
founders, of the city, and of the monarchy, 
were thus (Irangely united in the laft of their 
fuccefibrs "®. The fon of Oreftes aflumed and 
idiigraced the names of Romulus Auguftus; but 
the firfl was corrupted into Momyllus, by the 
Greeks, and the fecond has been changed by the 
Latins into the contemptible diminutive Au- 
guftulus. The life of this inoffenfive youth was 
ipared by the generous cleraencyof Odoacer; who 
difmifled him, with his whole family, jfrom the 
Imperial palace, fixed his anpual allowance at 
fix thoufand pieces of gold, and affignedthe caftle 
of Lucullus, in Campania, for the place of his 
pxiie or retirement "'. As foon as the Romans 
breathed from the toils of the Punic war, they 
were attra6led by the beauties and the pleafures 
Qf Campania ; and the country-houfe of the 
^Ider Scipio at Liternum exhibited a lading 

'^ See his medals in Ducange (7am. Byzantin. p. 8i«)» Prifcui 
(Excerpt. Legat. p. 56. Maifei Ollervazioni Letterariey torn. ii. 
p. 314.). We may allege a famous and limilar cafe. The meaneft 
iiibjeAs of the Roman empire aiTumed the illufirious name of Patri'^ 
iiiUf whichy %y the convoriion of Lrelandy h^ been conmiunicate4 
to a whole nation. 

"7 Ingrediens autem Ravennam depofuit Augufhilum de regnoy 
cujus infantiam mifertus conceffit ei fanguinem; et quia pulcher 
eraty tamen donavit ei reditum fex^ millia folidosy et mifit eum intra 
Campaniam cum parentibus fuis libere vivere. Anonym. Valef. 
p. 7i6» Jomandes fays (c. 46. p. 68o.)> in ^cuUano Caxnpaniae 
(a;^ello eziUi p^oa danmavit* 

Q3 model 
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CHAR, model of their ruftic fimplicity "*. The delicioodi 
Ihores of the bay of Naples were crowd-ed with 
villas ; and Sylia applauded the mafterly ftill of 
his rival, who had feated himfelf on the lofty 
promoi)tory of Mifenum, that commands, on 
every fide, the fea and land, as far as the boun- 
daries of the horizon '*^ The villa of Marius. 
was purchafed, within a few years, by LucuUus, 
and the price had increafed from two tboufatid 
"five hundred, to more than fourfcore thoufand, 
pounds fterling '^°. It was adorned by the new 
proprietor with Grecian arts, and Afiatic trea- 
fures ; and the houfes and gardens of LucuUub 
obtained a dillingui(hed rank in the lift of Im«* 
periai palaces'^. When the Vandals became 

^'^ See the doqiuatt Dedamation of Seneca (Epift. haxfLy Tbe 
philofopher might have recolle^ed that all luxury is relative ; and 
that the elder Scipio^ whofe manners were polifhed by fiudy and 
converfation, was himfelf accuied of that vice by hb ruder contempo- 
caiies (Livy^ xxix^. 19.). . ^ 

'^ SyUay in the language of a foldier^ pr^fed his peritia eajira» 
metandi (Plin. Hift. Natur. xviii. 7.). Phaedrus, who makes its 
ihady^walks {Jata viridia) the fcene of an infipid jfable (ii. s.)y has 
thus defcribed the fituation : 

Caefar Tiberius quam petens Neapolim^ 

In Mifenenfem villam veniiOlet fuam ; 

Qiise monte fummo pofita Luculli manu 

Frofpe6lat Siculum et profpicit Tufcum mare. 

'^^ From feven myriads and a half to two huiHred and fifty 
myriads of. drachmae. Yet even in the pofleifionof Mariusy it was 
a luxurious retirement. The Romans derided his indolence: they 
foon bewailed his a(5livity« See Flutarchy in Maricj^ torn, ii* 
p.5a4- 

^' Xrucullus had other villas of equals diough various^ magnifi* 
cence» at Baise» Naples^ Tufculum, &c. He boafted diat he changed 
his climate with the itorks and cranes. Plutarch, in Lucull* 
torn. iii. p. 193. 

formidable 
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formidable to the fea-coafl, the Lucullan villa, CHAP. 
on the promontory of Mifenum, gradually af- ^^^^ 
filmed the ftrength and appellation of a flrong 
ca^e, the obfcure retreat of the kft Emperor of 
the Weft. About twenty years after that great 
revolution, it was converted into a church and 
fiionaftery, to receive the bones of StSeverinus. 
They fecurely repofed, amidft the broken tro- 
phies of Cimbric and Armenian victories, till the 
beginning of the tenth century; when the forti- 
fications, which mi^ht afford a dangerous ihelter 
to the Saracens, were demoliflied by the people 
of Naples '^\ 

Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned Decay of 
in Italy, over a people who had once afferted *^^ ^^ . 
their juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. 
The dilgrace of the Romans ftiU excites our 
relpe6tful compaftion, and we fondly fympathife 
with the imaginary grief and indignation of their 
degenerate pofterity. But the calamities of Italy 
had gradually fubdued the proud confcioufne^ of 
fr^eedom and glory. In the age of Roman virtue, 
the provinces were fubje^ to the arms, and the 
citizens to the laws, of the republic ; till thofe 
laws were fubverted by civil difcord, and both 

'^' Severinus died in Norlcam* A« D. 4S1. Six yean after* 
wdxdBy his body» which fcattered miracles as it pafled^ was trans- 
ported by his dHciples into Italy. The devotion of a Neapolitan 
kdy invited the faint to the LucuUan villa» in the place of Au- 
guftulus^ who was probably no more. See Baronius (AnnaL £c- 
dd*. A.D. 496. N°509 51.) and Tillemont (Mem. Ecdef. torn. xvi*. 
p« X7S-**i8x.> from the original life by Eugippius. The narralive 
of tlie laft migration of Severinus to Naples, is likewife an authentic 
piece. 

Q4 the 
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CHAP, the city and the provinces became the fervile 
x^VL^ property of a tyrant. The forms of the confti- 
tiition, which alleviated or difguifed their abje€)> 
flavery, were aboliflied by time and violence; 
the Italians alternately lamented the prefence of 
the abfence of the fovereigns, whom they de- 
tefted or defpifed ; and the fucceffion of five 
centuries infli6led the various evils of military 
licence, capricious defpotifm, and elaborate 
oppreflion. During the fame period, the Barba- 
rians had emerged from obfcurity and contempt, 
and the warriors of Germany and Scyfhia were 
introduced into thet provinces, as the fervants, 
the allies, and at length the mafters, of the Ro- 
mans, whom they infiilted or prote6led. The 
hatred of the people was fuppreffed by fear ; they 
refpe6led the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were inverted with the honours of the 
empire ; and the fate of Rome had long de- 
pended on the fword of thofe formidable ftran- 
gers. The ftern Ricimer, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had exercifed the power, without 
afluming the title, of a king ; and the patient 
Romans were infenfibly prepared to acknow*^ 
ledge the royalty of Odoacer and his Barbaric 
fucceffors. 
tharaacr - The King of Italy was not unworthy of the 
^ Odoa- h^g^ ftation to which his valour and fortune had 
cer,AJ). exalted him; his favage manners were polifhed 
^^ ^90. j^y |.j^g habits of converfation ; and he relpe6led, 
though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inftitu- 
tions, and even the prejudices, of his fubje6ls. 

After 
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After an interval of feven years, Odoacer reftored chap. 
the confulftiip of the Weft. For himfelf, he mo- 2J^ 
deftly, or proudly, declined an honour which was 
ftill accepted by the Emperors of the Eaft ; but 
the curule chair was fucceffively filled by eleven 
of the moft illuftrious fenators '" j and the lift 
is adorned by the refpe6lable name of Bafilius, 
whofe virtues claimed the friendfliip and grateful 
applaufe of Sidonius, his client '^*. The laws of 
the Emperors were ftridlly enforced, and the 
civil adminiftration of Italy was ftill exercifed 
by the Praetorian praefe6l, and his fubordinate 
officers. Odoacer devolved on the Roman magi- 
ftrates the odious andoppreffive talk of colle6ling 
the public revenue ; but he referved for himfelf 
the merit of feafonable and popular indulgence'". 
Like the reft of the Barbarians, he had been in- 
ftruftedin the Arian herefy; but he revered the 
monaftic and epifcopal chara6lers ; and the 
filence of the Catholics attefts the toleration 
which they enjoyed. The peace of the city re- 

'^ The confular Fafii may be found in Pagi or Mvratori. The 
cpnfuls named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fepate^ appear 
to have been acknowledged in the Eafiem empire. 

'^ Sidonius Apollinaris (1. i. epift. 9. p. %%, edit. Shmond) has 
compared the two leadmg fenators of his time (A. D. 468]» 
Qennadius Ap^ienus a^d Caecina Baiilius. To the former he 
afiigns the fpecious, to the latter the folid, yirtues of public and 
private life. A. Baiilius junior, pofiibly his fon^ was c(mful in the 
year 480. 

'^^ Epiphamus interceded for the people of Pavia ; and the King 
iirfi granted an indulgence of five years, and afterwards relieved 
them from the oppreiTion of Pelagius, the Praetorian praefedl (£n- 
fiodius, .in ViU St.£pif^an. in Sirmond. Open tom.i* p. 16 79. 

quir^4 
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CHAP, quired ihe interpofiticHi of his prsfe£l Bafilius 
xxxvL in the choice of a Roman pontiff: the decree 
which reftrained the clergy from alienating their 
lands, was ultimately defigned for the benefit of 
the people, whole devotion would have been 
taxed to repair the dilapidations of the church *^^ 
Italy was protected by the arms of its conqueror; 
and its frontiers were refpeS;ed by the Barba- 
rians of Gaul and Germany, who had fo long 
infulted the feeble race of Theodoiius. Odoacer 
pafled the Hadriatic, to chaftife the aflaifins of 
the Emperor Nepos, and to acquire the mari« 
time province of Dalmatia. He pafled the 
Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from 
Fava, or Feletheus, Ki^g of the Rugians, who 
fadd his refidence beyond the Danube. The 
King was vanquiflied in battle, and led away 
prifoner j a numerous colony of captives and 
fubje^ts was tranfplanted into Italy; and Rome, 
alter a long period of defeat and diigrace, might 
claim the triumph of her Barbarian mafler ^^\ 
Miferabie Notwithflandiug the prudence and fuccefs of 
^®°^ Odoacer, his kingdom exhibited the £id pro- 
lpe£t of mifery and defolation. Since the age 
of Tiberius, the decay of agriculture had been 

'^ See Baronius, AnnaL Ecdef. A. D. 4S3. N** 10-^15. Sixteen 
years afterwards} the irregular proceedings dffiafifius were condemned 
by Pope Symmachus in a Roman fynod. 

'^ THe wars of Odoacer are condfely mentioned by Paul the 
Beacon (de Geft. Langobard^ Li. c. 19. p. 757. edit. Oot.)» and 
In the two Chronicles of Caffiodorius and Cufpinian. The life of 
St. Severxnusy by £ngippius» which the Count de Buat (Hift. des 
Beuples} &c. tom. viii. c. x. 4* 89 9.) has diligendy fhidied} illu& 
trates the ruin of Noricum and the Bavarian antiquitiei* 

felt 
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felt in Italy ; and it was ft juft fubje6l of complaint CHAP, 
that th^ life of the Roman people depended oa ^^^^^* 
the aiccidents of the winds and waves '^'. In the 
jdiyi&oati and decline of the empire, the tributary 
harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawir; 
the numbers of the inhabitants continually di- 
miniihed with the means of fubfiftence; and the 
country was exhauiled by the irretrievable lofles 
of war, fiimine"% and peftilence. St.Ainbrofe 
has deplored the ruin of a populous di(lri6l, 
'which had been once adorned with the flourtih'- 
ing cities of Bologna, Modena, Regium, and 
Placentia'^. Pope Gelafius was a fubje€t of 
Odoacer, and he affirms, with flrong exaggera- 
tion, thsiit in Emilia, Tufcany, and the adjaceiU^ 
provinces, the human fpecies was almoft extir^- 
pated '^\ The plebeians of Rome, who were 
fed by the hand of their mailer, perifhed or dis- 
appeared, as foon as his liberality was fupprefled; 
the decline of the arts reduced the induftrious 
mechanic to idlenefs and want; and the fenators, 
who might fupport with patience the ruin of 

^^ Tacit. Annal. iu. 53* The Recherches fur I'Adminiflration 
des Terres chez les Romains (p. 351 — 361.) clearly fiate the progrefk 
of internal decay. 

'^9 A famine, which afflicted Italy at the time of the irruption of 
Odoacer, King of the Heruli, is doquently defcribed in profe and 
verfe, by a French poet (Les Mois, tom. ii. p. 174. ao6. edit, in 
X2mo.). I am ignorant from whence he derives his information ; 
but I am well allured that he relates fome fadls incompatible with 
the truth of hiftory. 

'^ See the xxxixth epifile of St«Ambrofe, as it is quoted by 
Muratori, fopra le Antichiti Italiane, torn* i. Diflert. xxL p. 354. 

'^' JEmiliaf Tuicia, ceteneque provincise in quibus hominun^i 
prope nulluft exiiftit. Gclafius, £piiL ad Andromachuin, ap. Baro^ 
niumy Annal. Ecdef. A. Dt 496* N° 36. 

their 
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CHAP, their country, bewailed their private lofs of 
XXXVI. wealth and luxury. One-third of thofe ample 
eftates, to which the ruin of Italy is originally 
imputed *'♦*, was extorted for the ufe of the con- 
querors. Injuries were aggravated byinfults; 
the fenfe of aftual fufferings was embittered by 
the fear of more dreadful evils; and as new lands 
were allotted to new fwarms of Barbarians, each 
fenator was apprehenfive left the arbitrary fur- 
veyors Ihould approach his favourite villa, or 
his moft profitable farm. The leaft unfortunate 
were thofe who fubmitted without a murmur to 
the power which it was impoflfible to refift. Since 
they defired to live, they owed fome gratitude 
to the tyrant who had fpared their lives ; and 
fince he was the abfolute mafter of their for- 
tunes, the portion which he left muft be ac- 
cepted as his pure and voluntary gift '^^ The 
diftrefs of Italy was mitigated by the prudence 
and humanity of Odoacer, who had bound him- 
felf, at the price of his elevation, to fatisfy the 
demands of a licentious and turbulent multi- 
tude. The kings of the Barbarians were fre- 
quently refifted, depofed, or murdered, by their 
native fubjedls j and the various bands of 
Italian mercenaries, who affociated und^er the 

'^^ Verumque confkentibus, latifundia perdidere Italiain. Plin. 
Hift. Natur. jcviii. 7. 

^^^ Such are the topics of confolatioiiy or rather of patiencey 
which Cicero (ad FaroiliareS) lib. ix. Epift. 17.) fuggefts to his 
friend Papirius Paetus, under the military defpotifm of Csiar. The 
argument, however, of " vivere pulcherrimum duxi,*' is more for- 
cibly addrefled to a Roman philofophery who poflefled the free altenu- 
live of life or death. 

ftandard 
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llandard of an ele6l;ive general, claimed a larger chap. 
privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy ^°°^^^- 
deftitute of national union, and hereditary right, 
hailened to its diflblution. After a reign of four- 
teen years, Odoacer was opprefled by the fuperior 
genius of Theodoric, King of the Oftrogoths, a 
hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of 
government, who reftored an age of peace and 
^roiperity, and whofe name ftill excites and de- 
&rveft the attention of mankind. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

Origin fProgre/$^ andEjffeds of the ikfoTso/^ Life* 
'■^Converfion of the Barbarians to CkryUami^ 
and Ariani/m. — Perfecution of tJte Vandals in 
Jtfrica.'^Extindion of Ariani/m among the 
Barbarians. 



CHAP. 'T'HE indiflbluble connexion of civil and ec- 
^^^^^^* clefiaftical affairs, has compelled and en- 

couraged me to relate the progrefs, the perfecu- 
tions, the eftablifhment, the divifions, the final 
triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chrif- 
tianity. I have purpofely delayed the confide- 
ration of two religious events, interefting in the 
ftudy of human nature, and important in the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. I. The 
inftitution of the monaftic life'; and, II. The 
converfion of the northern Barbarians. 
1. The I. Prolperity and peace introduced the diftinc- 

MONAs- |.Jqjj Qf ^jjg x^ulgar and the Afcetic Chri/lians\ 
Origin of The loofe and imperfect pradtice of religion fa- 

the monks. 

' The origin of the monaftic inftitution has been laborioufly dif* 
cufled by Thomaiin (Difcipline de I'Eglife, tom. i. p. 14 19 — 1426.} 
and Helyot, (Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, tom. i. p. i — 66.). 
Thcfe authors are very learned and tolerably honeft, and their dif- 
ference of opinion dews the fubjedl in its full extent. Yet the 
- cautious Proteftanty who diftrufts any popiih guides^ may confult 
the feventh boolr of Bingham's Chriftian Antiquities. 

' See £ufeb. Demonftrat. Evangel. (1. i. p. so, ax* edit* Grsec. 
Rob* Stephanie Parisy 1S4S')* In his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory^ pub- 
liihed twelve years after the Demonftration^ Eufebius (1. ii. c. 17.) 
aflerts the Chriftianity of the Therapeutae; but he appears ignorant, 
tha^ a fimilar inftitutioa was actually revived in Egypt. 

tisfied 
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tisfied the confcience of the multifuide. The cha p. 
l^ioce or roagiftrate> the foldier or mierchant, re* 
conciled their fervent zeal, and implicit faiths 
with the exercife of their profeffion, the purfuit 
of their intereft, and the indulgence of their paf« 
iions : but the Afcetics, who obeyed and abofed 
the rigid precepts of the Gofpel, were infphred 
by the favage enthuiiafm, which reprefents man 
as a criminal, and God as a tyrant. They fe« 
rioufly renounced the bufinefs, and the pleafures, 
pf the age ; abjured the ufeof wine, of flefh, and 
of marriage ; chaftiied their body, mortified their 
dffe^ions, and embraced a life of mifery, as the 
price of eternal bappinefs. In the reign of Con- 
ftantine, the Afcetics fied from a profane and 
degenerate world, to perpetual iblitude, or reli» 
gious fociety. Like the firft Chriftian« of Jeru* 
lklem% th^ refigned the ufe, or the property, 
of their temporal pofTdOfiohs ; eflabliihed regular 
communities of the famefex, and a fimilar dif- 
pofition ; and aifumed the names of Hermits^ 
MonkSy and AmckoretSy expreffive of their lonely 
retreat in a natural or artificial defert. They 
ibon acquired the refpedi of the world, which 
they defpifed ; and the loudeft applaufe was be- 
fiowed on this Divine Philosophy % which fur- 

pafled, 

^ Cailan (CoUat* xviii. $,) daamt Uub origin for the infikutkia 
of the Canobitesi which gradually decayed till it was reftoped by 
Anthony and h^ difdplea. - 

ftXoerof («• Thefe are the expreffive words of Sozomeny who^ co- 
piottfly. and agreeably! defcribes (Li« c. z;() 159 14.) the origin and 

progreff 
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CHAP, paffed, without the aid of fcience or reafoti, the 
xxxvn. laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. The 
monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in 
the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death: 
the Pythagorean filence and fubmiffion were re- 
vived in their fervile difcipline; and they dif- 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, aE 
the forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to imi- 
tate a purer and more perfe6t model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert* ; and they reftored the devout and 
contemplative life, which had been inftituted by 
the Effenians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aftonifli- 
ment a fblitary people, who dwelt among the 
palm-trees near the Dead Sea; who fubfifted 
without money, who were propagated without 
women ; and who derived from the difguft and 



progrefs of this monkifh philolbphy (See Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclef. 
toin.u. p. 1 441.). Some modem writersy Liplius (torn. iv. p. 448^ , 
Manudu^. ad PhUofoph. Stoic, iil. i^J), and La Motlie le Vayer 
(torn. ix. de la Vertd des Payensy p. 228 — 262.)9 have compared 
the Carmelites to the Pythag;orean8^ and the Cynics to the Ca- 
puchins. 

^ The Carmelites denve their pedigree, in regular fuccefljon, 
£rom the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Beziers, AJD. 1682. m 
Bayle's Nouvelles de la Repu^lique des Lettres, (Euvres, torn. i. 
p. 82» &c« and the prolix irony of the Ordres MonafUques, an 
fnonymoua work, tom«i.. p. i — 453. Berlin, X75i.> Rome» 
and the inquilition of Spaiiiy filenced the profane cnticifm of the 
Jefuits of Fhmders (Hfylot» Hift des Ordres Monaftiques, 
torn. L p. 282 — 30o*)y and th^ fiatue of Elijah, 1^ Carmelite, hat 
been ereAed in the ahaxk dp St. Peter (Voyages du P. Labat, 
tom«iilp. 87.). 



repentance 
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repentance of mankind, a perpetual fupply of c H A p» 
voluntary aflbciates*. xscvi^. 

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, Antony 
afforded the firft example of the monadic life, and the 
Antony ^, an illiterate ^ youth of the lower parts E^t', ^ 
of Thebais, diftributed his patrimony % deferted A. D, 305. 
his family and native home, and executed his 
mqnajlic penance with original and intrepid fa- 
naticifm* Aflcr a long and painful noviciate, 
among the tombs, and in a ruined tower, he 
holdly advanced into the defert three days jour- 
ney to the eaftward of the Nile j difcovered a 

* Plin. Hlft. Natur. v. 15. Gens fola, et in toto orbe prseter 
ceteras mlra> fine ulla femina» omni venere abdicata^ fine pecuma> 
focia palmafum. Ita per leculorum millia (incredibile didlu) gens 
oetema efl in qua nemo nafcitur. Tain foecunda iUis aliorum vitse 
poenitentia eft. He. places them juft beyond the noxious influence of 
the lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the neareft towns. The 
Laura^ aiid monaflery of St. Sabasy could not be fat' diftant from this 
plaCe. See Reland. Paleftin. torn. i. p. 295. torn. iL p. ^6i• 874. 
B80. 890. 

' See Athanaf. Op. torn. ii. p. 450 — 505. and thft Vit. Patrum* 
p. 26—74. with Rofweyde's Annotations. The former is the Greek 
original;' the latter a very ancient Latin verfioii by Evagrius, the friend 
. of St. Jerom. 

" T^lxfjMTa /LIE9 [McQuv UK 9iys0-;^tTo. Athanaf. tom.ii. in Vit. St. An- 
ton, p. 452. ; and the aflertion of his total ignorance has been received 
by many of the ancients and modems. But Tillemont (Mem. £c- 
clef. torn. vii. p. 666.) ihews, by fome probable arguments, that Antony 
could read and write in the Coptic, his native tongue ; and that he 
was only a ftranger to the Greek letters. The philofopher Synefius 
(p. 51.) acknowledges, that the natural genius of Antony did not re- 
quire the aid of learning. 

• 5 Arura autem erant ei trecentse ulieres, et vald^ optimae (Vit. 
•Patr. i. i. p. 36.). If the Arura be a fquare meafure of an hundred 

Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onomafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. ioi4> 
1015.), and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two 

• Englifii inches (Graves, vol. i. p. 233.)> the arura mil confift of about 
' thfee quarters of an EogUih acre. 

VOL. VL R lonely 
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c H A F. lonely Q)ot, which poQbfTed the advantages of 
^3C3PCVg» Ihade and water, and fixed his laft refidence oh 
Mount Colzim, near the Red Sea; where an 
andent monaftery dill preferves the name and 
ctiemory of the ftint ^^ The curious devotion 
of the Chriflians purfued him to the defert; 
and when he was obliged to appear at Alexan- 
dria, in the face of mankind, he fupported his 
jfam^ with difcsetion and dignity. He enjoyed 
tbefiriendihip of Athahafius, whole doctrine he 
ap^oved ; and the Egyptian pea&nt refpe^b- 
. jy fUIIy declined a refpeftful invitation from the 
451—5^6. Emperor Conftantine. The venerable patriarch 
(jSot Antony attained the age of one hundred 
and five years) beheld the numerous prog^ty 
which had been formed by his example and his 
lefibns. The prolific colonies of monks multi-^ 
{ilied with raf^ increafe on the &nds of Libya, 
upon the rocks of Thebais, and in the cities of 
the Nile. To the fbuth of Alexandria, the 
, mountain, and adjacent defert, of Nitria, wer^ 
peopled by five thoufand anachorets ; and the 
traveHer may ftill invefligate the ruins of fifty 
inonaileries, which were planted in that barren 
foil by the difciples of Antony "• In the Upper 

'<" The ddcription of the mopafiery U given by Jerom. (tooui. 

p. 9489 S49* in Vk. l£larion^ and the P. Sicard (MHSoqt d« JLevant* 

'' t^n.y* p. 122— ;(0o.)« Their accounts cannot always be rtoon- 

ciled : the father painted from his fancyv and the Jefnit firom his e9* 

perience. 

" Jerom^ torn, u p»X46* ad Evftochium* Hifti Laufiac. c.^.. in 
Tit. Ftoum> p. 7x2. The P. Sidserd (Miflipns du Levant» Umu n* 
p. 29 — 79.) vifited) and has defcrihed^ this defisrty which now coa- 
talns four monafteries, and twenty or thirty monjks* See D'Aninlle» 
Defcr^oB de I'£gyptt> p. 74* 

Thebais, 
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Hiebais, the vacant ifland of Tabenne", wai chap* 
occupied by Pachomius and fourteen bun- ^ -^ 
dred of bis brethren. Tbat holy abbot fuc- 
eeffively founded nine monafteries of men, and 
one of women j and the feftival of Eailer fome* 
times collefted fifty thoufand religious perfons, 
who followed his angelic rule of difcipline '% 
The ftately and populous city of Oxyrinchus, 
the feat of Chriftian orthodoxy, had devoted 
the temples, the public edifices, and even the 
ramparts, to pious and charitable ufes ; and the 
bifhop who might preach in twelve churchesj 
computed ten thouiand females arid twenty 
thoufand males of the monaftic profeffion '% 
The, Egyptians, who gloried in this marvellqui^ 
revolution, were di^ofed to hope, and to be^ 
lieve^ that the number of the monks was equal 
to the remainder of the people '^; and pofterity 
might repeat the faying, which had formerly 
been applied to the fkcred animals of the fame 

" Tabeme it a fmall iiUad ia die Nile» in tlie diocefe of Tehtjtttt 
^Pendeniy between the modem town of Girgf;^ ^i)d**t]ie ruins, of 
^cient Thebes (D'Anvilley p. X94*)* M* de Tillemont doubts whether 
if was an iile ; but I suty conclude) frmn his owq 9k^9 tW the < ^rU 
•mitive name was afterwards transferred to the g^eat hxonafteryofBaH 
or Pabau(Mem.Ecclef..tom. vil. p,678. 688.)» . ' . r '" * 

' '^ See in the Codex Regularuiu (puUiflied 4>^ Lucas^ Molileniutf^ 
Bomey i66x.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin verOon of the Rule ,;, . ^ 

of F^omiuty torn. i. p. 6i. 

'♦ Rui}n« c.^. ,in Vit.JPatrwn, p. 459-^ He calk it civitas^«(y)Ia 
valde et populofity and reckons twelve churches. Strabo (l*-xvu. 
p. Ii6$.) and Ammianus {xXu, i6.) have made honourable mention 
of bxyrucbusy whofe inhabitants adored a fmall fifh m a magnificent 
temple. 

' '^ Quantl poputihabentur in m-bibus^ tanta pxne habentur in defertis 
xnultitudihes.mpnachorum* Rufin. c. 7. in Yit. Patrum> p.46i. 
He congratulates the fwtunate change. 

B 2 country^ 
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c H A ?• country, Thatj in Egypt, it was lefs difficult to 
xxxvn. find a gad, than a maq,. 

Pkx)paga- Athanafius introduced into Rome the know- 
tion of the ledge and praAice of the monaftic life ; and a 
Seat ^ fchool of this new philofophy was opened by 
Rome, the difciples of Antony, who accompanied their 
A.D. 341- primate to the holy threfhold of the Vatican* 
The ftrange and favage appearance of thefe 
Egyptians excited, at firft, horror and con- 
tempt, and at length applaufe and zealous 
imitation. The fenators, and more efpecially 
the matrons, transformed their palaces and 
villas into religious houfes ; and the narrow 
inftitution of ^ Veftals, was eclipfpd by the 
frequent monafteries, which were feated on .the 
ruins of ancient temples, and in the midft of the 
Roman Forum '^ Inflamed by the example of 
Hiiarion in AutoHy, a Syrian youth, whofe name was Hi- 
a!d!^28. l^rio^ '% fixed his dreary abode on a fandy beach, 
between the fea and a morafs, about feven miles 
from Gaza. The auftere penance, in which 
he perfifted forty-eight years, diffufed a fimilar 
enthufiafm ; and the holy man was followed by a 
train of two or three thoufand anachorets, when- 
ever he vifited the innumerable monafteries of 
Pontu?, Paleftine. The fame of Bafil '^ is immortal in the 
A^- 360. monaftic 

'^ The introduAion of the monaflic life into Rome and Italy^ 1$ 
occafionally mentioned by Jerom(tom.i. p. 119, izo, 199.)- 

'' See the Life dt Hiiarion, by St^Jerom (tom.i, p.24i, 25a.). The 
ilories of PauU Hilarion» and Malchus, by the fame author, ^re ad- 
mirably told ; and the only defeat of thefe pleafing compofitiofts it 
the vant of truth and common fenfe. 

'^ His original retreat was in a fmall village on the banks of the 
Iris; not far from Neo-Csefiurea. The ten or twevle yeard of his 

numaftic 
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monaftic hiftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that chap.' 
bad tailed the learning and eloquence of Athens ; xxxvh. 
with an ambition, fcarcely to be fatisfied by the 
archbifhopric of Caefarea, Bafil retired to a favage 
folitude in Pontus ; and deigned, for a while, 
to give laws to the fpiritual colonies which he 
profufely fcattered along the coaft of the Black 
Sea, In the Weft, Martin of Tours '% a foldier, Martin in 
an hermit, a biihop, and a faint, eftablifhed the 2d!*37q. 
monafteries of Gaul ; two thoufand of his dif- 
ciples followed him to the grave ; and his elo- 
quent hiftorian challenges the deferts of Thebais, 
to produce, in a more favourable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the 
monks was not lefe rapid, or univerfal, than that 
of Chriftianity itfelf. Every province, and, at 
laft, every city of the empire, was filled with 
their increafing multitudes ; and the bleak and 
barren illes, from Lerins to I^ipari, that arife out 
of the Tufcan fea, were chpfen by the anacho- 
rets^ for the place of their voluntary exile. An 
eafy and perpetual intercourfe by fea and land 
conne6led the provinces of the Roman world ; 
and the life of Hilarion difplays the facility with 
which an indigent hermit of Paleftine might tra- 

inonaftic life were difiurbed by long and frequent avocations. 
Some critics have difputed the authenticity of his Afcetic rules; 
but the external evidence is weighty, and they can only prove that i| 
is the work of a real or affeAed enthufiaft. . See TilJemont, Mem. 
ficclef. torn. ix. p. 636—644- Helyot. Hift des Ordres Monaffiques^ 
iom.i. p. 175 — 181. 

'^ See his Life, and the Three Dialogues by Sulpicius Sevsnis, 
ivho aflerU (Dialog, i. i6.]» that the bookfellers of Ronie were, de- 
lighted with the quick and ready iaie of his popular work*. 
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c Hj^ P. verfe %ypt, embark for Sicilyj «fcape io EpirtiSi 
and finally fettle in the ilknd of Gyptus ". The 
Latin Cliriftiiaiis embraiccd the regions inflituA 
tionsafRdriae. The Pilgrims, ^ho vifited Jetufa- 
lem^ eagerly jcopied^ in the moil diffant climates 
of the earth, the faithful model of the monafti<i 
life. The difciples of Antony fpread themfelves 
beyond the tropic, over the Chriftiami empire of 
^Ethiopia". Tile monaftery of Banchor*% in 
FHntihi^^ ^hich contained above two thoufand 
brethreh, diipe^d a numerous colony among th6 
Barbarjanis of Ii'eland^^} and lona, one of the 
Hebrides, which was planted by t;he Irifli monks, 
difftkfed over the northern regions a donbtfui ray 
of fcience and fuperilition *♦• 

. Thefe 

; ^ When Hilarion failed from Par^tdrnvm to Cape Padiyaus) he 
offered to pay his paffage with a bo<AL* of the GofpeU. Pofthuxnian^ 
a Gallic ^Bkonk) who had vifiteil Bgypty fouinl a Aierchant-ihip 
l^oimd from Alexandiia to MarfeiQes^ and poiformed the voyage m 
thirty days (Skilp. Sever. Dialog, i. z.). .Athanaiiu8>who addrefled his 
life of St. Atktbnf to the fmtign i^onb?, was ohliged to haften the 
<soiiipdiiddn» • tibfat it ihight be r^dy^ for the failing of the , fleets 
(torn. iL p. 45 1.). - , V ' < *. 

*' See Jerom (torn. 1. p. 196.), Aflemanni, Bibliot'. Orient., torn. iv. 
p. 92. p. S57-»9i^k and Oeddesy Chorch Hiftory bf ;^tfai«pia, p. 19^ 
309 3U The Abyffinian monks adhere very ftri^y to jd^ ]^imti>^ 
inftitudom 

" Cambden's Britannia^ vol. i. p. 6.66^ 667. 
^^ AH tliat learning can extnuft lirom the mbbi(h of the dark ages 
18 copioiiily Hated by Archbiihop Ufliert in his Britannicarum Ecclefi* 
irum Andquitatesy cap. xvi. p. 425-— 503. 

' ^ This fmall thou|;h not barren fpot, lona, Hy, or Columbkill, only 
bvo miles in length» and one tmVs in breadth» has been difimguiihe^ 
Sm By the monaftery of St. Columba^ founded A.D. 566; whofe 
jMot exeitiiled an extraordinary JuriiGiiStion over the biihOpsof 
Caledonia s ^. By a 4:iaff!e library, which afforded fbme hopes 
•f an endtte Xivy^ ai)^ 3. By the tmid» -xnf iixty king9> 

f 6 . * Scots, 
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, Thefe imbappy exiles from Jbcial life Vrere fcHAK 
impelled by thie dark and implacable genius of ^^]^ 
iUp^rftitton. Their mutual, resolution wasfup- caufesof 
ported by the example of millions^ of either lex, **®^^ 
of every age, and of every rank j and each pro- 
ffelyte, who entered the gates of a monaftery, was 
perfuaded, that he trod the fleep and thorny 
path of eternal happinefs^^ But the operation of 
thefe religious motives was varioufly determined 
•by the temper and fituation of mankind. Reafon 
Hiigbt fubdue, or paffion might fui|)end, their 
influence : but they a6led moft forcibly on the 
infirm minds of children and females; they were 
Itrengttiened by fecret remorfe, or accidental 
misfortune; and they might derive fome aid from 
the temporal confiderations of vanity or intefeft; 
It .was naturally iuppofed that the pious and 
humble monks, who had renounced the world, to 
accompliih the work of their Iklvation, were the 
beft qualified ^r the fpiritual government of the 
Chriftians. The reluctant hermit was torn from 
his cell, and ieated, amidil the acclamations of 
the people, on the epifcDpal throne: the mona^ 

BcotSf WSht and Norwegians ; who repofed in h^y ground. See 
Ufher (p* jxi* 360— 37o.)9 and Bnchanan (Rer.Scot; 1. u. p. 15 i edit* 
Iluddiiin]i.)i 

^ auyfoftom (m the firft tome of the Benedictine edition) ha^ 
confecratMl three books to die praiie and defence of the monaftic life* 
He is enoDuragedt hj the example of die ark> to prefumei diat none 
but die de^ (die monks) can poi&bly be laved (I. i. p*jss*5 6*> ^^c~ 
where indeed he becomes more mercifal (1. iii* p. 839 84.)» and allows , 
cfifitnmt degrees of gkuy^ like die fusy mooA» «nd ftars. In this lively 
ciiB4)8riibn of a king and ft monk (\,m. p. ji^^^tti.)^ htt flfpp6fei 
{whatis haidlyfak*) that the king wHI be nMe fpaafinglf rewwdtd and 
more rigofouily puniihed. V '' 

R 4 fteribs 
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CHAP, fleries of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the Eaft, fup- 
^ _ Ji plied a regular fiicceflion of faints and biftiops ; 
and ambition foon difcovered the fecret road 
which led to the poffeffion of wealth and ho- 
nours*^. The popular monks, whofe reputation 
was conne6led with the fame and fuccefs of the 
order, afliduoufly laboured to multiply the num- 
ber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated 
themfelves into noble and opulent families; and 
the fpecious arts of flattery and fedu6lion were 
employed to fecure thofe profely tes, who might 
beftow wealth or dignity on the tnonaftic profef- 
fion. The indignant father bewailed the Ibfs, 
perhaps, of an only fon^^ ; the credulous maid 
was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws oF'na- 
ture; [and the matron afpired to imaginary per- 
fedlion, by renouncing the virtues of domgftic 
life. Paula yielded to the perfuafive eloquence 
of Jerom ^^ ; and the profane title of mother-in- 
law of God^', tempted that illuftfious widow, to 

,^^ Thomafin (Dilcij^line d'Eglifey tQm. i. p. 142&-^^I46^>^ and 
Mabillon (Oeuyres Pofthumes, tom.ii. p. 115 — 158.J. The mpnks 
were gradually adopted as a part of the ecclefiaflical hierarchy. 

^7 Dr. Middleton (vol. i, p. no.) liberally cenfures the condu(5l 
and writings o£ Chryfpftom, one of the moft eloquent and fuccefsful 
adroca^es for the mon^ilic life. 

*^ Jeroin's devout ladies form a very confiderable portion of. his 
works: the particular treatife, which he ftyles the Epitaph of Paula 
(torn. i. p. 169 — I9a.)> is an elaborate and extravagant panegyric. 
, The exordium is ridiculouflly turgid: "If all the members of" my 
" body were changed into tongues, and if aU my limby refoimded 
<« with a hum^^^n voice, yet fliould I be incapable," ^. . 

'.^'^ S9crus Dei.efle cgepifti (Jer-om. tonu.i. p. 1401 ad Euftochium). 
Jluiinus (in .pieronyfii.^ Op. torn. rv. p. ^23.) whd was juftly fcan% 
da^zei alks, hipca^y,e^ary, From what. Pagan poet; fee. had ftolenai^ 
expreffion fo iriipious and abfurd ? .. ij . ;wj /u.. i . . 

:. /. . . .L confecratQ 
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cottfecrate the virginity of her daughter Eiifto- c H A P. 
xjhiuin. By the advice, and in the company, of xx xviL 
her fpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rorae and 
her infant fon ; retired to the holy village of Beth- 
lem ; founded an hofpital and four monafteries ; 
and acquired, by her alms and penance, an 
eminent and confpicuous ftation in the Catholic 
church. Such rare and illuftrious penitents were 
celebrated as the glory and example of their age j - 
but the monafteries Were filled by a crowd of ob- 
Tcure and abjedl ple}3eians% who gained in the 
cloyft^r much more than they had facrificed in 
the world. Peafants, flaves, and mechanics, 
might efcape from poverty and contempt, to a 
fafe and honourable profeffion j whofe apparent 
Jiardihips were mitigated by cuftom, by popular 
applaufe, and by the fecret relaxation of dif- 
cipline ^\ The fubje6ls of Rome, whoffe perfons 
and fortunes were made refponfible for unequal 
and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref- 
fion of the Imperial government; and the pufil- 
lanimous youth preferred the penance of a mo- 
paftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The' 

** Nunc autem veniunt pUrumque ad hanc profeflionem fervitutis 
Dei, et ex conditione fefvili, vel etiam liberati, vel propter hoc at 
Dominis liberati five Irberandi ; et ex vita ruftican^, et ex opifi- 
cum exei['citatione, et plebeio labore. Auguftin. de Oper. Monaeh. 
c. 22. ap. Thomaflin. Dircipliiie de I'EgUle, torn. iii. p. 1094. The 
Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius, o^vned that he led a more 
comfortable life :js a'm^nk, than as a fiiepherd." See Tillemont, 
Mem. Ecfclef. t6m. xhr. pl'679. - ' 

^* A Domii^an friar (Voyages du P. Labat, 'tom.i. p. 10.), 
who lodged at Cadiz in a convent of his brethren, fboa undefft<>od^ 
that their repofe was never interrupted by noi^ttr^^l 4evotio&^' 
jj quoiquo'n n^ laiiife pas de fonner pour I'edification du peuple.'* 

affrighted - 
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CHAP. afiHghted provincials of every rank, who fled be- 
^^^^^\ fore theBarbarianSyfound ihelter and fubfiftence^ 
whole legions were buried in thefe religious 
fan^tuaries ; and the fame caufe» which relieved 
the diftrefs of individuals, impaired the ftrengtb 
and fortitude of the empire ^\ 
Obcdienct The monaftic profeffion of the ancients ^* was 
^^^ an a6l of voluntary devotion. The inconftant 
fanatic was threatened with the eternal vengeance 
of the God whom he deferted : but the doors of 
the monaftery were ftill open for repentance. 
Thofe monks, whofe confcience was fortified by 
reaibn or pafBon, were at liberty to r^iume the 
character of men and citizens } and even the 
fpoufes of Cbrift might accept the legal embraces 
of an earthly lover ^^ The examples of fcandal, 
and the progrefs of fuperftition, fuggelled the 
propriety of more forcible reilraints. After a fuf* 

^' See a veiy fenfible preiace of Lucas Holftexdus to the Codex 
Regularum. The emperors attempted to fupport the obligation 
x>f public and private duties; but the feeble dykes were fwept 
away by tVie torrent of fiiperftition ; and Juftinian furpafled the mdl 
langttine wiihes of the monks (Thomaffitty tom.i« p.Z782—- 1799^ 
and Bilighamy 1. vii* c. 3. p. 25 S*)- 

^* The monaftic infUtutions, particidariy thofe of ^gypt» about 
the year 400» are defcribed by four curious and devout travellers ; 
Rufittus (Vit* Patrumy 1. iL iii. p^ 424*— 536.)^ PofUiumian (Snlp» 
Sever. Dialog. i.)» Palladius HiiL Laufiac. in Vlt. Pltrum^ p. 709 — 
863.)» and Caffian (fee in torn. viL Bibliothec. Max; Patniro> his 
four firft books of InltituteSf and the twenty^four, Collations 01* 
CoUferences). 

^^ The eiU^ple of Makhus (Jetom. toswi, p»<ts^*)» and the 
deiign of Caffian and his friend (CoUation xjuv« !•), are inconr 
te^le pfook of theit fl^eedOm ; which is degsody defcribed by 
Erafinus in his Life of St. Jerom« See Chardobf Hift* des Sacremensf 
took vi. p. s7^-»3oo* 

ficient 
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ficient trials the fidelity of the novice was fecured chap. 
by a folemn and perpetiual vow ; and his irrevo- xiQcm 
cable engagement was j'atHled by the laws of the 
church and ftate. A guilty fugitive was purfued, 
arrefted and feftored to his perpetual prifqn; and 
the interpofition of the magiftrate opprefled the 
freedom and merit, which had alleviated, in fome 
degree, the abjedt flavery of the monadic diC 
cipline^*. The a6tions of a monk, his words^ 
and even his thoughts, were determined by an 
inflexible rule", or a capricious fuperior: the 
flirted oflfences were corredled by difgrace or 
confinement, extraordinary fafi:s or bloody flagel* 
lation; and difobedience, murmur, or delay^ 
were ranked in the catalogue of the moft heinous 
fins ^^ A blind fubmlffion to the commands of 



^ Sec the Iaw$ of Juftinian (Novel, cxxtiu N' 41,), and of 
Lewis the Pious (in the hiilorians of France^ tonii^ vi. p. 4:i7>i» 
and the aAual jurifprudence of France^ in DenifTart (I>ecifion$» &c. 
tom^ir.'p. 855* &C.). 

^' The ancient Codex Regularumy coUed^ed by Benedick Ania- 
ninusy the reformer of the monks in the beginning of the ninth 
century^ and publilhed in the feventeettth) by Lucas ifoUkemuii 
contains thirty difierent rules for men. and women. Of thefe^ 
feven were compofed in £gypt> one in the Eafty one in Cappado- 
cia> one in Italy^ one in Afnca> four in Spain> eight in GanU or FnuKOi 
and one in England. 

^ The rule of Columbanusy fo prevalent in the Wefty inflid^s 
one Jiundred laihes for very flight offences (Cod. Reg* part ii. 
p. X74-)i Before the time of Charlemagne^ the abbots indulged 
themielves in mutilating their monks^ or putting out their eyes; 
a puniibment ihuch lefs cruel than the tremendous 'voih in pate 
{ihe fubterraneous dungeon, or fepulchre)^ which was aUterwardi 
invented. See ^n admhable difcourfe of the learned Mabillon 
(Oeuvres Pofihumes, tom.ii. p. 3 a z-— 336.); whoy on this occafion^ 
iaitnB to be infp&red by die genius of humanity* For fuch an 
ellort) I can forgive his defence of the holy tear of Vendome 
{p. 361— 399^> 

the 
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CHAP, the abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal, 
XXXVIL they might feem, was the ruling principle, the 
firft virtue of the Egyptian monks ; and their 
patience was frequently exercifed by the moft 
extravagant trials. They were dire6ted to remove 
an enormous rock ; affiduoufly to water a barren 
ftaff, that was planted in the ground, till, at the 
end of three years, itfhould vegetate andbloflbm 
like a tree; to walk into a fiery furnace ; or to 
call their infant into a deep pond : and feveral 
faints^ or madmen^ have been immortalized in 
mpnaftic (lory, by their though tlefs, and fearlels, 
obedience". " The freedom of the mind, the 
fource of every generous and rational fentiment, 
was deftroy^d by the habits of credulity and 
fubmiflion ; and the monk, contra6ling the 
vices of a flave, devoutly followed the faith and 
paffions of his ecclefiaftical tyrant. The peace 
pf the Eaftern church was invaded by a fwarm of 
fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or hu- 
manity ; and the Imperial troops acknowledgedj^ 
without fhame, that they were much lefs appre-- 
henfive of an encounter with the fierceft Barr 
barians ^\ 

37 Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. la, 13. p. 53a> &c. Oaffian. Inftitut* 
1. iy. c. ^6, 27. " Praecipua ibi virtus et prima eft obedientia." 
Among the verba feniorum (in Vit. Patrum, L v. p. 617.), tho 
fourteenth libel or difcourfe is on the fubjedl of obedience; and 
the JefuJt Rofweyde, who publiflied that huge volume for the ufej 
of convents, has coUeded all the fcattered paflages in ]ds two 
copious indexes. 

^^ Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical. Hiftory, vol.ir. p. l6x.X 
has obferved the fcandalous valour of the . Cappadociaja monk^ 
which was exemplified in the banilhment of Chryfofto^^. 

Super* 
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SuperflitioQ has often framed and confecrated c H A P^* 
thefantaftic garments of the monks ^'z but their ^^^^ 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from Theirdreft 
their uniform attachment to a fimple and primi- and habi- 
tive model, which the revolutions of falhion 
have made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. 
The father of the Benedidlines exprefsly dif- 
claims all idea of choice or merit ; and foberly 
exhorts his difciples to adopt the 'coarfe and 
convenient drefs of the countries which they 
may inhabit ^. The monaftic habits of the an- 
cients varied with the climate, and their mode 
of life; and. they aflumed, with the fame indif* 
ference^ the iheep-lkin of the Egyptian pea- 
fants, or the cloak of the Grecian philofophers. 
They allowed themfelves the ufe of linen in 
Egypt, where it was a cheap and domeftic ma- 
nufadture ; but in the Weft, they rejected fuch 
an expenfive article of foreign luxury *% It was 
the practice. of the monks either to cut or (have 
their hair ; they wrapped their heads in a cowl, 
to efcape the fight of profane obje6ls; their 
legs and feet were naked, except in the ex- 
treme cold of winter ; and their flow and feeble 
fteps were fupported by a long ftaff. The af- 
peft of a genuine anachoret was horrid and 
dilgufting : every fenfation that is offenfiive to 

^ Caifian has (imply, though copioufly, defciibed the monaftic 
habit of Egypt flnftitut. 1. i.), to vrhich Sozomen (J.iii. c. 14.) 
attiibutes fiich allegorical meaning and virtue. 

♦° Regul. Beoedidl. N^ ss* i" Cod. Rcgul. part ii. p. 51. 

^' See the Rule of Ferreolus, bifhop of Ufez (N'31. in Cod, 
Regul. partii. p. 136.), and of Ifidore, bifliop of Seville {N' 13. in 
Cpd. Regul. part. ii. p. 2x4.}* 

man, 
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CHAP, tnan^ was thought acceptable to God; stud 
xxxvn. the angelic rule of Tabenne condemned the 
falutary cuftom of bathing the limbs in water, 
and of annointing them with oil ^% The aiiilere 
monks flept on the ground, on a hard mat, or 
a rough blanket : and the fame bundle of palm- 
leaves ferved t&em as a feat in the day, and a 
pillow in the night. Their original cells^3»^re 
low narrowliuts, built of the flighteft maferials } 
which formed, by the regular diilribution of the 
ftreets, a large and populous village, inclofing 
within the common wall, a church, an hofpttal; 
perhaps a library, fome neceflary offices, a> 
garden, and a fountain or refervoir of freih 
water. Thirty or forty brethren liompofed a 
family of iieparate djfcipline and diet ; and the 
great monafleries of Egypt confided of thirty or 
forty families* 
Tkeir diet. Fl^fure and guilt are fynonymous terms in 
the language of the monks ; and they had di£i 
covered, by experience^ that rigid fafts and alK 
ilemious diet^ ate the mod effectual prefer- 
vatives againft the impure defires of the 
flefli ♦^ The rules of abftinence, which they 

^ Some partial indulgeocei yrete granted for the hands and feet» 
<* Totum autem corpus nemo unguet nifi caufk infinnitatis» nee 
<* lavabitnr aqui nudo coq>ore» nifi languor perfpicuus fit/' (Regul* 
Pachom. xcii. part i. p. 78*) 

^ St. Jerom* in firong» hut indifcf«et> langnage^ expinefles tJie moil 
important ufe of fading and abftinence: ^ Kon quod Deus univerfi- 
** tatis Creator et Pominus^ intefiinorum noftronim rugitd» et inani-» 
tate ve&trisy pulmonifque ardore deie^atur* fed quod aliter pudi- 
** citiatuta elle nonpofiit.'' (Op. tom«i. p.r37» ad Enfiodiiam.'' 
See the twelfth and twenty-fecond Collations of GaiBany tie ClaJHtatei 
and ie llUtfionibtis No^rnh. 

impofed^ 
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impofed, 01^ pra6tifed, were not uniform or per- C H A B. 
petual : the cheerful feftival of the Pentecoft ^-^^'^* 
was balanced by the extraordinary mortification 
of Lent : the fervour of n6^w monafteries was 
infenfibly relaxed ; and the voraciotis appetite 
of the Gaul9 could not imitate the patient and 
temperate virtue of the Egyptians *^ The 
difciples of Antony and Pachomius were fatis- 
fied with th^ir daily pittance ^% of twelve ounces 
of bread, or rather bifcuit ♦% which they di- 
vided into two frugal pepafls of the afternoon 
and of the evening. It was' efteemed a merits 
and ahnofl a duty, to abftain from the boiled 
Vegetables, which were provided for the re- 
fe^ryj but the extraordinary bounty of the 
abl>pt fometimes indulged them with the luxury 
of cheefe, fruit, lallad, and the fraall dried 
fifli of the Nile *\ A more ample latitude of 

^ Edacittis in Graecis'^l^ ek in GaHis natura (Dialog, i. c.4» 
|i»59X*}« CS^ffiaa hkly owns^ that the perfedl model of ahftinence 
cannot be unhated in Gauly on account of the aerem temperiesi and 
the qualitas noftrse firag^tatit (Inftitut. iv. lu), Among the Weftem 
Aileay that q( Columbanus h the voqH saiAere ; he had been educated 
amidft the poverty of Ireland^ as rigid perhaps, and inflexible^ as the 
abfiemious virtue of Egypt. The rule of Ifidore of Seville is tla 
mildeft: on holidays he allows the u(e of flefh. 

^ ^ Thnfe who drink only miter, and have no nutritious liquort 
¥ ought at leaft to have a pound and a half (tweuty-fiur otmces) of 
^ bread every day." State of Prifons, p« 40. by Mr. Howard. 

^' ^ Cafllan, CoUat. L ii. Z9» ao, 91. The fnuJl loaves, or bif« 
ouity of fix ounces each, had obtained the name of Paximacia (Rof- 
v«yde» Ononuftiicon» p* ^045*). Padiomius, however> allowed his 
Itaonki ftme latitude in the quantity of their food ; but he made them 
v6rk in proportion as they eat (Pa^ad* In HilL Laufiac. c* 3S, 39. id 
\itiPatnun> 1. viii. p. 736, 737.). 

^7 See the banquet to which Cafiian (Coll^tkin viii. J.) i«as intited 
by Secenusy an Egypdinabbot. 

. » I fea 
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c H A A fea and river fifli was gradually allowed or 
^^^ aflhmed ; but the ufe of flefh was long confined 
to the fick or travellers ; and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monafteries of Europe^ 
a Angular diftin6lion was introduced ; as if 
birds, whether wild or domeftic, had been lefs 
profane, than the groffer animals of the field. 
Water was the pure and innocent beverage of 
the primitive monks ; arid the founder of the 
Benediiftines regrets .the daily portion of half 
a pint of wine, which had been extorted from 
him by the intemperance of the.age;*^ Such 
,an allowance might be eafily fupplied by the 
vineyards of Italy; and his vi6lorious dif- 
ciples, who paffed the Alps, the Rhine, and 
the Baltic, required, in the . place of wine, 
an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer or 
cyder. 
Their Hu- The Candidate who afpired to the virtue of 
bow- ^* evangelical poverty, abjured at his firft entrance 
into a regular community, the idea, and even 
the name, of all feparate or exclufive poffeC 
fion *'. The brethren were fupported by their 
manual labour; and the duty of labour was 

^ See the Rule of St.Benedi<a (N' 39, 40. in Co4. Reg. part ii. 
p. 41, 42.). Licet legamus vinum otnnino monachorum non efle, fed 
quia noflris temporibus id monachis perfuaderi non poteil ; he allows 
them a Roman heminaf a meafure which may be afcertained from Ar- 
buthnot's Tables. 

'♦^ Such expreflions, as my book, mjr cloak, my (hoes (Caffian. Iit- 
ftliut. 1. iv. c. 13.) were not lefs feverely prohibited among the Weftem 
monks (Cod. Regul. partii. p« 174. %i's> 288.); and the Rule of Co- 
lumbanus puniihed th^m with fix - lalhes. The ironical author 6C- 
the Ordres Monaftiqutsi who laughs at the fcx)lifh nicety, of modem 
c^nvents^ feems ignorant that the ancients were equally abfurd. 

I ftrenuoufly 
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ftrenUoufly recommended as a penance^ a» an char 
exercife^ and as the moft laudable means rffe- ,^^"^^: 
curing their daily fubfifterice*% The garden, 
and fields, which the induftry of the monks had 
often refcued from the foreft of the mofais, were 
diligently cultivated by their hands* They per* 
formed, without relu6i;ance, the menial offices of 
fiaves and domeflicS) and the feVeral trades thai 
were neceffary to provide their habits, their uten* 
fils, and their lodging, wefe exercifed within the 
precinAs of the greait monalberied. The monadic 
ftudies have tended, for the mod party to darken 
rather than to dilpel, the cloud of fuperiUtion* 
Yet the curioiity or zeal of fome learned Iblita* 
ries has cultivated the ecclefiaftical, and even tlie 
profane, fciences : and pofterity muft gratefully 
acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and 
Roman literature have been preferved and muU 
tiplied by their indefatigable petis ^\ But the 
mote humble induftry of the monks, efpecially 
in Egypt, was contented with the iilent, feden*- 

' ^ Two great maAert of eeckfiaftloal icience^ the P. Thomafiii 

iDIfcipIine de l'£glife» torn. iiL p. 1090 — Ii39*)» and the P. Ma- 
)iIIon (Etudes Monaffiques, torn. L p. It6 — i55.)f have ferioufly 
examined the manual labour of the monks^ which the fonner confi- 
4en as VL-mhitf wd the latter as a SiHjk 

'' MibiMoB (Kto^s M^yftaftlques, lorn, k p. 41-^35^) hto ttU 
leAed rnaivjr curkms h£k3 to juftiiy the literftry laboiin of his pt^ 
docfiflivs, Mth ih the Baft and VML Booka Mr«fe copied In the 
ancient monafteries of Egypt (Caflian. InfUtut.- 1. iv« e. tt«)^ and 
hy f^ <fi^iple8 ef 8t* Martiti (Suip» Sever, hi Vit. Mkr^n. c. 7. 
V* 4t^*> CilfioderitM has allowed afi alnfjle fi^ope fyt the Ibdiea 
w the ttiOeksi artd «« ftair n«t be ican4liknzed> if their pen 
(dnM^tues wanaeTHl kfm dn^yMoih and Augtitlfo, it Hmut^ and 

VOL. VI. , 8 fary. 
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c HA P. tary, occupation, of making wooden fandalsV of 
't^ -^T^'^ of twifting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and bafkets. The fuperfluous ftock, which was 
not confumed in domeftic ufe, fupplied, by trade; 
the wants of the community : the boats of Ta- 
benne, and the other monafleries of Thebais, de- 
fcended the Nile as far as Alexandria ; and, in 
a Chriftian market, the fan6lity of the workmen 
might enhance the intrinfic value of the work. 
Their • But the neceffity of manual labour was infen* 
wchcs. fibly fuperfeded. The novice was tempted to 
bellow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life j 
and the pfernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceffions of legacy or inheritance ^\ Melania 
contributed her plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of filver ; and Paula contracted an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
monks; who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and penance to a rich and liberal fin* 
ner". Time continually increafed, and acci- 
dents could feldom diminifii, the eftates of the 
popular monafteries, which fpread over the ad^ 

'^* Thomafiin (Difciplix\p de i'Eglifey tom^iii. p. ii8. 1459 146^ 
.171 — X79*) has examinied the revolutieii of the civil, canon^ and 
xommonr law* Modern France confirms the desith which, monks 
•have infliiSled on themfelvesy and juftly deprives them^of all right 
of inheritance* 

, ^^ See Jerom (tQm.i. p. 176. 183.). The monk Pambo made a 
'fublime anfwer to Melania» who wiihed to fpecify the value of her 
gift: .<< Do you ofier it to me» or to GodPIf.to God> HE who 
.^ fufpends the niount9ins in a balance^ n^ not be informed, of 
<< the weight of your plate/' (Pallad. Hift Laufiac. c* xo. in dyt 
yit. j^atrum, 1. viii. p. 7x5.). 

^ ^ ' ^ ^ jaCfent 
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jacent country and cities: and, in the flrft.cen* c H A P^ 
tury of their inilitution, the infidel Zofimus has >^ ?^ 
malicioufly obferved, that, for the benefit of the 
poor, the Chriflian monks had reduced a greut 
^art of mankind to a flate of beggary ^\ As 
long as they maintained their original fervour, 
they, approved themfelves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent fie wards of the charity which 
.was entrufled to their care. But their difcipline 
.was. corrupted by profperifey: they gradually 
aflumed the pride of wealth, and at lafl indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
jraight be exculed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worfhip, and the decent motive of erecting 
durable habitations for an immortal :fociety> 
But every age of the church has accufed thef 
Jicentioufnefs of the degenerate monks : . who 
DO longer remembered the object of their inftitun 
tion, embraced the vain and fenfual pleafures of 
the worldj which they had renounced", and 
fcandalQufly abufed the riches which had been 
acquired by the auftere virtues of their found- 

' 5^ To woXw pp^ rns ym oMMtaamt mfi^affu mj /Jtrra^ilovoM ^aarrm 
-rtrrwxoKf wan-flftj (wj wrw) «rr«xw Mfclarwravlsj. Zofiiiiy 1. v. p. ^25*. 
Yet the wealth of the Eaftern monks was far furpafled by the princol/ 
greatnefs of the Benedictines. 

^^ The fixth general council (the Quinifext in Trullo, Canon xlvii. 
in Beveridge^ torn. i. p. aij.) reftrains women from paffing the night 
Ui a male» or men in a female, monaftery. The feventh general^ 
qomicil (the fecond Nicene, Canon xx. in Beveridge, tom.i. p^aaj.)^ 
pfohibitt the erection of double or promlfcuous monafteries of both 
fexe9; but it appears from Ballamon> that the prohibition t^ not'' 
•Sedhud.. On the irregular pleafures and expenccs of tht dexgy and 
nt9niJ9^ Thomaffin, toin.iii. p. i334-r'36*» 

. ' • .. s a ers. 
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6 H A P. efs5^ Their natural defcent, from fuch painful 
^^^^^ 8i^d dangerous virtue, to the common vices of 
humanity, will not, perhapfs, excite much grief or 
indignation in the mind of a philofopher. 
Their fo- The livcs of the primitive monks were con- 
^^"^^* fumed in penance and folitude; undifturbed by 
the varioua occupations which fill the time, and 
e^tercife the faculties, of reafonable, a6live, and 
fbcial beings* Whenever they were permitted 
to ftep beyond the precin6ls of the monaftery, 
two jealous companions were the mutual guards 
andQ)iesof each others afilions; and, aft^r their 
return, they were condemned to forget, or, at 
leaft, to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or 
heard in the world. Striangers, who profeflfed 
the onhodcfyi faith, \^ere hofpitably elitertaifted 
in a fepdrate apartment ; but their dangerous 
cbnverfation was reftrifited to fome chofen elders 
of approved difcretion and fidelity. Except in * 
iheir prefence, the monafl^ic flav^ might not 
feceive the vifits of bis friends or kindred; and 
^it was deemed highly nieritorioas, if he aiflifited 
a tender fifter, or ail aged parent, by the obfti- 
»ate refulal of a word or look ". The monks 
themfelves paffed their lives, without perfbnal 



, ** I have (bmewhere heard or read fhe frank confeflion ot a Bene-; 
cCdHne abbot: •< My vow of poverty has giv6n me Aft htindr^ 
<* thoufand crowns a year; my Vbw of obedience hasraifed imt 
« to the rank of a fovereign prince/' — ^I forget the cOfifequen&esr 
of his vow of chaHity. 

^7 Fior> aa Egyptian znonk> allowed his fifler to tee hun : but lie 
ihut his eyes during the whole vifit. See Vit* Patsum> L iii* p*504. 
Many fuch examples might be added* 

' attach* 
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Uttachmeots, among a crowd, which bad been C li a p. 
formed by accident, and was detained, in the ^^t:^^ 
fame prifon, by force or prejudice. Reclufe fa- 
natics have few ideas or fentiments tp commu- 
nicate } a fpeci^ licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar vifits ; 
and, at thei;* filent meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowl^ inacc^f&ble, and almoft invifible, 
to each other *% Study is the refource of foil- 
tude : hut education had not prepared and qua* 
lilted for any ],3)eral itudies the mechanics and 
pe^nts, who filled the, nu>nailic communities^ 
They nx^giht work : but the vanity of fpiritual 
perfection was tempted to diiUain tb^ exerdife 
of manual labour ; and the induftry mud he faint 
and languid, which is not e:x;cited by the fenle 
of perfonal intereft. 

According to their faith and zeal, tjb^y n^ight Their de- 
employ the day, whjch they pafled in their cefla, ^^ 
eitheir in vocal c^ mental prayer : they aflembled 
in the evening, ^d they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worfhip of the monaftery. 
The precife moment was determined by the ftars, 
which are feldom clouded in the feren^ &y of ^ 
Egypt ; and a niftic born or trumpet, the fignal 
of devotion, twice interrupted the'vaft filence o£ 
the defert **. Even fleep, the laft refuse of the 

»' The 7th« Stli> »9^h, 30th» siAt 34tib 57th» 6oi^ Sdtii^aod^^ 
articles of the Rule c^ Paehomiusy impoieaiiift imokmbte iawj «f 
filence and mortification. 

'' The diurnal and no^Unsjil piviyif^ o£ the mookj vt cmpLaoHy 
^u0ed by Cafllan in the third aod foimh books dP his InAitu- 
tjcns; .and he cqniliHiUy prefers the litwf^i ^Akk a» aagel had 
di<Stated to the mcma^toi^ oi Tabenatb 

s 3 unhappy. 
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CHAP, unhappy, was rigoroufly meafiired ; the vacant 
^ Z^ hours of the raonk heavily rolled along, with- 
out bufinefs or pleafure; and before the clofe of 
each day, he had repeatedly accufed the tedious 
progrefs of the fun*°. In this comfortlefs ilate, fu- ' 
perftition ftill purfued and tormented her wretch- 
ed votaries *\ The repofe which they had fought 
. in the cloifter was diflurbed by tardy repentance, 
-profane doubts^ and guilty defires ; and, while 
they confidered each natural impulfe as an un- 
pardonable fin, they perpetually trembled on the 
^dge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. From 
the painful ftruggles of difeafe and defpair, thefe 
unhappy vi6lims were fometimes relieved by mad- 
riefs or death ; and, in the fixth century, an hoP 
pital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmall portion 
of the auftere penitents, who were deprived of 
tjiieir fenfes **• Their yifions, before they at- 
tained this extreme and acknowledged term of 
frenzy, have afforded ample materials of fuperna- 
tural hiftory. It was their firm perfuafion, that 



' *° Caffian» from his own experience^ defcribes the acedia^ or 
Uftleflhels of mind and body to which a monk wals ezpofed^ when 
he fighed to find himfelf alone. Sspinfque egreditur et ingreditur 
celh^9 et Solem velut ad occafum tardius properantem crebrius 
intuetur (Infiitut. X. I.). 

^' The temptations and fufferings of Stagirius ^were communi- 
cated by that unfortunate youth to his friend St. Chryfoftom. See 
Middleton's V^Torks^ vol.i. p. 107 — no. Something fimilar intro- 
duces the life of every faint; and the famous Inigo^ or Ignatius* 
fke founder of the Jefuits (Vide d'Inigo de Guipofcoa^ tom. i. p. 2^ 
•—38.) may ferve as a memorable example. 

• ^* Fleury^ Hift. £cclefiaftique> tom. vii. p. 46* I have rekd 
lbmewhere» in the Vitse Patrum, but I cannot recover the pkce^ 
Ijbat /nferaly I believe manyt of the monks, who did not reveal th^ 
ttmptationt to the abbot» became guilty of filicide* • 

t\ *. •' ^ « the 
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the air which they breathed, V;ras peopled with CHAR 
itivifible enemies; with innumerable daemons, ^^^^ 
who watched every occafion, and affumed every 
form, to terrify, and above all to tempt, their 
unguarded virtue. The imagination, and even' 
the fenfes, were deceived by the illufions of (Jift 
tempered fanaticifm ; and the hermit, whofe mid- 
night prayer was oppreffed by involuntary flum- 
ber, might eafily confound the phantoms of 
horror or delight, which bad occupied his fleep- 
ing, and his waking dreams '^K '- 

' The monks were divided into two claifes : the The Ca- 
'Cosnobites. who lived under a common, and re- "^**f* 

' ' and Ana* 

gular, difcipline ; and the Anachorets^ who in- diorets. 
dulged their unfocial, independent fanaticifm ^\ 
The moft devout, or the moft ambitious, of the * 
fpiritual brethren, renounced the convent, as they 
had renounced the world. The fervent moha- 
fleries of Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were fur- 
rounded by a Laura ^\ a diilant circle of folitary 

^^ See the feventh and eighth Collations of Ca(Iian» who gravely 
examines^ why the diemons were grown lefs adlive and numerous 
fince the time of St. Antony* Rofweyde's copious index to the 
Vitae Patrum will point out a variety of infernal fcenes. The devilji 
were moft formidable in a female fhape. 

^^ For the diftin<5lion of the Qenobites and the f&rmiVj) efpedally 
in £gypt> fee Jerom'(tom;i. p. 45* ^ Rufiicum) the firil Dialogue 
of Sidpicitts Sevenisy. Rufinus (c. la. in Vit. Patrum, L iL p. 478.)^ 
Paladius (c. 7. 69. in Vit. Patrum, 1. viiL p. 71a. 758.), and above * 

ally the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Caffian. Theft 
.wnters, who compare the common, and folitary life, reveal the 
abufe and danger of the latter. 

"' Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclefiaft. torn. ii. p. 205. az8. Thomaifi^ 
(Difcipline de I'Eglife, tom. i. p. Z50Z, I502t.) gives a good account 
of thd[e cells. When Geraiimus founded his monaftery^ in the wiU 
demeis o£ Jordan, it was accompanied by a Laura of icventy. cells./ \ 

8 4 cells; **^ 
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CHAT. cblW; Itnd thefixtrayagantpenafioeoftheHernutt 
3^3mL ^|i3ftii»yla^tedbyApplaufeandeinula4ion*^ They' 
ijtmk un4er tbe painful weight of croflfas ao<i 
cbmps.j ^ij4 their emjuciatedliinb« wereconjSaed 
by coUavB, bracelets, g%untlet»« asd gififtves, oC 
taafly. and rigid iroia. AU iUp^'ftuous incum^ 
brancjB of dref? tl>^y cootenjptuojufly caft away j 
a^d fome favage faints of both fexes bava bisen 
admired, whofe naked bodies were only covered by 
their longhair. Theyafpired to reduce th«mfejve» 
to the rude and miferable date in which the hn^ 
mm \^Tixt^iSf{^2^rf:e\y diftinguiihed above hi^ kin- 
dred animals ; and a numerous ie^t of Anachpcets 
derived their name from their humble pra^Jce of 
graising in the field§^ of Mefqpotamia witb th^ 
cpfnmon herd*^ They often ufurped thedren of 
jCbflfie wild beaft whom they affected to refemWe ; 
they buried tbemfelves in fome gloomy cavern 
which art or nature had iCcooped out of the rock ; 
and the:marMe quarries, of Thebais are ftili ior 
fcribed with the monuments of their pe^ance**^ 
The moft perfeft hermits are fuppofed to liave 
pafled many days without food, many nights 
without ileep, and many years without fpeaking ; 

^ Tlieodoret) in a large Yokiine /(the -PhSotfaeus in Vit. Patrnmt 
l.ix,p. 793— 865.) has coUedtd the lives and miracles oi thirty 
Anaohorets. Evagrius (L i. c. t%.) tnore briefly celebratea the monks 
^and hermits of Paleftine. 

'^7 Sozomen, 1. .vi. c. 33. The great St. Ephrem compofed a pa- 
niegyric on thefe Botrxoif or grazing monks (TiiIemont» Mem. Ecdef. 
tom.vm. p. 292.). 

^ The P. Sicard (Miffions du Lerant^ torn. ii. p. 217—233.) 
"CKtmined the caverns of the Lower Hkebais with wonder and de- 
votion^ The infaripdons are ki the old Synac chara^eri which was 
«fedb3rtheChrmi««afH.byffinia. 

and 
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and glorious was the man (I abufe that name) c h A p.) 
who contrived any celt, or feat, of a peculiar tfj^^^ 
conftru3;ion, which might expofe him, in tbe; 
moft inconvenient poiture, to thQ inclem^^cy: 
Qf the feafoQS. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftie life, the Simeos 
name and genius of Simeon Stylites *' have b?en ^^^J^.^ 
immortalized by the fingjilar invention of ano95— 45x- 
aerial penance. At the age of thirteen, the 
yoyng Syrian deferted the profeffion of a fliep^ 
herd, 3^d threw himfelf into an auftere mo^(^ 
tery. After a long and painful noviciat€[, in 
which Simeon was repeatedly i^ved fr^m pioua 
fuicide, be eflablilhed his refidence on a moun- 
tain about thirty or forty miles to the eaft of 
^jpl^ioch. Within the fpace of a mandaratj or 
^\K^ of Hones, to which he had att^^cb^ himr 
ielf fay a ponderous chain, he afcended a eoliMiiQ» 
which was CUcceilively raifed from the hejgti^ •€£ 
i^ine, t^ that of fixty, feet fi:om the grow^d ^% 
Jn this laft^ and lofty, iitation, the Syrian Anaf« 
choret refilled the lii^t of thii ty funomers, and 
the cold of as mwy winters. Habit and t%^r^^ 
i|i/l;rM6ted him to maintain his dangerous (ituat . 
tion without fear or giddinefs, and fucoeffively to 
affume the difFcirent pofture$ of devotion* He 
fometimes prayed in an ^e£): attitude, with bis 

^ See Theodoret (In Vit. Patnim, 1. ix. p. 848 — 854.), Antony 
(in Vit. Patrum, UL p. 170 — 177.)» Cofinas (in AiTeman. Bibliot. 
Qk^eikUb tomiii. p* »g9-^ft53*)» £vagnv8.<Ki- c. J3> I4*)f afidTiUe« 
fiKmt (Mem. jBcdef. torn, yv* p. 347^-^9«*)* 

^"^ The laxi^qw ckcomfeienoe of two* cubite» or Uicee feet, .w^di 
Eiqagriiis.alQgns for .the :lucmut of die ooh»iu|» is tacoafiflent mdi 
reafbn, with fadis* and \nthjthe ndes cf anilutQiduce* The people 
^vt^o iaw it from below might be eaOly deceived* 

out- 
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€ HAP. Qut-ftretched arms, in the figure of a crofs; hut: 
^^^^ h^s mod familiar pra<ftice was that of bending his' 
meagre ikeleton from the forehead to the feet; 
and a curious fpe6latbr, after numbering twelve 
hundred and forty-four repetitions, at length de-' 
fitted from the endlefs account. The progrefe 
of an ulcer in his thigh ^' might fliorten, but it* 
^ .. could not difturb, this celejiial life ; and the pa- 
tieiit Hermit expired, without defcending from 
his column, A prince who fhould capricioufly. 
infli6l fuch tortures, would be deemed a tyrant ; 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to 
impofe a long and miferable exiftence on the 
relu6lant vidlims of his cruelty. This voluntary 
martyrdom mull have gradually deftroyed the. 
fenfibility both of the mind and- body; nor can 
it be prefumed that the fanatics, who torment 
themfelves, are fufceptible of any lively afie6lion 
for the refli of mankind. A cruel unfeeling 
temper has .diftinguiihed the monks of every 
age and country : their ftern indifference, which 
is feldom mollified by perfonal friendfliip, is in- 
flamed by religious hatred ; and their mercilefs 
. zeal has flirenuoufly adminifi:ered the holy office 
of the Inquifition. 
Mira-ie« The monafl;ic faints, who excite only the con- 
^prfAe te^pt and pity of a philofopher, were refpedled 
monks. aud almoft adored, by the prince 'and .people. 

- ^VI muft not conceal a piece of ancient fcandal concerning the 
origin of this ulcer. It has been reported, that the QeviU alTuniing 
ajn angelic form, invited him to afcend, like Elijah, into a fieryr 
chariot* The faint too haftily raifed Ms foot> and Satan feized tht 
moment o£ inflidling this chaftifement on his vanity. 

- ' ^uccefi 
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'SuccQffive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and chap. 

India faluted the divine pillar of Simeon : the ^^^ ^^^ 

•tribes of Saracens difputed in arms the honour 

" of his benedifl;ion ; the queens of Arabia and 

^Perfia gratefully confeffed his fupematural vir- 

*tue; and the angelic Hermit was confulted by 

the younger Theodofius, in the moft important 

concerns of the church and ftate. His remains 

were tranQ)orted from the mountain of Telenifla, 

by a folemn proceffion of the patriarch, the 

mafter-general of the Eaft, fix bifhops, twenty- 

;'one counts oi tribunes, and fix thoufand foldiers; 

and Antioch revered his bones, as her glorious 

ornament and impregnable defence. The fame 

of the apoftles and martyrs was gradually eclipfed 

by thefe recent and popular Anachorets ; the 

Chriftian world fell profl^rate before their Ihrines ; 

•and the miracles afcribedto theirrelics exceeded, 

at leail in number and duration, the fpiritiial 

exploits of their lives. But the golden legend 

of their lives ^* was embelliflied by the artful 

credulity of their interefted brethren ; and a 

believing age was eafily perfuaded, that the 

llighteft caprice of an Egyptian or a Syrian 

'monk, had been fufficient to interrupt the eter- 

'nal laws of the univerfe. The favourites of 

Heaven were accuftomed to cure inveterate difi. 

ieafeS with a touch, a word, or a diftant meflage; 

7' I know not how to fele<5l or fpecify the miracles contained ia 
the Fita Patrum pi Rofweyde, as the number very much exceeds 
the thoufand pages of that voluminous work. An elegant fpecimen 
may be found, in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severusy and his Life of 
St. Mai^. He reveres the monks of Egypt ; yet he infults them 
finth the reonrky .that tbey .never raifed the dead ; whereas the Bifhop . 
9f Tours had reftored tbrei dead men to life. " 

and 
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CHAP, and to expel the vao& obftinate ddemcms from 
^^^^' the fouls, or bodies, which they poffeiTed. They 
familiarly accofted, or imperiouily comcpaQded, 
the lions and ferpents of the defert ; infufed ve- 
getation into a faplefs trunk; fuipeuded iron on 
the furface of the water ; paiTed the Nile on the 
back of a crocodile, and *irefre{hed themielves in 
a fiery furnace. Tbefe extravagant tales, which 
difplay the fiction, without the genius, of poetry, 
have ferioufly aifefted tlie re*fon, the iaith^ and 
Superfti- the Hiorals, of the Chriftians. Their credulity 
tionofthe debafed and vitiated the faculties of the min4 ; 
they corrupted the evidiCBce of hiftoryj and 
fuperftition gradually extinguiflied the hoftile 
light of philofopby and fcience. Every mode of 
rehgious worlhip which had been pra^ifed by 
the faints, every myfterious do6lrine vhich tUey 
believed^ was fortified by the fanfilion of diviue 
revelation, and all the manly virtues were op- 
pre^ed by the fervUe and pufiilanimous r^ign oi* 
the monks. If it be poffible to meafure tb^ 
interval between the philofopbic writbjgs of 
Cicero and liie lacred legend of Theodoretp 
between the charafter of Cato and tliat of Sir 
m4o% we may appreciate the memorjal^le revor 
iution which waB accorapliihed in the Roman 
empire within a period pf five hundred years, 
n. Con- IL The progreft of Cbriftianity has been 
VERSION marked by two glorious and decifive victories : 

OP THE 

barba. over the learned ?ind luxurious citizens of the lia» 

^^^^ mafi empiif e ; and over the warlike BarbarlafM of 

Scjirhia and Germany, wbo fubverted the empire, 

and embraced *b» reli^B^ ^f ihe Romms. The 

<joths 
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Goths Were the foremoft of thefe favage profe- c H A f . 
lyteis; and the nation was indebted for its conver- ^^JJj^ 
fion to a countryman, or, at leaft^ io a fubjeft, 
worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe- 
fiil arts, who have deferved the femembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity. A great number of Ro- 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Afia in the 
time of Gallienus : and of thefe captives, many 
t^ere Chriiftians, and feveral belongfed to the ecr 
cleiiaftical order. Thofe involuntary miflionaries, ' 
difperfed as flaves in the villages of Dacia, fuc- 
ceffively laboured for the falvation of their mat 
tera. The feeds, which thdy planted, of the evan- 
gelic do6lrine, were gradually propagated ; and 
before the end of a century, the pious work wad 
tttchieved by the labours of Ulphilas, whofe an- 
ceftora had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
froWi a fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the bifliop and apoftle of the Goths ^^ uiphiks, 
acquired their love and reverence by his blamelefs ^^^q^^^^ 
life and indefatigable zeal J and they received, a.d. 
with implicit confidence, the do6l:rines' of truth 36o,&c. 
and virtue, which he preached ahd pra6lifed. He 
exectited the arduous taikof tranflatingthe Scrips 
tures into their native tongue, a dialed of the 
German, or Teutonic, language : but he pru* 
detttly fuppreffed the four books of Kings, as they 
might tend to irritate the fierce and fanguinary 

« Ottthe Ibbjea of Olphaat, and the ciwtvefflbn of life GdAs, 
ffe SbzomeA, 1. vi.'e.33. Sociutes, 1. iv. 0*33. Thfeodoret, hlr. 
C.37. tftfteftmif. 1*5. c. 5." The hetefy of Philoft«thi« appeaw ttr 
have giren Jbim fuperior means of information. 

Ipirit 
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CHAP, ipirit of the Barbarians. The rude, jmperfe^i 
XXXVII. Idiom of foldiers and fliepherds, fo ill-qualified 
to communicate any fpiritual ideas,was imprpved 
and modulated by his genius; and Ulphilas, ber 
fore he could frame his verfion, was obliged to 
jcompofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters; 
four of which he invented to exprefs the peculiar 
founds that were unknown to the Greeks ai.(J 
Latin, pronunciation '^ But the profperous 
ilate of the Gothic church was foon afili6ted by 
war and intefline difcord, and the chieftains werq 
divided by religion as well as by intereft. Fritir 
gem, the friend of the Romans, became the 
profelyte of Ulphilas j while the haughty foul of 
Athanaric difdained the yoke of the empire, 
and of the Golpel. The faith of the new con- 
verts was tried by the perfecution which he 
excited. A waggon, bearing aloft the fhapelds 
image gf Thor, perhaps, or of Woden, was con- 
dufited in folemn proceffion througb the ftreets 
of the camp; and the rebels, who refufed to 
worlhip the God of their fathers, were imme-f 
diately burnt, with their tents and families^ 
The character of Ulphilas recommended him 
to the efleem of the Eaftern court, where he 
twice appeared as the minifterof peace; he 

7^ A mutilated copy of the four gofpels, in the Gothic vedion» 
was publiihed A.D. 16659 and is efteemed the moft ancient monu- 
ment of the Teutonic language, though Wetilein attempts^ hy fome 
' frivolous conje^ures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the work. 
Two of the four additional letters exprefs the Wt^ and our own Tb* 
See Simon. Hift. Critique du Nouveau Tefta^nenty torn. ii« p. 9x9^— a43» 
Mill. Prolegom. p. xji* «dit. Ku^. Wetfieini I^^ql^m. torn. L^ 

/ . . pleaded 
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pleaded the caiife of the diftreffed <jdths,* who c hap. 
implored the prote^ion of Valens; and the name ^^^^ 
4)f Mojes was applied to this fpiritual guide, who 
'Conducted his people, through the deep waters 
^f the Danube, to the Land of Promife ^^ The 
'devout Ihepherds, who were attached to his per^ 
ion, and tradable to his voice, acquiefced in their 
iettlement, at the foot of the Maefiati mountains), 
in a country of woodlands and pailures, which 
fiipported their flocks and herds, and enabled 
them to purchafe the com and wine of the more 
plentiful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians 
jnultiplied in obfcure peace, and the profeflion of 
Chriftianity^ 

, Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- The 
goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the ^*^»> 
Romans, with whom they maintained a perpetual Burgun- 
intercourfe, of war, of friendlhip, or of conqued. ^^^^^ &c* 
:In their long and vidlorious march from the Da- chr^l- 
nube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their ity, 
.allies ; they educated the rifing generation ; and ^^ **^^ 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
-or, the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or dif- 
jgrace, the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople ". 

7^ FhilDftorgius erroneoofly places this pailage under the reign of 
Confbmtine ; but I am much inclined to believe that it preceded the 
2;reat emigratbn. 

''^ We are obliged to Jomandes (de Reb. Get. c. 51. p. 688«) for 
a (hort and lively pi^ure of thefe leffer Goths. Gothi minores^ populus 
immenfusy cum fiio Pontiiic^ ipfoque primate Wulfila. The h$t 
laA words, if they are not mere tautology^ imply fome temporal jurif- 
^dlion. '..,.. 

, . At noli ita . Gothi non ita Vandali ; malis licet dodtoribus ii^ 
.fiitutif meliores tamen etiam .in hac patte quam noftri. Salvian dt ' 

Gubem. Dei, L vii, p. a4i» 

<, / 12- During 
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CHAP. D^uring the fame period, Chriftianity was emi 
xxxm jbrraced by almoil all the Barbarians, who efta- 
blifhed their kingdoms on the ruins of the 
Weftem empire ; the Burgundians in Graul, th^ 
SueVi in Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Oftro^ 
goths in Fannoliia, and the various bands of 
Mercenaries, that raifed Odoacer to the thr6n6 
of Italy. The Franks and the Saxons ftill per- 
fevered in the errors of Paganifm ; but the Franks 
obtained the monarchy of Graul by their fubmiO^ 
iion to the example of Clovis ; and the Saxon 
conquerors of Britain were reclaimed from theit 
favage fliperftitian by the miffionaries of Rome. 
Thefe Barbarian profelytes difplayed an ardent 
and fuccelsful zeal in the propagation of* the faith. 
The Merovingian kings, and their fuccefToi^ 
Charlemagne and the Othos, extended, by their 
laws and vi6lories, the dominion of the croik 
England produced the apofUe of Germany ; and 
the evangelic light was gradually difibfed from 
the neighbourhood of the Rhine, to the nations 
oithe Elbe, the Viftula, and the Baltic. 
Motives of The different motives which influenced the 
"^ ^ ' reafon, or the paffions, of the Barbarian converts, 
cannot eafily be afcertained. They were often 
capriddiis and a<Jtiidenf^l ; a dffeam, an omen, the 
report of a miracle, the example of iome prieft^ 
or hero^the charms of a bdieving ^fe5and, above 
all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or vow, 

'* Moflieim has flightly fketched the progrefs of Chrif&Htftf ik 
-die N«itlb from thfi"fe«rth t6 thfe f«urtecndi' iMtary. The ibbjea 

liiflojy, 

^^ which. 
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xvhich, in a moment of dinger, they had ad- c k A P. 
dreffedtotheGodoftheChriftians^^ The early ^^^\ 
prejudices df education were infehfibly erazed by 
the habits of frequent and familiar fociety ; the 
moral precepts of the Gofpel were protefiked by 
the extravagailt virtues of the monks ; and £l fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by thevifible power 
bf rdics, and the pomp of religious worfliip. Biit 
the rational and ingenious mode of perfuaiion, 
^hich a Saxon bifliop*^ fuggefted to a popular 
faint, might fotnetimes be employed by the mif- 
lionaries, who laboured for the converfion of infi- 
dels. ^* Admit," fays the fagacious difputant, 
** whatever they are pleafed to affert of the fa- 
** bulous, and carnal, genealogy of their gods 
■• and goddeffes^ who are propagated from each 
^* othfef. From this principle deduce their im- 
^* perfe6t nature, and human infirmities, the a& 
<* furance they were born^ and the probability 
" that they will die. At what timcj by what 
<' means, from what caufe, were the eldeft of th6 
<' gods or goddeffes produced ? Do they ftiH 
^ continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate ? 
^* If they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifts 
" to declare the reafon of this ftrange alteration; 
** If they ftill continue^ the number of the godd 

7^ To fuch a caufe has Socratts (1. Vu. c. 30.) afcribed the coii4 
verfion of the Burgundians^ whbfe ChriiUan piety is celebrated by 
0rofiU9(l.vii. <;. I9.). 

«. ^ See an original and cucioas epiftle from Daqiel, tH^ firft biiho]^ 
of Winchefter (Beda, Hift. Ecclef. Anglorumt !• v. c. 18. p. 103^ 
<^t. Situth)^ to ^t.Botiiface» who preached this Gofpel amon^ the 
parages of Heflfe. aitd ThwingisU £pi^l. BdtdiiitlirhtnL Jn ih^ 
Maxima BibUotheca Patrttm> torn. xiit. p. 93. 

' VOL. vt T " mu^ 
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c H A P. «< muft become infinite ; and (hall we not rilk, by 
2fJ^ " the indifcreet worfliip of fome impotent deity, 
" to excite therefentment of his jealous fuperior? 
*' The vifible heavens and earth,the whole fyftem 
*' of the univerfe, which may be conceived by 
** the mind, is it created or eternal ?' If created, 
*' how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift 
•* before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
*' affume the empire of an independent and pre- 
<* exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
•* temper and moderation, infinuate, at feafon- 
♦^ able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
** Chriftian revelation ; and endeavour to mako 
•* the unbelievers aftiamed, without making them 
•* angry." This metaphyfical reafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps for the Barbarians of Germany, was 
fortified by the groffer weight of authority and 
popular confent. The advantage of temporal pro-* 
fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, and pafied 
over to the fervice of Chriftianity. The Romans 
themfelves, the mod powerfujls and enlightened 
nation of the globe, ha4 renounced their ancient 
fuperftition ; and, if the ruin of their empire 
feemed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, 
the dilgrace was already retrieved by the cbnver- 
iion of the vi£iorious Goths. The valiant and 
fortunate Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces 
of the Weft, fucceffively received, and refle6ted 
the fame edifying example. Before the age of 
Charlemagne, the Chriftian nations of Europe 
might exult in the exclufive pofieffion of the 
temperate climates> of the fertile lands, which 

produced 
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produced corn, wide, and oil ; while the ftvage c H A p; 
idolaters, and their helplefs idols, were confined ?^^^^ 
to the extremities of the earth, the dark and 
frozen regions of the North*'* 

Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heavett EffeAs rf 
to the Barbarians, introduced an important change ^^^ ^^ 
in their moral and political condition. They re- 
ceived, at the fame time, the ufe of letters, fo el^ 
iential to a religion whofe do6lrines are contained 
in a fecret book, and while they (tudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hiftory, of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip* 
tures into their native tongue, which had facili* 
tated their converfion, mull excite, among their 
clergy, (bme curiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the facred liturgy of the churchy 
and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
_chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan« 
guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu- 
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
du6lions of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were 
accefiible to theChriftian Barbarians, maintained 
afilentintercourfe between the reign of Auguftus, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the 
remembrance of a more perfeft ftate ; and the 
flame of fcience was fecretly kept alive, to warm 

" The fwofd of Charlemagne added vraght to the argument t 
hut when Daniel wrote this cpii^ (A.D. 793)1 the Mabometane, 
who reigned from India to Spain^ might have retorted it againft 
the CfariftiaA9« 

T 2 and , 
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CHAR and enlighten the mature age of the Weflem 
^ ^^*^ World. Ih the moil corrupt (late of Ghriftianity^, 
t^e Barbarians might learn juftice from the law^ 
and mercy from the gojpel: and if the knowledge 
* of their duty wasinfufficient to guide their adlions, 

or to regulate their paffions, they were fometimes 
reilrained by cpnfcience, and fre(juently puni&ed 
by remorfe. But the dire6l authority of religioa 
was lefsefie^ud, than the holy communion which 
united them with their Chriilian brethren in fpi«^ 
mtual friendihip. The influence of tfaefe fenti^ 
ments contributed to fecure their iulelity in thef 
fervice, or the alliance^ of the Roman^^ to alle- 
viate the horrors of war, to moderate the info-* 
l^uce of conqueft, and to preferve, in the down«» 
fal of the empire, a permanent relpe6l for the 
name and inilitutions of Rome. In the day» 
Qf Paganilm, the priefts of Gaul and Germany 
ijeigned over the pepple, and controuled tte 
jurifdi6lion of the magiftrates ; and the zealous 
profelytes transferred an equal, or mwe ample^ 
meafure of devout obedience, to the pontiffs 
of the Chriftian faith. The facred chara3;er 
of the bifliops was fupported by tlieir tem« 
poral pofleffions ; they obtained an honourable 
feat in the legiflative aiTemblie^ of foldiers and 
freemen ; ^nd it was their intereft, as well aa 
their duty^ to mollify, by peaceful counfels^r 
the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians^. The ^pef- 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Romed^d Jerufiilemvand 
the growing authority of the Popes, cemen tfed th^ 
union of the Chrifliau republic ; and gi^adually. 
' ' I ^ * produced 
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produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif* g h* A'K 
pradence, which have diftinguiflied, from the reft ^f^^^ 
of mankind, the ind^endent, and even hoftiie, 
isiations of modern Europe* 

' But the operation of thefo caufes was cfaeckedi They are 
and retarded by the «nfortunate accident, which' i'^^?'^ 
infujfed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation.- an herefy. 
Whatever might be the early fentiments of Ul- 
philas, his connexions with the empire and tl» 
church were fermedduring the reign of Ai'ianifhiv 
The apoftle of the Goths fubfcribted the creed of 
JR^imini; profefled with freedom, and 'perhaps 
with fincerity, that the Son was not equal, o^ 
eonfubilantial to the Father ®* % communicated 
thefe errors to the clergy and people ; and ii^ 
fe6led the Barbaric world with an hereiy'% which 
thegreatTheodofius prdfcribed and extinguiflie^ 
ptmong the Romans. Itie temper and underx 
ftanding of the new profelytes were not adapted 
to metaphyfical fubtleties ; but they ftrenuoufly 
maintained, what they had pioufly received, a« 
the pure and genUitie do^rines of Ghriftknity^ 

^^ The opinions of UJphU^ jEind the Goths iftcHiied to Setai-^anii 
ifm, fince they would nof fi^y that. the Son was a creature^ tlipugli 
ftey held communion with thofe who maintained that herefy. llieif 
ilpo^ie reprefented the who|e ccnitr^yeify as a qtiefttofi ef trijQiiJg fniOK 
metit, which had bepn raife4 by. the paffions of the clercy. Theor 
doret, 1. iv; €^37.' . - 

®^ The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the Emperor 
Vaiens: <f Itaque jufto'Dm Jud&cno ipfit earn vWoni inceoderuiit} 'qui 
^. prapt^ ettm etiaia ikiartuit Titib esruris arittri-Aint." ;Ore$u^ 
1. vii. c. 33. p. 554* This cruel fentence is ccmfirtiisd by TilJl«fHiqi|t 
^Mem. Ecclef*. tom«vL'ip« 6a4«-^so*%-'wlio sootfjr o]}&rtes»; ^'ua 
« £bu1 horame entrainai dans l^eBfer mt homfare inihii de SispC^iv- 
/«.tiiMUiux> ^.^ .Salvian. (de Gsifaers, Dei» Lt.. p«45<>> isiA 
pities and exciifes their involuntary error* . ^ , . 
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CHAP. The advantage of preaching and expounding* 
^y^vn> ^jj^ Scriptures in the Teutonic language, pro- 
moted the apoftolic labours of Ulphilas, aud his 
fucceflbrs ; and they ^ ordained a competent 
number of bifliops and prelbyters for the in- 
ftru£lion of the kindred tribes. The Oftrogoths^ 
the Burgundians, the Suevi, and the Vandals, 
who had liftened to the eloquence of the Latin 
clergy **, preferred the more intelligible leflbns 
of their domeftic teachers ; and Arianifm was 
adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, who were feated on the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. This irreconcileable difference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
hatred ; and the reproach of Barbarian was em- 
bittered by the more odious epithet of Heretic. 
The heroes of the North, who had fubmitted,; 
with fome relu6lance, to believe that all their 
anceftors were in helP% were aftoniflied and 
exafperated to learn, that they themfelves had 
only changed the mode of their eternal con- 
demnation. Inftead of the fmooth applaufe,. 
which Chriftian kings are accuftomed to expeft 
jfrom their loyal prelates, the orthcfiiox bifhops 
and their clergy were in a Hate of oppofition to 
the Arian courts ; and their indifcreet oppofitioa 
frequently became criminal, and might fome- 

*4 Qrafius affirmty in the year 416 (I. 7. c. 41. p. 580.)^ diat the 
«liiirches of Chriil (of the Cftthelics) were filled with Huiu^ Suevi^ 
Vandalsy Burgundians. 

* ^ Radbody KvBg of the Frifon^ was fo much fcandaiized by this 
Tafli declaration of a mifixoiiaryy that he drew back his foot «fter 
lie had entered the b»ptilnud font* See Eleury Hift* Eccleil tom. ix% 
p. 167. 

timea 
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times be dangerous '*. The pulpit, that fofe and chap: 
facred organ of fedition, refounded with^ the ^^^^^ 
names of Pharaoh and Holofemes '^ ; the public 
difcontent was inflamed by the hope or promile 
of a glorious deliverance ; and the feditions 
faints were tempted to promote the accomplifli^ 
ment of their own predi6lions. Notwithfland- General 
ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Gaul, *<*^^^ 
Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the 
Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their 
religion. Their haughty mailers refpefted the 
zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars ; and the example of their de^ 
vout conftancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. ITie conquerors evaded, 
however, the dilgraceful reproach, or confeffion, 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the libe- 
xal motives of reafon and humanity ; and while 
they affedled the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit, of genuine Chriftianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter* Anan pct^ 
rupted. The Catholics were indifcreet, the Bar- fecutionof 
barians were impatient ; and the partial a6ls of daiu ^^ 
feverity or injufticewhichhadbeen recommended 
by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or- 
thodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may be 
imputed to Euric, King of the Vifigoths j who 

^ The Epifiles of SidoniuSy Biihop of CIennont» under the ViiU 
fothsy and of Avitus, Biihop of Vienna, under the Burgundians, 
•xplain, fometimet in dark hints, the general difpofitions of th« 
Catholics. The hifiory of Clovis and Theodoric will fuggeft ibm» 
particular fa^s* 

^ Genferic confefled the refemblance, by the feverity with which 
Xc punilhed fach indilcreet allufions. Vi^or Vitenils, x. ;• p. iq. 

T 4 ' fuC. 
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c; ij A Ef fuQiended the ^s^ercife of epclefiaftical, - or, 24 
^^y^^ leaft, of epifcopal, funfitipus ; s^nd puniibpd the 
popular bilhops of Aquitain with imprifonmentif 
^xUe, 9,nd confifcation ^^ But the cm^l and ab? 
furd enterprife of fubdqing the noindsof a whol^ 
people, was undertaken by the Vandals ^lone* 
Gcj^enc^ Genferfc himfelf, in his early youth, had rer 
nounced the orthodox commqnion ; and the 
apoilate could neither grant, nor expert;, a fin- 
cere forgivenefs. He was e^fafp^rated to iindj^ 
that the Africans, who hafl fled before him ia 
the field, ftill prefumed to difpute his will i» 
iyi^ods and churches ; and his ferocious ^ind 
]ivas incapable of fear, or of ppmpafiiop. Hisi 
Catholic fubje£^^ were opprefled by intol^aet 
ii»wsf, and ai^bitrary punifbmentst. The langHag^ 
of Genferic w^s furious and foimidj^ble j th^ 
IciiQwIedge of his iijt^ntions might ju^ify. thqj 
^pft unfavourajble interpretation of his aiSli(¥i3 \ 
and tl^e Arians wer^ reproached with %\\^ fre- 
... quent executions, which il^ined the palace, and 
the dominions, of th^ tyrant. Arms and aiaubir 
tion were, however, the ruling paifions of th^ 
Hnxmeric, pionarcU of the fea. But Hunneric, hi^ inglorious 
A.D.477* fpn, who feen^ed to inherit only his vices, torr 
iriented the CathpHcs with the faroe uiirelei^ting 
fury which had b§en fatal to his brother, hi% 
nephews, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther : and, even to the Arian patriarch, who was 

'• ^^ Such are the contempoissry complaints of SidoniuS) BI0iop of. 
Clermont (I.yii* c«6. p. 1S29 &c. edit. Sirmend)* Gregory of. 
Tours, who. quotes this Epiflle (I. it. c. 25. in tora. ii. p^ 174.) ex*^ 
torts an anwairantable'ailei'^ion^ that of* th^ nine vacancies in Aqai> 
tain> fome )iad been produtiedby-epifcopal jnAnrjfr^oiK^* c .; .r* 

• * i ^' ' inhu- 
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fnhuiaaiijy burnt aUve in the mldil of CeittWge', chap, 
The reUgious war was preceded and prepared by £^ 
an infidious truce $ perfecution was made th^ 
ferious and in^portant bufinefs of the Vandal 
pourt; and the |oathfonie difeafe, which haftaped 
|he death of Hunneric, revenged the injiirie^^ 
without contributing to the deliverance oi' th^ 
church. The throne of Africa was fucceffively 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; by -» 

iGrundaniund^' who reigned ' about twelve, and Q"*^** • 
|)y Thrafimund, who goverjned the nation abovi? A^f 484. 
twenty-feven years. Their adminiilration wa$ 
hoitile and oppreffive to the orthodox party* 
iGundamund appeared to emulate, or even to 
furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle ; ands if a< 
length he relented, if he recalled the biihops, - \ 

and reftored the freedom of Athanafian wcnrihip^ 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his . .s 
iardy clemency. His brother, Thraflraund, was Thrah^ ** 
the greateft and moil accomplifhed of the Vandal ^^^'^ 
l^ingsf, whou) he excelled in beauty, prudence^ ' *^^ 
and magnanimity of foul.: But thi^ magnanimous^ 
ehara6i;er was degraded by bis intolerant zeal and 
deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and tor- 
tures, he employed the gentle, but eflicacioiis^ 
powers of fedu6lion. Wealth, dignity, and the 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo* 
jftacy; the Catholic?, who had vioUted the laws, 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciattoq 
of their faith ; and whenever Tbrafimund medi- 
tated any rigorous meafure, he psitiently waitei 
Jill the indifcretion of his adverfkHes fumifhed 
Jiim with a Qiecious opportunity^ Bigotry WAS 
* ' his 
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c H A p!i Ilis lad fentiment in the hour of death ; and he 
xxxvfi. exa6led fr6m his fucceffor a folemn oath, that 
Hiideric, h^ would never tolerate the fedlaries of Athana- 
^^'5*3^ fius. But his fucceffor, Hiideric, the gentle fon 
of the favage Hunneric, preferred the duties of 
humanity and juflice, to the vain obligation of 
an iinpious oath ; and his acceffion was gloriouily 
marked by the reftoration of peace and univerfkl 
Cciimer, freedom. The throne of that virtuous, though 
AJ>.53o- feeble monarch, was ufurped by his coufin Geli* 
mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, 
before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
. fubverted by the arms o£ Beli&rius ; and the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured^^ 
A general The paflionate declamations of the Catholics, 
!^^^,^® the fole hiftorians of this perfecution, cannot 
tion in afford any diflin6t feries of caufes and events ; 
^^^' any impartial view of characters, or counfels ; 
but the mod remarkable circumftances, that 
deferve either credit or notice, may be referred 
to the following heads : I. In the original law^ 
which is itill extant % Hunneric exprefsly de* 

"^ The original numuments of the Vandal perfecution aie preferved 
in the five books of the Hiftory of Vi<Slor ^itenfis (de Perfecutiont 
VandalicS), a bilhop who was exiled by Hunneric s in the Life 
of St. Fulgentius, who was diflinguiihed im the perfecution of 
Thrafimund (in Biblioth. Max. Patrumy tora.ixi> p* 4 — 16.}» and 
i|i the firft book of the Vandalic War, by the impartial'* Ptocopius 
(c. 7» 8. p. Z96> X97» X98» i99')% X^«>n« Rtunaity the lafi editor, of 
Vi<5lor> has illuffarated the whole fubje<5l with a copious and learned 
apparatus of notes and fupplement. (Paris/ 1694*) 

^ ViAor.iv. a. p. 65. Hunneric refiifes the name of Catholics to 
the Homooujanj^ He defcribes» as the veri Divinae Ms^eftatis cultoretf 
his own party^ who profelTed the faith» confirmed by more than a 
tiK)^fa^5i biQippsy in the fynods of iUsuni »ad 

clares^ 
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clsu^s, and the declaration appears to be correfl, char 
that he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations ^^^ 
and penalties of the Imperial edi6ls; againflthe 
heretical congregations, the clergy, and the 
people, who diflented from the eftabliflied reli* 
gion. If the rights of confcience had been un- 
dedtood, the Catholics mud have condemned 
their pad condu6):, or acquiefced in their a6):ual 
fufferings. But they ftill perfifted to refufe the 
indulgence which they claimed. While they 
trembled under the lafli of perfecution, they 
praifed the laudable feverity of Hunneric himfelf^ 
who burnt or baniflied great numbers of Ma- 
nichaeans^* ; and they reje6led, with horror, the 
ignominious compromife, that the difciples of 
Arius, and of Athanafius, fhould enjoy a reci- 
procal and fimilar toleration in the territories o€ 
the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals**, 
II,. The pra6lice pf a conference, which the Ca* 
Iholics had fo frequently ufed to infult and ppnifli 
their obftinate antagonifts, was retorted againfl 
themfelves*'. At the command of Hunnericj 
four hundred and fixty-fix orthodox biihops 
affembled at Carthage; but when they were ad* 

^' Vidlor. ii. z. p. %!$ %%» LaudabUior . . . ^debatur. In the 
MSB. which omit this wordf the paflage is unintelligible. See Ruinar^ 
JN^ot. p. 164. 

'* Vi^or. i|. a. p. at} %z, - TTie dei^ of Carthage called (heft 
conditions periculofa; and the)" feemt indeed^ to have been propoied 
as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bilhops. 

^ See the narratlye of this conference* and the treatment of th€ 
biihops^in Virion ii. 13— oiS* p. 35 — 42* smd tiie whole fourth book, 
p. 63—171. The third book»^ p. 4a-"-6a* is entirely filled hj theiv 
apology or coi^effioa qf &ittu 

nutted 
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c H A P. Witted into the haH of audience, they had life 
laavu. mortification of beholding the Arian Cirila ex^^ 
^Ited on the patiiarch^^i throne* The diiputants 
were feparated, after the mutual and ordinary 
reproaches of noife and filence, of delay and 
precipitation, of military force and of popular 
clamour. One martyr and one confeflbr were 
feledted among the Catholic biihops; twenty^ 
eight efcaped by flight, and eighty-eight by con^. 
fbrmity ; forty-fix were fent into Corfica to cut 
timber for the royal navy ; and three hundred 
^d two were baniihed to the difierent parts of 
Africa, expoied to the infults of their enemies, 
and carefully deprived of all the temporal and 
fpiritaal comfprts of life'*. The hardihips xriF 
ten years exile muft h^ve reduced their numbers; 
and if they had complied with the law of Thra* 
iimund, which prohibited any^ epiicopal confe*^ 
orations, the orthodox church of Africa muft 
have expired with the lives of its adtual numbers. 
They difobeyed ; and their difobedience waspu- 
pifiied by a fecond exile of two hundred and 
twenty biffiops into Sardinia; where they Ian* 
guiibed fifteen years^ ti]l the acceffion of tbd 
gracious Hilderic ^^ The two iflands were judi- 

• ' cioufly 

«• ■ ■ ■ ' ■ .' '■ 

. ** See the lift of the Afi-icaij hl(hojpSy m .Vi£tor. p., 117 — 14a. and 
^iiinart's noteis, p. 2 15-^3 9 7- The fchirmatic nanxe of Donatus fre- 
quently occurs, and they appear to have adopted (like our fanatics or 
the hit age) the pious appellations gS Deodatusy Deagrattajp Quid^ 
\niltdensj Ifabcf^My &c. 

. •» Fulgent. Vit. c. 16 — 29. Thraflmuncf aff&<5ted the praife el" 
Moderation and. {earning; and Fnlgentins addrdled tliree books di 
controTcrfy to the Arian tyrant> \Hibsi he Ityles jkiv^ni^ \ft«ii^. 
^^;/,,f BihKoth, 
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eidtifly ehofett by the malice of tbehr Atkn chap.* 
tyrants. Seneca froitt his own experience, has xxxvily 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
eorfiea^% and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 
baianced by the unwholdTome quality of the air ^'i 
III. The zeal of Genferic, and his fiicceflbrsy for ^ 
the- converfion of the Catholics, mufl hare rem 
dered them ftill more jealous to guard the purity" 
of the Vandal faiith. Before the churches were 
finally fliut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar* 
barian drefe j and thofe who prefum^d to negleft 
the royal mandate, were rudely dragged back- 
wards by their long hair ^^ The Palatine ofl^cers, 
^hx> refufed to profefe the religion of their 
prince, were ignominioufly ftripped of their ho- 
nours and enqrloyments ; baniihed to Sardinia- . 
SifiA Sicily; or condemned to the fervile labours 
of flaAres aiid peafants in the fiislds of Utica. In 
the diftridls which had been peculiarly allotted to 
the Vandals,, the exercife of the Catholic worfliip 
was moTje ftriftly prohibited ; and fevere penalties 

K&lkith;- Mbtxitn. Patnim, tonivk. p. 41. Only Qxif bifhops ire 
mentioned as exiles iix the life of Fulgtfntius ; they are thcreafedto one 
tundred and twenty by ViAor^ 'funnunenfis, and Ifidore i but th6 Mm- 
ber of two hundred and twenty id fpecified in the Htftoriir Mffcellay 
aad 2l ihert authentic chronicle of the tintes. See Ruinarty p. 5 70, 5 71 • 

^ See the bafe and infipid epigrams of the Stoicy who could not 
fupport exile witli more fortitude than Ovid. Corfica niight not' 
produce ciOFH, winey or .oil; buf it could hot be d^tute^of grafsr^ 
water, and even fire. 

,^7 Si ob gravitatem coeli interiflent, vile damnum. Tacit. An- 
ndl. ii. 8^. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted 
tfis reading of' fome critics, utile damnum. 

^^ See thefe preludes of a g^eneral perfecution, in Vi(5lor. ii. j> 4. 7. 
aid the two cdJdls 6t Hiinneric,' l! ii. p, ^s • !• iv. p. 6:4. 

were 
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c HAP. were denoupced againft the guilt both of thtf 



XXXVII. miffionary and the profelyte. By thefe arts, the 



faith of the Barbarians was preferved, and their, 
zeal was inflamed: they difcharged, with devout 
fury, the oflBce of Ipies, informers, or execu- 
tioners; and whenever their cavalry took the 
field, it was the favourite amufement of the 
inarch, to defile the churches, and to infult the 
clergy of the adverfe faction ^. IV. The citizens 
who had been educatedintheluxury of the Ro- 
man province, were delivered, with exquifite 
cruelty, to the Moors of the defert. A vene- 
rable tpin of bifhaps, prefbyters, and deacons, 
with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely 
afcertained, were torn from their native homes, 
by the command of Hunneric. During the night, 
they were confined, like a herd of cattle, amidfl:- 
their own x)rdure : during the day they purfued 
their march over the burning fands ; and if they 
tinted under the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors'"^. Thefe un- 
happy exiles, when they reached the Moorilh 
huts, might excite the qompailion of a people, 
whofe native humanity was neither improved by 
reafon, nor corrupted by fanaticifm ; but if they 
efcaped the danger^, they were condemned to 

^ See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. 1. c. 7. p. 197, 198. AMooriiU . 
Iirince endeavoured to propitiate the God q^ the ChrUtiaiUi by his diH« 
i;ence to eraze the qoarks of the Vandal (acrilege. 

'"* See this ftory in ViAor. ii. 8 — ii. p. 30—34. ViAor defcribei 
tbf diftreis of thefe cgofeflon as an eye-witneis^ 

2 ihare 
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fliare the diftrefs, of a lavage life. V. It is in- c H A P* 
cumbent ort the authors of perfecution previoufly ^^^^xviL 
to refle6l, whether they are determined to fup- 
port it in the lail extreme. They excite the 
flame which they ftrive to extingiiilh ; and it foon 
becomes neceflary to chaftile the contumacy, as 
well as the crime, of the offender. The fine, 
which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge, 
expofes his perfon to thefeverity of the law; and 
his^ contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ufe 
and propriety of capital pun i(hm Through 
the veil of fiOiion and declamation, we may 
clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more elpe- 
cially under the reign of Hunneric, endured the 
moll cruel and ignominious treatment **"'. Re* 
ipe£table citizens, noble matrons,and confecrated 
virgins, were ftripped naked, and raifed in the 
air by pullqys, with a weight fufpended at their 
feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies 
were torn with fcourges, or burnt in the mod 
tender parts with red-hot plates of iron. The 
amputation of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and 
the right-hand, was inflidted by the Arians ; and 
although the precife number cannot be defined^ 
it is evident that many perfons^ among whom 
a bilhop """^ and a proconful ^^ may be named, 

'^' See the fifth hook of Vidor. His paffionate complaints are co&« 
iinned by the fober teftimony of Procopius^ and the public declaration 
«f the Emperor Juilinian. (Cod. 1« i. tit. xxvii.). 

«;• Viaor.iLi8.p,4i. 

**^ Vidlor. V. 4* p« 74> fS" Hii name was Vi<Slorianu«, and he 
^iras a wealthy citizen of Adrametum* who enjoyed the confidence of 
tfie Kin^; by whofe fkyour he had obtaioed the office^ or ^t^leaft the 
tUe^ of procoBfirf of Afiici* 

were 
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«; H A ft weri* eiititled to the crown of m^rtyrdoW. Th^ 
w^T^'r fej^e honooff has been afcribed to the memory 
of Count Sebaftian, who profeffed th6 Nicene 
creed with unftiak^n conftancy; and Genferid 
ffligbt deteil^ as an heretic, the brave and am^ 
bitidus fugitive whom he dreaded as a rival '""^^ 
yi. A new iiiode of converfion, which might 
ftibdne the feeble^ and alarm the timorous, waii 
employed by the Arian tninifters. They im- 
pofefd j by fraud or violence, the rites of baptifm 5 
and punilhed the apoftacy of the Catholics^ if 
they difclaimed this odious and profane cere- 
Bfiony, which fcandaloufly violated the freedom 
6f the will^ and the unity of the facrament '""^ 
The hoftile fedis hail formerly allowed the vali- 
dity of each other's baptifm ; and the innovation, 
fo fiercely maintained by thfe Vandals, can bei 
imputed only to the example and advice of the 
Donatifts. VII. The Arian clergy furpafled, in 
religious cruelty, the King and his Vandals ; but 
they were incapable of cultivating the fpiritual 
vineyard, which they were fo defirous to poffefs* 
A patriarch '"^ might feat himftlf oii the throne 
ef Carthage ; fome bifliops, in the principal 
cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals ; but 

"* Vi^or. i.6. p.8»9. After relating the firm refiflance and 
d«?xfrOu8 reply of Cdunt Sebaftian, he adds^ quarc aHb generis argu- 
xfififnto poftea beilkorum virum occidit. 

**^' ViAor. V. I a, I'j. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef, tom.vi. p. 609; 

106 pj^ifjjate was more properly the title of the Biihop of Car- 
thage; but the name ol patriarch was given by the fe<5ls and nations, 
to their principal ecclefiaflic* See ThomafEx)} Diicipline de I'Eglifey 
toixi. i. p. i$$, ii& 

t . ../ " the 
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the fmallnefs of their numbers, and their igno- chap. 
ranee of the Latin language '^% difqualified the^^^^ 
Barbarians for the ecclefiaflical miniftry of a 
great church ; and the Africans, after the lofs 
of their orthodox pallors, were deprived of the • 

public exercife of Chriftianity. VIII. The em* 
perors were the natural prote6lors of the Ho- 
mooufian doflrine : anci the faithful people of 
Africa, both as Romans and as Catholics, pre- 
ferred their lawful fovereignty to the ufurpatioa 
of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval 
of peace and friendftiip, Hitnneric reftored 
the cathedral of Carthage ; at the interceifioa 
of Zeno, who reigned in the Eaft, and of Pla- 
cidia, the daughter and reli6t of emperors, and 
the lifter of the Queen of the Vandals '°\ But 
this decent regard was of Ihort duration ; and 
the haughty tyrant dilplayed his contempt for 
the religion of the empire, by ftudioufly ar-, 
ranging the bloody images of perfecution, in all 
the principal ftreets through which the Koman 
ambaffador muft pafs, in his way to the palace "^ 
An oath was required from the biftiops, who 
were aflembled at Carthage, that they would 
fupport the fuccpffion-of his fon Hilderic, and 

'"^ The patriarch Cyrila himfelf publkkly declared^ that he did not 
underftand Latin (Vidior. ii. 18. p.4a.); Nefcio Latine; and he might 
converfe with tolerable eaiey without being capable of difputing or 
preaching in that language. His Vandal clergy- were ftill more igtio« 
rant ; and fmall Confidence cqutd be placed in the Afdcansy who had 
conformed. • 

'°^ Viaor. ii, i, a. p. aa. 

"^ Vi(5lor. V. 7. p. 77. He appeals to the ambaflador himfelf, 
tvhofe name wap Uranius. 

VOL. VI. V that 
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CHAP, that they would renounce all foreign or tvdnP^ 
^^^_^J marine correfpondence. This engagement^ con- 
fident as it fliould feem, with their moral and 
religious duties, was refufed by the more faga^ 
cious members "° of the affembly. Their refufal, 
faintly coloured by the pretence that it is un- 
lawful for a Chriftian to fwear, muft prpvoke 
the fulpicions of a jealous tyrant* 
Catholic The Catholics, oppreffed by royal and mill- 
t?iry force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries 
in numbers and learning. With the fame wea- 
pons which the Greek '" and Latin fathers had 
already provided for the Arian controveriy, they 
repeatedly filenced, or vanquifhed, the fierce 
and illiterate fucceflbrs of Ulphilas. The con- 
fcioufnefs of their own fuperiority might have 
raifed them above the arts and pafiions of re- 
ligious warfare. Yet, inftead of aflTumitfg fuch 
honourable pride, the orthodox theologians 
were tempted, by the aflurance of impunity, 
to compofe fifilions, which muft be fi:igmatized 
with the epithets of fraud and forgery. They 
afcribed their own polemical works to the moft 
venerable names of Chrifl;ian antiquity: the 

"° AJiut'toresy Vi<5lor. iv, p. 70. He plainly intimates that their 
quotation of the Gofpel " Nou jurabitis in toto/' was only meant 
to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. The forty-fix 
bifliops who refufed were banifhed to Corfica ; the three hundred 
and two who fwore were diftributed through the provinces of 
Africa. 

"' Falgentius, Biihop of Rufpse, in the Byzacene province, was of 
a fenatonal family, and had received a liberal education. He could 
repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed to ftudy Latin, 
his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. i.). Many African bifliops might 
underftand Greeki and many Creek theologians were tranflated int« 

characters 
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chara6ters of Athanafiiis and Auguftin were chap. 
awkwardly perfonated by Vigilius and his dit ^*-*-^^"' 
ciples "* ; and the famous creed, which fo 
clearly expounds the myfteries of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation, is deduced, with ftrong 
probability, from this African fchool "^ Even 
the fcriptures themfelves were profaned by their 
ralh and facrilegious hands. The memorable 
text, which afferts the unity of the Three who 
bear witnefs in Heaven "% is condemned by 
the univerfal filence of the orthodox fathers, 
ancient verfions, and authentic manufcript3 "^ 

It 

*" Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of Thap- 
Ais (p. ii8» 119. edit. Chiflet.). He might amufe his learned reader 
with an innocent fi(SUon ; but the fubjedl was too grave^ and the 
Africans were too ignorant. 

"^ The P. Queihel ftarted this opinion, which has been favourably 
received. But the three following truths, however furprifmg they 
may feem, are noqv unlverfally acknowledged (Gerard Vollius, torn, vi. 
p. 516 — ^522. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 667 — 67!.). 
I. St. AthanaGus is not the author of the creed which is fo frequently 
read in our churches. 2. It does not appear to have exilted, within 
a century after his death. 3. It was originally compofed in the 
Latin tongue, and confequently, in the Weftem provinces. Gen- 
nadius, patriarch of Conftantinople, was fo much amazed by this 
extraordinary compofition> that he ' frankly pronounced it to be th^ 
work of a drunken man. Petav. Dogmat. Theologica, torn. ii. 1. yii. 
c. 8. p. 687. 

"+ I John, V. 7. See Simon, Hift. Critique du Nouveau TefU- 
ment, part i. c. xviii. p. 203—218. ; and part ii. c. ix. p. 99—121.: 
and the elaborate Prolegomena and Annotations of Dr. Mill and Wet> 
ileinto their editions of the Greek Teibupent. In 1689, the papift 
Simon ftrove to be free ; in 1767, the proteftant Mill wilhed to be 
a flave ; in 1 75 1, the Armenian Wetftein ufed the liberty of his times> 
and of his fedl. 

"* Of all the MSS. now extant, above four-fcore in number, fome 
of which are more than 1200 years old (Wetftein ad loc.). The 
orthodox copies of the Vatican, of the Complutenlian ejditors of Ro- 
bert Stephens, are become invifible : and the t<wo MSS. of Dublin 
Vnd Berlin are unworthy to form an exception. See Emlyn^ Works, 

if % ToU 
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CHAP. It was firft alleged by the Catholic biftiops, 
XXXVII. ^hQin Hunneric fummoned to the conference 
of Carthage "^. An allegorical interpretation, 
in the form, perhaps, of a marginal note, 
invaded the text of the Latin Bibles, which 
were renewed and corre6led in a dark pe- 
riod of ten centuries *'^ After the invention 
of printing "% the editors of the Greek Tef- 
tament yielded to their own prejudices, or 
thofe of the times "*j and the pious fraud, 
which was embraced with equal zeal at Rome 
and at Geneva, has been infinitely multi- 



Yol. ii. p. 227 — 255. 269-*-299.; and M. de 'MifTy's four ingeniouf 
letters^ in-torn, viii.'and ix« of the Journal Britannique. 

"* Or, more properly> by the four bifhops who compofed and 
published thfe prdfeffion of faith in the name of their brethren. They 
ftyle this text, luce cUrius (Vi<Slor VitenOs de Perfecut. Vandal.' 1. iii; 
c II p. 54.). It is quoted foon afterwards by the African polemics^ 
VigUius and Fulgentius. 

*' In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Bibles were corre^ed 
by Lanfrancy Archbilhop of Canterbury^ and by Nicolas, a cardinal 
and librarian of the Roman church, fecundum orthodoxam fidem 
(Wetftein, Prolegom. p. 84> 85.). Notwithilanding thefe corre<5tions^ 
the palTage is itill wanting in twenty-five Latin MSS. (Wetflein ad 
loc), ^e oldefl and the faireft ; two qualities feldom united, except 
in raanufbripts. 

"^ The art which the Germans had invented was applied in Italy tc> 
the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The origmal Greek of 
the new Teftament was publifhed about the fame time (A.D. 15 14. 
15 16. 1520.) by the indufhy of Bntimus, and the munificence of ^ 
Cardinal Ximenes. The Complutenfian Polyglot coft the Cardinal 
50,000 ducats. See Mattaire AnnaL Typograph. tom.iL p. 2 — 8«. 
I»5— 133.5 and Wetflein, Prolegomena, p. 116 — 127. 

"5 The three witnefTes have been efiablifhed in our Greek Tefla- 
ments by the prudence of Erafinus ; the honeft bigotry of the Com- 
plutenfian editors ; the typographical fraud, or error, of Robert Stephens 
in the placing a crotchet ; and the deliberate falfehoody or fbrang* 
mifapprehenfion of Theodope Beza. 
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plied in every country and every language of c h A p. 
modern Europe. ^^^^^ 

The example of fraud mud excite fufpicion j andmira- 
and the Ipecious miracles by which the African c^- 
Catholics have defended the truth and juilice of 
their caufe, may be afcribed, with more reafon, 
to their own induftry, than to the vifible pro- 
te6lion of Heaven. Yet the hiilorian, who views 
this religious confli6t with an impartial eye, may 
condefcend to mention one preternatural event, 
which will edify the devout, and furprife the in- 
credulous. Tipafa'*% a maritime colony of 
Mauritania, fixteen miles to the eaft of Caefarea, 
had been diftinguilhed, in every age, by the 
orthodox zeal of its inhabitants. They had 
braved the fury of the Donatifts'"; they refifted, 
or eluded, the tyranny o^ the Arians. The to wri 
was deferted on the approach of an heretical 
bilhop ; moft of the inhabitants who could pro- 
cure fliips paffed over to the coaft of Spain ; and' 
the unhappy remnant, refufing all communion 
with the ufurper, ftill prefumed to hold their 
pious, but illegal, affemblies. Their difobe- 
dience exafperated the cruelty of Hunneric. A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa: he colle6led the Catholics in the Forum,* 
and, in the prefence of the whole province, de- 

'«» PKn, Hilt Natural, v. i. Itinerar. Wfefleling, p. 15. Ceir*- 
riust Geograph.Antiq.tom.il. partii. p* 127. This Tipafa (which 
muft not be confounded with another in Numidia) was a town of 
fome note> fince Vefpafian endowed it with the right of Latium. 

'" Optatus Afilevitanus de Schifin. Donatiit. I. ii. p. 3S. ^ 

u 3 prived 
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CHAP, prived the guilty of their jight hands and their 
xxxvu. tongues. But the holy confeffors continued to 
ipeak without tongues ; and this miracle is at- 
tefted by Vi6lor, a'n African bifliop, who pub- 
lished an hiftoiy of the perfecution within two 
years after the event'". " If any one," fays 
Vidlor, " fhould doubt of the truth, let him 
" repair to Conftantinopley and liften to the clear 
" and perfect language of Reftitutiis, the fub- 
" deacon, one of thefe gloriousr fufferers, who 
" is now lodged in the palace of the Emperor 
^' Zeno, and is refpe6led by the devout Em- 
" prefs.'* At Conftantinople we are aftoniftied 
to find' a cool, a learned, and unexceptionable 
witnefs, without intereft, and without paffion. 
iEneas of Gaza, a Platonic philofopher, has ac- 
curately defcribed his own obfervations on thefe 
African fufferers. " I faw them myfelf : I heard 
*' them fpeak : I diligently enquired by what 
** means fuch an articulate voice could be formed 
** without any organ of Ipeech : I ufed my eyes 
*^ to examine the report of my ears : I opened 
" their mouth, and faw that the whole tongue 
" had been completely torn away by the roots; 
" an operation which the phyficians generally 
« fuppofe to be mortal "^'' The teftimony of 



»" ViAor Vitenfis, v. 6. p. 76. Ruinart, p. 483 — 487. 

"^ Mnesi9 Gazseus in Theophrafto, in Biblioth. Patrum, tdm. viii, 
p. 6649 665. He was a Chriitiany and compofed this Dialogue (the 
Theophraftus) on the immortality of the foul, and the refumeiiion 
of the body; befides twenty-five Epiftles, ftill extant. See Cave 
(Hilt. Litteraria> p. 297.) and Fabricius (Bibl. Grsec. torn. i. p. 4^2.}. 
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:3Eneas of Gaza might be confirmed by the fu- c H a r 
perfiuous evidence of the Emperor Juftinian, in ^^^\ 
a perpetual edi6l ; of Count Marcellinus, in his 
Chronicle of the times ; and of Pope Gregoiy 
the Firft, who had refided at Conftantinople, as 
the minifter of the Roman pontiff'**. They all 
lived within the compafs of a century; and they 
all appeal to their perfonal knowledge, or the 
public notoriety, for the truth of a miracle, 
which was repeated in feveral inftances, dif- 
played on the greateft theatre of the world, and 
fubmitted, during a feries of years, to the calm 
examination of the fenfes. This fupernatural 
gift of the African confeffors, who fpoke with- 
out tongues, will command the affent of thofe, 
and of thofe only, who already believe that their 
language was pure and orthodox. But the ilub- 
born mind of an infidel is guardeii by fecret, 
incurable fufpicion ; and the Arian, or Socinian, 
who has ferioufly reje6led the dodtrine of the 
Trinity, will not be (haken by the mod plaufible 
evidence of an Athanafian miracle. 

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfevered The mm 
in the profeffion of Arianifm till the final ruin of of Arian- 
the kingdoms which they had founded in Africa ^B^"f 
and Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted nans, 

A.D. 

'*♦ Juitinian. Codexy 1. i. tit. zxvii. MarceUin. in Chron. p. 45. 500—700. 
in Tlielaur. Temporum Scaliger. Procopiusy de Bell. Vandal. .1. i. 
€• 7. p. Z96. Gregor. Magnus Dialog, iii. 32. None of thefe wit- 
nefies have fpecified the number of th& confeflbrsy which is fixed at 
fixty in an old menology (apud Ruinartt p. 4S6.). Two of them 
loft their fpeech by fornication ; but the miracle is enhanced by dte 
fingular inftance of a boy who had never ipoken before his toqgae 
■Was cut ouU 

U 4 to 
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c HA P. to the orthodox dominion of the Franks; and 
^^^ Spain was reftored to the Catholic church by 

the voluntary converfion of the Vifigoths. 
Revolt and This falutary revolution"* was haftened by the 
^^^" example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer 
Hermene- reafou may llyle an ungrateful rebel. Leovi- 
l^^/'^ gild, the Gothic monarch of Spain, deferved the 
A.D. refpe6l of his enemies, and the love of his fub- 
577—584. je6ls : the Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, 
and his Arian fynods attempted, without much 
fuccefs, to reconcile their fcrupl^s by aboliftiing 
the unpopular rite of a fecond baptifm. His 
eldeft fon Hermenegild, who was invefted by his 
father with the royal diadem, and the fair prin^ 
cipality of Boetica, contra6ted an honourable and 
orthodox alliance with a Merovingian princefs, 
the daughter of Sigibert, King of Auftrafia, and 
of the famous Brunechild. The beauteous In- 
gundis, who was no more than thirteen years 
of age, was received, beloved, and perfecuted, in 
the Arian court of Toledo ; and her religious 
conftanicy was alternately affaulted with blandiih- 
ments and violence by Goifvintha, the Gothic 
queen, who abufed the double claim of n^aternal 
authority *^^. Incenfed by her refiftancc, Goif- 
vintha 

*'5 See the two general hiftorians of Spain, Mariana (Hift. de Rebus 
Hifpanise, torn. i. I. v. c. la — 15. p. 182 — 194.) and Perreras (Frenck 
tranflation, torn. ii. p. 2o6--a47«)- Mariana almoft forgets that he 
is a Jefuit, to afliime the ftyle and fpirit of a Ronoan clafiic. Fer- 
reras, an induftrious compiler, reviews his fa(5ls, and re(5Ufies his chro- 
nology. 

"'^ Goifvintha fucceflively married two kings of the Vifigoths: 
Athanigild) to whom ihe bore Brunechild, the mother of Ingundi» ; 

and 
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vintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long c hap. 
hair^ inhumanly dafhed her againft the ground, ^^^^'^ 
kicked her till fhe was covered with blood, and 
at laft gave orders that flie Ihould be ftripped, 
and thrown into a bafon, or fifh-pond "^ Love 
and honour might excite Hermenegild to refent 
this injurious treatment of his bride ; and he was 
gradually perfuaded that Ingundis fufFered for 
the caufeof divine truth. Her tendercomplaints, 
and the weighty arguments of Leander, Arch- 
bifliop of Seville, accompliihed his converflon ; 
and the heir of the Gothic monarchy was initiated 
in the Nince faith by the folemn rites of con- 
firmation. "^ The ralh youth, inflamed by zeal, 
and perhaps by ambition, was tempted to violate 
the duties of a fon, and a fubje6l ; and the Ca- 
tholics of Spain, although they Could not com-« 
plain of perfecution, applauded his pious rebel- 
lion againft an heretical father. The civil war 
was protra6i;ed by the long and obftinate fieges of 
Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had ftre- 
nuoufly efpoufed the party of Hermenegildt He 
invited the orthodox Barbarians, the Suevi, andl 

and Leovigildy whofe two fons, Hermenegild and Recatedf were 
the iflue of a former marriage. 

""^ Iracundise furore fuccenfay adprehenfam per cbmam capitis 
puellam in terram conliditf et diu calcibus verberatam^ ac fanguine 
cruentatam) juilit expoliari, et pifcins immergi. Greg. Turon. 
1. V. c. 39. in torn. ii. p. 255. Gregory is one of our belt originalt 
for this portion of hiftory. 

*^ The Catholics who admitted the b^tifm of heretic?, repeated 
the rite, or, as it was afterwards ftyled, the facrament of confirma,? 
tion, to which they afcribed many myflic and marvellous preroga- 
tives, both viltble and invifible. See Chardon, Hill* des Sacremensa 
tom.i. p. 405 — SSZ' 

the 
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the Franks, to the deftruftion of his native land : 
he folicited the dangerous aid of the Romans, 
who pofleffed Africa, and a part of the Spaniflt 
coall ; and his holy ambaflador, the Archbifliop 
Leander, effectually negociated in perfon with 
the Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Ca- 
tholics were cruflied by the afilive diligence of a 
monarch who commanded the troops and trea- 
fures of Spain ; and the guilty Hermenegild, after 
his vain attempts to refill or to efcape, was com- 
pelled to furrender himfelf into the hands of an 
incenfed fathen Leovigild was ftill mindful of 
that facred character; and the rebel, defpoiled of 
the regal ornaments, was ftill permitted, in a 
decent exile, to profefs the Catholic religion^ 
His repeated and unfuccefsful treafons at length 
provoked the indignation of the Gothic king ; 
and the fentence of death, which.he pronounced 
with apparent relu6lance, was privately executed 
in the tower of Seville. The inflexible conftancy 
with which he refufed to accept the Arian com- 
munion, as the price of his fafety, may excufe 
the honours that have been paid to the memory 
of St. Hermenegild. His wife and infant fon 
were detained by the Romans in ignominious 
captivity : and this domeftic misfortune tarnifli- 
ed the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the 
laft moments of his life. 

His fon and fucceffor, Recared, the firft Ca. 
thoiic King of Spain, had imbibed the faith of 
his unfortunate brother, which he fupported with 
more prudence and fuccefs. Inftead of revolting 

a^ainil 
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<aga!n(l his father, Recared patiently expe6led chap, 
the hour of his death. Inftead of condemning ^^^^^^ 
his memory, he pioufly fuppofed, that the dying 
monarch had abjured the errors of Arianifm, and 
recqjfnmended to his fon the converfion of the 
Gothic nation. To s^cqomplifh that falutary 
end, Recared convened an aflembly of the 
Arian clergy and nobles, declared himfelf a 
Catholic, and exhorted them to imitate the ex- 
ample of their prince. The laborious inters 
pretation of doubtful lexts, or the curious pur- 
fuit of metaphyfical arguments, would have 
excited an endlefs controverfy; and the mo- 
narch difcreetly propofed to his illiterate au- 
dience two fubftantial and vifible arguments, 
the teftimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The 
Earth had fubmitted to the Nicene fynod : the 
Romans, the Barbarians, and the inhabitants of 
Spain, unanimoufly profeffed the fame orthodox 
creed ; and the Vifigoths refitted, almoft alone, 
the confent of the Chriftian world. A fuperfli- 
tious age was prepared to reverence, as the tefti- 
mony of Heaven^ the preternatural cures, which 
were performed by the flcill or virtue of the Ca- 
tholic clergy ; the baptifmal fonts of Offet in 
Bc3etica"% which were fpontaneoufly replenilhed 

'^ Oflet» or Julia Conftantiay was oppofite to Seville^ on the 
northern fide of the Boetis (Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3.) : and the authentic 
reference of Gregory of Tours (Hiit. Francor. 1. vi. c. 43* p. a88.) 
deferves more credit than the name of Luiitania (de Gloria Martyr. 
c. 34«)^ which has been eagerly embraced by the vaiil and fuperilitious 
Fortuguefe (Feireraa^ Hlft. d'£fpagne> torn. iL p. z66.}. 

each 
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CHAP, each year, on the vigil of Eafter'^°; and the 
xxxvn. miraculous flirine of St. Martin of Tours, which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and 
people of Gallicia'^'. The Catfiolic king encoun- 
tered fome difficulties on this important change 
of the national religion. A confpiracy fecretly 
fomented by the queen-dowager, was formed 
againfl his life ; and two counts excited a dan- 
gerous revolt in the Narbonnefe Gaul. But Re- 
cared difarmed the conlpirators, defeated the 
rebels, and executed fevere juftice ; which the 
Arians, in their turn, might brand with the re- 
proach of perfecution. Eight biihops, whofe 
names betray their Barbaric origin, abjured their 
errors ; and all the books of Arian theology were 
reduced t6 aflies, with the houfe in which they 
had been purpofely coUedled. The whole body 
of the Vifigoths and Suevi were allured or driven 
into the pale of the Catholic communion ; the 
faith, at leaft of the rifing generation, was fervent 
and fincere ; and the devout liberality of the 
Barbarians enriched the churches and mona£> 
teries of Spain. Seventy biihops aflembled in 
the council of Toledo, received the fubmiflion of 
their conquerors ; and the zeal of the Spaniards 
improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the pro-^ 

'^"^ This miracle was ikilfully peifonned. An Arian king fealed 
the doors^ and dug a deep trench round the churchy without being 
abi^ to intercept the Eafter fapply of baptifmal water. 

'^' Ferreras (tom.ii. p. i68 — 175. AJX55o.)has illufirated the 
difficulties which regard the time and circumfiances of the converfion 
of the SuevL They had been recently united by Leovigild to the . 
Gothic monarchy of Spain. ^ 

ceffion 
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cfeflSon of the Holy Ghoft, from the Son, as well chap. 
as from the Father; a weighty point of doc- ^^^^\ 
trine, which produced,long afterwards, thefchifm 
of the Greek and Latin churches '2\ The royal 
profelyte immediately fainted and confulted Pope 
Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and 
holy prelate, whofe reign was diftinguifhed by 
the converfion of heretics and infidels. The 
ambafladors of Recared relpe6lfully offered on 
the threihold of the Vatican his rich prefents of 
gold and gems: they accepted, as a lucrative 
exchange, the hairs of St. John the Baptift ; b? 
crofs, which inclofed a fmall piece of the true 
wood; and a key, that contained fome particles' 
of iron which had been fcraped from the chains* 
ofSt» Peter '33. 

The fame Gregory, the fpiritual conqueror of ConTer- 
Britain, encouraged the pious Theodelinda, ^"J^^Ihi* 
Queen of the Lombards,to propagate the Nicene of Italy, 
faith among the viS;orious (avages, whofe recent ^*^<^<^ 
Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herefy. 
Her devout labours ftill left room for the induftry 
and fuccefs of future miffionaries; and many cities 
of Italy were ftill difputed by hoftile biihops. 
Butthecaufeof ArianifmwasgraduallyfuppreiTed 
by the weight of truth, of intereft, and of ex- 
ample; and the controveriy, which Egypt had 

'** This addition to the Nicene, or rather the Conftantinopolitan 
creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A J). 653 ; 
but it was exprelfiveof the popular dodlrine (Gerard Voillus, torn. vi. 
P'547- de tribus Symbolis). 

'^ See Gregor. Magn. 1. vii. epiil. I a 6. apud Baronium, Annal. 
Ecdef* AJD. 599. N^ 25, %6. 

derived 
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CHAP, derived from the Platonic fchool, was terminated, 
,^^^ ^ after a war 9f three hundred years^ by the final 

converfion of the Lombards of Italy '^\ 
Perfecu- The firft miffionaiies who preached the gofpel 
Jews' in ^ *^ ^^^ Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of 
Spain, reafon, and claimed the benefit of toleration '^^ 
^j^' But no fooner had they eftablilhed their fpiritual 
dominion, than they exhorted the Chriftian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Ro- 
man or Barbaric fuperftition. The fucceffors of 
Clovis infli6led one hundred laflies on thq pea- 
iants who refufed to defl:roy their idols ; the crime 
of facrificing to the daemons, was puniflied by 
the Anglo-Saxon laws, with the heavier penal- 
ties of imprifonment and confifcation ; and even 
the wife Alfred adcfpted, as an indilpenfableduty, 
the extreme rigour of the Mofaic inftitutions '^^ 
But the punifliment, and the crime, were gra- 
dually abolifhed among a Chriftian people : the 
theological difputes of the fchools were ful^end- 
ed by propitious ignorance ; and the intolerant 
Ipirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he- 



'^ P^iul Wamefiid (de Geftis Langobard. L iv. c. 44, p. 853.-cdit, 
Grot.) allows that Arianifm ftiil prevailed under the reign of Rotharis 
(A.D. 636«— 652*). The pious Deacon does not attempt to mark 
the precife sra of the national converfion^ which was accompliihed> 
however, before the end of the feventh century, 

'^* Quorum fidei et converfioni ita congratulatus eife rex perhibetur, 
ut nullum tamen cogeret ad Chriftianifmum. . . • Didicerat enim a 
dod^oribus au<5loribufque fuse falutis> fervitium Chriili voluntarium non 
coadlitium eife debere. Bedae Hlft. Ecclefiaftic. 1. i. c. 26. p. 62* 
edit* Smith* 

'^'^ Seethe Hiftorians of France, tom.iv. p. II4.; and Wilkinsi 
Leges Anglo Saxonies, p. 11. 31. Siquis Ikcrificium immolaverit 
prseter Deo foli morte moriatur. 

retics 
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retics was reduced to the perfecution of the c H A P* 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fomc xxx m 
iynagogues in the cities of Gaul ; but Spain, 
fince the time of Hadrian, was filled with their 
numerous colonies '^\ The wealth which they 
accumulated by trade, and the management of 
the financies, invited the pious avarice of their 
xnafters ; and they might be oppreffed without 
danger, as they had loft the ufe, and even the re* 
membrance, of arms. Sifebut, a Gothic king, 
who reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen- 
tury, proceeded at once to the laft extremes of 
peiiecution ''^ Ninety thoufand Jews were 
compelled to receive the facrament of baptifm } 
the fortunes of the obftinate infidels were confiT-. 
cated, their bodies were tortured ; and it feems 
doubtful whether theywere permitted to abandon 
their native country. The exceffive zeal of the 
Catholic king wa^ moderated, even by the clergy 
of Spain, who folemnly pronounced an inconfift« 
ent fentence^ that the facraments fliould not be 
forcibly impofed; but that the Jews who had been 
baptized fhould be conftrained £:>r the honour of 
the church, to perfevere in the external pra6tice 

'^ The Jew9 pretend that they were introduced into Spain hj 
the fleets of Solomon, and the arms of Nebuchadnezzar ; that Hadrian 
tranfported forty thoufand families of the Tribe of Judah, and ten 
thou£ind of the tribe of Benjanun> &c. Bafnage^ HifL des Juifst 
tpm. Yii*c.9. p. 240— -356. 

'^^ liidorey at that time Archbilhop of Seville^ mentionsi difap- 
proves^ and congratulates) the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. Gotli. 
p. 74S.). Baronius (AJ>. 614. K"" 41.) affigns the number on the 
tmdence of Almoin (1. W» c 2%.): but the evidence is weaky and I 
have not been able f verify the quotation (Hiftodans of France^ 
tom*i0« p»ift7«X 

' of 
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CHAP, of a religion which they difcelieved and detefted- 
^^^ Their frequent relapfes provoked one of the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Sifebut, to baniih the whole nation from 
his dominions ; and a council of Toledo pub- 
liftied a decree that every Gothic king fliould 
fwear to maintain this ialutary edidl. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the vidlims, 
whom they delighted to tortufe, or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious flaves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreffion. The 
Jews ftill continued in Spain, under the weight 
of the civil and ecclefiaftical law^s, which in the 
fame country have been faithfully iranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquifition* The Gothic kings . 
and. bifhops at length difcovered, that injuries 
will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fecret or 
profeffed enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied 
in fervitude, and diftrefs; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefe of the 
Arabian conquerors '^^ 
Conclu- As foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 

^*®"* powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fition: the eftablifliment of an obfcure do<Slrine 
fuggefted new queftions, and new difputes; and . 
it was always in the power of an ambitious pre- 
late, or a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of 
« 

'^ Bafnage (torn. viii. c. 13. p. 388 — 400.) faithfully reprefeilts th« 
ftate of the Jews : but he might have added from the canons of the- 
Spaniih coandls^ and the laws of the Viligoths, many curious circum- 
fiancesy eilential to his fubje<fl9 though they are foreign to mine. 

the 
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the church, and, perhaps, of the empire. The chap. 
hiftorian of the empire may overlook thofe dif- xxxyn. 
putes which were confined to the obfcurity of 
fchools and fynods. The Manichaeans, who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chrift and of 
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced themfelves 
into the provinces : but thefe foreign fe6laries 
were involved in the common difgrace of the 
Gnoflics, and the Imperial laws were executed 
by the public hatred. The rational opinions of 
the Pelagians were propagated from Britain to 
Rome, Africa^ and Paleftine, and filently expired 
in a fuperftitious age. But the Eaft was diftra6ted 
by the Neftorian and Eutychian controverfies j 
which attempted to explain the myflery of the 
incarnation^ and haftened the ruin of Chrifti- 
anity in her native land* Thefe controverfies 
were firft agitated under the reign.of the younger 
Theodofius : but their important confequences 
extend far beyond the limits of the prefent vo* 
lume. The metaphyfical chain of argument, 
the conteft of ecclefiaftical ambition, and their 
political influence on the decline of the Byzantine 
empire, may afford an interefting and inflru6live 
feries of hiftory, from the general councils of 
Ephefus and Chalcedon, to the conquefl of the 
Eaft by the fiicceffore of Mahomet^ 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

Reign and Converfoii of Clovis. — His ViBories 
over the Alemanni, Bnrgundians^ and Vijigoths. 
— EJlabli/liment of fhe French Monarchy in 
Gaul. — Laws of the Barbarians. — State of the 
Romans. — The Vifgoths of Spain. — Conquejl 
of Britain by t/ie Saxons. 

CHAP. 'Y'HE Gauls', who impatiently fupported tho 

^ - J^^* Roman yoke, received a memorable leffon 

Therevo- from One of the lieutenants of Vefpafian, whofe 

6aiX°^ weighty fenfe has been refined and exprefled 

by the genius of Tacitus *• " The prote6lion 

<* of the republic has delivered Gaul from inter-* 

** nal difcord and foreign invafions. By the loft 

** of national independence, you have acquired 

** the name and privileges of Roman citizens. 

«« You enjoy, in common witli ourfelves, the 

^' permanent benefits of civil government j and 

** your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 

** accidental mifchiefs of tyranny. Inflead of 

' In thu chapter I (hall draw my quotations from the Recueil d«i 
Hiiloriens des Gaiiles et de la France^ Parisy 1738 — 17679 in eleven 
-volumes in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet^ and the other 
Benedi^ines^ all the original teftimoniesy as far as A.D. io6o» ar»^ 
difpofed in chronological order, and illufirated with learned notes. 
Such a national worky which will be continued to the year 1500^ 
m^ht provoke our emulation* 

" Tacit. Hift. iv. 739 74- in torn. L p. 445- To abridge Tacttii^ 
would indeed be prefumptuous : but I ma^ feledt the general 
ideas which he allies to the prefeat ftate aad future revolutioot 
ofCauL 

" exercifipg 
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*• exerciiing the rights of conqueft, we have been chap. 

" contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi- P^^"^; 

*' fite for your own prefervation. Peace cannot 

^* be fecured without armies ; and armies muft 

^* be fupported at the expence of the people. 

" It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 

*' guard the barrier of the Rhine againft the 

** ferocious Germans, who have fo often at* 

" tempted, and who will always defire, to ex- 

*' change the folitude of their woods and morafles 

*' for the wealth and fertility of Gaul. The fall 

*' of Rome would be fatal to the provinces ; and 

** you would be buried in the ruins of that mighty 

" fabric, which has been raifed by the valour and, 

*' wifdom of eight hundred years. Your ima- 

*' ginary freedom would be infulted andoppreffed 

<« by a lavage mailer.; and the expulfion of the 

*' Romans would be fucceeded by the eternal 

*' hoftilitiesofthe Barbarian conquerors'.** This 

falutary advice was accepted, and this ftrange 

predi6bion was accomplifhed. In the fpace of 

four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had 

encountered the arms of Caefar, were impercep* 

tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 

fubje6ls : the Weftern empire was diffolvedj and 

the Germans, who had paffed the Rhine, fiercely 

contended for the poffeffion of Gaul, and excited 

the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 

poliflied inhabitants. With that confcious pride 

^ Eadem femper . cauia Grermtnls tranfcendendi in GallU libido 
aitque ayaritise et matanda& fedis amor ; Ut relidtis paludibus et fo- 
litudinibus fuisy fecundiifimum hoc fohim vofque ipfos pofliderent 
. . . Nam pulfis Romam» ^d aliud quaia belb ouuuum inter fe 
gentium •xfifieat? 

ic % w^ich 
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CHAP, which the pre-eminence of knowledge and luxury 
^^^ ^^' feldom fails to infpire, they derided the hairy 
and gigantic favages of the North j their ruftic 
manners^ diffonant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally dilgufting to the 
fight and to the fmell. The liberal ftudies were 
ftiir cultivated in the fchools of Autun and Bor- 
deaux ; and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aftonifl;ied by the harfh and unknown founds 
of the Germanic dialefib, and they ingenioufly 
lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmony of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were 
endowed with all the advantages of art and na- 
ture; but as they wanted courage to defend them, 
they were juftly condemned to obey, and even to 
to flatter, the vi6lorious Barbarians, by whole 
clemency they held their precarious fortunes and 
their lives ^ 
Euric, As foon as Odoacer had extinguilhed the Weft- 

vir^^l*^^ ern empire, he fought the friendfhip of the moft 
A.D.'' powerful of the Barbarians. The new fovereign 
476— 485- of Italy refigned to Euric, King of the Viflgoths, 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean ^r and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fbme oftenta*- 
tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve- 



* Sidonius Apollinaris ridicules, with'afifecaed wit and pleafantryv 
the hardOiips of his fituation (Carm. xii. in tom.i. p. 8ii.)i 

^ See Procopius de BelL Gothico, Li. «• 12. in tom.iL p*3i« 

The chara(5ter of Orotius inclines me to believ<^9 that he has not 

fubftituted the, RJifine for the lUotu (HilL GothonuDf. p. 17 S'} 

without the authority of fome MS» 

♦ 
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mie or dominron. The lawful pretenfions of c H A p* 
£uric were juftified by ambition and fuccefe; and ^^^^^ 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com^ 
mand, to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Aries 
and Marfeilles fiirrendered to his arms: he op- 
prefled the freedom of Auvergne ; and the Bifhop 
condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile by 
a tribute of juft, but relu6tant, praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of ambaifadors and fuppHants ; and their 
various bufinefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted 
the power, and the renown, of the King of the 
Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies with its casrulean 
colour, implored his prote6tion ; and the Saxons 
relpe^ed the maritime provinces of a prince, who 
was deftitute of any naval force. The tall Buiv 
^undians fubmitted to his authority ; lior did he 
xellore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on 
that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 
The Vandalsof Africa cultivated his ufefulfriend- 
fliip; and the Qftrogoths of Pannonia were fup- 
ported by his powerful aid againfl the oppreflion 
<if the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch are 
the lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap- 
peafed, by the nod of Euric j the great King of 
Perfia confulted the oracle of the Weft ; and the 
aged god of the Tyber was prote6led by the fwell- 
ing genius of the Garonne ^. The fortune of 
nations has often depended <3fn accidetits j and 

^ SidonitiS) L tiii. epift. 3. 9. in torn. i. p. $oo» Jornandes (de 
Rfebus Oeticisy c. 47. p. 680.) jtiftifieS} in fome meafurey this portrait 
of the Gothic hero. 

X 3 France 
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CHAP. France may afcribe her greatoefs to the prema- 
^^Y^": ture death of the Gothic king, at a time when 
his fon Alaric was an helplefs infant, and his ad- 
verlary Clovis ^ an ambitious and valiant youth. 
Oovis, While Childericj the father of Clovis, lived an 

the Franks, ^^^^^ ^^ Germany, he was hofpitably entertained 
^A.D. by the Queen, as well as by the King, of the 
Thuringians. After hisrefl;oration,Bafina efcaped 
from her huflband's bed to the arms of her lover; 
freely declaring, that if fhe had known a man 
wifer, ftronger or more beautiful, than Childeric, 
that man Ihould have been the objefit of her 
•preference ^ Clovis was the offspring of this vo- 
luntary union ; and, when he was no more than 
fifteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father^s 
^death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom* were confined to 
the ifland of the Batavians, with the ancient dio- 
cefes of Tournay and Arras '° j and at the bap- 

^ I ufe the familiar appellation of Clo*visy £rom the Latin Chlodo'ue* 
ebusi or Chlod(n)aus» But the Ch exprefles only the German afpira- 
tion I and the true name is not difierent from Luduirtt or Lewis 
(Mem. de I'Academie des Infcriptions^ torn. xx. p. 680* 

^ Greg. Turon. I. ii. c. 12. in torn, i, p. x68. Balina (peaks the 
language of nature : the Franksy iwho had feen her in their youths 
might converfe with Gregory in their old age; and the Biihop 
of Tours could not wiih to defame the mother of the firft Chriftian 
king. 

^ The Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique de rEubliifement de la Mo- 
narchic Fran9ois dans les Gaules, tom. i.p. 630—650.), has the merit 
of defining the primitive kingdom of Clovis^ and of a£:ertaibing the 
genuine number^ of his fubjedls. 

'° Ecclefiam incultam ac negligentii civium Paganoram prster* 
nuflam, veprium deGtate oppletam^ &c. Vit. St. Vedafii> in torn. iii. 
p. 37 a. This defcription fuppofes that Arras was pofleiled by the 
f agans, m^ny yeap before the baptifin of Clovis* 

tifoi 
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tifm of Clovis, the number of his warriors coul^ chap. 
not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of j^^xviir. 
the Franks, who had feated themfelves along the 
Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meufe, the Mo- 
feUe, and the Rhine, were governed by their in- 
dependent kings, of the Merovingian race ; the 
equals, the allies, and fotnetimes the enemies, of 
the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obey- 
ed, in peace, the hereditary jurifdi6lion of their 
chiefs, were free to follow the flandard of a 
popular and viftorious general ; and the fupe- 
rior merit of Clovis attra6ted the relpe6l and 
allegiance of the national confederacy. When 
he firft took the field, he had nieither gold and 
filver in his coffers, nor wine and corn in his 
magazines": but he imitated the example of 
Caefar, who, in the fame country, had ^quired 
wealth by the fword, and purchafed foldie^ with 
the fruits of conquefl. After each fucce&ful 
battle or expedition, the fpoils were accumulated 
in one common mafs : every warrior received his 
proportionable ftiare ; and the royal prerogative 
fubmitted to the equal regulations of military 
law. The untamed fpirit of the Barbarians 
was taught to acknowledge the advantages of 
regular difcipline ". At the annual review 

" Gregory of Tours (l.y. c. i. in torn. 11. p. »3a.) contrafb th» "" 
poverty of Clovis with the wealth of his grandfons. Yet Remigius 
(in torn. iv. p-55&») mentions his patemas opes^ as fufficient for th» 
redemption of captives. 

. '* See Gregory (l.ii. c, 27, 37* m torn. ii. p. 175. 181, i8a.). 
The famous ilory of the vafe of Soiilbns explains both the power 
aind the chamber of Clovis. As a point of controverfy, it has beea 
firangely tortured by BoulainvilIier8> Dubos^ ^d the other poUtical 
4]iti<|u«iri4ns. 

X 4 ot 
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CHAP. <jf the month of March, their arms were dili* 
.^ ^ ^ . J - gently infpefiled ; and when they trayerfed a 
peaceful territory, they were prohibited fron 
touching a blade of grafs. The juftice of Clovia 
was inexorable; and his carelefs or difobedient 
Ibldiers were puniihed with inftant death. It 
would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a , 
Frank: but the valour of Clovis was directed -by 
cool and confummate prudence '^ In all his 
tranfa6^ions with mankind, he calcul^rted the 
weight of intereft, of paffion, and of opinion j 
and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the 
fanguinary manners of the Germans, a^d fome- 
times moderated by the njilcler genius of Kojene, 
and Chriftianity, He was intercepted in the 
career of victory, fince he died in the forty-ififth 
year of his age: but he had already accamplifhed^ 
in a reign of thirty years, the eftablilhment of the 
French monarchy in Gaul. 
His vie- The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of 

SyTgriZ '^y^g^^^' ^^^ ^^" ^^ ^gidius; ifx\^d the public 
A.D. 486. quarrel might, on this occafion, be inflamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
, infulted the Merovingian race 5 the power of the 
fon might excite the jealous ambition of the King 
pf the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo- 
nial eftate, the city and diocefe.of SoilTons: the 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic, Eheima 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would na- 

** The Duke of Niveraois, % noble ftatefman, who has managed 
weighty and delicate negotiations, ingenioufly illuftrates (Mem. 
de TAcad. dea Infcriptions, torn. 2U. p. 14 7—1 84.) the political fj-ftem 
of Cloyis. 

turally 
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turally fubmit to the count or patrician '^.; and C H A p^ 
after the diiJblution of the Weftem empire, he ^^^kvjil 
^ight reign with the title, or at leail with the 
authoxity, of Xing of the Romans'^ As a Ro* 
ma,n, he had been educated in the liberal fladies 
of rhetoric .and jurifprudenoe; but he was en«- 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar mfe 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar^ 
banians reforted to the tribunal of a ilranger, who 
pofiefied the fingular talent of explaining, in their 
9litiv<e tongue, the didtates of rieafon and equity. 
The 4iligence and affability of their judge renv 
4ered him popular, the impartial wifdom of hia 
d;ecrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and 
the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu* 
tion of civil fociety'^ In the midil of thefe 
peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and 
boldly accepted, the hoftile defiance of Clovis; 
who challenged his rival in the fpirit, and al^ 
woft in the language, of chivalry^ to appoint the 

'♦ M. Biet (in a DilTertation which deferved the prize of the 
Academy of Soiflbns, p. 178 — 226.) has accurately defined the natvire 
|uad extent of the kingdom of Syagrius, and his father ; but he too 
readily allows the flight evidence of Dabos (tom.ii. p. 54 — ^57.) to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens^ 

'^ I may obferve that Fredegarius* in his Epitome of Gr^;ory of 
Tours (torn. ii. p. 398.), has prudently fubftitutcd the name of Patri' 
0UJ for the incredible title of ^x Ro/nanorum, 

'^ Sidonius (1. v. Epift. 5.^ in tom.i. p. 794«)> who ftyles him the 
Solon> the Amphion of the Barbarians^ addreiles this imaginary kio^ 
in the tone of fnendflup 'and equality. From fuch offices of arbitra- 
tion, the crafty Dejoces had raifed himielf to the throne of the Medet 
^Herodot. L u c. 96— xoo.)* 

day, 
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C H AT, day, and the field '% of battle. In the time of 
XXxynL Casfj^j.^ Soiflbns would have poured forth a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; and fuch an army might 
have been plentifully fupplied with fhields, cui- 
rafles, and military engines, from the three arfe<^ 
nals, gv manufa^ures of the city'^ But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth, were 
long fince exhaufted; and the loofe bands of vo- 
lunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius, were incapable of contend- 
ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without fome more accu- 
rate knowledge of his fl;rength and refources, to 
condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, who efcaped, 
after the lofs of a battle, to the diftant court of 
Thouloufe. The feeble minority of Alaric could 
not affifl;, or protect, an unfortunate fugitive ; the 
pufillanimou»'' Goths were intimidated by the 
menaces of Clovis ; and the Roman king, after a 
fliort confinement, was delivered into the hands of 
the executioner. The Belgic cities furrendered to 
the King of the Franks ; and his dominions were 



'7 Campum fibi prseparari juflit. M. Biet (p. 226—251.) has dili* 
l^ently afcertained this field of battle^ at Nogenty a Benedidiiae ab« 
beyy about ten miles to the north of Soiflbns. The ground wat 
inarked by a circle of Pagan fepulchres; and Clovis beflowed the ad- 
jacent lands of Leuilly and Coucy on the church of Rheims. 

'^ See Csefar. Comment, de Bell. Gallic, iu 4. in torn. L p. 220. and 
the Notitiacy tom. i. p. 126. The three Fabrica of Soiflbns were» 
Saitaria, Balifiarhh-^nd Clinabaria. The lafl fupplied the complete 
armour of the heavy cuirafiiers. 

* " The epithet mult be confined to the circumlbnces ; and hifiory 
cannot juft^y the French prejudice of Gregory (!• iu €• 27* in torn. iU 
p. 175.) ut Gothonun pavere moi eft. 

2 enlarged 
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enlarged towards the Eaft by the ample diocefe c ft A P* 
of Tongres% which Clovis fubdued in the tenth P^^ ^ 
year of his reign. 

The name of the Alemanni has been abfurdly Defeat 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on the ^o^^ 
banks of the Lemon lake*'. That fortunate dif- the Aie- 
tri6t, from the lake to Avenche, and Mount Jura, "^* ^ 
was occupied by the Burgundians**. The northern 
parts of Helvetia had indeed been fubdued by the 
ferocious Alemannijwho deftroyed with their own 
hands the fruits of their conqueft. A province, 
improved and adorned by the arts of Rome, was 
again reduced to a favage wildernels; and fome 
veftige of the ftately Vindoniffa may ftill be dif- 
covered in the fertile and populous valley of the 
Aar*^ From the fource of the Rhine, to its con- 
flux 



^ Dnbos has fatisfied me (t«m. i. p. 477 — a86.) that Gregoiy of 
Toursy his tranfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounded the 
German kingdom of Tburingiaj beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic 
city of Tongriaj on the Meufe, which was more anciently the country 
of the Eburonesy and more recently the diocefe of Liege. 

'* Populi habitantes juxta Lemannum lacum, AHmanni dicuntuf. 
Servius, ad Virgil. Georgic. iv. 278. Dom. Bouquet (tom.i. p.Si7.) 
has only alleged the more recent and comipt text «f Ifidore of 
Seville. 

'' Gregory of Tours fends St. Lupicinus inter ilia Jurenfis deferti 
fecreta> qus, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque iitat Aventicse ad- 
jacent civitady in tonuL P.64S. M* de WatteviUe (HifL de k 
Confideration Helvitique, tom.i. p. 9, 10.) has accurately defined 
the Helvetian limits of the dutchy of Alemannia, and the Tranju* 
rane Bui^undy. They were commenfurate with the diocefes of 
Conftance and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are ftill difcriminatedy 
in modem Switzeriandy by the ufe of the Germaui or French* lan« 
guage. 

*^ See Guilliman. de Rebus Helveticis, I. i. c. 3. p. zx, xz. Withm 
the vicient walU of Viadosifla» the caiUe of Habfim/gh^ the abbey 

of 
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£ H A P. flux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the formiaa* 
^^^ ble ftvarmfi of the Alemanni commaiided either 
fide of the river, by the right of ancient poffeffion^ 
or recent vi6loiy. They had fpread thenafelves 
into Gaul, over the modem provinces of AUace 
and Lorraine ; and their boldinvafion of the king- 
dom of Cologne fummoned the Salic prince to the 
defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis encoun* 
tered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, 
about twenty-four miles from Cologne; and the 
two fierceft nations of Germany were mutually 
animated by the memory of paft exploits, and the 
fwrofpeft of future greatnefs. The Franks, after an 
obilinate ftruggle, gave way; and the Alemanni, 
raifing a fhout of vi6lory, impetuoufly prefled 
&mv retreat. But the battle was reflored by the 
valour, the condu6l:, and perhaps by the piety of 
Clovis; and the event of the bloody day decided 
foreverthealtemativeof empire or fervitude. The 
laftkingof the Alemanni was flain in the field, and 
ills people were flaughtered and purfued, till they 
threw down their arras, and yielded to the mercy 
of the conqueror. Without difcipline it was impo£< 
fible for them to rally : they had contemptuoufly 
■demoliflied the walls and fortifications which 
might have protected their diilrefs; and they were 
followed into the heart of their forefts, by an 



of Konlgsfield, and the town of Bruck) have fucceffivdy arifen. The 
. philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of Roman con- 

quefty of feudal or Auftrian tyranny^ of monkiih fuperftition, and of 
.ioduftrious freedom. If he be tnily a philofopher> he will applaud the 

merit and h^ppinefs of his own times. 



enemy 
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enemy not lefs a6live^ or intrepid, than them- c K A P. 
lelves. The great Theodoric congratulated the ^^^^"^^ 
vi6lory of Clovis, whofe lifter Albofleda the King 
of Italy had lately married ; but he mildly inter- 
ceded with his brother in favour of the fupplianta 
and fugitives, who had implored his protedlion. 
The Gallic territories, which were poffefled by 
the Alemanni, became the prize of their con- 
queror ; and the haughty nation, invincible, or 
rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutions^ under the government . 
of oflScial, and, at length, of hereditary dukes* 
After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, 
the Franks alone maintained their ancient habi- 
tations beyond the Rhine. They gradually fub- 
dued, and civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as 
fkr as the Elbe, and the mountains of Bohemia ; 
and the peace of Europe was fecured by the 
obedience of Germany ^^ 

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Cloviscon^ Conver- 
tinued to worftiip the gods of his anceftors^^ ^^^^ 

His AJ).496» 

^ Gregory of Tours (l.ii. 30. 37. in torn. li. p*i769 177. l8».)t. 
the Gella Francorum (in torn. ii. p. 551.) and the epiftle of Theo- 
doric (Caffiodor. Variar. l.ii. c.41. in torn. iv. p. 4.)» reprefeiit 
the defeat of the Alemanni. Some of their tribes fettled in Rhsettay 
under the protedlion of Theodortc ; whofe fucceflbrs ceeded the 
colony and their country to the grandfon of Clovis. The ftate of 
the Alemanni under the Merovingian kingsy may be feen in *Mafcou 
(Hift>. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8^ &c. Annotation xxxvi.) and 
Guilliman ( de Reb. Helvet. 1. ii. c. 10 — la. p. 7a— 80.). 

'^ Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fappofes that Clovis worihipped 
i^e gods of Greece and Rome. The fadl i» incredibley and the 

miftake 
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CHAP. His dilbellef, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity, 
^^^^^ might encourage him to pillage with lefs remorfc 
the churches of an hoftile territory : but his fub- 
je6lsof Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of religious 
worlhip ; and the bifiiops entertained a more fa- 
vourable hope of the idolater, than of the here- 
. tics. The Merovingian prince had contrafited a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the King of Burgundy, who, in the midft of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profeflSon of the 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty, to atchieve the converfion** of a Pagan 
hufband; and Clovis infenfibly liflened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per- 
haps fuch terms had been previoufly ftipulated) 
to the baptifm of his eldeft fon ; and though the 
fudden death of the infant excited fome fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrels 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Chriftians ; and vic- 
tory dilpofed him to hear, with refpe6lful grati- 



mifiake only fhews how completelyt in lefs than a century, the 
national religion of the Franks had been aboliihed> and even foi^ 
gotten. 

^ Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and converlion of Clovis 
(1 ii. c. 28 — 31. in torn. ii. p. 175 — 178.). Even Fredegariu8> or the 
namelefs Epitomizer (in torn. ii. p. 398 — ^4oo.)» the author of the 
Oefia Franconun (in tom.iL p. 543—^55 »•)» and Aimoin himfelf 
(l.i. c. 13. in torn. iii. p. 37 — ^40. )» may be heard without difdain* 
Tradition might long preferve fone curious circumfiances of theft 
imporUot trauladlio&s* 



tude. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 319 

tude, the eloquent *' Remigius *% Biihop of c H A P. 
Rheims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and ^^^^^ 
Q)iritual advantages of his converfion. The King 
declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic faith ; and the political reafons which might 
have fufpended his public profeffion, were re* 
moved by the devout or loyal acclamations of the 
Franks, who fliewed themfelves alike prepared to 
follow their heroic leader, to the field of battle, or 
to the baptifmal font. The important ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circumftance of magnificence and folem* 
nity, that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion 
on the minds of its rude profelytes*^ The new 
Conflantine was immediately baptifed, with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubjefts j and their ex* 

. ^ A traveller who returned from Rheixns to Auvergney had ftolen 
a. copy of his Declamations from the fecretary or bookfeller of the 
modeft archbifhop (Sidonius ApoUinar. 1. iz« epift. 7.). Four epiiUe^ 
of Remigius, which are ftill extant (in tom. iv. p. s^iS*> 53*)> ^'^ 
not correfpond with the fplendid praife of Sidonius. 

^ fiincmary one of the fuccefTors of Remigius. A.D. 84^-^ 
S82.). haa compofed his life (in tom. iii. p. 373 — 380.). The au- 
thority jof ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire fomft 
confidence, which is dellroyedy however, by the felfifh and auda- 
cious fidlions of Hincmar. It is* remarkable enough, that Remigius, ' • 
who was confecrated at the age of twenty-two (A.D. 457), filed 
the epifcopal chair feventy-four years. (Pagi Critica, in. Baronc 
tom.ii. p. 384* 5 7 a*}* 

^ A phial (the Sainte AmpouUe) of holy, or rather celeftial oil 
was brought down by a white dove, for the baptilm of Ciovis, and 
k is itill tiled, and renewed in the coronation of die Kings o£ 
Fiance. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft 
author of this fable (in tom. iii. p*377.), whofe flight foundations 
the Abbe de Vertot (Memoirs de 1' Academic des Infcription% 
iom.ii. p. 6x9— ^33.] hag underxninedy with prof pund reiQped^ ^d 
moiAlofnate dutority, 

ample 
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Q H A p: ample was imitated by the remainder of the gerity 
xxxviir. Barbarians^ who, in obedience to the vi6lorious 
prelate, adored the crofs which they had burnt,, 
and; burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adb^ed^^ The mind of Clovis was fufceptible of 
tranjSent fervour : he was exafperated by the pa*, 
thetio tale of the pafEon and death of Chrift ;. 
amd, infteadof weighingthefalutary confequences 
of that myfterious facrifice, he exclaimed, withi 
indifcreet fury, "Had I been prefent at the head^ 
*« of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged' 
*« his injuries ^'Z* But the favage conqueror of 
Graul was incapable of examining the prOofe of a^ 
religion,, which depends on the laborious invefti* 
gation of hiiloric evidence, andfpeculative theo- 
logy. He was ftill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the Gofpel, which perfuades and 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious, reign was a perpetual violation of moral 
and Ghriftian duties : his hands were {lained* 
with blood, in peace as well as in war ; and, as 
foon as Clovis had difmifl^ed a iynod of tbe^Jalli* 
can church,. he calmly aflaflinated all the princes 
of the Merovingian race^% Yet the King of the 

Franfcy 

^° Mitis depo^ie coUa, Sicamber: adora quod ' incendrftij incendfe* 
^uod adoraftf. Greg. Tiirdn. 1. ii. c. 31. in torn* ii. p. 177. 

^* Si ego ibidem cum Francis meis fuiilemy injurtas ejus vindK 
oafTdav. Thli raih. expreffion, whidi Gregory has prudently con^ 
cesiedi is -celebrated by Fredegaiius (Bpitom. c. 21. in toaiu ii<r 
p4 4«&^)»i Aimoin (I. i. c. i6. in. tom.iii. p*40.)9 and thte Qhxo». 
tiiques de<Sd Denys (Li. c. ao. in torn. iii.r, p, 171.)) .as an aditkiraU& 
efiUfion of CHriftian seal 

^* Gregory (1. ii. c. 40-^43. in torn. ii. p. igj*— 1^5.).. after 
Clotty? rdatlng the repeated crimes^ and affedled remorfe, of Cfovisr 

concludes^ 
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!EVanks might fincerely worfliip the Chriftian c » A p. 
God, as a being more excellent and powerful ^^^^5^^"; 
than his national deities ; and the iignal deliver- 
ance and vi^ory of. Tolbiac encouraged Cloyis 
to confide in the future proteftion of the Lord 
of Hofts. Martin, the mod popular of thei 
£iints, had filled the Weftem world with the 
feme of thofe miracles, which were inceflantly 
performed at his holy fepulchre of Tours, Hia 
Vifible or invifible aid promoted the caufe of a 
liberal and orthodox prince ; and the profane 
remark of Glovis himfelf, that St. Martin was 
an expenfive friend ", need not be interpreted 
as the lymptom of. any permanent, or rational, 
fcepticifm. But earth, as well as heaven, re« 
joiced in the converfion of the Franks. On 
the memorable day, when Clovis afcended from 
the baptifmal font, he alone, in the Chriftian 
world, deferred the name and prerogatives of a 
Catholic king. The Emperor Anaftafius enter* 
tained fome dangerous errors concerning the 
nature of the divine incarna;tion ; and the Bar- 
barians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul, were 
involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft, or 
rather the only fon of the church, was acknow^ 
ledged by the clergy as their lawful foyereign, 

colicludesy perhapd undellgnedlyy witli a leilbii> which ambition wiU 
never hear ; << His ita tranfadtis . • • obiit.'^ 
• ^^ After the* Gothic victory, Clovis made rich offerings to St. Mar* 
tin of Tours. He wiihed to redeem his war-horfe by die gift of pne 
hiindred pieces of goldy but the enchanted ibed could not move 
irovt the fiable tiU the price of his redemption had been doubled. 
This, miracle provoked the King to exclaim, Vere B. Martinus eft 
bonus in auxilio^ ied carus in negotio (Gefta Francorum^ in torn. ii. 
P-554>555-)-- -^ ...^ 

. voj-, \i. Y or 
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CHAP, w glorieus 4eliv^i»er j atid the arms ^of Clods 
^^^: wei*e*rertaoufly fupported'by^^ fleat ^aoid ^ 

vouT ef the <3^hoKc faftien ^K 
SubmifTion Under %he Homan ^etnpipe, the wealth 4Uid 
oftheAr. TOrtiaiaion of^he^bJfco^s 'their faored -<*«»€*. 

inoricans •' . 

andtheRo- ter, Kud |)et^tutfl ^^ce, kbeir fuimer^us de- 
mantroops, pendants, ^^pulaT eloquence, atid ^raviiieiai 
^, '^^^* a(fi%fti<hHee, had readied ^bem 4EthNtii396 iwtjpedU 
fibk, flFtid ibmetimes ^ngerom. Tbetr Id- 
ftuence ^os augmenfted W4th the firogrefii of 
fiipeFflitien, and the ^^ftahl^meM'ixf the IVtentk 
iDona^dby 'Riay> in <foHie degree^ he aforibed to 
(he ^nm HlliatiGe «f aifi ^hun^wd pMktes, wks 
yeigned in the dKbcmteiH^d, er mdepend^t, 
ciiiee 0f Qauh The ^gbt Ibimdations of the 
Armorican republic had ^e&n nepesledly ih^edoen 
' or ^verthro^n; ^biit 4he feme jieoide ftiU 
guarded their 'domeftic -&eedom ; etfested tiie 
Agnhy eff ^he 'Homan name ; and ibrnvel^ ore- 
iifted the predatory mf oads, and rc^iutar tUktack^ 
6f'Clovis, ^he 4al^red4o extend his le^nquefta 
feom the Seme to <fhe ^Le»^. '^eir fbceeMii 
eppdfi^km introduoed an -equal aod hanottwUe 
union* The Frarifcs efteeined i^e vaftour ^of 
the Apmoricans '^, and the Armorican* ^iieie 

^ See the epiftle from Pope Anaftalius to the royal 'convert (in 
torn. iv. p.50,.51.). Avitusy Biihop of VieQna» addx^fled Clevis on 
^e ikme ibbjeA (p. 49^) ; and ^aay of the hkikk >M«p8 'fwiiW 
aifare him of their joy and attachment. 

■ ^ Inftead of the Afio^uxph an ntdHM«fn peo|^, %fho nmr appear 
m the text df Prpcopitts^ 'Hadrian ^ Valeis >ha8 reftored tiie praptr- 
naine of 'die A^fiofvxpi ; -and this eafy corrediion lias been ^bm^iiiii* 
^ftr&Uy approved. Yet an tmprejudiced nader would natunAy ftip« 
pD&> ^hat'Frocopitis means to de&ribe a tribe 0f Gemimis in «li« 
fiance of ilome; and not a cmifiedeney «f ^alfic eiliea^^hichlwil 
revolted from the empire. 
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r^pQ9«l^ ky the .re|igw» of tbe Franks. Thf e H A p. 
flfiij^spy fo|-c^ whk}^ ))ad fepeft ftjitiQn^4for the ^^y^^ 
defence of Gaul, confifte4 of ogp JiPfldred difr 
feripijj; )^d$ qf leayalry. or imfafttfy j ^4 t^efe 
^aopi;»i¥]^»le th^y a^wm^ tb^tijt|e ^d prfv^sg^^p 
jtf JS^oin^p fojdiers, >y^r/? re^^we^ by pR ipcefl^m; 
Aw^y »f tfe^ B^ta#'ian yputh. Jhg e^tfem9 foTr 
♦i^c^opp, 9Rd fcatt^r^d fr^gfQpn};^, of th^ ppi^- 
IW^J^ W^W ftiH dsfpB4e4 ^y tjieif hopelel^Gpfif^p, 
^1^ th^ setrmJi wft? iBt«FA?ppte4, ai^4 t^pif coiqt 
WUPipat^n ?jras impra^tiW^j |J)ey w^^e aj)afli» 
dwe4 by %he Greek pr^noes of jCanftantinopl^^ 
^^ tfepy piwJIy difpl»^l.e4 ?4l conncidlfQpni ^ith 
t^(B Ar»a9 vfurper? gf 0*^1? They accepte^^ 
wi^tout fti»me Qv r^hl^Bi^cey thl^ genprous capi* 
tul^op, vljiqh wn^ prpppfe^ by a CatUojiG herps 
^ l^is fp»riQj|s, or Ipgitira^t?^ FS«^y pf |the 
Roman legions, was diftinguifiied in the fucceed- 
ing age by their ^ms, their enfigns^ and their 
pecidiqf drefe and inJBtitutions. But the national 
Iteengtb wa3 in^creafed by tfeefe pjowerful ^n4 
vsAuntaryaQceffions^ ^ndthe neighbouring king- 
doms dreaded the numbers, as well as the Ipirit, 
ei the Franks. The reduction of the Northern 
fxmmc^ 49f Gaul» inftead of being decide4 ]by 
the etmnee of a fingle battle, appears to have 
^^j^m 1[l9wly je^flfeaed by the gradual gper^tion of 
war and treaty ; and Oovis acquired Mch objei6t 
pf his ^inbitiw, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef^ 
lions as were adequate to its real value. Ifis 
favage cha|-?t6ler, and the virtues of JHenry ly, 
fiigged tb« moH .oppo£te ideaiS of bjujoan Qa4;ur« ; 
yet fome refemblance may be found in the fitua- 
y a tion 
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CHAP, tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
^^^^ their valour, their policy, and the merits of a 

feafonable converfion ^*. 
The Biir- ' The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was 
^^"^ defined by the courfe of two Gallic rivers, the 
A.D.499. ^^^^^ and the Rhone, extended from the foreft 
of Vofges to the- Alps and the fea of Mar- 
feilles^^ The fceptre was in the hands of 
Gundobald. That valiant and ambitious prince 
had reduced the number of royal candidates 
by the death of two brothers, one oif whom 
was the father of Clotilda^; but his im- 
perfeft prudence ftill permitted Godegefil, the 
youngeft of his brothers, to poffefs the de- 
pendent principality of Geneva. The Arian 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the fatisfa3:ion, 
and the hopes which feemed to animate his 

^^ This important digrefiion of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. LL 
c. 12. in torn. ii. p. 29 — 36*) illufbates the origin of the French 
monarchy. Yet, I muft obferve, i. That the Greek hiftorian be- 
trays an inexcufable ignorance of the geography of the Weft. 
2* That thefe treaties and privileges^ which ihould leave fome tail- 
ing traces, are totally invifible in Gregory of Tom^, the Salic 
laws, &c. 

^' Regnum circa Rhodanum aut Ararim cfum provincia MaflUienfi 
retinebant. Greg. Turon. 1. iL c. 32. in torn. ii. p. 178. The 
province of Marfeilles, 3^ far as the Durance, was afterwards ceded 
to the Oftrogoths ; and the fignatures of twenty-five bifliops are fup- 
pofed to teprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A.D. 519. (Concil. 
Epaon. in tomtiv. p. 104, 105.). Yet I would except Vindonifia. 
Xhe bilhop, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, would naturally 
refort to the fynods of the next Chriilian kingdom* Marcou^(in hig 
four firfi annotations) lias explained many circumftaoces rehtive to the 
Burgundiau monarchy. ^ . . 

^ Mafcou (Hift.. of the Germans, xi. 10.) who very reafonably 
diftrulU the teftimony of Gregory of Tours, has produced a paflage 
from Avitus (epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald affedbd to deplort 
the tragic events which his fubjeiSts affe^ed to applaud. 

I- . cleVgy 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 325- 

dergy and people, after the converfion of Clovis; chap. 
and Gundobald convened at Lyons an affembly ^^^ 
of-his bifhops, to reconcile, if it were poffible, 
their i^ligious and political difcontents. A vain 
conference was agitated between the two fac- 
tions. The Arians upbraided the Catholics 
with the worihip of three Gods: the Catholics 
defended their caufe by theological diftin6lions ; 
and the ufual arguments, obje6tions, and re- 
plies, were reverberated with obilinate clamour; 
till the King revealed his fecret apprehenfions, 
by an abrupt but decifive queflion, which he ad- 
drefled to the orthodox bifhops. ** If you truly 
profefs the Chriftian religion, why do you not 
reftrain the King of the Franks ? He has de- 
clared war againfl me, and forms 'alliances 
with my enemies for my deftruftion. A fan- 
guinary and covetous mind is not the fymptom 
of a fincere converfion : let him Ihew his faith 
by his works.*' The anfwer of Avitus, Biihop 
of Vienna, who fpoke in the name of his bre- 
thren, was delivered with the voice and coun- 
tenance of an angel. *' We are ignorant of the 
^^ motives and intentions of the King of the 
«^ Franks ; but we are taught by fcripture, that 
<« the kingdoms which abandon the divine law, 
^* are frequently fubyerted ; and that enemies 
<* will arife on every fide againft thofe who have 
*^ made God their enemy. Return, with thy 
** people, to the law of God, and he wijl give 
" peace and fecurity to thy dominions/* The 
King of Burgundy, who was not prepared to 
{tccept the condition, which the Catholics con* 
¥3 fidered 
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t jte A P. fidfeted as effeiitidl to the treaty, dddyfed dhd 
kxxvm. <iithiiffed the ectlefiaftical confetetifce; dfter 
reproaching his bifhdps, that Clovls^ thdr fHettd 
and profelyte, h^d pritately tempted the alld- 
giant!6 of his btdther ^\ 
Yiaoryoi The allegiance (tf hi* brdthef waS already fd- 
AJD.'5oo. duced J atid the dbediettce of Godegdil, Who 
' jbitted thie i^oyal ftaiidatd with th^ troops of Ge- 
neva, hiore effeaually promoted the fbt^cefs of 
the cdnrpiraey. While the Franks and Burgufi- 
diatiS contended with equal valour^ his Ifealbti- 
aWe defertion decided the fevent of the battle; 
fend as Guhdobald Wats faintly fiipported by the 
difafffeaed Gauls, he yielded to the arttis of 
ciovis, aAd haftily retreated from the field, 
^Mth appears to have been fituate b'etween 
Latigres ind Dijoh. He ^iftmftM the llreiigth 
t{ DijOtt, a quadrangular fortfefs, eueompaffed 
by two rivers, and by a wall thirty feet high, 
littd fifteen thick, with four gates, afld thirty- 
tTiree towers ^ : he abandoned to the purftiit of 
Clovis the ihipoftattt cities of Lyous aud Vienna j 
md Gundobald ftiil fled with predpitatrou, titt 
he had reached Avignon, at the diftance of two 
huhdred atid fifty miles from the field of battle. 

ihe principaji a6lor» and probably tit fecretary •£ tht meed*^ w«» 
fiiihop of Vienna. A ftiort account of his perfon ai^d works may be 
foBhdin DHpin (BMotbeque EcclefiaftHjud, tWA. t. p.^—iG.). 

. ^ Gregory of Tom-a (1. iii. C. 19. is t<lm* ii. p. ip;.) indiiigct bift 
genius» or rather tranfcribes fome more eloquent writer, in the de- 
feripdon of IMjott; n caftle, which alfe^ defervted the titfe t)f a 
cky. It depended on the Bifhops 6£ Langres tiH the tKnelldi cmtarf^ 
and afterwards became the capital of the Dukes of Bui£UQdy« LoiH 
gu^ej Defci%d<m -de b Fraace; t>iut i» ]^ xtd. 

Along 
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m&ed the Kmg. of the Ff ank* of tbe dangeij aad ^^^ ^ 
diflSkmlty o# hk eirtefrppife. He implied a tjdi- 
bute on the Burgimiiai^ prin<Ee, ecloi^Ued bin 
tor pstrdon atid reward bi» bf other's tseaefaary, 
and proudly reta^aed ta his o^h^ domihiona^ 
with tbe li)oil& aod capitwed (tf the feutheyn ^ro*. 
vinces* Thia fple«>4kd trki^itiph was Ikm clouded 
by the inteU^eoce^ that Qundoba^ had violated 
bia recent ebliglitioo^^ atld tbaife the^ QB&i^tuttate 
(jodegefil, who waa left at Ymisa yukk a gar- 
rifbn of five thou&iaid IVanks ^'9 had been be^ 
fieged^ furprilbd^ and.maflfaered^ by his ibhuman 
brother. Skicb an oiitrage might have exa%e« 
rated the patiem>e of the moil peaceful fave- 
teigin; yet tiie conQuerof of Graul dt^mbled tke 
in^ry, releafdd the tribute, and aeee{itedi the 
ftlUattoe^ ai») military fervieiey of the King of 
Biirg«rDdy. Gloiria no hnkg&i poi&&d ihofaad* 
vadsrtages which bad afTuied the fucee& of the 
precedh)g war y aDid bis rivals inftm^d by 
adYerfity, had found new refource& in the a^€» 
tioos oi hia people. Th« Graols or Komaua 
^phunded the mild and impartial laws of Gun- 
dobald^ which almoil raifed them to the £a^ie 
lev^ with theuF eon^^uarors^ The bi&eps were 
i^econdled, and flattered, by the hopes, wteclii 
he artfuJly fiiggefted, of his approachiag Gon- 

^ The Epitomber of Greyory of Tourp (iii tDBi^ii. p» 401.) luw 
fcppUed thw number 9f Franjs ; but be rafhiy fu||»ofei| tiat tbey ' 
were cut in pieces by Gandobald* The prudent Burgundian ^jjarej 
the foldier^ oi Clovist and fent thefe captives to the Kisi^Qf tl|e Vifi* 
$j^^ wJiq ftttled t&em m t;he territory of ThoulQufe^ 

7 4 veffioa; 
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CHAP, verfion ; and though he eluded their accompllih^ 
xxxvin. ^Q^^ ^Q ^[jg i^^ moment of his life, his modera- 
tion fecured the peace, and fufpended the ruin 
of the kingdom of Burgundy *% 
Final cqn- I am impatient to purfue the final ruin of that 
queftof kingdom, which was accomplilhed under the 
by aT reign of Sigifmond, the fon of Gundobald. The 
Pr^, Catholic Sigifmond has acquired the honours of 
a faint and martyr^^ j but the hands of the royal 
faint were ftained with the blood of his innocent . 
fon, whom be inhumanly facrificed to the pride 
«nd refentment of a ftepmother. He foon dift 
covered his error, and bewailed the irreparable 
lofs^ While Sigifmond embraced the corpfe of 
the unfortunate youth, he received a fevere ad- 
monition from one of his attendants: *> It is not 
f* his fituation, O King! it is thine which de- 
f* ferves pity and lamentation/' The reproaches 
of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, 
by his liberal donations to the monaftery of Agau- 
num, or St. Maurice, in Vallais; which he him^ 
felf had founded in honour of the imaginary mar- 
tyrs of the Theba&an Jegion *^ A full chorus of 

perpetual 

*' In this Burgundian war I have foBowed Cregory of Tours (I. iL 
c. 3»> 33* in tom.ii. p. 178, X79.)> whbfe narrative appear j h incom- 
patible with that of Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c. ii. in toin.ii. 
p. 31, 3a.), that Ibme critics have fuppofed Vwo different ^srars. The 
Abbe Dubos (Hift. Critique^ &c. tom.ii. p. X2^<— 16^4) has diftindlly 
reprefented the caufes and the events. 

4* See his life or legend (in torn. iii.*p. 402.). • A martyr ! how 
ftrarigely has that word been dillorted frbm its original fenfe of a 
common witnefs. St. Sigifmond was remarkable for the cure of 
fevers. 

^ Before the end of the fifth century, the church of St. Maurice, 
and his Thebaan legion, had rendered Agaunura a place of devout 
bilgrimage. A promifcuous cojnmpnity of both iJtxea had intro* 
' , duce4 
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perpetual pfalmody was inftituted by the pious c H A f, 
King; he affiduoufly prafilifed the auftere :devO'^ P^Y^ 
tion of the monks; and it was his humble 
prayej, that Heaven would infli6l in this world 
the puniihment of his fins. His prayer was 
beard; the aveqgers were at hand ; and the pro-: 
vinces of Burgundy were overwhelmed by an 
army of vi6lorious Franks. After the event of 
an unfuccefsful battle, Sigifmond, who wiflied to ^ 
protra6l his life that he . might prolortg his. 
penance, concealed himfelf in the defert in a. 
religious habit, tiU he was difcovered and be-, 
trayed by his fubjedls, who folicited the favour, 
of their new mafters. The captivp monarch, 
with his. wife and two children, were tranfported 
to Orleans, and buried alive in a deep well, by 
the ftern command of the fons of Clovis; whofe . 
cruelty might derive fome excufe from the max- 
ims, a,nd examples qf their barbarous age. Their, 
ambition, which urged them to achieve the con- 
qUeft of Burgundy, was inflamed, or difguifed, 
by filial piety : and Clotilda, whofe fan6lity did 
" not confift in the forgivenefs of injuries, preffed. 
them to revenge her father's death on. the family 
of his aflaflin. The rebellious Bjurgundians, for 
they attempted ttf break their chains, were ftill 
p^rmitted.tp ^njpy their national laws under the 
obligation of tribute and military fervice ; and 
the Merovingian princes peaceably reigned over 

i 

dticed fome deeds of darknefs, which were aboliihed (A.D. 515.) by 
the regular monaftery of Sigifmond. Within fifty years, his angeh - 
of light made a nodhirnal fally to murder their bifiiop> and his ctergy.' 
See in the Bibliotheque Raifonnce (torn. xxxvL p. 435— -438*) the 
^^us remark of a learned librarian of Geneva* 

alsing- ' 
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c H A R a kiflgdkMi^ wliofe gWy Md gnsdtMft luki b^en 
2^j;S *^ cvertbmwQ by tlw dms^ of Clovi^^. 
The Go. The firft yi^ory (tf Cloris had ilifulted the ho- 
^^^y^'^^ Hour of the Goths. l%«y viewed hi^ F»pia jrfo^ 
* grefs with jeaikfufy Md t«f for y and tho y^dtMtlt 
fame ^ Al*nc wm oppri^fi^d by the si^ve ji^enrt 
genius of bis rivtK Sk»ne d)Qttite9 ifievitably 
arole on th^ ^dge of the^ir coiMiguotts domhiiansf ; 
and after the dddyi^of i^uitle^ negociaf ion, a per-' 
ibnal inteftiew Of the two kings wds propofed 
and accepted. Thi^ cOn^ferenee of Clovis and 
Akric was held in a fhiatt ifland ^ the Loire, 
llear Anvboiie. They embraced, faimiNarly con-* 
verfed, Md feafted f 6geth^ ; aivd feparated with 
<be warmefft profcffiom oi peace, aftd brotherly 
lote. Bat theit apparent confidence concealed 
% dark fiiQ>icion of hoftile and treacherous de-> 
figm; and their fiiutuid Comptahrts fblicited^ 
eluded, dfid dffelaiined^ a final arbitration. Aft 
Pitfis, which he alreiidy cot^dered as his roy^l 
£^^ Clovis declared to an aflembly ol* the princes 
^d warriors^ the pretence, and the motiTe, of 
St Gothic wai*. " It grieves me to fee that the 
^ Arians itill poflefs the faireft portion of GauL 
«* Let m mardi zpk^ them with the aid ^ 
^ God; and, having vanquifhed the herefiesy ^^e 
^ will poiie^s, and dlivide, their fertile pi^ 

^ M^9> Mho^ ftf Atendie {Ctariia. ih totti. ii. p. f^.> haa 
marked the authentic dates, and Gregory of Tours (1. iii. c. 5> 6. in 
t«n.ii. p.xt8tiS9« has^ex^Biflod Ibefiiacipsd fa4^ of thcMfii^ 
Sdi|p£noad»a]idthe.c«iiqiieftaiBuffguii^ iHao|pittf(i»t«n«u«p«^ 
and Agatktf» (m t««k ik ^j^^Umt dMir MMle attd MnpAilea 

**ifiace».** 
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^< vitcefi^.'' The Franks, who were itiljiired by C H A P. 
hefeditary valofuf and recent zeal, applaudbd the ^^^^^' 
getierou* deflgn of their monarch; exprefled 
their refolution to conquer or die, flnce death 
and conqueft would be equally profitable ; and 
folemnly protefted that they would never fliave 
their beards, till vi<aory (hould abfolve them from 
that inconvenient vow. The enterprife wai pro- 
moted by the public, or private, exhortations of 
Clotilda. She reminded her hufband, how ef- 
fefilaally foifte pious foundation would propitiate 
the Deity, and bis fervrfnts : and the Chriftian 
hero, darting his battle-axe with a&ilful and 
nervous hand, <* There (faid he), on that Ipot 
*< where my Frandjba*^ fliall fall, will I erea a 
^ church in honour of the holy apoftles/' This 
oftentatfous piety confirmed and juftified the at- 
tachment of the Catholics, with whom he fecretly 
correi|)onded; and their devout wifhes were gra- 
dually ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The 
people of Aquitain was alarmed by. the indilcreet 
reproaches of their Gothic tyrants, who juftly 

^ Onfsaef 61 Tmm (LiL c«5t«IntofB.iLp«zBi«) infintB iSbt 

iaort but perfuafive fpeech of Clovis. Vtl^ raolefte fero> ^ugd hi 
Amni partem teneant Galliarum (the author of the Cefta Fran* 
comiQ^ in torn. iL p. $$%• adda the precious epithet of optimum^ 
•anuis cum Dei a^torio* et^ iupefatis ei4» redigamus terram m 
dkionem noftram. 

^ Tufic tex prfijech a fe in direflum Bip«MietR futm qtk^ A 
Francifcch &c. (Gefta Franc, in torn. ii. p. 554*)* '^^ hkm^ ftini 
iifr, 6f thi« ^nafr% are dearly de&ribcd bf Rroc4i|w«l> (m» torn. vL 
p, ^7.> Ekanpie* of ib natiwMi tfp^lhtim A Latift and Fcmcy 
watf he Ibund in tbe CMkj^ Dvcm^p «ai Htm ht^ PiOte* 
naire de Trevoux. 

acoufed 
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CHAP, accufed them of preferring the dominion of. the 
?^^: Franks; and their zealous adherent Quintianus, 
Bifhop of Rodez ^, preached more forcibly in his 
exile than in his diocefe. To refill thefe foreign 
and domeftic enemies, who were fortified by the 
alliance of the Burgundians, Alaric coUedted his 
troops, far more numerous^ than the military 
powers of Clovis. The.Vifigoths refumed the 
exercife of arms, which they had neglefiled in a 
long and luxurious peace ^^ : a fele6t band of va- 
liant and robufl; flaves attended their mailers to 
the ^field^^; and the cities of Gaul were com- 
pelled to furnifli their doubtful and relu6lant aid. 
Theodoric, King of the Oftrogoths, who reigned 
, in Italy, had laboured to maintain the tranquil* 
lity of Gaul ; and be aifumed, or afie6led for that 
purpofe, the impartial character of a mediator^ 
But the fagacious monarch dreaded the rifing 
empire of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged tp 
fupport the national and religious caufe of th^ 
GothSt 

^ It is fingular enough that fome important and authentic fa^s 
fliould be found in a Life of Quintianus, compofed in rhyme in the old 
Patofs of Rouergue (Dubos^ Hiil. Critique, &c. ton^ ii« p. l^^^)> 

^^ Quamvis fortitudini vtftrse confidentiam tribnat parentum ve^ 
trorum innumerabilis multitudo ; quam-vis Attilam potentem' remx- 
'nifcamini Vifigotharum viribiis inclinatum; tamen quia populorum 
ferocia corda longa pace mollefcunt, cavete fubito in aleam mittere, 
quos connat tantis temporibus exercitia non habere* Such was the 
&lutary, but fruitlefs, advice of peace,-of reafon, an4 pf .Theodoric 
(CafTiodor* 1. iii. ep. «.)• 

• *° Montefquicu (Efprit des Loix, I. xv. c* 14.) mentions and ap- 
"proves the law of the Vifigoths (1. ix. tit. 3« in torn. iv. p.. \'is*)» 
which obliged all mafters to arm^ and fendy or lead into the fields a 
tenth of their flaves, 

• ■■ - The 
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The accidental, or artificial, prodigies, which cf H a p. 
adorned the expedition of Clovis, were accepted, ^^^^ 
by a fuperftitious age, as the manifeft declaration viaory of 
of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris; Clovis, 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence ''^°^* 
through the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety 
tempted him to confult the ihrine of St. Mar- 
tin, the ian6tuary, and the oracle of GauL His 
meflengers were indrudfced to remark the words 
of the Pfahn, which ihould happen to be chaunted 
at the precife moment when they entered, the 
church. Thofe words mod fortunately expreffed 
the valour and vi6bory of the champions of Hea- 
ven, and the application was eafily transferred to 
the new Jolhua, the new Gideon, who went forth 
to battle againil the enemies of the Lord^'. 
Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the 
Loire ; but, at the diflance of forty miles from 
Poitiers, their progrefi was intercepted by an ex« 
traordinary fwell of the river Vigenna, or Vienne j 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume 
the countiy through which they march ; and had 
Clovis poifeiTed leifure and materials, it might 

'' This mode of divination^ by accepting as an omen the firft fa« 
cred wordsy which in particular circumflances jQiould be prefented 
to the eye or ear^ was derived from the Pagans ; and the Pialter» 
or Bible, was fubilituted to the Poems of HcHner and Vii^iL From 
the fourth to the fourteenth century, ihefe fortes /aafforumy as they 
are ftyled, were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of coundlSf 
and repeatedly pradlifed by klfigs, biihops, and faints. See a curious 
diilertation of the Abbe du Rcfhci, in the Memoires de I'Acadenoiei 
tpzn.xix. p. 287 — 310.' 

have 
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e u ji K» bftFe been impr a£):icabl9 tp K?onftriii# i KH^iflg^^ oi^ 
P^^, to far^^ a pafloge, in th^ face of a fuperior £yi^emyf 
Bditt ithe a^Sionat^ peafanU, who wer^ Im^tiefit 
to ireJcome their lielivsrer, cQwld eafily betriy 

fif tibhe .di&oy£iry wa$ ,e«ijl%9il)c^d by tj^ u/Jef^} Mr 
4£rpplkiQ0 of frauil or fi^io^} ai)d;a vrh)t>9 hwf:» 
<2f iingular &e wd beauty* ajpipf^(^ tp guid» 
md aoMoaie tbe marieb .^ the C«tb<Qlic .^rroyf 
TinjcCOttPfids of the Viflgptfes iv€^e irrf^&liit^ a^d 
^itiBd;ed. A icr owd <i^ impatient waidor^, prfs- 
laix^ucm« ii) tibak Ar^Dgth, and ^ijTdaupiii^ to 
% hsfoDfi (the fiobb^ra ^f iGeiwaj^y, e^^ited ^a^ 
toj^nbi^Armp tb^ »arix^.a»d blopdc^HJiii^ ckmot 
i|iie^car (^ &Q»^. 'UbiQ ad/vice of the gpr^v^ ^ ji^r 
taiva prefied him to le^iide ith^ Urii ardoMr <<^ tht 
Fjiink«; ;W.d torexpe^, inithefontht^riii px^mo^ 
of <3laiiJ^ (bhe vietecao dud vi^^of Iqi^s OftrQ^oiJka, 
«r))Qm the Kmg fof Italy byad a}r«^y iept to bv 
attftanee. The doci&ve oaonaenta ivew iwaA^d 
m idie debkeratioii.; the Goths too haftUy aUaxit 
donody perhaps, aa ady^tagoous poft ; ^laid ib» 
oppoitiitiiit^ <>f a ieoure r<etneat was loft by tliejr 
flow and diibrderiy motioas. After ^Xo^is bftd 
fiaffed tftie ford, as it ja ftill named, of ihe Hm't9 
he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to prevent 
the efcape of the «nefny. His no^urnal march 
WM^mStXi^ by a.fl^og iggiet^Qr^ fuJipemded in 
tb^ air aibove the cathedral of Poitiers; and this 
%jpa3^ which ^ight be previoufly concerted with 
tbe-OFthodoK fnooeiS^ of St. Hilary, was com* 
pared to the column of fire that guided th^ 

Ifraelites 
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Ifraelitoa m the dafert. At tbe tSbird hour of ilfee ctiap^ 
day, aboMt ten miles b^yofid PQitierB, ClovM ^^^^ 
overtook, aod inftanitly attsK^4 the Gotbic 
Viuy; wtiafe diefaat wft$ aJready preptapedby tei> 
TQv aiid .cMifufian. Yet tbey raUied in tibeir eK« 
tjieme diftrefs, and the martial y<M*thp, who bad ^ 
^Dc^rpiifly 4«d3fvaaded tiiie bntih, re^ufed to 
iUrvive the ^gnaimny t^f fliglit The tw© kingt 
eacouAtered ^aph <xthfff ja ^gle combait Alfir ia 
f0U by t\k^ band <ef his a^^«,U wd 1k» viAoriemi 
Ecai^ wfM ffived by t^ gwdnefe of hie cuitaft, 
ai^ ctbe "Hgow of btl Horle^ i^x^m the ip«tv of 
twa 'doiperAte 'GeliMs^ wi^ fimoufly rode dgaioft 
him, io xeveqge iho death lof ti^ Sw&^eigsx, 
The v^^g^e expreflion -of 4 mopnitaia !of the item, 
Ceirves to indioate a orai^l, though indts&tdU^ 
flpiugbt^*; but ^Gr^o^y Jiw 'OWt efuUy obfef Yod, 
that bis ^mliant coimii*yppw A^l}in«tr^» the fbn 
efSa^wiuBj loft bisJU«£r at theJiead^dfthe «oUe9 
of Auveicgne. Porhf^ thefe fi^^dked €athotils 
ba4 been inaUcioi41y'f^)iipc^<^d^ the bKnd flrffimlt 
of the womy 5 fti>^ ^ijhajwj; the intowice jerf 
f oygjoid was fMper^aded by peiciboal atitocNMeoty 
iw- BiuUtery hoiKinwr**. 

^Mch i^ the enjpire of JPort^we (if we «9i^ iWl Conqoeft 
4<feuifeettri^j^orance wider thiitpopntoir»^^ ^^bj'tke 

Franks. 
5* After corredling the text, or exculing the mlftsike of Proco- AJ>. 50^ 
pnisy who places the defeat of Alaric near Carcaflbne, we may 
condud^ ^ftom the eiriilpn/ce of Gre^o^% Fortuxatwj^ 4wd the 
^^or of the Gefta Fj;ancQnixn, that thie ^battle was :f(wgita «» 
oiv'/P FocM^fifi, on the b^alRs of the CUia, al^iu tea figA^ to ,th» 
Ibuth of Poitiers. Clovis overtook and attacked the Vjii^lifai 
«^ VivQQiief and ihe wAovy was do«id(edinear a viU^ige itiU/iiaiBed 
Chwp?gQ^ SuHifoce* Sc^ ijjbe ,(3|#i;tiiti<m«f th^iOibe Je Jhtufii 

that 
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CHAP, that it is altnod equally difficult to forefee thd 
Aiui^vju. gy^jitg Qf ^^^^ q^ jq explaifl thd various con- 

feqiiences. A bloody and complete vi6lory has 
fometimes yielded no more than the poffeffBon of 
the field; and the lofs often thoufand men haiS 
fometimes been fufficient to deftroy, in a fingle 
day, the work of ages. The decifive battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of Aqut-* 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fbn, 
a bailard competitor, fa6tious nobles, and a dil^ 
loyal people ; and the remaining forces of the 
Goths were oppreffed by the general conftema- 
tion, or oppofed to each other in civil difcord. 
The viftorious King of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angouleme. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of the city 
imitated the example of Jericho, and inftantly 
fell to the ground ; a fplendid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition, that fome 
clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart". At Bordeaux, 
which had fubmitted without refiftance, Clovis 
eftablifhed his winter-quarters ; and his prudent 
ceconomy tranfported from Thouloufe the royal 
treafures, which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain ^*; reftored the honours 

of 

'^ Angouleme is in the road from Poitiers to Bordeaux ; and 
although Gregory delays the fiege, I can more readily bdieve that 
he confounded the order of hiitory, than that Qovis neglected the 
rules of war. ■ • * 

*♦ Pyrenaeos montes ufque Perpinianum fubjecit ; is the expreffiou 
•f Rorico, which betrays his recent date ; fince Perpignan did noC 
exiit before the tenth century (Marca Hifpania^ PMjS.)* Thii 

florid 
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Of the Catholic church ; fixed in Aquitaih a CHAP; 
colony of Franks " ; and delegated to his lieu- ^^^^^^ 
tenants the eafy talk of fubduirig, or extirpate 
ing, the nation of the Vifigoths, But' the Vifi- 
goths were prote6ted by the wife and powerful 
monarch of Italy; While the balance was ftill 
equal, Theodoric had perhaps delayed the march 
of the Oflrogoths; but their ftrenuous efforts 
fuccefsfuUy refifted the ambition of Clovis j and 
the army of the Franks, and their Burgundian 
allies, was compelled to raife the fiege of Aries, ' 
with the lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand 
men. Thefe viciflitudes inclined the fierce fpirit 
6f Clovis to acquiefce in an advantageous treaty 
©f peace. The Vifigoths Were fuffered to retain 
the pofleflion of Septimania, a narrow tra6t of 
fea-coafl, from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; 
but the ample province of Aquitain, from thofe 
mountains to the Loire, was indiiTolubly united 
to the kingdom of France ^\ 

After 

fiorid and fabulous tmter (perhaps ± monk of AUdieiis. See tHe Abb^ 
le Baeuf» Mem; de I'Acadbimiey tom,xvii. p. %i% — 245.) relates^ iii 
the €ilUgwctU chara^er of a ihepherd^ the general hiftory of hi^ 
countrymen the Fnmks ; but his narrative eiids with the death o^ 
Clovis. 

» The author of the Geftal Francortlm pbfitively affirms, that 
Clovis fixed a body of Franks in the Saintonge and Boiirdelois : and 
he b not injiidicioufly followed by Rorico, ele<5to8 xmlite8> atque for- 
tiffimosy cum parvulb, at<]ue mttlieribus. Yet it fhould feem that they 
foon mingled with the Romans of A(]uitain> till Charlemagne intro- 
duced a more numerous and povirerfiil colony (Dubosy Hill. Critique, 
tom.ii« p.2Z5.). 

'^ In the compofitibn of tHe Gothic war, I have ufed the follow- 
ing materials, with due regard to their unequal value. Four cpifiles 
from Theodoric King of Italy (Cafliodor. 1. iii. epift. 1—4. in 
tom.iv. p. 3 — 5«), Procopiufi (de B^U* Goth. 1. i. c.iz. in tom. ii. 

VOL. vu z p.3», 
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CHAP. After the fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovis 
^' ^y^ accepted the honours of the Roman confulftiip- 
ConfuUhip The EmpcFor Anaftafius ambitioufly beftowed 
^ ciovis, Qjj jjjg jjjq(i powerful rival of Theodoric, the title 
* * ^ °* and enfigns of that eminent dignity ; yet, from 
fbme unknown caufe, the name of Ciovis has 
not been infcribed in the Fqfti either of the Eaft 
or Weft ". On the folemn day, the monarch 
of Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in- 
vefted in the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded 
on horfeback to the cathedral of Tours ; and, as 
he paffed through the ftreets, profufely fcattered^ 
with his own hand, a donative of gold and filver 
to the joyful multitude, who inceffantly repeated 
their acclamations of Conful and Augtiflus. The 
actual, or legal authority of Ciovis, could not 
receive any new accefiions from the confular 
dignity. It was a name, a fhadow, an empty pa- 
geant ; and if the conqueror had beeninftra€led 

P' 3^* 330> Gregory of Tours (l.ii. c. 35, z(>* 37* «» torn. ii. p. i8t 
— ~i83.)^ Jomandes (de Reb« Getidsy c. 58. in torn. ii. p. a8.)» 
Fortunatus (^ Vit. St.Hilarii9 ia torn. iii. p. 38o.)» Ifidore (in Chrom 
Goth, in torn. ii. p. 702.)» the Epitome of Gregory of. Tours 
(In tom.ii. p. AOi*)i the author of the Oefta^Francorum (in tom. ii. 
P» 553 — S$S»)y t^c Fragments of Fredegarius (in tom. ii. p. 463.)^ 
Aimoln (1. i. c. 20. in tom. iii. p. 41, 42.)^ and Rorko (I. iv. in 
tom. Iii. p. 14 — 19.). 

57 The Fajii of Italy would naturally reject a conful^ the enemy 
of their fovereign ; but any ingenious hypod^efis that might explain 
the filence of Conftantinople and Egypt (the Chronicle of Marce11inos» 
and the Fafchal), is overturned by the fimilar filence of Mariiis 
Bifhop of Avenche^ who compofed his Fafti in the kingdom of Bur* 
gundy. If the evidence of Gregory of Tours were lefs weighty and 
pofitive(l« ii- c. 38. in tom. ii. p. 183.), 1 could believe that Ciovis, 
like Odoacer> received the lafting title and honours of Patrician 
(Pagi Critical tom. ii. p. 474. 494*)* 

• 'to 
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to daim the ancicDt prerogatives of that high chap. 
ofBcej they muft have expired with the period ^^f^^ 
of its annual duration. But the Romans were 
difpofed to revere,' in the perfon of their maitery 
that antique title which the emperors conde-^ 
fcended to aflame: the Barbarian hittifelf feemed 
to contract a facred obligation to refpe£t the ma- 
jefty of the republic ; and the fucceflbrs of Theo- 
dolius, by foliciting his friendfhip, tacitly forgave, 
and almoil ratified^the ufurpation of GauL 

Twenty-five years after the death of Cloris, Final efta- 
tbis important conceflion was more formally de- ^^^^"^ 
dared, in a treaty between his fons and the Em- French 
peror Juftinian. The Oftrogoths of Italy, un- ^""^^^ 
able to defend their diflant acquiiitions, had re- a. D. 5^6. 
figned to the Franks the cities of Aries and Mar* 
feilles : of Aries, ftill adorned with the feat of a. 
Praetorian praefedt, and of Marfeilles, enriched by 
the advantages of trade and navigation ^\ This 
tranfadlion was confirmed by the Imperial autho- 
rity ; and Juftinian, generoufly yielding to' the 
Franks the fovereignty of the countries beyond 
the Alps, which they already pofTefied, abfolved 
the provincials from their allegiauQe ; and efta- 
blilhed on a more lawful, though not more folid, 
foundation, the throne of the Merovingians ". 

From 

*• Under the Merovingian kings, Marfeilles ftill imported from th« 
Eafty paper, wine, oil, linen, filk, precious ftones, fpices^ &c. The 
Oauls, or Franksy traded to Syria, and the Syrians were eftabliihed in 
Gaul, See M. de Guignes^ Mem. de 1' Academies tott. xxxvii. 
p. 471— 475- 

*' Ov yct^ ffoTE ftWTo TaXXio^ (xmu ao'^aXa xixma^ ^^vyoh ^tj rtf 

avTox^OTo^ TO ffyoinw»^p«y»«7Tarr^ fan yi* Tliis firong declaration 

z a ©f 
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c H.AP. From that sera^ they enjoyed the right of cele-* 
^^^^^^^'™" brating at Aries the games of the Circus ; and 
by a fingular privilege, which was denied even 
to the Perlian monarch, the gold coin, imprefled 
with their name and image, obtained a legal 
currency in the empire ^. A Greek hiftorian of 
that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with a partial enthufiafm, 
which cannot be fufficiently juftified by their 
domeftic annals^'. He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity, their regular government, and 
orthodox religion; and boldly aflerts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguifhed only by their 
drefs and language from the fubje£ls of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition and lively graces, which, in every 
age have difguifed their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Aga- 
thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid 

of IVociD|m (de ]|ell. Gothic. 1. iii. cap. 33. in tonu 11. p.4X.)9 would 
almoftfuffice to juftify the Abbe Dubos. 

^ The Franks, who probably ufed the mints of Treves, Lyoiw, 
and Aries, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feyenty-r 
two folid'h or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks efta- 
Blilhed only a dfeCUple proportion of gold and filver, ten fhillings 
ydll be a fiifficient valuation of their folidus of goU. It was the 
common ftandard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty denariit 
or filver threepences. Twelve of thefe denarii made zJbiiJtu^ or 
fliitiing, the t>^'entieth '-part of the ponderal and numeral livr^f or 
pound of filver, which has been fo ftrangely reduced in modem 
France. See Le Blanc Traite Hifionque des Monnoym de Fiance, 
P*37 — 43* &:c. 

. *' Agathias, in tom.ii. p. 47- Gregory of Tonw exhibits a very 
'^flEerent.pi^ure. Perhaps it would not be eafy, within the fzmt 
hifbrical fpace, to find more vice and lefs virtue. We are continually 
Shocked by the union of lavage and corrupt manners. 

1 pfogreft 
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progrefs of their arms, and the fpkndour of their chap. 
empire. Since the conquefl of Burgundy, Gaul, xxxvra. 
except the Gothic province of Septimania, was 
fubje6t, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clovis. 
They had extinguifhed the German kingdom of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated 
beyond the Rhine, into the heart of their native 
forefts* The Alemanni, and Bavarians, who had 
occupied the Roman provinces of Rhsstia and 
Noricum, to the fouth of the Danube, confefled 
theinfelves the humble vaffals of the Franks ; and 
the feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable of 
refifting their ambition. When the laft furvivor 
of the fons of Clovis united the inheritance and 
conquefts of the Merovingians, his kingdom exi. 
tended far beyond the limits of modern France^ 
Yet modern France, fuch has been the progrefe 
of arts and policy, far furpafTes in wealth, popu- 
loufnefs, and power, the fpacious but faVage 
realms of Clotaire or Dagobert**, 

The Franks or French, are the only people of PoKtkai 
Europe who can deduce a perpetual fucceffion ^y, 
from the conquerors of the Weftern empire. 
But their conquefl of Gaul was followed by ten 
centuries of anjirchy, and ignorance. On the 
revival of learning, the ftud^nts who had been 
formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, dif- 
dained their Barbarian anceflors^ and a long 



^* M. de Foncemagne has traced, m a coiredl and elegant diiler- 
tation (Mem. de I'Academie, torn* viiL p. 505— -5 zS.)^ the extent ax^d 
limits of the French monarchy. 



? 3 period 
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p H A P. piBriod elapfed before patient labour could pro* 
^^j^Y^"; vide the requifite materials to fatisfy, or rather 
to excite, the curiofity oi* more enlightened 
time$*^ At length the eye of criticifm and 
philofophy was directed to the antiquities of 
France ; but even philofophers have been tainted 
by the contagion of prejudice and paffion. The 
moft extreme and exclufive fyftems of the per., 
fonal fervitude of the Gauls^ or of their voluntary 
and equal alliance with the Franks, have been 
raftily conceived and obftinately defended : and 
the intemperate difputants have accufed each 
other of confpiring againft the prerogative of the 
crown, the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom 
of the people. Yet the iharp conflift has ufefully 
exercifed the adverfe powers of learning and ge- 
nius; and each antagonift, alternately vanquifhed 
and \d6torious, has extirpated fome ancient er* 
rors, and eftablifhed fome interefting truths. An 
impartial ftranger,inftru£ted by their difcoveries, 
their difputes, and even their faults, may de- 
fcribe, from the fame original materials, the ftate 
of the Roman provincials, after Gaul had fub- 



*' The Abbe Dubos (Hiftoire Critique, torn. i. p. 29—36) has 
truly and agreeably reprefented the flow progreft of thefe ftudies ; and 
he obferves, that Gregory of Tours was only once printed before 
the year 1560. According to the complaint of Heiueccius (Ope- 
ra, torn. iii. Sylloge iii. p. 248, ^c.) Germany received with, indif- 
ference and contempt the codes of Barbaric laws, which were pub- 
lifhcd by Heroldus, Lindenbrogius, &c. At prefeht thofe laws (as 
far as they relate to Gaul), the hiftory of Gregory of Tours, and all 
the m(Hiuments of the Merovingian race, appear ip a puve and p^rfe^ 
itates ia the firfl four volumes of the hiflorians of France* 



%6 mitted 



rians. 
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mitted to the arms and laws of the Merovin- chap. 
*gian kings *\ ' . ^^^^j^- 

The rudeft, or the moft fervile, condition of Laws of 
human fociety, is regulated however by fome Jf/„f*^^*' 
fixed and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed 
the primitive finiplicity of the Germans, he dif- 
covered Ibme permanent maxims or cuftoms, of 
public and private life^ which were preferved 
by faithful tradition, till the introdu6tion of the 
art of writing, and of the latin tongue ^K Be- 
fore the election of the Merovingian kings, th^ 
moll powerful tribe, or nation of the Franks, 
•appointed four venerable chieftains to compofe 
the Salic laws*^; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceffive affemblies qC 
the people. After the baptifm of Clovis, he 



*♦ In the fpacc of thirty years (17^8—1765) this intereiting fub- 
jedl has been agitated by the free fpirit of the Count de BoulainviI« 
liers (Memoires Hiftoriques fur I'Etat de la France, particularly 
torn. i. p. I5< — 49.); the learned ingenuity of the Abbe.Bubos 
(Hifioire Critique de rErablifiement de la Monarchie Francoife dans 
les Gauls, % vols, in 4to.) ; the comprehenfive genius of the prefi- 
dent de Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix* particularly L xzviii. xxx. 
xxxl.}; and the good fenfe and diligence of the Abbe de MaUy 
(Obfervations fur THiftoire de France, 7, vol. lamo.). 

^^ I have derived much mftrudtion from two learned works of 
Heineccius, the Hiftory and the Elements of the Germanic law. In 
a judicious preface to the Elements, he confiders, and tries to ex- 
cufe, the defe^ls of that barbarous jurifprudence. 

^^ Latin appears to have been the original language of the Salic 
law. It was probably compofed in the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, before the aefa (A J). 421.) of the real or fabulous Phara- 
inond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced 
the four legiflators ; and many provinces, Frahconia, Saxony, Hano*- 
ver, Brabant, &c. have claimed them as their own. See an excellent 
Diflertation of Heineccius, de Lege Salica, torn. iii. Sylloge iii. 
p. »47— »67- 
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CHAP, reformed feveral articles that appeared incompa-* 
P^^^^^^^; tible with Chriftianity : the Salic law was agaip 
amended by his fans; and at length, under the 
reign of Dagobert, the code was r^vifed and pro- 
mulgated in its adlual form, one hundred yeans 
after the eftablifliment of the French monarchy, 
within the fame period, the cuftoms of the Ripua^ 
rians were tranfcribed and pobliihed j and Charr 
lemagne himfelf, the legiflator of his age and 
country, had accurately iliidied the two national 
laws, which ilill prevailed ainong the Franks ^^ 
The fame care was extended to their vaflals ; and 
the rude inftitutions of the Alemahm and Bava- 
rians were diligently compiled,and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings. 
The Vijigoths and BurgundianSy whofe conqueds 
in Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, fiiewed left 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of civilized fociety. Euric was the firft of th« 
Gothic princes who exprefled in writing the man,- 
ners and cuftoms of his people; and theccmi- 
pofition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure 
of policy rather than of juftice j to alleviate the 
yoke, and regain the affefilions, of their Gallic 
fubJe6ls'^^ Thus, by a fingulai' coincidence, the 

Germans 



*' Eglnhard, in Vlt* CvoK MagnJ, c. 29* in torn, r* p. ioq. By 
^efe two laws* moft critic^ underfland, the Salic and the Ripuanan. 
The former extended from the Carbonarian foreft to the Loire 
(torn. iv. p. i5i*)7 and the (latter might be obeyed from the fame To^ 
l^eft to the Rhine (^om* iv. p. 222.}. 

*• Confult the ancient and modem prefaces of the feveral Codes ui 
the fourth volume of the Uiftoriam of France, "tht ongmal 

proJogm 
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Germanis framed their artlefs inilitutions, at a c H A P. 
time when the elaborate iyftem of Roman jurif- ^^^^* 
prudence was finally confummated. In the Salic 
laws, and the Pande6ts oif Juilinian, we may 
compare the firft rudiments, and the full matu- 
rity, of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifm, our 
calmer reflections will afcribe to the Romans the 
fuperior advantages, not only of fcience and rea- 
fon, but of humanity and juftice. Yet the laws 
of the Barbarians were adapted to theirwants and 
defires^ their occupations and their capacity; and 
they all contributed to preferve the peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety^ for 
whofe ufe they were originally eflablilhed. The 
Merovingians, inflead of impofing an uniform 
rule of condufit on their various fubjedls, per- 
mitted eich people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inflitu- .\ 

tions ^ ; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
pommon benefits of this legal toleration 7''. The 

children 

prologue to the SaKc hvr- exprefles (thongfi In z foreign dialecf!) the 
genuine fpirit of the -pranks more forcibly thad the ten books of 
Gregory of Tours. 

*^ The Riparian law cfeclares, and defines^ this indulgence in 
fevonr of the phintiff (tit, xxxi* in torn. iv. p. «4o.) ; and the fame 
toleration is imderftood, or ezprededy in all the Codes, except that of 
the Vifigoths of Spain.- Tanta diTerfltas leginn (fays Agobard in the 
ninth century) quanta non fohrni in regionibus, ant civitatibasy fed 
ctiam in muhis domtbos habetur. Nampierumqne contingit nt fimul 
cant aut fedeant qninque hotmnes, et nnlhis eomm comnounem legem 
cum altero habeat (in torn. vt. p. 356.}. He foddflily prqpoiies tointi^ 
duce an uniformity of law, as wdl as of fntb. 

7° Inter Romanos negotia caufanmi Romams legibus praecipimtis 
tqininari* Such are the words of a general confiitation proniul- 

fsated 
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c H A P. children embraced the law of their parents, the 
^x^^^^™* wife that of her hufband, the freedman that of 
his patron; and, in all caufes, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or ac- 
cufer, was obh'ged to follow the tribunal of the 
. defendant, who may always plead a judicial pre- 
fumption of right or innocence. A more ample 
latitude was allowed if every citizen, in the pre- 
fence pf the judge, might declare the law under 
which he defired to live, and the national fociety 
to which he chofe to belong. Such an indul- 
gence would aboliih the partial diilin6tions of 
vi6lory ; and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquiefce in the hardfiiips of their condi« 
lion ; fince it depended on themfelves to affume 
the privilege, if they dared to affert the charafiler, 
of free and warlike Barbarians ^'. 
Pecuniary When jufticc inexorably requires the death of 
htroi«kL. a murderer, each private citizen is fortified by 
the affurance, that the laws, the magiftrate, and 



gated by Clotairey the fon of Ciovis, and the fole monarch of the Franks 
(in torn. iv. p. xi6.)> about the year 560. 

^' This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit des 
Loix» L xxviii. a.) from a conftitution of Lothaire L (Leg* Lango- 
bard» 1. ii tit.lvii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. 664.) : though the example 
is too recent and partial. From a various reading in the Salic Law 
(tit. xliv. not. zlv.)» the Abbe de Mably (torn. i. p. 290 — 293.) has 
conjedturedy thaty at firft» a Bariarian only^ and afterwards any 
man (confequently a Roman) might live according to the law of the 
Franks. I am forry to ofiend this ingenious conje^ure by obferving, 
that the fhidler fenfe (Barbarum) is exprefled in the reformed 
copy of Charlemagne ; which is confirmed by the Royal and Wol- 
fenbuttle MSS. The loofer interpretation {bominem) is authorized 
only by the MS. of Fulda^ from whence Heroldus publiflied his edi- 
tion. See the four original te^^ts of the Salic law^ in torn. iv. p. 147* 
173. 196.220. 

the 
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the whole community, are the guardians of his c H A p. 
perfonal fafety. But in the loofe fociety of the ^^^* 
Germans, revenge was always honourable, and 
often meritorious : the independent warrior chat 
tifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in* 
juries which he had offered, or received; and he 
had only to dread the refentment of the fons, and 
kinfmen, of the enemy, whom he had facrificed 
to his felfilh or angry paffions. The magiftrate, 
confcious of his weaknefe, interpofed, not to pu- 
nifh, but to reconcile; and he was fatisfied if he 
could perfuade, or compel, the contending par- 
ties to pay, and to -accept, the moderate fine 
which had been afcertained; as the price of 
blood ^*. The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
have opppfed a more rigorous fehtence ; the fame 
fiercenefs defpifed thefe ineffeftual reftraints: 
and, when their fimple manners had been cor- 
rupted by the wealth of Gaul, the public peace 
was continually violated by a6ls of hafty or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft government the fame 
penalty is infli6led, or at leaft is impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na- 
tional inequality eftablilhed by the Franks, in 
their criminal proceedings, was the laft infult 



7* In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex- 
piated by a pecuniary fatisfadlion to the family of the deceafed 
(Feithius Antiquitat. Homeric. 1. ii. c, 8.). Heineccius, in his pre- 
face to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggefts, that at 
Rome and Athens homicide was only punlihed with exile. It is 
true: but exile was a capital puniihmeut for a citizen of Rome of 
Athens* 



and 
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CHAP, and abufe of conqueft ". In the cahn moments 
xxxvm. of legiflation they folemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antniftt(m'*\ a name expreffive 
of the moll illuftrious birth or dignity among 
the Franks, was appreciated at thefum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold ; while the noble pro* 
vincial, who was admitted to the King's table, 
might be legally murdered at the expence of 
three-hundred pieces. Two hundred were deem- 
ed fufficient for a ^ Frank of ordinary condition ; 
but the meaner Romans were expofed todiigrace 
and danger by a trifling compeniation of one 
hundred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had thefe 
laws been regulated by any principle of equity or 
reafon, the public prote^ion fiiould have fup* 
plied in juii proportion the want of perfoBal 
ftrength. But the legiflator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the lofe of a 
foldier againftthat of a flave; the bead of an in- 
iblent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine ; and the fiightell aid was afibrded to 



'* This proportion is fixed by the SaKc (tit. xKv. in torn. iv. p. 147.) 
fnd the Ripuarian (tit. vix. xi. xxxvL id torn. iv. p. 237. 24X.} laws: 
but the latter does not diftinguHh any difierence cf Romans. - Yet 
the orders dF the clergy are placed above the Franks theraf<jves» 
^d the Burgundianft and Alemanni between the Franks and the 
Romans. 

'* The Autnijti<mes^ qui in trufie Dommkdyfuntf leuinfiddesi un- 
doubtedly repreient the firft order of Franks ; but it is a quefUon 
whether their rank was perfonaU or hereditary. The Abbe de 
Mably (torn. L p. ^34—3470 » aot difpkafed to mortify the pride 
of birth (Eiprit I. xxx. c> 35.) by dating the oiigin of FrencI^ noltHlji!^ 
^om the reign of Clotaire II. (A. D. 615.^ 

the 
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tlie inofl defencelefs fubjefts. Time infenfibly chap. 
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the pa- ^^y^ 
tience of the vanquifhed ; and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fuffer 
more injuries than he could infii£t« As the man- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their 
laws were rendered more fevere ; and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigourof the Viiigoths andBurgundians^^ Under 
the empire of Charlemagne murder was univer- 
ially puniihed with death ; and the ufe of capital 
punilhments has been liberally multiplied in the 
jurifprudence of modern Europe ^^ 

The civil and military profeflions, which had Judg- 
been feparated by Conftantine, were again united ^^'' °^ 
by the Barbarians. The harih found of the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Praefe6l ; and the 
iame officer affumed, within his diftri6t, the com- 
mand of the troops, and the adminiilration of 



^^ See the Burgundian laws (tit.ii. in torn. iv. p*257.). the 
Code of the Viiigoths (1. vi. tit. y. in torn. iv. p. 384.), and the 
conftitution of ChildeberU not of Paris^ but moft evidently of Au- 
firaiia (in torn. iv. p. xiz.). Their premature feverity was fome- 
times raihy and exceflive. Chiidebeit condemned not only murderers 
but robbers : quomodo fine lege involavlt* fine lege moriatur ; and 
even the negligent judge was involved in the fame (entence. The 
Vifigoths abandoned an unfuccefsful furgeon to the family of his 
deceafed patient, ut quod dc eo facere voluerint habeant poteftatem 
(Lxi. tit. i. in torn. iv. p. 435.). 

'^ See in the lixth volume of the works of Heineccius, the Ele*- 
menta Juris Germanici, J.ii. p. ii. N'a6i, a6a. 3180—283. Yet 
fome veftiges of thefe pecuniary compofitions for murder have been 
meed in Germany, as late as the fixteeath century. 



juftice.' 
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CHAP, jullice^'. But the fierce and illiterate chieftain 
^^y^* was feldom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judge, which require all the faculties of a philo- 
fophic mind, laborioully cultivated by experience 
and fi:udy ; and his rude ignorance was compelled 
to embrace fome fitfiple, and vifible, methods of 
afcertaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punifh the falfehood^ of human tef- 
timony j but this powerful infl;rument was mif- 
applied and abufed, by the fimplicity of the Ger- 
man legiflators. The party accufed might juft:ify 
his innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witnefles, who folemnly 
declared their belief, or affurance, that he was not 
guilty* According to the weight of the charge, 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied ; feventy-two voices were required to ab-_ 
folve an incendiary, or affalfin : and when the 
chaftityofa queen of France was fufpe6ted, three 
hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation, 
that the infant prince had been a6tually begotten 
by her deceafed hufband ^% The fin and fcan- 
dal of manifeft and frequent perjuries engaged 

' " The whole fubje^l of the Germatfic judges, and their jurifdic- 
'tion, is copioufly treated by Heincccius (Element. Jur. Germ. 1. iii, 
N' I' — ya.). I cannot find any proof, that, under the Merovingian 
race, the fcablnif or afleflbrs, were chofen by the people, 

'** Gregor. Turon. I. viii. c.9. in torn. ii. p. 316. MonteC- 
quieu obferves (Efprit des Loix,' l.xxviii. c. 13.), that the Salic 
law did not admit thefe negati've proofs fo univerfally eflablifhcd in 
the Barbaric codes. Yet this obfcure concubine (Frcdegundis)y 
who became the wife of the gnuidfon of Clovis^ muft have fdlowed 
the Sdlic law. 

the 
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the magiftrates to remove thefe dangerous temp- chap. 
tations ; and to fupply the defefts of human tefti- ^°^vm. 
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and 
water. Thefe extraordinary trials were fo capri- 
cioufly contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition of a miracle. Such miracles 
were readily provided by fraud and credulity ; 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by this 
ealy and infallible method ; and the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdained the feni- 
tence of the magiftrate, fubmiffively acquiefced 
in the judgment of God ^^ 

But the trials by fingle combat gradually ob- Judicial 
tained fuperior credit and autjiority, among a ^*^'°!'*^** 
w^like people, who could not believe, that a 
brave man deferved to fuffer, or that a coward 
deferved to live \ Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagoniil who was 
deflitute of legal proofs ; and it was incumbent 
on them either to defert their caufe, or publicly 
to maintain their honour, in the lifts of battle. 
They fought either on foot or on horfeback, 

^' Muratoriy in the Astiquities of Italy* hai given two Diilerta- 
tions (xxxviii. xxxix.) on the judgments cf God. It was expe^edf 
that Jire ihould not burn the innocent ; and that th^ pure element 
of water would not allow the guilty to fink into its bofom. 

^ Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix> 1. xxviii. c. 17.) has conde* 
fcended to explain and excufe ^ la maniere de penfer de nos peresy" 
on the fijbje<^ of judicial combats. He follows this ihunge initi- 
tution from the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis ; and the 
phil^fopher is fomstimes loll ia the legal antiquarian. 

according 
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CHAP, according to the cuftom of their nation*'; and the 
xxxvnr. decifion of the fword, or lance, was ratified by 
the fandlion of heaven, of the judgcfj and of the 
people; This languinary law was introduced intof 
Gaul by the Burgundians ; and their legiilator 
Gundobald^* condefcended to anfwer the com- 
plaints and obje6lions of his fubje6l Avitus^ 
" Is it not true/' iaid the King of Burgundy to 
the bifliop, ** that the event of national wars, 
" and private combats, is dire6led by the judg- 
^* mentofGod; and that his providence awards 
" the vidlory to the jufter caufe ?'* By fuch pre- 
vailing arguments, the abfurd and cruel pra^ice 
of judicial duels, which had been peculiar to 
fome tribes of Geimany, was propagated and 
eftablifhed in all the monarchies of Europe, from 
Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten cen- 
turies, the reign of legal violence was not totally 
extinguiflied ; and the ineffectual cenfures of 
faints, of popes, and of fynods, may feem to 
prove, that the influence of fuperdition is weak- 
ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and 

^ *' In a memorable duel at Aix-la-Cliapelle (AiD. Szo.), before' 
the Emperor Lewis the Fiousy his biographer obferves fecundum' 
legem propriam, utpote quia uterque Gothus eraty equeftri pugni' 
congrelTus eft" (Vit. Lud. Pii, c. 33. intom.vi« p. 103.). Ermol- 
dus Nigellus (l.iiL 543 — 6a8. in tom. vL p. 48 — ^50,), who defcribes 
the duelf admires the ars nova of fighting on horfeback, which 
was unknown to the Franks. 

** In his original edi<5l, publiihed at Lyons (AJJ.joi,) Gun- 
dobald eftabliihes and juftlfies the ufe of judicial combat. Leg. 
Bui^und, tit. xlv. in tom ii. p. 267-^268.). Three hundred years 
afterwardsy Agobard> Biihop of Lyons, folicited Lewis the Pious to 
abolilh the law of an Arian tyrant (in tom.vi. p. 35 6 — ^s^*)* He 
relates the converiation of Gtindobald and Avifus. 

humanity^ 
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humanity. The tribunals were fta'med with th6 c H A P, 
blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpe^taWe citi- ^^^^™ - 
zens ; the law, which now favours the rich, then 
yielded to tJie ftrong ; and the old, the feefble, . 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and poflfeffions, to 
fuftain the dangers of an unequal confli6t ?% or to 
truft the doubtftil aid of a mercenary champibn. 
This oppreffive jurifpilidence wasimpofed dn the 
provinciak of Gaul^ who complained of any in- 
juries in their peribns and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of indivi- 
duals, the viftorious Barbarians excelled in the 
love atld exercife of arms; and the vanquifhed 
Roman was unjuftly fummoned to repeat, in his 
own perlbti, the bloody conteft, which had been! 
already decided againft his country \ 

A devouring hoft of one hundred and twenty Divifionof . 
thoufand Germans had formerly paffed the |^" g^^ 
Rhine under the command of Arioviftus. One barian«. 



®^ «< Accidit (fays Agobard), ut nott folum valentes viribus, fed 
^ etiam iniirmi et fenes laceiTantur ad pugnam, etiam pro viliflimis 
** rebus. Quibus foralibus certaminibus contingunt homicidia in- 
*< jufta ; et crudbles ac perverfi eventuJs judiciorum." Like a ' 
prudent rhetorician, he fuppreffes the legal privilege of hiring 
champions. 

^ Montefquieii (Efprit des Loix, xxviii. c. 14.), who underftandi 
<ivliy the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgundians> Ripua- 
riansy Alemannis Bavarians^ Lombards, Thuringians, Frifo^s, and 
Saxons, is fatisfied (and Agobard fdemsto countenance the aflertion), 
that it was not allowed by the Salic law. Yet the fame cuftom, at 
leaft in cafes of treafon, is mentioned by Ermddus Nigellus (1. iii. 
543. in torn. vi. p. 48.), and the anonymous biographer of Lewi* the 
Pious (c.46. in tom. vi. p. ira.) as the ^ mds antiquus Francorum, 
** more Francis folito>" &c. expreflions too general to exclude the 
aoblefl of their tribes. 

VOL. VI. A A . third 
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CHAP, third part of the fertile lands of the Sequani vas 
^^^^^^^™' appropriated to their ufe j and the conqueror 
foon repeated his oppreflive demand of another 
third, for the accommodation of a new colony 
of twenty.four thoufand Barbarians, whom he 
had invited to fliare the rich harveft of GauP^ 
At the diftance of five hundred years, the Vifi- 
goths and Burgundians, who revenged the de- 
feat of Arioviftus, ufurped the fame unequal pro- 
portion of two thirds of the fubjed): lands. But 
this diftribution, infiead of fpreading over the 
province, may be reafonably confined to the pe- 
culiar diftri6ts where the vidiorious people had 
been planted by their own choice, or by the 
policy of their leaden In thefe diftrifils, each 
Barbarian was connedted by the ties of hofpu 
tality with fome Roman provincial. To this 
unwelcome guefl;, the proprietor was compelled 
to abandon two thirds of his patrimony: but the 
German, a fliepherd, and a hunter, might fome- 
times content himfelf with a fpacious range of 
wood and pafture, and refign the fmallefi:, though 
moll valuable, portion, to the toil of the indut 
trious huibandman^^ The filence of ancient 



*^ Csefiur de BelL Gall. 1. L c. 31. in torn. L p. 2x3. 

^ The obfcure hints of a divifion of lands occafionally fcattered in 
the laws of the Burgundians (tit. liv. N° 1. 1. in tom.iv. p.a7i> 
d72.)> suid Vifigoths (1. x. tit.i. N° 8y 9. i^. in tom.iv. p.428>^9» 
43o.)9 are fkilfuUy explained by the prefidem Montefquieu (Efprit M 
Loix» 1. XXX. c. 7, 8> 9.). I ihall only add, that^ among the Godity 
the divilion feems to have been afcertained by the judgment of the 
neighbourhood; that the Barbarians frequently ufurped the remain- 
ing third; and^ that the Romans might recover "their rights unleft 
they were barred by a prefcription of fifty years* 

I tmd 
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and authentic teflimony has encouraged an chap, 
epinion, that the rapine of the Franks was not y^^^* 
moderated, or difguifed, by the forms of a legal 
divifion; that they difperfed themfelves over 
the provinces of Gaul, without order or con- 
troul ; and that each vidtorious robber, accord- 
ing to his wants, his avarice^ and his flrength, 
meafured with his fword the extent of his new 
inheritance. At a diflance from their fovereign, 
the Barbarians might indeed be tempted to ex* 
ercife fuch arbitrary depredation ; but the firm 
and artful policy of Clovis mud curb a licentious 
Ipirit, which would aggravate the mifery of the 
vanquifhed, whilft it corrupted the union and 
difcipline of the conquerors. The memorable 
vafe of SoifTons is a monument, and a pledge, of 
the regular didribution of the Gallic Q)oils. It 
was the duty, and the intereft, of Clovis, to pro- 
vide rewards for a fuccefsful army, and fettle- 
ments for a numerous people j without inflicting 
any wanton, or fuperfluous injuries, on the loyal 
catholics of Gaul. The ample fund, which he 
might lawfully acquire, of the Imperial patri- 
mony, vacant lands, and Gothic ufurpations, 
would diminifli the cruel neceffity of feizure and 
conflfcation ; and the humble provincials would 
more patiently acquiefce in the equal and re- 
gular diftribution of their lofs ®^ 

•^ It is fingular enough, that the prelident de Montefquieu (Efprit 
des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 7.), and the Abbe de Mably (Obfervationsy tom*i. 
p. ai, %%>)% agree in this ftrange fuppofition of arbitrary and private 
rapine. The Count de Boulainvilliers (£tat de la France, torn. L 
p. 23r 13.) fhewsa ftrong underilanding, through a cloud of ignorance 
-and prejiKlke. 

AA 2 ' ' The 
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CHA P. The wealth of the Merovingian princesicon^ 
^^Jl^ filled in their extenfive domain. Aifter the con^ 
Domain queft of Gaul, they ftill delighted in the ruflic 
and bene- finiplicity of their anceftors ; the cities w^re 
Merovin. abandonedto folitude and decay; andtheir coins, 
^inians. their charters, and their fynods^ are ftillinfcribed 
with the names of. the villas, or rural palaces, 
in which* they fucceffively refided. One huni- 
dred and' fixty of thefe jp^feceiJ, . a title which 
need not excite any unfeafonable ideas of ant? 
or luxury, were fbattered through the provincea 
of their kingdom ; and if fom^ might claim the 
honours of a fortrefs, the far greater part could 
be efteemed only in the light of profitable farms* 
The manfion of the long. haired kings was fur- 
rounded with convenient yards, and ftables,.for 
the cattle and the poultry ; tlie gard^ was 
planted with ufeful vegetables'? the ^'farious 
trades, the labours of agriculture, and even. the 
iEirts of hunting and* fifhing^ were exercifed by 
fervile hands for the emolument of the fovereign^ 
his magazineswere filled with corn and wine, 
either for fitle or confumption ; and the whole 
adminiftration was conduced by the ilri3;eft 
maxims of private oeconomy *^ This ample pa- 
trimony was appropriated to fupply thehofpitable 

* See the ruftic edi^, or rather code of Cha^^eInag^e» which con- 
tains feventy diftindl and minute regulations of that great mo- 
narch (in torn. V. p..65a— *657.). -He requires an account of the 
horns and ikios of the goats, allows his fiih to be foldy and carefully 
directs, that the larger villas {Capitanea:) Ihall maintain one hun- 
dred hens and thhrty geefe; and the fmaller {Manjianales) fifty hens 
and twelve geefe. Mabillon. (de Re Diplomatica) has inyefiigated 
the names> the number^ and the fituation of the. Merovingiajx 
jillas. 

plenty 
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pleitiy of Clovis, and his fucceffors j and to re- c H a P- 
ward the fidelity of theirl)rave conf^anions, who, X^Viii. 
•both in peace and war, were devoted to their 
perfoaal fervice. Inftead of an horfe, or a fmt of 
armour^ each companion, according to his ranlv;, 
or merit, or favour, was invefted with a benefice^ 
the primitive name, and mod fimple form, of the 
feudal poffeffions. Thefe gifts might be refumed 
at the pleafure of tlie fovereignj and his feeble 
prerogsutive derived fome fupport from the influ*. 
ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
}vas gradually abalifhed'^^ by the inde^pendent 
jirnd rapacious nobles of France, who eftabliflied 
the perpetual property^and hereditary fucceffion, 
of their benefices^ a revolution falutary to the 
earth, which had been injured, or neigle6led, by 
its pr^Darious mailers ^°. Befides thefe royal and 
J^eneficiary eftates, a large proportion had been 
afligned in the ^livifion of Gaul, of allodial and 
Salic lands : they were exempt from tribute, and 
the Salic lands were equally Ihared among the 
^ale <kfcendants of the Franks *'. 

*9 From a palfage of the 'Burgundiaii law (tit. i. N' 4. in torn. iv. 
p. 257.) it is evident, that a deferving fon might expedl to hold the 
lands which his father had received from the royal bounty of Gandd- 
told. The Buigundians would firmly maintain their privilege, and 
their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

9"* The revolutions of the benefices and fiefs are clearly fixed by^ 
Ae Abbe de Mably. His accurate fiftindtion of times gives him a 
merit to which even Montefquieu is a ftranger. 

9' See the Salic law (tit.lxii. intom.iv. p. 156.)- The origih 
and nature of thefe Salic lands, which in times of ignorance were 
perfe(SUy underftood, now perplex our moft learned and fagacious 
critics, 

A A 3 la 
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CHAP. In the bloody difcord, and filent decay of the 
xxxvra. Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in 
the provinces, who, under the appellation of 
Seniors J or Lords, ufurped a right to govern, and 
a licence to opprefs, the fubje6ls of their peculiar 
territory. Their ambition might be checked by 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal : but the laws 
were extinguiflied; and the facrilegious Barba-^ 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or biihop '% would feldom re(pe6l the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour. 
The common, or public rights of nature, fuch 
as they had always been deemed by the Roman 
jurilprudence ^% were feverely reftrained by the 
German conquerors, whofe amufement, or rather 
paflion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion, which Man has affumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters, 
was confined to fome fortunate individuals of the 
human Ipecies. Gaul was again overlpread with 
woods ; and the animals, who were referved for 
the ufe, or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage, 
with impunity, the fields of his indufl;rious vaffals. 
The chace was the facred privilege of the nobles 
and their domefl^ic fervants. Plebeian tranlgreflbrs 
were legally chafl;ifed with ftripes and imprifooT 

*' Many of the two hundred and fix miracles of St. Martin (Greg. 
Turon. in Maxima Bibliothec^ Patrum* torn. xi. p. 896 — 93 a.} 
were repeatedly performed to puniih facrilege. Audite haec omncs 
(exclaims the bifliop of Tours)» poteitatem habentes, after relatin|[» 
liow fome horfes run mad^ that had been turned into a facre<|[ 
meadow. 

'^ Heiaec Element. Jar. German. I. ii. p. x. N° 8« 

ment j 
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ment^; but in an age which admitted a flight (Th a p. 
compofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- xxxviii. 
.pital crime to deflroy a ftag or a wild bull within 
the precin6ls of the royal forefls ^K 

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Perfonal 
conqueror became the lawful mailer of the enemy ^•^^^^ 
whom he had fubdued and fpared ^ : and the 
fruitful caufe of perfonal fla very, which had been 
almofl fupprefled by the peaceful fovereignty of 
Rome, was again revived and multiplied by the 
perpetual hoftilities of the independent Barba* 
rians. The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, 
who returned from a fuccefsful expedition, 
dragged after him a long train of flieep, of oxen, 
and of human captives whom he treated with the 
fame brutal contempt The youths of an elegant 
form and ingenuous afpefb, were fet apart for the 



9* JoroBf Biihop of Orleans (A.D. 821—826. Cave» Htft. LiU 
toaria, p. 443.) cenfures the iegal tyranny of the nobles. Pro ferie^ 
quas cura hominum non aluity fed Deus in commune mortalibus ad 
utendum conceffit^ pauperes a potentioribus fpoliantur^ flagellantury 
crgaftulis detruduntur, et multa alia patiuntur. Hoc enim qui faciunt* 
Ugemundi fe facere jufte polTe contendant. De Inftitutione Laicorumy 
Lii. c. 23. apud Thoma0in> Difcipline de I'Eglife, torn. iii. p^ 1348. 

^ On a mere fufpicion> Chundoy a chamberlain of Gontram,King 
jpf Burgundy, was Honed to death (Greg. Turon. 1.x. c. 10. in tom.ii. 
p. 369.). John of Salifbury (Policrat. 1. i. c. 4.) aflerts the rights of 
nature, and expofes the cruel pradlice of the twelfth century. Se« 
Heineccius, £lem. Jur. Germ. 1. ii. p. i. N 51—57. 

^ The cuftom of enilaving prifoners of war was totally extm- 
gttiihed in the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence of Chrlf- 
tianky ; but it might be proved, from frequent pailages of GregcMry of 
Tours, &c. that it was pra<5Ufed, without cenfure, under the Mero- 
vingian race ; and even Grotius himfelf (de Jure Belli et Pacis, I. iii. 
C. 7.), as well as his commentator Barbeyrac^ have laboured to recon« 
file it with the laws of nature and reafon. 

A A 4 - domeflic 
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CHAP. ^QiW^iP fervicie ; a doubtful fituatian, whicfr 
^^Y"^; alterjoately .e:^pQ£ed tliem to the favourable^ or 
cruel, impulfe of .paflion. Tbe u&ful mechanics 
and fervants (fmifcbs, carpenters, taylors, flioe- 
maimers, cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in 
gpld ^.nd filver, &c.) einployjed their fktli for the 
Uffe, or profit, of 4:heir mallei'. But the Roman 
captives who weris deftiiiite of art, but .capable of 
labour, were condemned without regaxd to their 
fi^rmer rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the 
lands of tbe Barbarians. The number of the here- 
^ita^y bondfraen, who were attached to the Gallic 
eft ates, was continually increafed bynewfiipplies; 
and tbe fervile people, according to the fituatioh 
^nd temper of their lords, was fbm^times raiied 
by precarious indulgence, and more frequently 
depreffed by capricious defpotifm ®^ An ab&lute 
power of life and death. was exercifed by thefe 
lords ; and when they married their daughters, a 
train of ufeful fervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their efcape, was fent a3 a nuptial pre- 
fent into a diftant country ^^ The majefty of the 
Roman laws protected the liberty of each citizen, 
againft' the ralh effeSs of his own diftrefs, or de- 



'^ The ftate, profeflions, &c. of the German, Italian> and Gallic 
flavcs, during the middle ages, are explained by Heineccius (Element. 
Jur. Germ. 1. i. N^ a8— 47.), Muratori (Difiertat. xiv. xv.). Ducange 
(Gloff. fub. voce Servi), and the Abbe de Mably (Obfenrations, 
tom-ii. p. 3, &c. p. 237, &c. 

• ^ Gregory of Tours (l.vi. c. 45. intom.ii. p. 289.) t^lates a me- 
morable example, in which Chilperic only abufed the private rights of 
a mafter. Many families, which belonged to his domus fifcales in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, were forcibly fent away into Spain. 
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i|itair. Bat tbie fub}6(9;s of the Merovrngiaia kings chap. 
might alienate their perfaual freedom ; and this ^^^^; 
B&Qfiegsi fuicide,^idi was familiarly prai^ifed^ 
is expreffed in ternas napft difgraceful and affliS;- 
ing to the dignity of huraan imture^^ Theex^ 
aai}de of the poor, who purchafed life by the 
facrifice of all that can render life defirable, was 
gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout^ 
who, in times of public diforder, pufiUaniraonfly 
crowded to flielter themfelves under the battle- 
ments of a powerful chief, and around the fhrine 
of a popular faint. Their fubmiffion was accepted 
by thefe temporal, or Ipiritual, patrons ; and the 
hafty tranfaSiion irrecoverably fixed tlieir owa 
Condition, aad that of their lateft pofterity. From 
the reign of Clo vis, during five fucceffive cen- 
turies, the laws and manners of Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the increafe and to confirm 
the duration, of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
violence almoftofoiiterated the intermediate ranks 
of fociety ; and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
val between the noble and the flave. This arbi- 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
pride and prejudice into a national diftinftion, 
univerfally eftablifhed by the arms and the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed 
their genuine, or fabulous, defcent, from the 

^ Licentiam habeatis mlhi qualemcunque vdueritis difciplmam 
ponere: vel venuradare, aut quod vobis placuerit. de me facere. 
Marciilf. Formul. 1. ii. a8. in torn* iv. p.497» The Formula of Lin- 

•denbrogius (p. 559.)> and that of.Anjou (p. 565.) are to the lame 
cffedl. Gregory of Tours (1. vii. -c. 45. in tom.ii. p. 311.) fpeaks 

*of many perfons, who fold themfelves.&)r bread, in a great famine. 

inde- 
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CHAP, independent and victorious Franks,have afferted^ 
^ [^^^' and abufed, the indefeafible right of conqueft, 
over a proftrate crowd of (laves and plebeians^ 
to whom they imputed the imaginary di%race 
of a Gallic, or Roman, extra6lion. 
Example The general ftate and revolutions of France ^ a 
^[ ^^^ name which was impofed by the conquerors,.may 
be illuftrated by the particular example of a pro- 
vince, a diocefe, or a fenatorial family. Auvergne 
had formerly maintained a juft pre-eminence 
among the independent ilates and cities of Gaol. 
The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a 
Angular trophy; the fword of Caefar hirafelf, 
which he had loft when he was repulfed before the 
walls of Gergovia '^. As the common offspring 
of Troy, they claimed a fraternal alliance with the 
Romans '°' ; and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of 
the Weftern empire might have been prevented 
or delayed. They firmly maintained the fidelity 
which they had relu6lantlyfworn to the Vifigoths; 
but when their braveft nobles had fallen in the 
battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift- 
ance, a vi6lorious and catholic fovereign. This 

'~ When Caeiar faw itf he laughed (Plutarch, in Caefar. in torn, u - 
p. 409.): yet he relates (lis upfuccefsful (iege of Gergovia* with leff 
franknefs than we might expedl from a g;reat man to whom vidlory 
was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he loft 
forty-fix centurions and kv&a. hundred men (de Bell. Gallico, 1. vi. 
c. 44 — 53. in torn, i. p.»7o~»7»« 

'°' Audebant fe quondam iratres Latio dicere, et fanguine ab 
niaco populos computare (Sidon. Apoilinar. 1. vii. epift. 7. in tom. i« 
p. 799). I am not informed of the degrees and circumflances of thia 
fabulous pedigree. 
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eafy and valuable conqueft was atchieved, arid chap, 
poffeffed, by Theodoric, the eldeft fon of Clovis : xxxviir. 
but the remote province was feparated from his 
Auftrafian dominions, by the intermediate king* 
doms of Soiflbns, Paris, and Orleans, which 
formed, after their father's death, the inheritance 
of his three brothers. The King of Paris, Childe* 
bert, was tempted by ihe neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne '". The Upper country, 
which rifes towards thefouth into the mountains 
of the Cevennes, prefented a rich and various 
profpefl of woods and paflures ; the fides of the 
hills were clothed with vines; and each eminence 
wa^ crowned with a villa or caftle. In the Lower 
Auvergne, the river Allier flows through the fair 
and fpacious plain of Limagne ; and the inex- 
hauftible fertility of the foil fupplied, and (till 
fupplies, without any interval of repofe, the con- 
ftant repetition of the fame harvefts '°\ On the 
falfe report, that their lawful fovereign had been 
flain in Germany, the city and diocefe of Au- 
vergne were betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius 
ApoUinaris. Childebert enjoyed this clandeiline 

'°' Either the firfl> or fecondy partition among the Tons of Clovisn 
had given Berry to Childebert (Greg. Turon. U iii. c. i%, in tom.ii. 
p. 102.)- Velim (faid he), Arvemam Lemanem^ quae tanta jocunditatis 
gratia refulgere diciter oculis cemere (1. iii. c. 9. p. 191.) The face 
of the country was concealed by a thick fog> when the King of Paris 
made his entry into Clermont. 

*°^ For the defcription of Auvergne, fee Sidonius (1. iv.epift. ai. 
in torn. i. p. 793«)> ^^ ^^ noits of Savaron and Sirmond {p. 279, 
and 51. of their refpe<Slive editions). Boulainvilliera (£tat de la 
France, torn. ii. p. 342 — 268.)^ and the Abbe de la Longueme 
fDef<;ription de la Fraocey part i.p. Z3a—*I39*). 

viftoryj 
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CHAP. mStory ; and :tbe fme fabjefilB of Theetioric 
X^Yffl. threatened rto ddfertiiis ibandard, if he indiilged 
bis private refentoieat, while the nation was len- 
gaged JJQ the Bufrgumdian war. Bat the Franks 
of Auftrafia foon yielded to the perfua^ve dlo- 
ipieiicexDtf their kii^. ^' FoUow me/' faid Theo- 
doric, '^^ into Aovergne : I will lead yam into a 
*' proirioace, 'where you tnay acq;uike gold, fil^ver^ 
** flaves, cattle^ and precioes apparel, to the fall 
^* eictent of * your wsflies. I repeat my promile^ 
^ I give you the peoipie, «nd their wealth, as 
" your pney ; and you may transport them at 
" pleafune into yourt^wn country.'* By the ex- 
ecution of this'promife, Theodoric juftly forfeifc. 
ed the allegiancae of a peopte whom be devoted 
to deftrudbion. His troops, reinforced by the 
ISeroeft Barbairians of <jennany '^j fpread de- 
folation over the fruitful fece of Auvergne ; and 
two places only, a ftrotig caftle and a holy flirine, 
were faved, or redeeined, ifrom their licentious 
fery. Hie caftle of Meroliac '""^ was feated on a 
iofiy rock, which rofe an hundred feet above the 
furiace <tf the plain j and a large refer voir of frefti 
water was inclofed,with fome arable lands,within 



^■"^ Furorem gentium, quae de ulteriore Rheni amnis parte vene- 
rent, fuperare non poterat (Greg. Turon. 1. iv. c. 50. in torn, ii, 
«2j9«)' ^^ ^^® excufe of another king of Auftrafia '(A.D. 574.), 
for the ravages which his troops committed in the neighbourhood 
of Paris. 

*°' From the name and iituation, the Benedi^ine editors of Gre* 
gory of Tours (in torn. ii. p. 19a.) have fixed this fortrefs at a place 
named Caftel Meriiac, two miles frcim Mauriac, in the Upper A»- 
Tergne. In this defcription, I tranflate infra as if I read intra ; the 
two prepofitions are . perpetually confounded by Gregory^ or his 
.traafcriben ; ?nd the fenfe muft always decide. 

the 
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the- circle of its fortifications. The Franks be»- c hap. 
held with envy and deQiair this impregnable fort- ^^^^ 
refs : but they furprifed a party of fifty ftragglers : 
and, as they were oppreffed by the number of 
their captives,, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom^ 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
vi6lims, whom the cruel Barbarians were pre^^ 
pared to maflacre on the refufal of the garrifon. 
Another detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, 
or Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their 
valuable:efFe£i;s,had.taken.refuge in the fan6i;uary 
of St. Jbliaiu The doors of the church refifte4 
the afikult ; but a daring foldier entered through 
a.window>of the choir, and opened a paflage to 
his companions. The clergy and people, the 
Ikored and: the profane fpoils, were rudely torn 
from tha altar; and the iaorilegious divifion was 
ixiadeat afmalldiftancefrom the town of Brioude. 
But tbisaft of impiety was fevereJy challifed by 
the devout: fon of Clovis. . He punifhed with 
death the moft atrocious offenders j left their 
fecret accomplices to the vengeance of St. Julian; 
releafed the captives; reftored the plunder; and 
extended the rights of fan6i;uary, five miles 
round the fepulchre of the holy martyr '^^. 

Before the Auftrafian army retreated from Au- Story of 
vergne, Theodoric exafted fome pledges of the ^^^^^ 

"^ See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory. oC 
Tours (l.ii. c. 3 7., in tom.iL p. 183. and l.iU. 0.9. 129 is*, p. I9i> 
792. de Miraculis St« Julian. Cm 13. in tom.ii. p. 466*). He fre- 
quently betrays his. e;Kti:aordinary attention to his natiye coilatry. * 

future 
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CHAP, future loyalty of a people, whofe juft hatred 
^^^^^* could be reftrained only by their fear. A fele6t 
band of noble youths, the fons of the principal 
fenators, was delivered to the conqueror, as the 
hoftages of the faith of Childebert, and of their 
countrymen. On the firft rumour of war, or 
confpiracy, thefe guiltlefs youths were reduced 
to a ftate of fervitude ; and one of them, Atta- 
ins "% whofe adventures are more particularly 
related, kept his mailer's horfes in the diocefe of 
Treves. After a painful fearch, he was difco- 
vered, in this unworthy occupation, by the 
emiffaries of his grandfather Gregory Biihop of 
Langres ; but his offers of ranfom were fternly 
rejefted by the avarice of the Barbarian, who 
required an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his noble captive. His deli- 
verance was effe6led by the hardy llratagem of 
Leo, a flave belonging to the kitchens of the 
Bifliop of Langres '°% An unknown agent eafily 

^'^ The ftory of Attalus is related by Gregory of Tours (1. iii. 
c. i6. in torn. ii. p. 193 — 195. )• His editor, the P. Ruinart, 
confounds this Attalus, who was a youth (puer) in the year $1% 
with a friend of Sidonius of the fame name, who was count of 
Autun, fifty or fixty years before. Such an error, which cannot 
be imputed to ignorance, is excufed, in fome degree, by its own 
magnitude. 

^-^ This Gregory, the great grandfather of Gregory of Tours 
(in torn. ii. p. 197. 490.) lived ninety-two years ; of which h« 
pafled forty as count of Autun, and thirty-two as bifliop of Langres. 
According to the poet Fortunatus, he difplayed equal merit ia 
thefe diiTerent fiations. 

Nobilis antiqua decurrens prole parentum, 
Nobilior geftis, nunc fuper aftra manet. 
Arbiter ante ferox, dein pius ipfe facerdos, • • . 
Quos domUit judex, foyet amore patris. 

introduced 
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introduced him into the fame family. The Bar- chap. 
barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve ^^^^^ 
pieces of gold; and was pleafed to learn, that he 
was deeply Ikilled in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table : " Next Sunday/' faid the Frank, « I 
^' fliall inyite my neighbours, and kinfmen. 
" Exert thy art, and force them to confefs, that 
" they have never feen, or tafted, fuch an en- 
** tertainment, even in the king's houfe." Leo 
aflured him, that if he would provide a fufficient 
quantity of poultry, his wiflies fhould be fatis- 
fied. The mailer, who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, aflumed, as his own, 
the praife which the voracious guefts unanimoufly 
beftowed on his cook ; and the dexterous Leo 
infenfibly acquired the truft and management of 
his houfehold. After the patient expedlation of a 
whole year, he cautioufly whifpered his defign to 
Attains, and exhorted him to prepare for flight 
in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table; and 
the Frank's fon-in-law, whom Leo attended to 
his apartment with a no6tumal potation, conde- 
fcended to jeft on the facility with which he might 
betray his truft. The intrepid flave, after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery, entered his maf- 
ter's bed-chamber; removed his fpear and 
ftiield; filently drew the fleeteft horfes from the 
ftable; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and. ex- 
cited Attains to fave his life and liberty by 
inceflant diligence. Their apprehenfions urged 
them to leave their horfes on the banks of the 

Meufej 
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CHAP. Meufe '"'^ ; they fwam the river, wandered three 
^^^^^^^^™' days in the adjacent foreft, and fubfifted only 
by the accidental difcovery of a wild plum-tree. 
As they lay concealed in a daxk thicket, they 
heard the noife of horfes j they were terrified by 
the angry countenance of their mafteir, and they 
anxioufly liil^ned to his declaration, that, if he 
could feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he 
would cut in pieces with his fword, and would 
expofe the other on a gibbet. At length. Atta- 
ins, and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly 
habitation of a prelbyter of Rheims, who re- 
cruited their fainting ftrength with bread and 
wine, concealed them from the fearch of their 
enemy, and fafely condu6led them, beyond the 
limits of the Auftrafian kingdom, to the epifco* 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his 
grandfon with tears of joy, gratefully delivered 
Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of 
fervitude, and bellowed on him the property of 
a farm, where he might end his days in happinefi 
and freedom. Perhaps this lingular adventure, 
which is marked with fo many cii*cumftances of 
truth and nature, was related by Attains hrmfelfj 
to his coulin, or nephew, the firft hiftorian of 
the Franks. Gregory of Tours "° was born 

about 

'^9 As M. • de Valoi9> and the P. Ruinart, are determined to 
change theMo/ella of the text into Mo/a, it becomes me to acquiefce 
in the alteration. Yet, after fome examination of the topography^ 
I could defend the common reading. 

"° The parents of Gregory (Gregorius Florentine Georgius) 
were of noble extra<5lion (natalibus . . • illuftres), and they pofleflcd 
large eiUtes (latifundia) both ini^uvergne and Buipmdy. He was 

bom 
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^bout fixty years after the death of Sidomas C hap, 
Apollinaris ; and their -fituation was almoft fimi. ^ ^^*^ 
lar, fince each of them was a native of Auvergne^ 
a fenator, and a bifliop. The diflerence of their 
ftyle and fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the 
decay of Gaul ; and clearly afcertain how much 
in fo fhort a fpace, the human mind had loft of 
its energy and refinement "'. 

We are now qualified to ddfpife the oppofite, Privfleget 
^nd perhaps, artful, mifreprefentations, which o^^eRo- 
have foflened, or exaggerated, the opprefflon of Gad. 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians. The conquerors never promulgated 
any uruverjhl edi6l of fervitude, or confifcation: 
but a degenerate people, who excufed their 
weaknels by the Ipecious names of politenefs and 
peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in- 
fulted their poiTeffions, their freedom, and their 
iafety. Their perfonal injuries were partial and 
irregular ; but the great body of the Romans 

1)om in the year 539, was conTechited Bifhop of Tours in 573, and 
died in 5^39 or 5959 loon afttr he had terminated his hifiory. See 
his Lifey by Odo, Abbot of Clugny (in torn. ii. p. 129—135.), and a 
sew Ufe in the Memoores de l^Academie, &c. torn. xxvi. p. 598 

— 637- 

'" Decedente atque immo potius peieunte ab ux^ibus GaOicanis 
jiieralium culturl iiterarumy &c. (in praefat. in torn. iL p. x^'j.)^ is 
the complaiat of Gregory himfelfy whidi he fully verifies by his own 
woric I& flyle is equally devoid of elegance and fimplicity. In a 
con^cQOtts ifaition he ftill remained a firanger to his own age and 
comntry ; and in a prolix woik (the five laft books contain ten years) 
he has dmitted almoft every thing that pofterity defires to leahu 
I have tedionfly acquired^ by a painful perufal} the right of pro* 
iiouncing this unfavourable ftntenoe. * 

vou VI. B B furvived 
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CHAP, furvived the revolution, and ilill preferyed tte 
^^^^^^^^^' property, and privileges, of citizens. A large 
portion of their lands was exafted for the ufe 
0f the Franks : but they enjoyed the remainder, 
exempt from tribute '" ; and the fame irrefiftible 
violence which fwept away thq arts and manu- 
factures of Gaul, deftroyed tfie elaborate and 
expenfive fyftem of Imperial defpotifm. The 
Provincials muft frequently deplore the lavage 
jurifprudence of the Salic or Ripuarian laws; 
but their private life, in the important concerns 
of marriage, teilaments, or inheritance, was ilill 
regulated by the Theodofian Code ; and a dif- 
contented Roman might freely afpire,br defcend,. 
to the character and title of a Barbarian. The 
honours of the ftate were accelfible to his ambi- 
tion : the education and temper of the Romans 
more peculiarly qualified them for the offices of 
civil government ; and, as fopn as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour, they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks, or even at the 
head, of the vi^orious Germans. I Ihall not 
attempt to enumerate the generals and magi- 
ftrates, whofe names "^ atteft the liberal policy - 

'" The Abbe de Mably (torn. L p. 247 — 367) has diligently con* 
firmed this opinion of the prefident de Montefqgueu -{j^pnt des Loizy 
L xzx. c ij.). 

"^ See Dubosy HilL Critique de la Monarchie Franyoifey torn, a* 
L tL c. 99 ic The French Antiquarians efiahlilh as a principle^ that 
the Romans and Barbarians may be diftinguifhed by their name$» 
Their names undoubtedly form a reafbnable prefumption ; yet in 
i^cading Gregory of Tours» I have ob&rved Gondulphus» of Senato- 
nian or Roman extra^on (Lvi. c. xi. in torn, ii* p*473*}>' ^^ 
ClaudiuS) a Barbar^n (L viL c« 29* p. z^Z^h 

of 
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of the Merovingians. The fupreme command chap. 
of Burgundy, with the title of Patrician, was ^^^^^; 
fuccefiively entrufled to the three Romans; 
and the lall, and mod powerful, Mummolus "% ' 
who alternately faved and difturbed the mo- 
narchy, had fupplanted his father in the (lation of 
Count of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty 
talents of gold, and two hundred and fifty talents 
of filver. The fierce and illiterate Barbarians 
were excluded, during feveral generations, from 
the dignities, and even from the orders, of 
the church "^ The clergy of Gaul confifled 
almoft entirely of native provincials; the haughty 
Franks ' fell proftrate at the feet of their fubje^ts, 
who were dignified with the epifcopal charadler ; 
and the power and riches which had been lofl in 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperftition"*. 
In all temporal afihirs, the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy ; but the Barbaric 
jurilprudence had liberally provided for their 
perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent to 
two Franks ; the antrujliony and prieft, were 
held in fimilar eflimation ; and the life of a 
bifhop was appreciated far above the common 

^^ Eufiius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of 
Toursy from the fourth (c. 43. p. aa4«) to the feventh (c. 40. 
p. 310.) book. The computation by talents is lingular enough ; but 
if Gregory attached any meaning to that obfolete wordy die treafures 
of Munomolus muft have exceeded looyOobU fieriing. 
"' See Fleury> Difcours liL fur I'Hiiloire EodefiaftiqUe* 
"^ The Biihop of Tours hirofdf has rtecorded the complaint of 
Chilp^Cy the grandfon of Clovis, £cce ' pauper remanfit? Fifcus 
nofter; ecce divitiae nofirsB ad ecclefifts fuQt tranllatae: nuUiipenitus 
aifi foU Epifcopi regnant (I. vi. c. 46. in torn. ii. p. 291.). . . 

B B 2 ftandarcl. 
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CHAP, ftandard, at the price of nine hundred pie<5€li o^ 
XXXYHL goId"\ The Romans communicated to theif 
conquerors the ufe of the Chriftian religion, and 
Latin language **' : but their language and their 
religion had alike degenerated from the fimple 
purity of the Auguilan, and Apoftilic, age. The 
progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifoi was rapid 
and univerfal : the worfliip of the famts con- 
cealed fiom vulgar eyes the God of tlie ChriC 
tians; and the ruftic dialeft of peafants and IbK 
diers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and pro- 
nunciation. Yet fuch intercourfe of facred and 
focial communion eradicated the diftin^tions of 
birth and vi6lory ; and the nations of Gaul were 
gradually confounded under the name and. go- 
vernment of the Franks. 
Anarchy The Franks, after they mingled with their 
Gallic fubje6ls, might havq imparted the mofl 
valuable of human gifts^ a fpirit, and iyftem, 
of conflitutional liberty. Under a king here- 
ditary but limited, the chiefs and coynfellors 



''^ See the Ripuarian Code (^tiu xxxvi. In torn. iv. p. 141 ). The 
Salic law does not provide for the iafety of the clergy, and we 
might Aippofey on the behalf of the more civilized tribe, that they 
had not foreieen fuch an impioukr a^ a» the mur4ep of a pried. Yet 
Praetextatus, Archbifliop of Rouen^ W9» alHiiifiaated by the erdfr ef 
Queen Fredegundis before tke a^tar (Gr^* Turottt. i« tUL c< ^1^ ut 
tem*ii. p. 326.). 

"^ M. Bonamy (MeHi* de I'Acisideiiiie dcK infcr^knt^ ton. kxiy^ 
p. 582 — 670.) has aibertained the Lingua Romana Rt^kOt which 
through the medium of llie Rjomatuey has gradually been polilhed 
into the a(Slual form of the French langua^* ITndsr die CssMani^ 
race, the kings and noblea.^ Bniftee flUl underftopdthf dial0ft of tlie&f 
German anceftom. ^ 

15 might 
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might buve deba:ted, at Paris^ in ttie pdace of i? H af. 
the Caefars : the adjacent field where the Em- ^^ ^ 
|rerors reviewed their mercenary legions, ^foul^ 
bave admitted tiie iegiflative afiembly pf frei?fn$n 
iaiid warriors ; and the rude model, which h^d 
^en (jketched ip the wopds of Germany"?, 
might h^ve b^en poli&ed and improved by the 
eivil wifiiom of the Romans. But the carelefs 
Birbarians,feciirepfthpirper^palind^pendence^ 
dHHained the kbour of government : the annual 
aflemUies of the month of March were filently 
afodifAied ( and the patjpn was fep^rated, and at* 
DQoft diffolv^, by th^ ©owjaeft of GanI"^ TIib 
«oitarohy w^as left without ^jiy regnjar eftablifti- 
nmnt lof juftt^ie^ of arms, 0r of r^v^en^ue. The 
fucceflbrs of Clovis wanted refolution to affum^y 
or ftrength to eiercife, the Iegiflative and exe- 
cutive powers, which the people Ijad at>dicated : 
the royal perog&tive was diflingui(bed of^y bye 
jaore ample .privilege of rapine and murder ; and 
the love of freedom, fo ofteh invigorated ^nd 
dHgraeed by private amt>ition» was redueed, 
ampng th^ Ucentious Franks, to tibe contempt 
4^* order, and the desire, of iodpuoity.- ^Sevjenty- 
^ve yjeairs after the deisth x>f Cimis^ his grmMo^f 
'Gmtaw, K&ig.of Buigundy, fent.an wmf to 
invade the Gothic pofleffions of Septimania, or 

^■^ fifi beau fyileme a etc trotive dans les bois. JMontefqiueu, 
EQirit 4*8 lioix, 1. xi. c. 6. 

"° See -the Abbe dde M^ly* (MervatiosM) &c. ^lom. i. p. 347— 
^6* It itiaM feekn tbat tiie inftitution of xkatianal ttffimblms* 
•iniiiuch aie icHeVal vkh i^ FnsBcb natictt, hx^ ntmt :been jcoa- 
genial to its temper. 

« B 3 Lan- 
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CHAP. Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Berry, 
^^^^^^™* Auvergne, and the adjacent territories, were ex- 
cited by the hopes of fpoil. They marched, 
without difcipline, under the bannersof German, 
or Gallic, counts j their attack was feeble and 
unfuccefsful ; but the friendly and hoftile pro- 
vinces were defolated with indifcriminate rage. 
The corn fields, the villages, the churches them- 
• felves, were confumed by fire ; the inhabitants 
were maflacred or dragged into captivity ; and, 
in the diforderly retreat, five thoufand of thefe 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by hungei' or 
inteftine difcord. When the pious Gontrah re- 
proached the guilt, or neglefil, of their leaders; 
and threatened to inflidt, not a legal fentence, 
but inftant and arbitrary execution; theyac- 
cufed the univerfal and incurable corruption of 
the people. ** No one," they faid, ** any longer 
'** fears or refpe6ls his king, his duke, or his 
'^^ count. Each man loves to do evil, and 
' *' freely indulges hia criitiinal inclina^tions. The 
*' mod gentle correQ^ion provokes an immediate 
"tumult, and the rafli magiftrate, who pre- 
-*« fumes to cenfure ot reftrain his Seditions 
" fubje3:s, feldom- efcapes alive from their re- 
>^ venge '"/* It has been referved for the fMae 

"' Gregory of Tours (Lviii. c. 30. in torn. ii. p. 3*5, 3*6.) 
relates with much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and, the 
apology. NuUus Regem metuit, nullus Ducem, nullus Comitem 
reveretur; et fi fortaffis alicui ifta difplicent, et ea, pro longaeid- 
tate vitae veftrae, emenclure conatur, fiatim feditio in populo, fU- 
tim tnmultus exoritur, et in tantum unufquifque coatra feniorem, 
fsevk^ intentione ^aSaXm^ XA vix fe credat evadere, fi tandem 01ere 
nc^pirerit* 

IQ nation 



OT THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 375 

nation to expofe, by their intemperate vices, the chap. 
moft odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its ^^^^ 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity, which 
now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an 
abfolute fovereign. ' 

The Vifigoths had refigned to Clovis the The Vifi. 
greateft part of their Gallic poffeffions; but f*!?*'^ 
their lofs was amply compenfated by the eafy 
conqueit, and fecure enjoyment, of the provinces ' 

of Spain. From the monarclny of the Goths, 
which foon involved the Suevic kingdom of Gal« 
Mcia, the modern Spaniards ftill derive fome na- 
tional vanity : but the hiftorian of the Roman 
empire is neither invited, nor compelled to pur- 
ine,, the obfcure and barren feries of their an- 
nals '**. The Goths of Spain were feparated from 
the reft of mankind,^ by the lofty ridge of ;the 
Fyrensan mountains : their manners.and infti- 
tutions, as far as they were common to the Ger- 
manic tribes, have been already explained. I 
have anticipated, in the preceding chapter, the 
moft important of their ecclefiaftical events, the 
fell of Arianifm, and the perfecution of the 
Jews : and it only, remains to obferve fome in- 
terefting circumftances, which relate to the 
4;ivil and ecclefiaftical conftitution of the Spapifh 
kingdom. 

After their converlion from idolatry or herefy, i^giflatiVe 
the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to ^^ 

. "' Spainy in thefe -dark- agesy has been peculiarly unfortunate. 
The Franks had a Gregory <^ Tours ; the Saxons, or Angles, a 
Bede ; the Lombards, a Paul Wamefrid, ^. Bat the hiftory of 
^e Vifigoths is contained in the ihort and imperfe^ Chronicles of 
Ifidore of Seville, and Jchn of Bidar. 

BB 4 embrace» 
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CHAP, embrace^ with equal fubmiffion, the iwhereut 
^^^^^ evUs, and the accidental benefits, of fuperftitioir* 
But the prelates of France, long before the ex- 
tin^on of the Merovingian race, had degene* 
rated into fighting and hunting Barbariana« 
They difdained the ufe of fynods j forgot the 
laws of temperance and chaftity ; and preferred 
the indulgence of private ambition and luxury^ 
to the general intereft of the iacerdotal profeC^ 
fion'^^ The biihops of Spain refpe6t;ed them* 
felves, and were refpe&ed by the public : thdr 
indiffi)luble union difguifed their vices, and con* 
firmed theit authority : and the regular dilci* 
pline of the church introduced peate, order, 
and ilsdbOity, into the government of the ftate. 
'Erom the reign of Recared^ the firft Catholic 
king, to thsU;of Witiza, the immediate predeceA 
forof the unfortunate Roderic, fixteen national 
councils wejne iucceffively convened. The fix 
metropolitans, Toledo, Seville, Merida, Braga> 
Tarragona, and Narbonne, prefided according 
toth^r reQ>e3ive ieniority; the aflembly waa 
<»>mpofed of their fufiragan bifliopa, who ap- 
peared in perfim, or by their proxies ; and a 
idace was alfigned to the moft holy or opulent 
of the iSpanilh abbots. During the firft three 
days of the convocation^ as long as they agi- 
tated the ecclefiailicid quieftions of doSxiae and 
discipline, the profane luity was excluded from 

*^ Sodi are tSie tmuplaimti oF flt3 oni fi wc, the apofile of Ge^• 
imflyy and the reformer of OmA (in toin.iv. 'p.'94*)i The faar« 
(core yeant whidi he dejtforesy of licence and eomiptiaay wooU 
feent toinfimtate^ that the Bvfaariaiia weft tdmkfed mto tbe ckrgf 
about the year 66o* 

their 
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their debates j which were conduced, however^ c H A ?• 
with decent folemnity. But on the morning of ^^^xviil 
the fourth day, the doors were thrown open for 
the entrance of the great otBcers of the palace^ 
the dukes and counts of the provinces, the judges 
of the cities, and the Gothic nobles : and the de*- 
crees of Heaven were ratified by the confent of 
the people. The fame rules were obferved in the 
provincial aflemblies, the annual fynods which 
were empowered to hear complaints, and to re* 
drefs grievances ; and a legal government was 
fupported by the prevailing influence of the 
Spanifh clergy. The bifliops, who, in each re- 
volution, were prepared to flatter the viftorious, 
and to infult the proftrate, laboured, with dili** 
gence and fuccefi, to kindle the flames of perfe* 
cution, and to exalt the mitre above tlie crown. 
Yet the national councils of Toledo, in which 
the free Q>irit of the Barbarians was tempered 
and guided by epifcopal policy, have efl^abliflied 
fome prudent laws for the common benefit of 
the king and people. The vacancy of the 
throne was fupplied by the choice of the bifliops 
and palatines; and, after the £iilure of the line 
of Alarlc, the regal dignity was ftill limited to 
the pure and noUe blood of the Goths. The 
<^^gy9 who ancHDted their lawful prince, always 
recommended, and fometimes pra£lifed, the duty 
of allegiance : and die ^ritual cenfure* were 
denounced on the headd of the impious fubjefts^ 
who &ouM refift his authority^ eoofpire againft 
his life, or violate, by an indecent union, ihe 
chaftity even of his widow. But thefiK»Darcb 

himfelf. 
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CHAP, himfelf, when he afcended the throne, was bound 
^5^™; by ^ reciprocal oath to God and his people, that 
he would faithfully execute his important truft. 
The real or imaginary faults of his adminiftration 
were fubje6l to the controul of a powerful arifto- 
cracy; and the bifliops and palatines were 
guarded by a fundamental privilege, that they 
- fliould not be degraded, imprifoned, tortured, 
nor punifhed with death, exile, or confifcation, 
unlefs by the free and public judgment of their 
peers "^ ^ 
Code of One of thefe legiflative councils of Toledo 
^^^^ examined and ratified the code of laws which had 
been compiled by a fucceflion of Gothic kings, 
from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As 
long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cuftoms of their anceftors, they 
indulged their fubjeSs of Aquitain and Spain in 
the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gra- 
dual improvement in arts, in policy, and at length 
in religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to 
fuperfede, thefe foreign inilitutions j and to 
compofe a code of civil and criminal jurifpru- 
dence, for the ufe of a great and united people. 
The fame obligations, and the fame privileges, 
were communicated to the nations of the Spanifh 
monarchy: and the conquerors, infenfibly re- 

"i The a^8 of the councils of Toledo are (till the moft authentic 
records of the church and conititution of Spain. The following paf«. 
bges are particularly important (iii. 17} x 8. iv. 75. v. %, 3, 4> 5. 8. 
▼L XI9 XI9 139 14. Z79 18. vii. z. ziii. a» 3. 6.). I have found MaS* 
con (Hift. of the ancient Germans^ xv. 29. and Annotations^ xxvi. 
and xxxiii.) and Ferreras (Hift. Generale de l'Efpagne» torn, ii.) verf 
uieful and accurate guides. 

nouncing 
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nouncing the Teutonic idiom, fubmitted to the c HAP. 
Teftraihts of equity, arid exalted the Romans to ^^^^ 
the participation of freedom. The merit of this 
impartial policy was enhanced by the fituation 
of Spain, under the reign of the Vifigoths. The 
Provincials were long feparated from their Arian 
mailers by the irreconcilable difference of re* 
ligion. After the converfion of Recared had re- 
moved the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafts, 
both of the Ocean and Mediterranean, were ftill 
pofleffed by the Eaftern Emperors; who fecretly 
' excited a difcontented people to rejefit the yoke 
of the Barbarians, and to aflert the name and 
dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of 
* doubtful fubje6ls is indeed mofl efFe6lually fe- 
cured by their own perfuafion, that they hazard 
more in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain 
by a revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural 
to opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that 
the contrary lyflem well deferves the praife of 
wifdom and moderation "^ 

. While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi- Revolution 
goths were eflabliihed in Gaul jtnd Spain, the 
Saxons atchieved the conquefl of Britain, the 
third great diocefe of the Praefe6lure of the Wefl. 
Since Britain was already feparated from the Ro- 



*** The Code of the Vifigoths, regulariy divided into twelve 
books, has been conre^lly publilhed by Dom Bouquet (in torn. iv. 
p. 273 — 4^o»y It has been treated by the prefident De Monte£» 
quieu. (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii, c. i.) with exceffiive feverity, ' I 
diiiike the ifyle; I deteft the fuperiHition ; but I fhall prefume to 
thinks jthat die civil jurifprudence difplays a more civilized and en- 
Ughtened flate of fociety, than that of the Buf gundiansy or even of 
the Lombards. 

maa 
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G H A P. mm empire, I mighty without repro^cb^ 4ecUfiPs 
F^^ a ftoiy, familiar to the moft illiterate, and obi 
fc«re to tb© moft learned, of my reader^* The 
Saxons, who excelled in the ufe of the oar^ or the 
battle-axe, were ignorant of the art which could 
alone peipetuate the fame of their e^scploits : the 
provincials, relapfing into barbarifm^ negleSed 
to defcribe the ruin of their country; and the 
doubtful tradition was almoft extinguiihed, be- 
fore tb^ miffionaries of Rome reflored the light 
of fcience and Chriflianity, The declamations 
of Gildas, the fragments, or fables, of Nennius, 
the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws and chro- 
nicles, and the ecc]efiaftical tales of the vener- 
able Bede"% have been, illuftrated by th^ dili- 
gence, and fometimes embeUifbed by the fancy, 
of fucceeding writers, whofe work§ I am not 
ambitious either to cenfure or to trapfcribe ^^. 
Yet the hiftorian of the empire m^y be tempted 
to purfue the revolutions of a Roman province, 
till it vanilhes from his fight} and a« Dngliib- 
m^timay oirioufly trace the eftablifliitnent of the 
Barbfurians, frotti whom be derlvies bi^ »ame, 
hk lawii, and p^baps his origin. 

'^See Crikbs ie Excidio Jkiuvmscp c. ip^zs* p«4«-*9« edit. 
Gale. Kennius Hifl, Britonumy c. 28. ^s — 65. p. 105 — ;i 15. edit. 
Gale. Bede Hift. Ecclefiaft. GentU Anglorumy 1. i. c. 12 — x6. 
pb4^ — ^^3. «:. tfOur P.48U edit. Smith. CJvpiu S^oiucu5a» p.11— 
»3> &c. edit. GiWba# The Ai^PrSa^cw hw» w.erp publifhed by 
WilkiAs, lx>Ad«% X73X» in folio ; and the Leges Wallic^i by 
Wotton jwd CJbrie^ Loadoo» 1730, wioUo, 

'^ Tbfi ^Uboripus Mr. Carter amd the i^enious Mr. Whitakery ure 
the t^ooxodem wxjters to whom I am pffincipaUy indebt^. The 
|>9;idcidar hiftonao of M»ich^er mbmxst under that obfcun; title> 
a fiibjeA ahnoft as extex^ve as the general Hiftory of fj\gfstn6* 

About 
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About forty years after the diffolutidn of th6 CHAP. 
Botnan government, Vortigern appears to have ^^xvtn, 
obtaitied the fujpreme, though precarious, com- Defcent 
mand of the princes and cities of Britain. That "^ *^^ 
utifdrtuilate monarch hasbeenalifloft mianimoufly a.d. 449. 
cotiddOined fbr the weak and liiifchievous policy 
of inviting "• a formidable ftranger, to repel the 
ve:siatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His am- 
baffadors are difpatched, by the graveft hifto- 
rians, to the coaft of Germany ; they addrefs a 
pathcftic oration to the general afiembly of the 
Saxons, dttd thoTe warlike Barbarians refolve to 
affift tcith a fleet and army the Ibppliants of & 
diftattt and Unkildwri iflatid. If Britain had in- 
deed been uifknoWn to the Saxons, the nfteafm-e 
of its calamities would h^cve been left complete. 
But theflrength of the Roman government coUld 
not always guard the maritime province againft 
the pirates of Germany : the independent and 
divided ftatefs were expofed to their attacks ; and 
the Saxons. might fometii]fies join the Scots and 
the K6ts, in a tacit, or expreiS, confederacy of 
rapine and deftrudtion. Vortigern could only 
balance the various perils, which aflaulted on 
every fide his throne and his people j and hispo- 
Jicy may deferve either praife of excufe, if he pr€f. 
ferted the alKanceof/:A^Barbarians,whofe naval 

'* Tills invUafionf which may derive fome countenance from th* 
looft expi^fiioas of Gildas and Bede^ is framed into a regular ttbty 
by Witikindr a Saxon monk of the tenth century (Seer Coaling Hift. 
de l'£mplre d'Occident> torn. ii. p. 356.). kapin^ and even Hume» 
hakiretoo freely ufed thia fafpicious evicfence> without regar&g fh^ 
pxteoi(b and probable teilimoay of NenAius: Interea veneruinf treft 
. Chiulae a Germania in cxiih pulfiCt in quibus erant Hor« et Hengi& 

power 
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CHAP, power rendered them the moft damrerous enC' 
^' miesy and the moft ferviceable allies. Hengift and 
Horia, as they ranged along the Eaftern coail 
with three fhips, were engaged, by the promife 
of an ample ftipend, to embrace the defence of 
Britain; and their intrepid valour foon delivered 
the country from the Caledonian invaders. The 
ifle of Thanet, a fecure and fertile diftridl, was 
allotted for the refidence of thefe German auxi- 
liaries, and they, were fupplied, according to the 
treaty, with a plentiful allowance of clothing and 
provifions. This favourable reception encou- 
raged five thouiknd warriors to embark with their 
families in feventeen veflels, and the infant power 
pf Hengift was fortified by this ilrong and feafon- 
able reinforcement. The crafty Barbarian fug- 
gefted to Vortigem the obvious advantage of fix- 
ing, in the neighbourhood of the Pi6ts, a colony 
of faithful allies: a third fleet of forty fhips, under 
the command of his fon and nephew, failed from 
Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, and difembarked 
a new army on the coafl of Northumberland, or 
Lothian, at the oppofite extremity of the devoted 
land. It was eafy to forefee, but it was impoilible 
to prevent, the impending evils. The two na- 
tions were foon divided and exafperated by mu- 
tual jealoufies. The Saxons magnified all that 
they had done and fu^ered in the caufe of an un- 
grateful people ; while the Britons regretted the 
liberal rewards whicb could not fatisfy the avarice 
of thofe haughty mercenaries. The caufes of 
fear and hatred were inflamed into ah irrecon- 
cilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms; and. 
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if they perpetrated a treacherous maffacre during chap. 
the fecurity of a feaft, they deftroyed the red- ^xxxvm. 
procal confidence which fuftains the intercourfe 
of peace and war "». 

Hengift, who boldly afpired to the conqueft of ^^^- 

-rfc--i -ii* 1 i_ nicnt or 

isntain, exhorted his countrymen to embrace the the Saxon 
glorious opportunity: he painted in lively co- >«P^y» 
lours the fertility of the foil, the wealth of the 455I-584. 
cities^ the. pufiUanimous temper of the natives, 
and the convenient fituation of a fpacious folitary 
ifland, acceffible on all fides to the Saxon fleets. 
Thefucceffive colonies which iflued, in the period 
of a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, were principally com- 
pofed of three valiant tribes or nations of Ger- 
many ; the JuteSy the oldScurons^ and the Angles. 
The Jutes^ who fpught under the peculiar banner 
of Hengift, aflumed the merit of leading their 
countrymen ill the paths of glory, andof eredling, 
in Kent, the firft independent kingdom. The 
fame of the enterprife was attributed to the pri- 
mitive Saxons ; and the common laws and lan- 
guage of the conquerors are defcribed by the na- 
tional appellation of a people, which, at the end 
of four hundred years, produced the firft mo- 
narchs of South Britain. The Angles were dif- 
tinguifhed by their numbers and their fuccefs ; 

'-' Nennius, imputes to the Saxons the murder of three hundred 
Britifh chiefs ; a crime not ttnfuitable to their favage manners. But 
we are not obliged to believe (See Jeffrey of Mcmmouthy Lviii. 
c 9—^X4.)^ that Stonekenge is their monument^ which the giants 
had fomoleily tranfported from Africa to Irehnd» and which wu 
removed to Britain by the order of Ambrofiu8> and the art of 
Meiiin. 

and 
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G H A P. and they claimed the honour of fixing a perpetual 
^°^^^^" name on the country, of which they occupied the 
moft ample portion. The Barbarians, who fol- 
lowed the hopes of rapine either oh the land or 
fea, were infenfibly blended with this triple con- 
federacy ; the FriJta7ts,'who had been tempted by 
their vicinity to the Britifli fllorei, might balance, 
during a lhortfi)ace, the (Irength and reputation 
df the native Saxons ; the Danes^ the PrtifflanSj 
the Mugians are faintly defcribed ; and fome ad- 
ifenturous HunSj who had wandered as far as the 
Baltic, might embark on board the German vef- 
fels, for the conqueft of a new world *^^ But 
this arduous atchievement was not prepared or 
executed by the union of national powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain, according to the meafure df 
his fame and fortunes, aflembled his followers ; 
equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of fixty, 
veiTels; chofe the place of the attack ; and con- 
duced his fubfequent operations according to the 
Events of the war, and the dilates of his private 
intereft. In the invaflon of Bi*itain many heroes 
vanquMhed and fell ; but only feven vi^riouB 
leaders aflTumed, or at leaft maintained, the title 
df kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon 
Heptarchy, were founded by. the conquerors, 
ft^d feven families, one of which has been con- 
tinued, by female fucceflion, to our prefent fove- 
feigii, derived their equal and facred lineage from 

^'^ All thfcfe tribet ore ecpreftly. jenumerated hf Bede (!• i. c*. Zf. 
p^Sii Ly» d*9» pki^o.) and though I have coiifidtired Mr^ Whit* 
Mk&?$ xttnsAM (Hifti df Manchcfier, vol.ii. p*^3S'r-54>> I do 
a6t perceive the abfurdity of fuppofing that the Friliaxisi &Ck -wtH 
kiiogffid with the Anglo-Saxons. 

Wodeu 
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Woden, the god of war, it has been pretended chap. 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a ' ^^^Y^^ 
general council and a fupreme magistrate. But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant 
to the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : 
their, laws are iilent; and their imperfe6l annals 
afford only a dark and bloody profpeft of intef- 
tine difcord '^'. 

. A monk, who, in. the profound ignorance of State of tht 
human life, has prefumed to exercife the office " ^^' 
of hiftorian, ftrangely disfigures the ftate of Bri^ 
tain, at the time of its feparaltion from the 
Weftern empire. Gildas '^* defcribes in florid 
language the improvements of agriculture, the 
foreign trade which flowed with every tide into 
the Thames and the Severn, the folid and lofty 
conftru6lion of public and private edifices : he 
accufes the finful luxury of the Britiih people ; 
of a people, according to the fame writer, igr 
norant of the mofl: fimple arts, and incapablci; 
without the aid of the Romans, of providing 
walls of flone or weapons of iron, for the dcr 
fence of their native land '". Under the long 
dominion of the emperors, Britain had been 

'^' Bede has enumerated feven kings^ two Saxons, a Jute» and 
four Angles, who fucceflively acquired in the heptarchy* an indefinite 
ibpfemacy of power and renown. But their reign was the efie^ 
not of lawy but of conqueit ; and he obferves in fimilar terms, that 
one of them fubdued the Ifles of Man and Ahglefey ; and that 
another impofed a tribute on the Scots and Pi<^ (Hift. Ecclef. 1. ii. 
C.5. p. 83.). 

'^^ See Oildas de Excidio Britanniae, c.i. p. i. edit. Gale. 

^" Mr. Whitaker (IMory of Mancheftert vol. ii. p. 503. 516.) ha< 
fm^y expofed this glaring abfurdity, which had pafled unnoticed 
by the general hiftorians, as they were hailening to more interefting 
a&d imp(Mtant events. 

VOL. VI. c c infenfibly 
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CHAP- infenfibly moulded into the elegant and fervile 
xacvm> f^Yin of a Roman province, whofe fafety was 
entrufted to a foreign powen The fubjefiks-of 
Honorius contemplated their new freedom with 
furprife and terror j they were left deftitute of 
any civil or military conftitution ; and their un- 
certain rulers wanted either fkill, or courage, or 
authority, to dire^ the public force againft the 
common enemy. The introduction of the Saxons 
betrayed their internal weaknefs, and degraded 
the character both of the prince and people. 
Their conflernation magnified the danger } the 
want of union diminifiied their refources ; and 
the madnefs of civil factions was more folici* 
tous to accuie, than to remedy, the evils, which 
they imputed to the mifconduCt of their adver- 
faries. Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they 
could not be ignorant of the manufacture or the 
ufe of arms: the fucceffive and diforderly attacks 
of the Sa-xons, allowed them to recover from 
their amazement, and the profperous or adverfe 
evente of the war added difcipline and expe- 
rience to their native valoiir. 
Their re- While the Continent of Europe and Africa 
finance, yielded, without refiftance, to the Barbarians, 
the Britifii iiland, alone and unaided, main- 
tained a long, a vigorous, though an un- 
fuccefsful ftruggle, againft the formidable 
pirates, who, almofl at the fame inftant, a£> 
faulted the Northern, the Eaftern, and the 
Southern coafts. The cities which had been 
fortified with ikill, were defended with refblur 
tlon i the advantages of ground, hillsy forefts, 

and 
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ftnd morafles^ were diligently improved by the c H A p« 
inhabitants ; the conqueft of each diftridfc was J^^^[^ 
purchafed with blood ; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are ftrongly attefted by the difcreet 
filence of their annalift. Hengift might hope to 
atchieve the conqueft of Britain ; but his ambi- 
tion, in an active reign of thirty five years, was 
confined to the pofleffion of Kent; and the nume^ 
rous colony which he had planted in the North, 
was extirpated by the fword of the Britons. 
The monarchy of the Weft-Saxons was labo- 
rioufly founded by the perfevering efibrts of 
three martial generations. The life of CerdJc^ 
pne of the braveft of the children of Woden, 
was confiimed in the conqueft of Hampftiire, 
and the Ifle of Wight; and the lofs which he 
fuftained in the battle of Mount Badon, reduced 
him to a ftate of inglorious re^ofe. Kenric^' his 
valiant fon, advanced into Wiltfhire ; befieged 
Salift>ary, at that time feated on a commanding 
eminence ; and vanquiihed an army which ad* 
vanced to the relief of the city. In the fubfe- 
^uent battle of Marlborough '^\ Ms Britiih 
enemies difplayed their military fcience. Their 
troops were formed in three lines; each line 
confifted of three diftin£t bodies, and ithe ca^ 
valr}% the archers, and the pikemen, were diftri- 



'^ At Benm-tiirigy or Ba]i>tuy<afile» near Maiiboiiough. The 
Saxon Gbronkleaffigns the name and date. Cambden (Brttanniaf vol. i. 
p. X18O afcertains die place; and Henry of Huntingdon (Scriptores 
poftBedam, p. 314.) relates the drcumftancet of this battle* They 
are probable and charad^crifik ; and tl^ hiftorians of the twelfth cen* 
^ury might confult ibme materials that no longer exifi* 



c c a bated 
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CHAP, blited according to the principles of Roman tac- 
t _ Jf ties. The Saxons charged in one weighty co- 
lumn, boldly encountered with their* fliort fwords 
the long lances of the Britons, and maintained 
•an equal confli6l till the approach of night. 
Two dieciiive vi4Slories, the death of three Britifli 
kings, and the redu6lion of Ciriencefter, Bath, 
and Gloucefter, eftablilhed the fame and power 
.of Ceaulin, the grandfon o£ Cerdic, who carried 
his vi6tori6us arms to the banks of the Severn, 
and flight. After a war of an hundred years, the inde- 
pendent Britons Hill occupied the whole extent 
of the Weftern coaft, from the wall of Anto- 
ninus to the extreme promontory of Cornwall j 
and the principal cities of the inland country 
ftill oppofed the arms of the Barbarians. Re* 
fiftance became more languid, as the number 
and boldn^sfs of the afiailants continually in- 
creafed. Winning their way by flow an<J pain- 
ful efforts, the Saxons, the Angles^ and their 
various confederates, advanced from the North, 
from the Eaft, and from the South, till their 
vi6lorious banners were united in the centre of 
the ifland. Beyond the Severn the Britons ftill 
aflerted their national freedom, which furvived 
the heptarchy, and even the monarchy, of the 
Saxons. The braveft warriors, who preferred 
exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge in the 
mountains of Wales : the relu<ftant fubmiflion of 
Cornwall was delayed for fome ages '" ; and a 

band 

*35 Cornwall wv finajly fubduedby Athelftan (A.D. 9a7 — 94i.)» 
who planted an Engliih colony at £xeter» and confined the Britons 
beyond : the riirer Tamar. See Wm»m of Malmiburyy U ii. in the 

' Scriptores 
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band of fugitives acquired a fettlement in Gaul, c H A P. 
hy their Own valour, or the liberality of the Me- xxxvm. 
rovingian kings '^\ The Wellern angle of Armo- 
rica acquired the new appellations of Cornwall^ 
and the Leffer Britain; and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a ftrange people, who, 
under the authority of their counts ahd bifhops, 
preferved the laws and language of their an- 
ceftors. To the feeble defcendants of Clovis 
and Charlemagne, the Britons of Armorica re- 
fufed the cuftomary tribute, fubdued the neigh- 
bouring diocefes of Vannes,Rennes, and Nantes, 
and formed a powerful, though vaffal, ftate» 
which has been united to the crown of France '". 



Scriptores poll Bedam, p. 50. Tbe fpirit of die Cornifh knights was 
degraded by fervityde ; and it ihould feem> from the Romance o^-Sir 
Triftramy that their cowardice was almoft proverbial. 

' ^ The eftablifhment of the Britons in Gaul is proved in the 
fixth centui y, by Procopiusy Gregory of Tourst the fecond council of 
Tours (A«D. 56j.)t and the leaft fufpidous of their chronicles and 
lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bifliop of the Britons to the 
firft council of Tours (A.D. 461. or rather 481.)^ the army of Rio- 
thamusy and the loofe declamation of G^ldas (alii tranfinarinas pete- 
bant regionesy c. 25. p. S.)* may countenance an emigration as early 
as the middle of the fifdi century. Beyond that sera^ the Britons of 
Armorica can be found only in romance ; and I am furprifed that 
Mr. Whitakcr (Genuine Hiftory oC the Britons, p. 414 — aai.) ihould 
fo faithfully tranfcribe the gro& ignorance of Carte^ whofe venial 
en'ors he has fo rigoroufiy chafiifed. 

*^' The antiquities of Bretagne^ which have been the fubjeA even 
of political controverfy» are illuftrated by Hadrian Valefius (Notitia 
Galliarum> fub voce Britannia Cifmarina^ p. 98 — ^^100.). M. d'An- 
ville (Notice de I'Ancienne Gaul, Corifopitij Curiofolites OJifmiiy Vor^ 
ganiumf p. 248. 258. 508. 720. and Euts de TEurope, p. 76 — 8o.)y 
Longuerue (Defcription de la Francet tom. i. p. 84 — 94.)^ and the 
Abbi de Vertot (HifL Critique de TEtabMement des Bretons dans les 
Gaulesy 2 vol. in i2mo. Paris* 1720.). I may aflume the merit of 
examining the original evidence which they have produced. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

In sl century of perpetual, or at lead impla^i' 
cable, war, much courage, and fome ikill, muil 
have been exerted for the defence of Britain. 
Yet if the memory of its champions is almoft 
buried in oblivion, we need not repine ; fince 
every age, however deftitute of fcience or virtue, 
fufficiently abounds with a£ts of blood and mili- 
tary renown. The tomb of Vortimer, the fon 
of Vortigeni, was ere6led on the margin of the 
iea-ihore, as a landmark formidable to the 
Saxons, whom he had thrice vanquiflied in the 
^Ids of Kent. Ambrofius Aurelian was de-^ 
icended from a Qoble family of Romans '^% hi^ 
modeily was equal to his valour, and his valour, 
till the laft fatal a6lion'^', was crowned with 
iplendid fuccefs. But eveiy Britifh name is 
pffaced by the illuftrious name of Arthur '% 
|;he hereditary prince of the Silures, in South 
Wales, and the eledlive king or general of the 
pation. According to the moft rational account, 

'^" Be(ie» who in hi? chromcle (p. 28*) places Ambropua under the 
feign of Zeno (A. D.474r—49l-)> obferves, that his parents had been 
^ purpura iqduti^" which he explains, in jiis ecclefiaiiical ihiftoryy by 
,«^regium nomen etinGgne ferentibus*' (Li. c. 16. p«53*)* The ex? 
predion of Nennius (c.'44* p« izb* edit« Gak) is ftill more iin^olary 
<< Unus de canfulibtts gentis Romanicae eft pater meus/' 

'^9 By th(e unanimous, though doi^tfnl, cpnjedlure of our antiqua- 
pans, Ambrofius is confounded with Natanlepdi who (A. D. 50S.} 
loft his own life, and five thoufand o^ his fubjetf^ in a battle again^ 
fcerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chcon, Saxon, p. i ^j 18.). 

'*° As I am a ftranger to the Welih bards Myrdhin, Llomarch, and 
Talieffin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur principalty 
refts on the fimple and circumftantial teftiniony of Nennius (Hift.Brit. 
c*(^%9 63. p. 114.). Mr. Whitaker (Hift. of Manchefter, vol. ii. p. 31 
.-^71.) has framed air interefting^ and even prefoable^ nalrrfttiveofthe 
wars of Arthur: though it is impofiible to allow the reality of the 
round table. 

10 he 
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he defeated, in twelve fucceffive battles, the c h a p. 
Angles of the North, and the Saxons of the j^j?^ 
Weft; but the declining age of the hero was 
embittered by popular ingratitude, and domeilic 
misfortunes. The events of his life are lefs in- 
terefting, than the Angular revolutions of his 
fame. During a period of five hundred years 
the tradition <^ his exploits was preierved, and 
rudely embelliihed, by the obfcure bards of 
Walts and Armorica, who were odious to the 
Saxops, and unknown to the reft ot mankind. 
The pride and curiofity of the Norman con^ 
querors, prompted them to enquire into the an* 
cient hiftory of Britain : they liftened with fond 
credulity to the tale of Arthur, and eagerly ap« 
plauded the merit of a prince, who had triuin^ 
phed over the Saxons, their common enemies* 
His romance, tranfcribed in the Latin of Jefiey 
of Monmouth, and afterwards tranflated intp 
the fafhionable idiom of the times, was enriched 
with the various, though incoherent, ornament^ 
which were familiar to the experience, the learn- 
ing, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. The 
progrejis of a Phrygian colony, from the Tyber 
to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fable of the ^neid ; and the royal anceftors of 
Arthur derived their ori^n from Troy, and 
claimed their alliance with the Csefars. His tro- 
phies were decorated with captive provinces, and 
Imperial titles; and his Danifli vi^ories avenged 
the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fuperftition of the Britiih hero, his feafts and 
tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of 
c c 4 his 
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CHAP, his Knights of the Round Table, were faithfuDy 
' ^ ^_ \ copied from the reigning manners of chivalry ; 
and the fabulous exploits of Uther's fon, appear 
lefs incredible, than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the enterprifing valour of the Nor- 
mans. Pilgrimage, and the holy wars, intro- 
duced into Europe the. fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian magic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces, were blended with the 
more fimple fi6lions of the Weft; and the fate of 
Britain depended on the art, or the predictions, 
of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights 
of the Round Table : their names were cele- 
brated in Greece and Italy; and the voluo&inous 
tales of Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were de- 
voutly ftudied by the princes and nobles, who 
difregarded the genuine heroes and hiftorians 
of antiquity. At length the light of fcience and 
reafon was rekindled ; the talifmairwas broken; 
the vifionary fabric melted into air ; and by a 
-natural, though uhjuft, reverie of the public 
opinion, the feverity of the prefent age is in- 
clined to queftion the exiflence of Arthur **\ 
DefoiatMn Refiftance, if it x^annot avert, muft increafe 
•f Britain, the miferies of conquell ; and conqueft has never 
appeared more dreadful and deftrudlive than in 
the hands of the Saxons ; who hated the valour of 

**^ The progrds of romancey and the flate o£ lcaniing» in die 
middle ages» are illnfirated by Mr. Thomas Whartony with the tafte 
of a poety and the minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de- 
rived much infthidion from the two learned dElflertations prefixed to 
the &ft volume of his Hiftory of Ei^lifli Poetry. 

their 
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their enemies, difdained the faith of treaties, and chap. 
violated, without remorfe, the mod facred objects X3gvin 
of the Chriftian worflup. The fields of battle 
might be traced, almoft in every diitri6t, by mo- 
numents of bones; the fragments of falling towers 
were ftained with blood ; the laft of the Britons, 
withoutdiftin6tionof age or fex, was maffacred '**. 
in the ruins of Anderida'^^ ; and the repetition of 
fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the 
laws and language, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain, were extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceflbrs. After the deftrudtion 
of the principal churches, the bifhops, who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom^ retired with 
the holy relics into Wales and Armorica ; the 
remains of their flocks were left deftitute of any 
fpiritual food; the praftice, and even the remem- 
brance, of Chriftianity were aboliftied ; and the 
Britiih clergy might obtain fome comfort from 
the damnation of the idolatrous (Irangers. The 
kings of France maintained the privileges of 
their Roman fubje&s; but the ferocious Saxons 
trampled on the laws of Rome, and of the em-^ 
perors. The proceedings of civil and criminal 

'^' Hoc anno (490) J£lla et Cifla ebfedenint Andredes-Ceafier;-. 
et interfecerunt omnes qui id incoluerunt; ideo ut ne unus BritQ 
ibi fiiperftes fiierit (Chran. Saxon, p. 15.) an expreffion more dreads- 
fill in its fimpUcit^y than all the vague and tedious lamentations of 
the Britiih Jeremiah. 

**^ Andredes-Ceafter* or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Brl- 
tanniay toI. L p. 2(58.) at Newenden» in the marfliy gitmnds of Kent» 
which might be formeiiy covered by the fea» and on the edge of the 
great fonft (Aaderido^ which oveifpread Hi large a portion of Hamp- 
fliire aiid*8a0Qc* 

jurif. 
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CHAP. jurifdi6lion, the titles of honour, the forms of 
^^^^* office, the TBUks of fociety, and even the do- 
meftic rights of marriage, teftament, and in* 
heritance, were finallj fupprefled ; and the in- 
difcriminate crowd of noble and plebeian flaves 
was governed by the traditionary cuftoms, which 
had been coarfely framed for the (hepherds and 
pirates of Germany. The language of fcience, 
of bufinels, and of converfation, which had been 
iirtroduced by the Romans, was loil in the ge- 
neral defolation. A lUffibient number of Latin 
or Celtic words might be: affumed by the Ger- 
mans, to exprefs their new wants and ideas"^; 
but tho£e illiterate Pagans preferved and eflab- 
liflied the ufe of their national diale6t'^^ Almoft 
every name, conQ>icuous either in the church 
or flate, reveals its Teutonic origin '^; and the 
geography of England was univerfally infcribed 
with foreign charaSlers and appellations. The 
example of a revolution, fo rapid and fo com- 
plete, may not eafily be found ; but it will excite 
a probable fufpicion, that the arts of Rome were 
lefs deeply rooted in Britain than in Gaul or 
Spain ; and that the native rudenefs of the CQun«« 

^ Dr. Jdhnibn affirms that few Englifh words are of Britiih ex- 
tra6lion. Mr. VVliitaker» who underftands the Britiih language^ 
has difcovered more than three thou/and^ and actually produces a 
long and various catal(>gue (voLii. p. 135— -329.). It is poffible^ 
indeed) that many of thefe words may have been imported from the 
Latin or Saxon into the native idiom of Britain. 

^^ In the beginning of the ieventh century^ the Franks and the 
Attglo-^ons mutually underflood each other's language* which 
.was derived from the fkme Teutonic root (Bede>.Ll« c.2f« p*;5o>}» 

^ AiUr ^kut. firft generation of Italian* or :S<ot|iib» : m>ffionarie% 
ihe dignities of the church were filled with Saxon proftl^^jl^ ., 

try 
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try and its inhabitants, was covered by a thin cttAR 
vamllh of Italian manners. : ^^^^ 

This ftrange alteration has perfoaded hiftorians,' Scrntu^ 
and even philofophers, that the provincialsof Bri« 
tain were totally exterminated ; and that the va- 
cant land was again peopled by the perpetual in- 
flux, and rapid increafe, of the German colonies. . 
Three hundred thoufand Saxons are^'e/ to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengift "^^ ; the entire . 
emigration of the Angles was attefted, in th^ age 
of Bede, by the folitude of their native coun*- 
try '^ ; and our experience has (hown the free 
pr<^agation of the human race, if they are call 
on a fruitful wildemefs, where their fteps are 
unconfined, and their fubfiflence is plentiiul. 
The Saxon kingdoms difplayed the face of re^ 
cent difcovery and cultivation : the towns were 
fmall, the villages were diftant ; the hufbandry 
was languid and unfkilful ; four flieep were 
equivalent to an acre of the beft land'^ ; an 
ample Q)ace of wood and morafs was r^figned 
to the vague dominion of nature ; and the mo- 
dem bifliopric of Durham, the whole terri- 
tory from the Tyne to the Tees, had returned 
to it$ primitive ftate of a favage and fofitary 

^'^ Carte'9 Hifiory of England* vol. L p. 195. He quotes the 
BritUh hiftorians; but I much fevy that Jefiby of Monmouth 
(LvLc. X5.)i8 his only Mdtiieft. . - •'^. ' 

'^ Bede, Hift. Ecdefiaft. 1. L c. 15. p. s^ The facft is probable, 
and well attefted : yet fuch was the looie intermixture of the Ger* 
man tribes, that we find* in a fubfequefit periody the law of the An« 
gli and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479-^4$6.}* 

'^ See Dr.Henry's ufefiil and laboious Hiftoiy of Great Britain, 

Vol.iLp.388. : T 

foreftt 
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CHAP. foreft'*°. Such imperfe6k population might have 
^^ ^y™^' been fupplied, in fome generations, by the Eng- 
lifh colonies ; but neither reafon nor fa6ts can 
juftify the unnatural fuppofition that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the defert which 
they had fubdued. After the fanguinary Bar- 
barians had fecured their dominion, and grati- 
fied their revenge, it was their intereft to pre- 
ferve the peafants, as well as the cattle, of the 
unrefifting country. In each fucceflive revolu- 
tion, the patient herd becomes the property of 
its new mailers ; and the falutary compact of 
food and labour is filently ratified by their mu- 
tual neceflities. Wilfrid, the Apoftle of Suf- 
fex'*', acceptecl from his royal convert the 
vgift of the Pctnipfula of Selfey, near Chichefter, 
with the perfons and property of its inhabi- 
tants, who then amounted to eighty-feven fa- 
milies. He releafed them at once from fpi- 
ritual and temporal bondage ^ and two hundred 
and fifty flaves of both fexes were baptized by 
their indulgent mailer. The kingdom of SuC 
fex, which fpread from the fea to the Thames, 
contained feven thoufand families ; twelve hun- 
dred were afcribed to the Ifle of Wight j and, 
if we multiply this vague computation, it may 

'5° Quicquid (fays John of Tinemouth) inter Tynam et Teikm 
fiuvioe extitit fola eremi vaftitudo tunc temporis fuit» et idcirco 
nullius ditioni fervivit} eo quod fola indomitonim et fylveftrium ani- 
malium ipelunca et habitatio fuit (apud CartCy vol. i. p. I95.). 
From Bilhop Nicholfon (Euglilh Hiftorical Library, p. 6s • 98.) I 
underfhindy that fair copies of John of Tinemouth's ample coUe^ons 
. are preferved in the libraries of Oxford, Lambeth, &c. 

''' See the mi^n of Wilfiridy&c. in fiede, Hift. Ecclef. I.iv. 
e. 13. 16. p. 155, ij6. 159. " ' 

feera 
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Ifeem probable, that England was cultivated by a chap. 
million of fervants, or villains j who were attached ^^^^^ 
to the eftates of their arbitrary landlords. The 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted tpfell 
their children or themfelves into perpetual, and 
even foreign, bondage **; yet the fpecial exemp- 
tions, which were granted to national flaves '^^ 
fufficiently declare that they were much lefs nu- 
merous than the ftrangers and captives, who had 
loft their liberty, or changed their mafters, by the 
accidents of war. When time and religion had 
mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons, 
the laws encouraged the frequent pra6lice of 
manuraiffion ; and their fubje6ls, of Welfli, or 
Cambrian extraction, aflume the refpe£table fta- 
tion of inferior freemen, pofleiTed of lands, and in- 
titled to the rights of civil fociety '^^ Such gentle 
treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people, who had been recently fubdued on the 
confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fage Ina, 
the legiflator of Weflex, united the two nations 

''' From the concurrent teftimony. of Bede Q. ii. c. x. p. 78.}y 
and William of Malmfbury (1. iii. p. xoa.)^ it appears that the 
Anglo^Saxoosy from the firfty to the kfty age, perfifted in this un* 
oatucal pntdlice. Their youths were publicly fold in the market of 
Rome* 

'^' According to the laws of Inat they could not be lawfully fold 
beyond the feas* 

''^ The life of a Wallus^ or CsunbricusihomOi who poflefled a hyde 
of landf is fixed at 110 ihillingSy by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii. 
in Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p* ao.)» which allowed aoo ihilUngs for a free 
Saxon, and xaoo for a Thane (fee* likewife Leg, Anglo-Saxon, 
p. 71.). We may obferye» that thefe legiflatorsy the Weft-Saxoni 
and. Mercians, continued their Britiih conquefts after they became 
ChrifUans. The laws of the four kings of Kent do not condefcend 
to notice the exiftcac« of any fubjed Biitoas. 

in 
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in the bandsof domefticaUiance; and four BritiiH 

>_^^ lords of Somerfetfliire maybe honourably diftin- 

guifhed in the court of a Saxon monarch '^^ 
Mannen TJxt independent Britons appear to have re- 
^^^ kpfed into the ftate of original barbarifm^ from 
. whence they had been imperfectly reclaimed. 
Separated by their enemies from the reft of man- 
kind, they foon became an object of fcandal and 
abhorrence to the Catholic world'**. Chriftianity 
was ftiU profefled in the mountains of Wales ; 
but the rude fchifmatics, in thejfonn of the cle« 
rical tonfure, and in the da^ of the celebration of 
Eafter, obftinately refifted the imperious mandates 
of the Roman ponti£&« The u^ of the Latin 
language was infenfiblyabolHhed,and the Britons 
were deprived of the arts and learning which 
Italy communicated to her Saxon profelytes. In 
Wales and Armorica, the Celtic tongue, the na- 
tive idiom of the Weft, was preferved and pro- 
pagated; and the Bards^ who had been the 
companions of the Druids, were ftill protected, 
in the fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. 
Their chief, a refpeftable officer of the courts of 
Pengwern, or Aberfraw, or Csermathaen, accom- 
panied the king's fervants to war: the monarchy 
of the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle, 
excited their courage, and juftified their depre- 



'^> iSee Carte's Hlft. of England, yoL i. p. 278. 
i '^^ At the condufion of his hifbry (A.D. 73X,)» Bede defcribes the 
ecclefiaftical ftate of the ifland, and cenfures the implacabte^ though 
impotent,, hatred of the Britons againft the Engliih nation, and the 
Catholic diurch (Lt. c.%%. p. 4X9*> 

dations; 
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datioqs ; and the fongfter claimed for his legiti- chap. 
mate prize the faireil heifer of the fjpoil. His xxxvm. 
fubordinate miniflers, the mailers and difciples '' ^ 
of vocal and inftruniental mufic^ vifited, in their 
refpe6tive circuits, the royal, the noble^ and the 
plebeian lioufes ; and the public poverty, almoft 
exhaufted by the clergy, was oppreffed by the 
importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
and merit were afc&rtained by iblemn trials, and 
the flrong belief of fupematural inipiration ex- 
alted the fancy of the poet, and of his audi- 
ence '"• The laft retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain, were lefs 
adapted to agriculture than to paflurage: the 
wealth of the Britons confided in their flocks and 
herds ; milk and flefli were their ordinary food j 
and bread was fometimes efleemed, or rejedbed, 
as a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the 
mountains of .Wales and the morafles of Armo- 
rica: but their populoufnefi has been malicioufly 
afcribed to the loofe pcaftice of polygamy; and 
the houfes of thefe licentious barbarians have 
been fuiq[>ofed to contain ten wives, and per- 
haps fifty children '^% Their difpofition was rafli 



'^7 Mr. Pennant's Tour in VtTales (p. 416 — ^449.) hat fumifhed me 
with a curious and interefting account of the Welih bards. In the 
year 1568, a feflion was held at Caefwys by the fpecial command of 
Queen Elizabeth^ and regular degrees in vocal and infbumental mufic 
yrtn conferred on fifty-five minfirels. The prize (a filver harp) was 
adjudged by the Moflyn family. 

^^ Regio longe lateque diffufay milite, magb quam credible fity 
referta. Partibus equidem in illis miles unus quinquag^ta generate 
fortitus more barbaro denas aut amplius uxores. This reproach €£ 
William of Poitiers (in the Hiftorians of France» torn. xi. p. 88.) is 
diicUimed.by the BenedidUne editors. 

and 
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CHAP, and choleric : they were bold in action and 
y^^' in fpeech '*"'; and as they were ignorant of the 
arts of peace, they alternately indulged their 
paffions in foreign and domeftic war. The ca^- 
valry of Armorica, the f|)earmen of Gwent, and 
the archers of Merioneth, were equally formida? 
ble; but their poverty could feldom procure 
either ihields or helmets ; and the inconvenient 
weight would have retarded the fpeed and agility 
of their defultory operations. One of the great- 
eft of the Englifh monarchs was requefted to 
fatisfy the curiofity of a Greek emperor concern- 
ing the ftate of Britain j and Henry II. could 
aflert, from his perfonal experience, that Walea 
was inhabited by a race of naked warriors, who 
encountered, without fear, the defenfive armour 
of their enemies ^^* 
Obfcare By the rcvolutiou of Britain, the limits of 
r ^^t Science, as well as of empire, were contra6led. 
•f Britain. The dark cloud, which had been cleared by the 
Phoenician difcoveries, and finally^ diQ)elled by 
the arms of Caefar, again fettled on the fliores of 
. the Atlantic, and a Roman province was again 
loft among the fabulous iflands of the Ocean. One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hono- 



'^"^ Giraldus Cambreniis confines this gift of bold and ready elo- 
quence to the Romans, the Frenchy and the Britons. The malicious 
Wellhman infinuates, that the Englifh taciturnity might poflBbly be 
the effecfl of their fervitude under the Normans. , 

'''" The pi^ure of Welih and Armorican manners is dxawn fiiom 
Giraldus (Defcript. Cambrtse» c.6 — 15. inter Script. Cambdem 
p. SS6— 89i.> and the authors quoted by the Abbe de Veftot. (HilL 
Critique, torn, iu p. 259 — a 66.). . 

1 2 riusi. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 401 

lioSy the grav^ biftdma of the timed '^' defcribes c n A K 
the w»ders of a remoteifley whofe eaftern. and F^^^ 
iMreften fxrts ire divided by an antique wall^ the 
boundary of life and death, or more properly/of 
truth adA fl&ioii. The eaft is a fair country^ 
inhflldted by a civilized people: the air is healthy, 
the waters are pure and plentiful, and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
Weft, beyond the wall, the air is infe6lious and 
mortal; the ground is covered with ferpents; 
and this dreary fblitude is the region of departed 
f^rits, who are tran^rted frooi the oppofite 
fliores in fiibllantial boats, and by living rowers; 
JSome &milies of fifliermen, tlie iubje£ts of the 
Franks^are ea:cufed from tribute, in coniideration 
of the myfterious (Mce which is performed by 
thefe Charons of the ocean« Each in his turn is 
fummoned, at the hour c^ midnight, to hear the 
voices, and even the names, of the ghofls ; he 
liEifenfibleof their weight, and he feels himfelf 
impelled by an unknown, but irrefiflible, power* 
After this dream of &incy, we read with aftoiiiib^ 
foent that the name c^ this ifland is BritUa; that 
it lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
Rhine, and lefi than thirty miles from the cou" 
tinent ; that it is poflefled by three nations, the 
Frilians, the Angles, and the Britons ; and tbat 
fome Angles bad appeared at Conftantinople, in 

^^ it^ Proeoidiit 4» BeU« GoChlc. L iv. c« 20. p. 620 — 6%$» 
TLe GredL hiftorian is himfelf ik Goiifo«kflded by the wonders which 
Jbe relafees^ t)ut h» weakly attempts to diilinguifh the iiknds of 
Brittia and Britain, which he has identified by £0 many ioTeparable 
^BJgcwmtawres* 

VOL. vi« D n the 
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CHA P. the train of the French ambafiadors. From tbefe 
^^y^; ambafladors^ Procopius might be informed of 
a lingular^ though not improbable, adventare^ 
vhich announces the (pirit, rather than the deli* 
cacy^ of an Engliih heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radiger King of the Varni, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine; 
but the perfidious lover was tempted^ by motives 
of policy, to prefer his father*^ widow, the fifter 
of Theodebert King of the Franks '^\ The for- 
iaken Princefs of the Angles, inftead of bewail* 
ing, revenged her diigrace. Her warlike fubje£ts( 
are Jidd to have been ignorant of the ufe, and 
even of the form, of an horfe; but fhe boldly 
iailed from Britain, to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of four hundred fhips, and an army 
of one hundred thoufand men. After the lo& 
of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the 
mercy of his vi6lorious bride, who generoufly 
pardoned his offence, difmiffed her rivals and 
compelled the King of the Vami to difcharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an hut 
band "^K This gallant exploit appears to be the 
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'^' Thcodeb€rt» grandfon of CI<mB^ md King of Auibafia, was 
the moft po\(^erful and warlike prince of the age ; and this remaik- 
able adventure may be placed between the years 534 and 5479 the 
extreme terms of his reign. Hi$ fifter Theudechildis retired tp Seat, 
where (He founded monafteriesy and diftributed ahns (fee the notes 
of the Benedidtine editors, in torn. iL p. ai6.}* If we may credit 
the praufes of Fortunatus (1. vi. carm. 5. in torn, ii« p. 507.)^ Radiger 
was deprived' of a moft valuable wife. 

'^^ Perhaps ihe was the fifter of one of the princes or chiefs of the 
AngleS) ^ho landed in 5)79 and the following yearsy between the 
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laft naval enterprife of the Anglo-Saxons. The chap. 
arts of navigation, by which they had acquired ^^^^ 
the empire of Britain and of the fea, were foon 
negle6led by the indolent Barbarians, who fu- 
pinely renounced all the commercial advantages 
of their infular fituation. Seven independent 
kingdoms were agitated by perpetual difcord j 
and the Briti/k world was feldom conne6led, 
either in peace or war, with the nations of the 
continent '*^ 

I have now accompliflied the laborious narra* Fail of the 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire^ ^^°;*». 

* empire lu 

from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto- the Welt 
nines, to its total extin6^ion in the Weft^ about 
five centuries after the Chriftian aer^. At that 
unhappy period, the Saxons' fiercely ftruggled 
with the natives for the poffeffion of Britain: 
Gaul and Spain were divided between the 
powerful monarchies of the Franks andVifigoths^ 
and the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi and 
Burgundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel 
perfecution of the Vandals, and the favage 
infults of the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as 



HUmber atld the Thames, and gradually founded the kingdoms of 
Eaft Anglia and Mercia. The Engliih writers are ignorant of her 
name and exiftence : but Procopius may have fuggefted to Mr. Rowe 
the chara(5ler and fituatioil of R^ugune in the tragedy of the 
Royal Convert, 

"^ In the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours, we cannot find 
any traces of hoftile or friendly intercourfe between France and 
England, except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert, King 
of Paris, quam regis cujufdam in Cantia filius matrimonio copulavit 
(l.ix. c.,a6, intom. ii. p. 348.). The Bilhop of Tours ended his 
hiftory and his life almoft immediately before the converfion of Kent. 
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CHAP, the batiks of the Danube, were uB^tA by an 
%xxvm. jy^jjjy ^f Barbarian mercenaries, whofe Uwkdb 
tyranny was fucceeded by the reign of Theodoric 
the Oftrogoth, All the fubjefts of the empire, 
who, by the ufe of the Latin language, mor^ 
particularly deferved the name and privileges of 
Romans, were opprefled by the difgrace and 
calamities of foreign conquefi ; and the vi&orious 
nations of Germany eftabliflied a new fyftem of 
manners and government in the weftem coon* 
tries of Europe. The majefty of Rome was 
faintly reprefentcd by the princes of Conftaati* 
nople, the feeble and imaginary fucceflbrs of 
Auguftus* Yet they continued to reign over 
the Bad, from the Danube to the Nile and 
Tigris; the Gothic and Vandal kingdoms of 
Italy and Africa were fobverted by the arms of 
Juftinian j and the hiftory of the Greek empe- 
ron^ may ftiil afford a long feries of inftruAiv<( 
leflbns, and interefting revolutions. 
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General Ob/ervatUms on the Fall of the Roman 
Empire in the WeJK 

HTHE Greeks, after their country had been 
reduced into a province, imputed the tri- 
umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconftant god- 
defs, who fo blindly diftributes and refumes her 
favours, had now confented (fuch was the lan- 
guage of envious flattery) to reiign her wings, to 
defcend from her globe, and to fix her firm and 
immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber '• 
A wifer Greek, who has compofed, with a phi- 
lofophic fpirit, the memorable hiflory of his own 
times, deprived his countrymen of this vain and 
deluilve comfort, by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome*. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic ; the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemu 

' Such are the figurative exprefiions of Plutarch (Operas toin.iu 
fi. 318. edit. Wechel)» to whom, on the faith of his fon Lamprias 
(Fabrkausy Bibiiot. Grasc. torn. iiL p. 34i*)» I ihall boldly impute 
the malicious declamation^ v^ th,- Pwjuuuan> tu;^}i;. The fame op^ 
nrons had prevailed among the Greeks two hundred and fifty yeaiv 
kcfon PitttaFch ; and to confute them* is the profefied intention of 
Bolybius (Hi& l.a. p. 90. edit. GroQOv. Amfiel. 1670.). 

' See tlie ineftknable remains of the fixth book of Polybius^ and 
fidsaiy other parts of his general hifioryy particularly a digreflion in 
Ihe feventeenth boul^i in which he compares the phalanx and the 
legioi*. 

D D 3 glories 



405 



4o6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Rod- 
man youth was kindled into active emulation, as 
often as they beheld the domeftic images of their 
anceftors^ The temperate ftruggles of the pa- 
tricians and plebeians had finally eftablilhed the 
firpi and gqual balance of the conftitt^tion ; which 
wnited the freedom, of popular aflemblies, with 
the authority and wifdom of a fenate, arid the 
executive powers of a regal magiftrate. When 
the conful difplayed the flandard of the republic, 
e?ich citizen bound himfelf, by the obligation of 
ari oath, to draw his fword in the caufe of his 
country, till he had difcharged the facred duty by 
a military fervice of ten years. This wife infti- 
tution continually poured into the field the 
TJfing generations of fie^men and foldiers ; and 
their numbers were reinforced by the warlike and 
populous ftates of Italy, who, after a brave refin- 
ance, had yielded to the valour, and embraced 
the alliance, of the Romans. The fage hifl;orian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, and 
^eheld the ruin of Carthage*, has accurately 
d^fcribed their military fyftem ; their levies, arms, 
exercifes,fubordinatioh, marches, encampments; 

^ Sallaf^ de Bell. Jugurthln. c.4. Such were the generous pro^ 
fefiions of P. Scipio aixd Q. Maximus. The Latin hiitorian ha4 
re^d» and moft probably tranfcribes^ Polybius^ their contemporary 
and ^end. 

^ While Carthage was in flames, Scipio repeated two lines of the 
Iliad} which exprefs the deflrudUon of Troy, acknowledging, to Po» 
lybius, his iiriend and preceptor (Bplyb. in Excerpts de.Virtut.et 
Vit.tom.ii. p. 1455 — 1465.), that vfhile he recoUedted the viciffi^P 
tudes of Jraman affiiirs, he inwardly applied them to the future 
Ciiljimities of Rome (Appian. in Libycis, p. 136. edit. Toll.}. ' ^ • 
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and the invincible legiotr^ fuperior in aAive 
ilrength to the Macedonian phalanx of Philip 
and Alexander. From thefe inilitutions of peace 
and war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and 
fiiccefs of a people, incapable of fear and im- 
patient of repofe. The ambitious defign of con- 
queft, which might have been defeated by the 
feafonable conipiracy of mankind, was attempted 
and atcbieved ; and the perpetual violation of 
juftice was maintained by the political virtues 
of prudence and courage. The arms of the 
republic, fometimes vanquifhed in battle, always 
vi6i:orious in war, advanced with rapid ileps to 
the Euphrates, the Danube, the Rhine, and the 
Ocean ; and the images of gold, or filver, or 
brafs, that might ferve to reprefent the qations 
and their kings, were fucceffively broken by the 
iron monarchy of Rome ^ 

The rife of a city, which fwelled into an 
empire, may deferVe, as a fingular prodigy, the 
refle6fcion of a philofophic mind. But the decline 
of Rome was the natural and inevitable effe6l of 
immoderate greatnefs. Profperity ripened the 
principle of decay ; the caufes of deftru6lion 
multiplied with the extent of conqueft ; and as 
foon as time or accident had removed the artificial 

'See Daiuely ii. 31 — 40. *f And t\e fourth kingdom ihall be (Irons 
*^ s^s iron; fprafmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and fubdueth all 
<* things.'* The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron 
and ciajf) was ^ccompliihed^ according to St. Jerom) in his r own 
time. . Sicut ^nim in principiq nihil Romano Imperio fortius et du- 
riusy ita in fine rerum nihil imbecillius : quum et in bellis civilibus 
et adverfus diveiias natioixes^ aliarum. gentium barbararum aiwlU 
ixfdigemus (Op^tom.v. p.57»«)- 
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iiipports^ the ftupeqdous fabric jielded to the 
preflure of its own weight. Th^ ftory of itj» rum 
is fimple and obvious ; and inftead of inquiring 
^fn/ the Roman empire was deftroyed^ we flioold 
farther be furprifed that it had fubfifted i(b long^ 
The vi6i:orious legions, who, in diftant wars, 
acquired the vices of ilrangers and mercenaiiea, 
firft oppreifed the freedom of the republic, and 
afterwards violated the majefty of the purple^ 
The Emperors, anxious for their perfonal fafety 
and the public peace, were redoced to tl:^ bafe 
expedient of corrupting the diicipliqe which 
rendered them alike formidable to their fbvereigi) 
and tQ the ^nemy; the vigmir pf the military 
govemment was relaxed, and finally difl^lved, 
by the partial inftitutions of Confta^tine ; and 
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. 

. The decay of Rome ha^ been frequently 
a&ribed to the tranflation of the feat of empire/; 
but this hiflory ha^ already ihown, that the powers 
pf government were divided^ rather than removed* 
The throne of Conftantinople was erefted in the 
Eafl; while the Weft was ftill poffefled hy a 
feries of emperors who held their refid^ice iq 
Italy, and claimed their equal inheritance ,of the 
legions and provinces. This dangerous novelty 
impaired the ftrehgth, and fomented the vices, of 
a double reign: the iDftrunient§ of an oppreifiv? 
and arbitrary lyftem were multiplied; and a vatn 
eipulatioQ of luxury, not of merit, was intro- 
duced and ibppofted between the degenerate 

fucceffors 
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iu(;ceffi>r»of Theodoflus. Extremediftr e&, which 

unites the virtue of a free people^ embitter^ tbft 

£i^ioii3 pf a decliniQg monarchy. The boftilt 

favouritesof Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the 

republic to its common enemies; andtheBy^n^ 

tine court beheld with indifference, perhaps with 

pleafure, the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunep 

of Italy, and the lofs of the Weft. Under th^ 

fucceeding reigns, the alliance of the two empire9 

was reftored; but the aid of the Oriental Roman$ 

was tardy, doubtful, and ineffeflual $ and the 

national ichifm of the Greeks and Latins wa> 

enlarged by the perpetual difference of language 

^nd planners, of intereft, and even pf religion* 

Yet the falutary event approved in fome meaiure 

the judgment of Conftantine. During a long 

period of decay, his imjpregnable city repelled 

the vi3;orious armiesof Ba]i)arians, protefted the 

weidih of Afia, and com]»anded, both in peace 

^nd war, the important ftreights which connei^ 

the Euxine and Mediten^anean feas. The founds 

ation oi' Conftantiniople more efl'entiaUy e<«i- 

tributed to the prefervation of the £aii, than to 

the ruin of the Weft. 

As the happinefi of ^future life is the great 
pbjea of religion, Mre may hear without iiiipxifa^ 
or fcandal, that the introdu^ion, or at leaft the 
abufe, of Chriftianity, had fome influence on the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire* The 
clergy iiiccefsfully preached the doctrines of pa- 
tience and pulillanimity ; the aOuye virtued ef 
fpciety were difcouraged^ and the Ifift remains 

of 
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of military fpirit were buried in the cloifter: a 
large portion of public and private wealth was 
confecrated to the fpecioUs demamls of charity 
and devotion ; and the foldiers' pay was lavilhed 
on the ufelefs multitudes of both fexes, who could 
only plead the merits of abftinence and chaftity. 
Faith) zeal, curiofity, and the rnore earthly pat 
fions of malice and ambition, kindled the flame 
of theological difcord ; the church, and even the 
ftaite, were diftrafted by religious factions, whofe 
conflidls were fometimes bloody, and always 
implacable } the attention of the Emperors was 
diverted from camps to fy nods ; the Roman world 
was oppreffed by a new fpecies of tyranny ; and 
the perfecuted fe6ls became the fecret enemies 
of their country. Yet party. fpirit, however per* 
nicious or abfurd, is a principle of union as well 
as of diffention. The bifhops, from eighteen 
hundred pulpits, inculcated the duty of paffive 
obedience to a lawful and orthodox fovereign ) 
their frequent aflemblies, and perpetual corre- 
* ipondence, maintained the communion of diftant 
churches; and the benevolent temper of the got 
pel was ftrengthed, though confined, by the 
fpiritual alliance of the Catholics. The (acred 
indolence of the monks was devoutedly embraced 
by a fervile and efieminate age ; but if fuperlli- 
tion had not afforded a decent retreat, the fame 
vices would have tempted the unworthy Romans 
to defert, from bafer motives, the ftandard of the 
republic. Religious precepts are eafily obeyed, 
vrbich indulgeand fandtify thenaturalinclinations 
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of their votaries ; but the pure and genuine influx 
ence of Chriftianity may be traced in its benefi- 
cial, though imperfed;, effe6ls on the Barbarian 
profelytes of the North. If the decline of the 
Roman empire was haflened by the 'Converlibn 
of Conftantine, his viftorious religion broke the 
violence of the fall, and mollified the ferocious 
temper of the conquerors. 

This awful revolution maybe ufefully applied 
to the inftru6tion of the prefent age. It is the 
duty of a patriot to prefer and promote thef ex- 
clufive iriterefl^ and glory of his native country : 
but a philofopher may be permitted to enlarge 
his views, and to confider Europe as one great 
republic, whofe various inhabitants have attained 
almoft the fame level of politenefs and cultivation. 
The balance of power will continue to flufiluate, 
and the profperity of our own, or the neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, may be alternately exalted or de- 
prefled ; but thefe partial events cannot eflen- 
tially injure our general ftate of happinefs, the 
lyfl:em of arts, and laws, and manners, which fo. 
advantageoufly diftinguifli, above the reft of man? 
kind, the Europeans and their colonies. The 
favage nations of the globe are the common ene- 
mies of civilized fociety ; and we may inquiry 
with anxious curiofity, whether Europe is ftill 
threatened with a repetition of thofe calamities, 
which formerly opprefled the arms and inftitu- 
tions of Rome. Perhaps the fame refledlions 
will illuftrate the fall of that mighty empire, and 
explain the probablq^cavifesof ouraftual fecurity. 
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J. The Romans were ignorant of the extent of 
their danger, and the numher of their enemies* 
Beyond the Rhine and Danube, jbhe^ Northern 
countries of Europe and Afia were filled with 
innumerable tribes of hunters and Ihepherds, 
poor, voracious, and turbulent ; bold in arms, 
and impatient to ravjifli the fruits of induflryir 
The Barbarian world was agitated by the rapi4 
impulfe of war ; and the peace of Gaul or Italy 
was ihaken by the diftant revolutions of China* 
The Huns, who fled before a victorious enemy, 
dire6led their march towai*ds the Weil ; and the 
torrent was fwelled by the gradual acceifion of 
captives and allies. The flying tribes who yielded 
J;o. the Huns, aflbmed in their turn the Q^i^it of 
conqueft; the endlefs column of Barbarians 
prei&d o^ the Roman empire with accumulated 
weight J and, if the foremofl were deftroyed, Ui? 
vacant fpace wa^ inftantly replenished by new 
aOTailants. Such formidable emigrations can no 
longer iflue from the North ; and the long 
repofe, which has been imputed to the decreafe 
of population, is the happy confequence of the 
prqgrefs of arts^and agriculture. Inftead of fome 
Tude villages, thinly fcattered among its woods 
and moraffes, Germany now produces a lift of 
two thoufand three hundred walled towns : the 
Chriftian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Poland, have been fucceffively eftabliibed j and 
the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
hav« extended their colonies along the coaft of 
the Baltic, as far as the Gulf of !l^inland^ From 

\ the 
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the Gulf of Finland to the Eaftern Ocean, Ruffia 
now afliimea the form of a powerful and civilised 
tnipire. The plough, the loom, and the foi^e^ 
are introduced on the banks of the Volga, the 
Oby, and the Lena ; and the fierceft of the Tar<« 
tar hof ds have been taught to trenible and obejr* 
The reign of independent Barbarifm is now con-* 
tra6ted to a narrow fpan ; and the remnant of 
Galmucks or Uzbecks, whoie forces may be alw 
ikioft numbered, cannot ferioufly excite the ap- 
prehenfioos of the great republic of Europe^ 
Yet this apparent fecurity (hould not tempt us t<x 
forget that new enemies, and unknown dangers, 
may poffibly arife from fome obibure people, 
icarcely vifible in the map of the world. The 
Arabs, or Saracens, who fpread their com{uefti$ 
from India to Spain, had languifhed in poverty 
and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into thofe 
lavage bodies the foul of enthufiafm« 

11. The empire of Rome was firmly eilablifbed 
Ify the fingular and perfe6t coalition of its mem- 
bers. The fubje^l nations, refigning the hope, 
and even the wi(h^ of independence,, embraced 
the chara3)er of Roman citiEens ; and the pro- 
tinees of the Weft were relu^ntly torn by the 

^ The French and £ngli& editon of the Geneftlogial Hiftorf 
•f the Tartars have fubjoined a curioas> though imperfedl} deTcrip-. 
tumof their prdent.lbtte. We might queitlon the independence of 
the Caliiuicksy er EludiSy fidoe they have been recently vanqaiihed. 
by the Chinefet who* in the year 17599 fubdued the lefler Bucharia» 
and advanced into the country of Badakfiiauy near th& iburoes of 
the Oxiw. (Memoireft fur les Chinoia^ torn. i. pi. js^-^oq. But 
tfaefe coaquefts are precarioil«^ nor will I venture to eafiuiB the 
iafety of tae- Chineie empirt. 
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Barbarians from the bofom of theii' mothei* 
country ^ But this union was purchafed by the 
lofs of national freedom and military fpirit ; 
and the fervile provinces, deftitute of life and 
motion, expedted their iafetyfrom th6 mercenary 
troops and governors, who were dire6led by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happineis of an 
hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit 
of one or two men, perhaps children, whofe 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in- 
fli^ed on the empire during the minorities of the 
ions and grandfons of Theodofius; and. after 
thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the 
age of manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the bifhops, the ilate to the eunuchs, and 
the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three refpe6table common^^ 
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though in- 
dependent, dates: the chances of royal and 
minifterial talents are multiplied, at leafl, with 
the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semi-' 
lamis, may teign in the North, while Arcadius 
and Honorius again ilumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the mutual influence of fear and fhame ) re- 
publics have acquired order and liability ; mo- 
narchies have imbided the principles of freedom, 

^ The pitident reader will determine how far this general {iropor- 
fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifauriansy the independence 
of Britain and Armoricay the Meorilh tribes^ dr the Bagaudse of 
Gaul and Spain (vol. L p. 454« vol. v. p. 36a* vol. vi. p. 15/ 143)* 
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mvy at l^iit, of moderation ; and fome fenfe of 
honour and juilice is introduced into the moil 
defective conftitutions by the general manners of • 
the times. In peace, the progrefs of knowledge 
and induftry is accelerated by the emulation of 
fo many active rivals s in war, the European 
forces are exercifed by temperate and undecifive 
contefts. If a favage conqueror fliould iffue from 
the deferts of Tartary, he mull repeatedly van- 
quifh the robuft peafants of Rulfia, the numerous 
armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France^ 
and the intrepid freemen of Britain ; who, per« 
haps, might confederate for their common de- 
fence. Should the vidlorious Barbarians carry 
Havery and defolation as far as the Atla:ntic 
Ocean, ten thoufand veflels would transport be« 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilized fo- 
ciety ; and Europe would revive and flourifh in 
the American world, which is already filled with 
her colonies, and inftitutiohs*. 

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the ftrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreiTed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and 
Perfia, who negledled, and ftili negle6l, to coun- 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the reiources 
of military art. The warlike Hates of antiquity, 

^ America now coAtsuns about fix millions of European blood 
and deicent ; and their numbeFB> at Jeaft in the North, are continually 
increafing* Whatever may be the changes of their political fituation^ 
they muh preferve the manners of Europe ; and we may refle<5t with 
ibme pleafure, that the Engliih language will probably be diffufed over 
an immenfe and populous continent. 
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Greece, Macedonia, and Rome^ educated a race 
of foldiers } exerciied their bodies, difciplined 
' their courage, multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions, and converted the iron, which they 
poflefled, into ftrong and ferviceable weapons* 
But this fuperiority infenfibly declined with their 
laws and manners ; and the feeble policy of Con^ 
llantine and his fuccefibrs armed and inftru^ed, 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour o£ 
the Barbarian mercenaries. The military art has 
been changed by th^ invention of gunpowder } 
which enables man to command the two moft 
. powerful! agents^ of nature, air and fire. Mathe^ 
matics, chymiilry, mechanics, archite^ure, ba/V6 
been applied to the fervice of war ; and the ad^ 
verfe parties oppofe to each other thie mod ela« 
borate modes of aUack and of defence* Hifto^ 
nans may mdignantly obferve, that the prepara^ 
tions of a liege would found and maintain a 
flourilhing colony^ ; yet we cannot be difpleafed^ 
tiliat the fubverfion of a city ihould be a work of 
eoft smd difficulty ; or that an induftrious people 
lliould be prote^ed by thole arts, which furvive 

9 On avoit faix* vcnir (for the liege 6f Turin) 140 pidiCM &t 
canon ; et il eft a remarquer qui chaque gros canon monfe revient 
' k tSkVUVA 9000 cctt9: 21 y aroit X0O9OOO boulete; 106^00 cai^ 
tai]Gbe$d'uaefa(oa9et3oojoood'uiie autre; aifOoobonbes; %^fyo9 
gitnadesy 159000 iacs i terrey 309000 infirumens pour le pionnage ; 
z^apojooo livres de poudre. Ajoutez k ces munidonsy le plombt le 
titj et le fer4>lanc> ks cordages, toot ce qui fert ztut mineursy le 
to^tHwef k &ipkr6f lee otitib de tonte efpece. II eft certain qu^ lel 
Mi de tous ces preparadfs de definition fnffiroient pouf iotidet 
«t pour feire fleurir la plus nombreufe cdIonie« VoHaixti 8t6dft 6t 
> XSV* c. XX. in his WorfB«> torn. xi. p. 39I. 

and 
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ind fiippfy the decay of military virtue. CannoH 
and Ibttifications now form an imprega^able bar* 
rier dgainft the Tartar borfcj and Etirope is 
fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians : 
fince, before they can conquer, they muft ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in th6 
feience of war would always be accompanied^ aa 
we may learn from the example of Ruffia^ with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy ^ and they tbemfelves muft de* 
&nne a place among the polifhed nations whool 
they fabdue* 

^ould thefe fpeculaticms be found doubtful 
W fallacionSy thci'e ftill remains a more humbler 
jborce of comfort and hope. The difcoverieai 
of ancient and modern navi^ators^ and tbef 
domeftic hiftory, or tradition, of the moft ea^ 
lightened nations, reprefent the human Javage^ 
naked both in mind and body^ and deflitute of 
laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoft of language^^ 
From this abject condition, perhaps the primitive 
and univevfal ftate of man, he has gradually 
arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the 
^a^ th, to traverfe the ocean, and to meafure the 



" It woidd be an eaiy, thott^ tedious, tafk, to produce tke au- 
thorities of poets, philofophers, and hiftorians. I fliall therefore 
content myfelPwith appealing to the decifive and authentic teftimony 
of IKodorud Siculps, tom.i. 1. i. p. ii, iz, 1. iii. p. 1849 &c, edit.^ 
Wefleling.). The I6lhyophagi, who in ,his time wandered along 
the fhores of the Red Sea, can only be compared to the natives of 
New Holland (Dampier's Voyages, vol. i* p. 464 — 469.)* Fancy, or 
perhaps reafon, may ftill fup^de an extreme and ^olut& ^te of 
aslture far below the level of thefe favagpa who had acquired fom 
attteandinftDuraent&i ^^ 

VOL. VI. E E heareiKr, 
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heavens. His progrefs in the improvement and 
exercife of his mental and corporeal faculties" 
has been irregular and various 5 infinitely flow 
in the beginning, and increafing by degrees with 
redoubled velocity: ages of laborious afcent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
fal ; and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the viciffitudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
the experience of four thoufand years fliould 
enlarge our hopes, and diminilh our appre- 
henfions : we cannot determine to what height 
the human Ipecies may afpire in their advances 
towards perfefilion ; but it may fafely be pre- 
fumed, that no people, unlefs the face of nature 
is changed, will relapfe into their original bar- 
barifm. The improvements of fociety may be 
viewed under a threefold afpe6t. i. The poet 
or philofopher illuftrates his age and country by 
the efforts of a Jingle mind : but thefe fuperior 
powers of reafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
neous produ6lions, and the genius of Homer, or 
Cicero, or Newton, would excite lefs admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
prince, or the leffons of a preceptor. 2. The 
benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu- 
factures, of arts and fciences, are more folidand 
permanent ; and many individuals may be quali- 
fied, by education and difcipline, to promote, in 
' their relpe6live ftations, the intereft of the com- 

" See the learned and rational work of the prefident Gogvet^ de 
I'Origme des Loix des Arts et des Sciences. He traces fr^ fad^Sf 
or conJedHires rtom.i, p. 147 — 337. edit. zamo.> the firft and mickft 
difficult fieps Of hunuii invention* 

munity. 
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munity. But this general order is the efFedl of 
Ikill and labour; and the complex machinery 
maybe decayed by time, or injured by violence. 
3. Fortunately for mankind, the more ufeful, 
or, at leaft, more neceffary arts, can be per- 
formed without fuperior talents, or national 
fubordination ; without the powers of oney or the 
union of mant/. Each village, each family, each 
individual, mud always poffefs both ability and 
inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire " and 
of metals; the propagation and fervice of do- 
meflic animals; the methods of hunting and 
iifhing; the rudiments of navigation ; the imper- 
fe6l cultivation of corn, or other nutritive grain; 
and the fimple practice of the mechanic trades. 
Private genius and public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated; but thefe hardy plants furvive the 
temped, and flrike an everlading root into the 
mod unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of 
Augudus and Trajan were eclipfed by a cloud of 
ignorance; and the Barbarians fubverted the 
laws and palaces of Rome. But the fcythe, the 
invention or emblem of Saturn '% dill con- 
tinued annually to mow the harveds of Italy; 

" It is cerUuHy however ftrange, that many nations have been 
ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otaheite^ 
who are deftitute of metals» have not invented any earthen vefTels 
capable of fuftaining the a(Sbion of fire, and of communicating the 
heat to the liquids which they contain, 

'^ Plutarch. Quxft. Rom. in tom. ii. p. 275. Macrob, Satumal. 
1. i. c. 8. p. 15 ». edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (of his re- 
ligious worfhip) in a (hip, may indicate, that the lavage coait of 
Latium was fixil difcovered and civilifed by the Phoenicians. 

. V • 
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and the human fevfts of the Laeftrigons^^ have 
never been renewed on the coaft of Campama. 

Since the firft diibovery of the arts, war, com* 
merce, and religious zeal have diifufed^ among 
the fevages of the Old and New World, thefe 
ineflimable gifts: they have been fucceffively 
propagated; they can never be kxft. We may 
therefore acquiefce in the pleating concliiifiofiy 
that every age of the world has increafed, and 
ftill increafes^ the real wealth, the happinefsy 
the knowledge^ and pefhaps the virtue, of the 
human race '^ 

** In the ninth and tenth books of the Odyflcy> Homer has em- 
bellilhed the tales of fearful and credulous failorsy who transformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into moafirous giants. 

'^ The merit of diTcovery has too often been ftained with avaficey 
cruelty, «nd fanaticifm ; and the intercourfe of naticftis has produced 
the conimunicatlon of difeafe and prejudice. A lingular exception 
is dne to the virtue of our own times and eoontry. The five great 
toyages, fuccefliv^y ui^dertaken by tihe command of His prefent M»- 
jefty, were infpired by the pure and generous love of fcience and 
of mankind. The fam« prince, adapting his bjenefa<f^ion8- to the 
diiforent iteges of fociety, has founded a fchool of patnting in his 
capital ;' and has introduced into the iflands of the oouth Sea^ tho 
vegetables and animals moft ufefiil to human life. 
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